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A non-profit Islamic Center under the supervision of the Department of
Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities in the Emirate of Dubai.

Al Salam is One of the Names of the Most Beautiful Names of Allah. He is
The Giver of Peace, His Religion is Islam, His Greeting is Peace so that we
may live in peace and enter Paradise — the Home of Peace.

And Allah invites to the Home of Peace (Paradise)

To strive, by the permission of Allah, the spreading of peace
globally by knowing Allah and loving Him, to be a good, Islamic example
that is beneficial to others, and to build an Islamic platform which serves
the Noble Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah.

peace, fruthfulness, love, excellence

1. To define to the people their goal in life and that is by knowing Allah and
loving Him in order to reach peace

2. To conduct faith-based classes, academic lectures and nurturing
programs about the Most Beautiful Names of Allah for all age groups,
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and fo learn how to live with Allah, the Book of Allah and the Way of His
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

. To instill Islamic manners and praiseworthy qualities through the Most
Beautiful Names of Allah and pondering the Noble Qur'an

. To produce books, curriculums and publications related to knowledge
about Allah and the Book of Allah, displayed in an easy and simple
manner for the student and teacher

. To build a digital platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and the
Prophetic Sunnah by providing easy access of knowledge to all age
groups and in different languages

. To spread the religion of Islam and its feachings in an easy and loving
way to the people through social media and in different languages
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e The concept of the program is to extract nurturing from the Noble
Qur'an and Sunnah. Like the good tree, its roots are faith, its branches
are knowledge and its fruits are good manners.

e The program aims to connect the individual with the Noble Qur'an and
Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for her by placing a
strong foundation and instilling Islamic values to build a confident and
active society.
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1. To treat internal issues and problems which individuals face in their life
through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

2. To develop the talents of individuals and help them discover themselves
and their noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the
love of Allah in their hearts.

3. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face
externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.

4. To provide an attractive, distinctive, and safe environment.

To use modern and innovative methods in nurturing and teaching.

6. To create a positive, enjoyable and comfortable environment.
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Al Salam Islamic Center offers a unique and distinguished program called
the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program. It is a program that aims to
connect the new generation to the Noble Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah
so that it becomes a way of life for them.
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Girls aged six and older. The goal is to place a strong foundation of Islamic
values so the girl may grow and bloom to become a good and confident
woman who serves her household, society and religion.
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Nurturing confident, balanced and effective role models that serves their

society, country, and religion.

1. Extracting the idea of the program from the Noble Qur’an, like the good
tree, its roots are faith, its branches are knowledge and its fruits are good

manners.
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2. Providing an attractive, distinctive and secure environment.

3. Use of innovative, modern means in nurturing and teaching.

4. Creating a positive and fun atmosphere to place and instilling the value
of tolerance between girls.

5. Instill Islamic manners in the new generation.

6. Bring forth an air of affinity and connection between the youth.

7. Plant the importance of family bonding through activities which support
this value.

8. Develop the girls’ talents and help them discover themselves and their
noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the love of
Allah in their hearts.

9. Treat internal issues and problems which girls face in their life through
pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

10. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face

externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parable¢ A goodly word as a goodly tree,
whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).
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Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for
mankind in order that they may remember. — Surah Ibrahim 24-25

Fruits: Application of the ayat in life

-é’, and changing for the better.
Prevention from sicknesses of the
heart and caring with values.

Trunk and Branches: Application
of the Qur’an.

.+ Roots: Faith as a result of pondering
&\; the Qur'an and knowing Who is
Allah.
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‘The Good Tree’ (dubll 55.2J1)

-

535 PLogd.:J.cd.lﬂuLa oull &5 IS J6 alll 332 o} 0335 8
*"*'l;aleJ@— ‘*'uIJ.‘.’.S‘lA.dILM" Sl s
BLas] 4 G33316 STzl

\e

It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were
with the Prophet (£)) and we were strong youths, so we
learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and our faith increased there

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64

Learned Faith (5Lal Ealss)

Learned Qur'an ( 533l Gals5)

Faith increased ( Gls;] 4 G33518)

“e
-

Good deeds (zllo Joc) Good manners (BEIaJ] ws)
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‘The Good Tree’ (dull 5,.8J1)

FAITH
- |

iman (;Lesg)

Before starting anything, the foundation needs to be correct.
Through this program, we hope to interact with the Qur'an
from a ‘faith’ perspective by learning the names of Allah
mentioned in the Surah, Pillars of Faith, commands,
characteristics of the people, and to live by the ayat being
learned. This includes observing, tafseer and taddabur.

Qur'an (Lall)

After learning, understanding and pondering over the ayat,
the student becomes more proficient in reciting and
memorizing the ayat. The goal is to have the ayat imprinted in
the heart and not the mind.

Manners (ls3l)

The result of a correct foundation of belief (roots) that's acted
upon (frunk and branches) will result in beautiful manners and
values (fruits). The ‘fruits’ of the tree is what will be shown and
tasted by others. Throughout this program, manners and values
will be emphasized. And any types of ‘insects’ that can spaill
the fruits are highlighted as well in order to keep the good tree

infact.
i
‘ E ‘
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* Observation * Recite

(da>do)

e Tafsir

(gearas)

(89305)

*Tajweed
(32925)

* Memorize

(ad>)

Trunk & Branches

(%
=
>
S
L




Iman (yls3l) - Topics Breakdown

‘ Is e Theme of Surah

e Connection between
beginning and end of
Surah

I * Word repetition

* Tafsir As Sa'ady
* Meaning of words

—

* Names of Allah

* Pillars of Faith

e Commands &
Prohibitions

e Stories

* Promises and
Warnings

* How to act on what's

learned (good deeds,
dua, manners)
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Recite (3435)

e Listen and recite
* Improve makharij

Tajweed (33925)

* Emphasize important
tajweed rules in the
Surah

Memorize (La>)

e Memorize the ayat after
learning about them

18




Manners (wls31) — Topics Breakdown

Manners (wls31)

Values (e4sll)

Purification (d.S33I)

19
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Teacher Guidelines
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Allah has opened a great door of worship to teach children. As a teacher
we are accountable for what we teach the children and our goal is to

teach what is pleasing to Allah which is according to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.

aghisis dlll Lo 5Ll c35m Lold & £33 S lin 5o dagic dlol Slelly dipsg alll e olall

Loaghizis (331 padly Juoslly uiSlly dSlally 5Lagdls) olagdl 1515 )l dimag
Teaching about Allah, His religion and the unseen are a great amanah. It is
important to teach the children to both love and magnify Allah, and to
magnify the pillars of faith such as the angels, books, messengers, Last Day
and decree.
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Matters to Consider before Teaching:
Jles dl dl jamiol o

e Renew the intfention and make the heart present that it's being done for
Allah.

e Hope for the reward from Allah.

Al o Gudoil bl e
e Ask Allah for the tawfeeq and success in what you're doing.

wilenad) 0815 3y a5 ¥ lagd) oo dRdlgio wilitlb zo Yole S Bagaxl G J25 o

Bollg &Sy Jaxis

e Adorn yourself with praiseworthy morals such as being fair with the
students, humble, patient, gentle, do not get angry, and be tranquil.

e Plantimportant concepts such as honesty, truthfulness, being fair, good
morals, sharing, and moderation in everything.

3161Sallg doudly cleslly of Llinl aally 2lidly Lodls jie daghall dalSIly elodS 53c @
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Make your voice clear, do no scream at the children, and adorn your
words with praise at times, or make dua for them, smile and reward them
when good.

ool eaalisl Gy s danl eny b Bled oobar s ielell Jlidiwd )l 5 o

Prepare the student to receive the knowledge by ensuring all are quiet
and by making them aware this is ‘Qur'an time' for example.

(sl clST dagall 55031 Lass)
Matters to Consider while Teaching:
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Al e by

Names of Allah are to be enforced through situations they go through
by reminding them to ask Allah. For example, if a child says, ‘I'm hungry’.
Tell them, *ask Allah first fo give you food'.

R I-eN | g NESr PO | IS UG
Always repeat the surah that has been taught to the children throughout
the day.

S35 dgia clgidl sic dl santly Glatdly plelall gl sie all gy Jsd ole slaall gends @

gl adly
Encourage children to always say ‘Bism Allah’ (alll ewn) before eating

and drinking. To eat and drink with their right hand. To say ‘Alhamdulilah’
(aJ saxJl) after eating and drinking.

oy9b> § dasol 585 sie @y dle dll Glo Ll Lle Bslall Lle sliall genis o
Encourage children to say (¥) after the Prophet’'s name is mentioned.

xSy el Ao sic (lSyg Al dosyg oSule pludl) pluwdl & Lle camanis o

s dll @S> Jsiy
Encourage children to say ‘assalam alaykum’ (eSde aslul) and ‘jazaka

Allah khair’ (. all Ji>) to each other.
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e Encourage children to not speak when the Qur'an is recited but to listen
carefully.

0380l dgdy Lo 5185 lging I3 pies e Sl e
e Encourage children to repeat after the muedhin when adhaan is heard.

Al Gl dll e pad sie sl elael I 5Lsgl e Mo iliwog dlll Jledl Juied prc o
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e Avoid explaining attributes or actions of Allah with gestures. For example,

Allah has Hands and Eyes, do not show your hands or point to your eyes

as a way of explanation. It is important to tell the children *Allah has

Hands but it is not like ours, we cannot imagine how'. We cannot
imagine how Allah looks, Exalted is He. It's important to push away these

thoughts and say (el olbsidl ie dlll 3scl) and (al sasiwl). These thoughts
are from the shaitan.

ekl & OBl Oy dlil clow plaiiwl pdizdl pac o @
e Avoid using the names of Allah or the ayat of the Qur'an or the angels
or prophets as a coloring activity since this shows lack of magnification.

s9aall on dlll 35 paguadll oo plss dule dll Glo Ll B3 o

e Avoid using images of humans, animals and objects with facial features

as drawing activities. Use of the real images is permissible. The one who

draws or sculpts images with facial features will be told on the Day of

Judgment to bring them to life and he will be unable to. Only Allah is The

Creator.

Obgind sl sgu sl painias dg boads 73l of o oloafl GO @

e Avoid books or showing cartoons which show images of the prophetfs,

angels or the Last Day. This will disturb their belief in the unseen when

they see it as an image. As a teacher, you can tell them about these
matters verbally.

Jesias ol cou 3 ST S clisly Giwgall o
e Avoid music and sing along activities

24
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When children take naps, ensure girls sleep on one side and boys on
another side.

glaiwdl Ule dead geiaw 3 Jabll oS Bl s Jem slall sie JabYl s6le e
3 o : i
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When a child listens then reward them by saying ‘good job, well done,
or sticker'. When a child doesn’t listen then encourage them to listen
and not put them down. Do not use Allah’'s name or the Prophet’s to
make the children do or not so something, such as ‘Allah will love you
when you eat your food’, ‘Allah does not like those who don’t listen’. The
name of Allah is to be magnified and not used to make the children
listen to you.

Jlabil J.¢.>.uu9|).)9.¢uca.uui °
Photography or recording of the children is not allowed.
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Classroom Rules

1. Respect, respect, respect. Respect
the teacher, respect the students,
respect the property.

2. Students are not allowed to
photograph or record the teacher or
other students.

3. Please come regularly.

4. No seat reservation is allowed for
yourself or another student.

5. No talking while the teacher is
speaking.

6. Students should raise their hands
and wait to be called on before
speaking.

LN N
27




LN N
28

Ole 5Ll 8y g0
Surah An Nazi'aat




Lessons Overview

ol

Lesson

1 | Infroduction &
Observation

2 Ayat 1-5

3 Ayat 6-9

4 | Ayatf 10-14
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Ayatf 15-18
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Ayat 19-24
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Ayah 25-29

Ayat 30-33
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Ayat 34-39
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Ayat 40 to 41

Carried forward if week 9 could not
complete 6 ayat.
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Ayat 42-44
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Ayat 45-46
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Introduction

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to write down the information in their
notebook. Write on the board in a very simple way. What's in the manual is
explanation for the teacher, but do not write everything for the students.

Name of Surah: &le;ll 8590
Order in the Qur'an: 79th Surah
Number of ayat: 46 ayat

Reveadled in: Makkah

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that surahs were revealed upon the
Prophet (¥) either while he was in Makkah or Medina. Tell them the
difference between a Makkan and Medinian surah. Makkan surahs revolve
around establishing the faith (pillars of faith) / inner actions, while Medinian
surahs revolve around rules, regulations, halal/haram / outer actions.

Name of Surah: Mentioned once in the first ayah

"""’f P
(e e,

Meaning of (wle;ll): Those who drag forth

Theme of the Surah: lgllgaly dolall

The Day of Judgement and its horror

32




What is special about this Surah?

This surah confirms the resurrection and explains the horrors of the
Day of Judgement.

It highlights the disagreements and quarrels by the deniers of the
Day of Resurrection through the story of Fir'aun.

It also highlights the actions of Allah - Tawheed Ar Ruboobiyah
which is a requisite for Tawheed Al Uloohiya.

The surah ends with confirmation about the recompense (good

and bad) of the deeds of the slave on the Day of Judgement.

°
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Observation (db>Mall)

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to listen to the surah at least three times
and ask them to look out for the names of Allah.
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Names of Allah:

Name Meaning Number of times
| Allah 1 time
ol The Lord, Nurturer 4 times

Actions of Allah:

Action Meaning
M to construct
REY to seize
&b to call
2, to raise
Sg— to proportion

AN to darken
@-&T to bring out
o)) to set firmly
G to spread
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Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that the names of Allah mentioned
within the Surah help us to understand the surah better. It is also important
to point out the actions of Allah in the surah. It should be clarified that Allah’s
actions are not like those of His creations’ and Allah is not in any way similar
to any of His creation.

Other repeated words which have the same root:

Repeated Words Root Word Meaning

]
‘ p5e Day
Lo gs
& . 5
v to fear
il to transgress
ol
) to anchor
TP

Note to Teacher: Notice how the repeated words tell us about the theme of
the surah.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (d.Ul.; QLo,@lI)
Slawg Blaswly olagdl
Belief in His Names & Atributes

Ar Rabb - The Lord, Nurturer

1 | When his Lord called him in the 5}2 u“—"—i‘ _3‘3_1\_, 4§ \

sacred valley of Tuwaq,
(16)

2 | And that | guide you to your (19) . JS; Cj‘ d—'Mb
Lord, so you should fear Him? B

3 |But as for him who feared &_94_’ ﬁLM ‘J\-"uﬁ\-ﬂ‘j
standing before his Lord and g L y
restrained himself from impure (40) 63—@-” oc Cyuad|

evil desires and lusts.

4 To your Lord belongs (the (44) algs &Lr J‘
knowledge of) the term thereof -
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Allah

1 |So Allah, seized him with dsd13 55531 I 4l 335G

punishment for his last [i.e. his
saying: "l am your lord, most (25)
high") (see Verse 79:24)] and
first [(i.e. his saying, "O chiefs! |
know not that you have a god
other than I" (see Verse 28:38)]
transgression.

(s s)l) dl=sly olagdl
Belief in His Actions (Lordship)

1 He seized Js

So Allah, seized him with i 5531 Il 305
punishment for his last [i.e. his
saying: "I am your lord, most
high") (see Verse 79:24)] and
first [(i.e. his saying, "O chiefs! |
know not that you have a god
other than I" (see Verse 28:38)]
transgression.

(25)

He constructed

Are you more difficult to create, | (5 (55,2121 fi HEAPXA]
or is the heaven that He ’ -
constructed? (
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He raised

3
He raised its height, and He has
equally ordered it,

4 He proportioned

He raised its height, and He has
equally ordered it,
5 He darkened

Its night He covers with NESs Q} ‘3\'6-\-‘-‘ cafd ‘3
darkness, and its forenoon He

brings out (with light). (29)

He brought out

darkness, and its forenoon He

brings out (with light).

He spread

8

He brought out 73>

And brought forth therefrom its (31) Laleyas azls e D"‘
water and its pasture;
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He fixed firmly

9
And the mountains He has fixed
firmly;

10 He called

When his Lord called him in the 6§L u-“jﬁ‘ 9‘3:‘\_3 23050 5
sacred valley of Tuwa, g EEE

Our Actions to Allah

And that | guide you to your (19) wiid &l ‘j\ d—'»‘-ﬁ‘ﬁ
Lord, so you should fear Him? A

Verily, in this is an instructive B L Ql’s” ] d.b g 51(26)
admonition for whosoever o7
fears Allah.

You (O Muhammad (Peace (3155 oz jduis &uf 51(45)
be upon him)) are only a / -
warner for those who fear it.
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But as for him who feared
standing before his Lord, and
restrained himself from impure
evil desires, and lusts.

But as for him who feared
standing before his Lord, and
restrained himself from impure
evil desires, and lusts.

The Day when man shall
remember what he strove for

°
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BELIEF IN THE ANGELS (dS53lally oylosdl)

By those (angels) who pull out
(the souls of the disbelievers
and the wicked) with great
violence;

By those (angels) who gently
take out (the souls of the
believers);

And by those that swim along
(i.,e. angels or planets in their
orbits, etc.).

And by those that press forward
as in a race (i.e. the angels or
stars or the horses, etc.).

And by those angels who
arrange to do the Commands of
their Lord, (so verily, you
disbelievers will be called to
account).
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BELIEF IN THE MESSENGERS (JewsJbs &ylosdl)

Ayah

Meaning

him the great sign (miracles).

1 | Has there come to you the story (15) oo G s 3G Ua
of Musa (Moses)? -

2 | When his Lord called him in the 63—'4 u.u.a.l\ _3\3_1\_, 4@ 1305 3
sacred valley of Tuwa, i

(16)

3 | Go to Fir'aun (Pharaoh), verily, (17) U,Ja 250 3_%3 J\ as
he has transgressed all bounds i -
(in crimes, sins, polytheism,
disbelief, etc.).

4 And say to him: "Would you (18) &35 of JI & Ja (143
purify yourself (from the sin of -
disbelief by becoming a
believer)",

5 | And that | guide you to your|  (19) 5435 Gl I Clsuals
Lord, so you should fear Him? g

6 |Then [Musa (Moses)] showed (20) 1<) 4591 32

LN N
44




Meaning

BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (3331 a9l oslasdl)

Ayah

1 On the Day (when the first (6)1‘»‘)_” ia}).'{ a5
blowing of the Trumpet is i
blown), the earth and the
mountains will shake violently
(and everybody will die),
2 The second blowing of the (7) Galdl Lashs
Trumpet follows it (and
everybody will be raised up),
3 (Some) hearts that Day will (8)3.3_7.\3 BT &3_’@
shake with fear and anxiety. o
4 Their eyes cast down. (9) asls L&jl.za.j
5 Theysay:"Shallweindeedbe 41| 3 (93031 {1 ’3_’5_,:
returned to (our) former state N i
of life? (10)
6 "Even after we are crumbled (11) §;55 Lallae GL 131
bones?" :
7 They say: "It would in that (12)2}9‘3%5‘31&1:‘5‘;‘3
case, be a return with loss! i
8 When, behold, they find

themselves over the earth
alive after their death,

(14) 530200 @ 1308

[ X N J
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But when there comes the
greatest catastrophe (i.e. the
Day of Recompense, etc.),

(24) &Il i 13

o
o

10

And Hell-fire shall be made
apparent in full view for
(every) one who sees,

11

They ask you (O Muhammad
cluwg ade all Llo) about the

Hour - when will be its
appointed time?

12

You have no knowledge to
say anything about it.

(43) 1SS (s 20l s

13

To your Lord belongs (the
knowledge of) the term
thereof?

(44) Wbl 25 )

14

You (O Muhammad (Peace
be upon him)) are only a
warner for those who fear it,

15

The Day they see it, (it will be)
as if they had not tarried (in
this world) except an
afternoon or a morning.

16

But only, it will be a single
Zajrah [shout (i.e., the second
blowing of the Trumpet)].
(See Verse 37:19).

17

The Day when man shall
remember what he strove for,

(35) caie s (Ll 3805 25

LN N
46




sl ol dlll oy

Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

‘;L’cj'f'd\j By those (angels) who pull out (the souls of

the disbelievers and the wicked)

La%e with great violence;

« The letter 4 indicates the oath that Allah takes.

o The word ule;LJl comes from the root of £, which means to

pull out something, strip off, peel off or remove something

that is deeply rooted.

o The word Ls,¢ is to sink into something and be lost in.

Note to Teacher: Let the teacher begin with explaining the importance of
believing in the Qur'an. We need to believe that the Qur'an is the word of
Allah through which He speaks to the creation. Also, there is a connection
between all the surahs; and the beginning of each surah connects to the
end of the previous surah. Thus, nothing is random; there is also a beautiful
connection between each ayah, which will be apparent only if one
ponders and reflects upon the ayah.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In this ayah, Allah swears by the angels who have been
commanded to take the souls of the people. How the soul
will be pulled out will depend upon the person.

« The angels in this ayah forcefully and violently pull the soul
out, and in doing so they are totally concentrating on their
task, until the soul departs from the body to receive the
recompense for one’s deeds in this life.

o It is said they will pull out the souls in the above manner,
from the bodies of the disbelievers and the hypocrites. Their
souls will not want to leave the bodies knowing the terrible
abode ahead of them. This will make the angels pull their

soul harshly, until it comes out.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in the angels as Pillar of Faith.

°
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BELIEF IN THE ANGELS (aS5lally ¢ylosdl)

« Angels are honorable slaves of Allah that He created from
light. They are neither males nor females. They do not eat
or drink or have any desires.

« Angels do not disobey Allah in any matter and do only
what they have been commanded.

« They never get bored or tired of worshipping Allah. Only
Allah alone knows their number. They have an ability to
appear in any form by the permission of Allah.

« The humans and the angels both have intellect but the
humans follow their desires, while the angels do not. They
love what Allah loves and hate what Allah hates. Whatever
Allah commands them, they will do it, and whatever He
forbids they will abstain from it.

Benefits of believing in the angels:

1. It increases our knowledge in the greatness of Allah, His
power and His abilities.

2. ltincreases us in gratefulness when we see how He takes
care of us by appointing the angels to protect us and to
preserve our deeds by writing them.

3. It brings love for the angels when we know that they
supplicate for the believers and seek forgiveness for
them.
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Deeds of those disbelievers and hypocrites whose souls will
be pulled out:

1. They follow what angers Allah and hate what pleases
Him.

0f= 9 9 =

‘o.b)b.ﬂg 8R9>9 ug.\).‘m iSu)Lo.” (o.e.a.s'" |.>| uuS.Q

Then how (will it be) when the angels will take their souls at death,
smiting their faces and their backs?

dadl 5l 8155 168,35 W B2 s 16381 885, s

That is because they followed that which angered Allah and hated
that which pleased Him. So, He made their deeds fruitless.
(Surah Muhammad: 27, 28)

2. They send forth all the deeds full of sins, and they spend
their life, disobeying Allah.

Sl SIAE I98935 RBIL3I5 Raho3 8 Golsd &3l & 19333 5030 355 355 35
And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of those
who disbelieve (at death), they smite their faces and their backs,
(saying): "Taste the punishment of the blazing Fire."

seedll B, Lo &1 &5 4%yl EalE Ly a3
"This is because of that which your hands had forwarded. And verily,

Allah is not unjust to His slaves."
(Surah Al Anfal: 50,51)

3. They commit shirk by worshipping someone else besides
Allah, thus belying Allah and His ayat.
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Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects
His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)?
For such their appointed portion (good things of this worldly life and
their period of stay therein) will reach them from the Book (of Decrees)
until, when Our Messengers (the angel of death and his assistants)
come to them to take their souls, they (the angels) will say: "Where are
those whom you used to invoke and worship besides Allah," they will
reply, "They have vanished and deserted us." And they will bear
witness against themselves, that they were disbelievers.

(Surah Al A'raaf: 37)

4. They disbelieve and deny Allah, they are arrogant
towards following His ayat and submitting to the
messenger.

JyLuJLgusgzuw al 563 &5 Ul o> JLS iﬁBifJ|J56;i§|ozAf;Iﬁif--
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And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie against Allah,
or says: "l have received inspiration,” whereas he is not inspired in
anything; and who says, "l will reveal the like of what Allah has
revealed." And if you could but see when the Zalimun (polytheists and
wrong doers, etc.) are in the agonies of death, while the angels are
stretching forth their hands (saying): "Deliver your souls! This day you
shall be recompensed with the torment of degradation because of
what you used to utter against Allah other than the truth. And you used
to reject His Ayat(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations,

etc.) with disrespect!”
(Surah Al An’aam: 93)

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to readlize of importance of faith; the benefits of it

and the consequence of not having it.
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« We need be more cautious of our actions that we send
forth. That will determine how our soul will be taken by the
angels at the time of our death.

« We need to believe that we are all fravelers and we do not
know the time of our return; this should make us prepared
for our journey any time.

« We need to increase in doing good deeds and be easy
upon the people. We need to give them time to change

and not pull things out forcefully from them.
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Qur'an Recitation (5¢3l)

Tajweed (sy5231)

Memorization (LasJl)
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

& '?-':' - - T.-"
Il -"'!: - \l ﬁt‘o!
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Word Meaning

gﬁa_;fd\j By those (angels) who

Ua_:«.s gently take out (the souls of the

believers) ;

o The word wl.bSUI means to come out, to leave or depairt.

It also means quick and easy. L. 4 is someone who is

energetic and has high spirits and does something quickly.
o Here it refers to those angels who withdraw the souls of the

believers smoothly and quickly.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Inthis ayah, Allah swears again by the angels who take the
souls of the people; but the angels described here have a

complete opposite character to the first ones. Here we see
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the souls of the believers being removed in a very gentle
manner.
o The hadith below is a part of a long hadith that explains
how the soul is removed for the believers.
ode BN &) EI5 « B3 Ge glaills 85531 e Jhsl 3 B 13] 508401 33201 &)
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If the slave is a believer and if he was among those who were longing
for the hereafter and separated from this life, the angels with white
faces will descend over him. Their faces will be like the sun. They will
have a shroud from the shrouds of the Paradise, and the embalms from
embalms of Paradise, they will sit around him, as far as his eyes can
stretch. The angel of death will come and sit next to his head. He will
then say to the slave, ‘Oh the one who is purified! come out to the
forgiveness from Allah (&) and His pleasure. He said: ‘So the person’s

soul will come out (easily and gently) like a drop from a waterskin.’
The Angel of Death will take the soul and when he has taken it, the
other angels do not leave it in his hand even for the blink of an eye
before they place it in that shroud and embalms (from Paradise).
(Abi Dawood, 4753, Graded: Hasan)

« ltis said that, when death comes to the believer, he is given
the glad tidings of the pleasure of Allah and the honor that
awaits him. So, nothing will then be more beloved to the
person than what he sees before himself, and he will love to

meet Allah, just like how Allah would love to meet him.
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A'isha reported that Allah's Messenger (£) said: He who loves to meet
Allah, Allah loves to meet him, and he who dislikes to meet Allah, Allah
abhors to meet him. | ('A'isha) said: Allah's Apostle, so far as the feeling
of aversion against death is concerned, we dall have this feeling.
Thereupon he (the Holy Prophet) said: It is not that (which you
construe), but (this) that when a believer (at the time of death) is given
the glad tidings of the mercy of Allah, His Pleasure, and of Paradise,
he loves to meet Allah, and Allah also loves to meet him, and when
an unbeliever is given the news of the torment at the Hand of Allah,
and Hardship to be imposed by Him, he dislikes to meet Allah and
Allah also abhors to meet him.(Sahih Muslim, 2684 a)

Some of the signs of a good end:

« Uttering the shahaadah (testimony of faith) while dying

« Dying with sweat on the forehead

« Dying on a Friday

« Dying as a fighter for the sake of Allah

« Dying of a stomach disease

« When a woman dies as a result of childbirth, or when she is
pregnant

« Death caused by burning, pleurisy and tuberculosis

« Dying guarding the borders of Islam for the sake of Allah

« Dying while doing a righteous deed.
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These are the good signs which point to a good end, but
despite that we cannot be certain that a specific person

is one of the people of paradise.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We needto ask Allah to strengthen our belief in the matters
of the unseen. This will make our submission easy in life.

« When we submit in life, then for sure our souls will submit
and our departure from this life will be quick and easy.

« We need to ask Allah for a good end, without ftrials, that
could weaken and deceive us.

« We needto have alonging to meet Allah in this life; this will
make it easy to overcome the fear of death that we will

have to face one day.

°
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Qur'an Recitation (5¢3l)

Tajweed (sy5231)

Memorization (LasJl)
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

Tafsir (sewszl)
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Word Meaning

sl Lad g And by those that swim along

ES that swim along (i.e. angels or planets
in

their orbits, etc.)

o The word &Ll comes from the root of .., which means

to swim, to glide, to glorify, and to remove any fault.

o The olxLs are the angels that move by the command of

Allah, that is, they rush to fulfill His commands quickly as a
swimmer may swim through water. By this action they are

glorifying Allah and negating any faults from Him.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In this ayah, Allah swears by those angels that ascend and
descend fulfilling His commands.
« This signifies their absolute submission to Allah’s commands

and their hastening to fulfill His orders.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« Push back any negative thoughts that come into our mind
and spread positivity.

e Say alll 4w, for the matters that we do not understand.
Surely, there is wisdom behind them. This is how we will

negate all the imperfections from Allah and not think

anything negative about His actions.

°
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your

rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,

Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Oz
Word Meaning
SAFEABA(E And by those that press forward
\.E_n.w as in arace (i.e. the angels or stars or
the horses, eic.)

o The word ula;Lll comes from the root of 5., which means

to race forward or to compete with successfully.

« This ayah refers to those angels who press ahead of others
going forward as in a race, to fulfil the commands of Allah.
It also refers to those angels who press forward ahead of
the devils to convey the revelation to Allah’s messengers
before the devils can eavesdrop on what is being

revealed.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The angels carry out the commands of Allah and they do it
more accurately than us.

« The angels have a strong desire fo compete with other
angels, in order to be the first ones to implement the
commands of Allah, in spite of knowing the fact that they
will neither be rewarded nor accounted for their deeds.
This is exactly how we need to develop our desire to do
actions for Allah’s pleasure and be foremost in them.

« What will make us to strive harder to be foremost? When we
are certain about the Day of Judgement, we will run
forward to perform good deeds in order to be among the

first ones to secure our place and position with Allah.

Benefits of being among the foremost:

e It is the command from Allah, so if one strives to be the

foremost to attain the pleasure of Allah and His paradise,

he is obeying His Lord.

=

.
@ "—.'— 0'7' o f .oEo— - @ "0 — 7 —fo—*'?—— o 22w 'L'u—.?—" :: —
allly Igial Goall Sacl 4o33lg claddl (5325 lgudse didg R53) Uo Braa ] ledsla
_e oze 23y € - _ L2s@d 07 _ % & _
ebzll Jasll o3 dllg © 2Ly s 4oy dUl Juas Gl © aldys

Race one with another in hastening towards Forgiveness from your
Lord (Allah), and towards Paradise, the width whereof is as the width
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of heaven and earth, prepared for those who believe in Allah and His
Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He
pleases. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty. (Surah Al Hadid: 21)

o The best of the nations who will be the foremost to enter the

highest level in Jannah: Al- Firdaus, are the ones who were

foremost in doing all the good deeds.

Sohyls @ @k5 OB 3 Hedylad gyl
It is these who race for the good deeds, and they are foremost in them

[e.g. offering the compulsory Salat (prayers) in their (early) stated,
fixed times and so on]. (Surah Al Mu’'minun: 61)

« The ones who were foremost will be the ones closest to

Allah on the Day of Judgement.

PR

And those foremost [(in Islamic Faith of Monotheism and in performing
righteous deeds) in the life of this world on the very first call for to
embrace Islam,] will be foremost (in Paradise).

—y

5338401 &l

These will be those nearest to Allah. (Surah Al Waqi'ah: 10,11)

« Subhan Allah, to be among the foremost, is not an action
that is outwardly, but it is a continuous race within us. The
ones who will be foremost to enter paradise, will be the
mutawakkileen, who rely completely upon Allah.
Tawakkul is the action of the heart that will make them to

be foremost on the Day of Judgement.
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What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?

« We need to be aware of some challenges like pride, and
arrogance, that may come into a person who is trying to

be foremost.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to learn how to prioritize our maitters, and
accordingly, give more time towards them.

« We need to take every opportunity that will make us move
forward and also be a self-motivator at times when we feel
lazy and lethargic.

« We need to follow the companions of the Prophet (£), and
the strength of their belief, that made them prefer the
hereafter to this life.

« Beware of the challenges like worldly concerns, arrogance
and pride that one might fall into while trying to compete

with others.

°
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

‘;\’)3’3_1\3 And by those angels who arrange to do

the Commands of their Lord, (so verily,

you disbelievers will be called to

account).

o The word ulys0Jl comes from the word ;4.5 which means

thorough planning, thorough organization or executing a
matter diligently.
« Allah is swearing here by those angels that execute His

command in an organized and diligent manner.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah describes the angels who are entrusted with
disposing of the actions, like the rain, vegetation, trees,

wind, seas, fetuses, animals, paradise, hellfire and so forth.
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Description of the different jobs of the angels:

» lJibreel is responsible for revelations; he learns them from
Allah, then descends to deliver them to the messengers.
Seadlall &5 o3 &l

And truly, this (the Qur'an) is a revelation from the Lord of the 'Alamin
(mankind, jinns and all that exists),

Sua3l Fo3 43 J5
Which the trustworthy Ruh [Jibrael (Gabriel)] has brought down;
Spdiall He 5e83 a8 Lz

Upon your heart (O Muhammad SAW) that you may be (one) of the
warners.

(Surah Ash Shu'ara:192-194)

 lIsrafeel is responsible for blowing into the tfrumpet that will
begin the Day of Resurrection.

o Israfeel is also one of the angels that carry the throne of
Allah.

« Mikaeel is responsible for the lands, the rain, and the
plants.

« The angel of death is responsible for taking the souls of
people at the time of death.

o Maalik is the keeper of the hellfire.

« Ridwaan is the keeper of paradise.

« On every person’s right and left, there are angels sitting

and recording a person’s deeds.
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What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?

« The major challenge here is when people deny the
existence of angels or give them power and exalt them by

making them the sons or daughters of Allah.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to believe that Allah is Able and has all the might
and power; He does not need any one to carry out His
tasks, but it is an honor for the angels to do the assigned
jobs.

« We need to adopt this way in our life, to allocate jobs to the
ones under us, in order to make them feel they are honored
when they do those jobs, and not to make them feel
burdened with the jobs.

« We need to assign the jobs according to their abilities and
power. Allah assigned the greatest task of revelation and
destruction of the unjust nations to Jibreel alone, due to his
ability of doing so. He has 600 wings, one wing covering

the entire horizon. Subhan Allah.
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« We need to know that worshipping Allah is an honorable
job, which Allah assigned us with. So, we should fulfill it
without being lazy and feeling burdened.

« We should never show our need when we assign the jobs
to the people, but rather be self-sufficient from them, and
trust only Allah to get our work done. Relying upon the

people to get the tasks done can affect our tawheed.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

It aros
@“?U‘ue-jrx

Word Meaning

A9 On the Day (when the first blowing of

the Trumpet is blown)

do>PIl oy the earth and the mountains will

shake violently (and everybody will
die),

« The word (2>,5 comes from the root &>, which means to

shake or rattle. We have another word in the Qur'an, J3J;

which has a similar meaning, to shake something, to make
someone or something to slip. Both these words are used

in the Qur’'an in the context of the Day of Judgement.

o The word da>lJl is referring to the first blow of the Trumpet

for the Day of the Judgement to start.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah gives us a confirmation about the Last Day by
swearing by the angels. The more something is unseen, the
more Allah will confirm it for us so that we have no doubt in
it.

o Allah is our Creator, He is All-Aware of our inner state. He
knows we need reminders and confirmations to believe in
the unseen.

« Allah does not need to swear or confirm, as everything
from Allah is the truth. If we take it as it is, it is the way to
success. But if we deny or have doubt, Allah will nurture us
through different decrees so we can confirm to the truth of
the unseen. He does not let us deviate easily. The

reminders and confirmations will be sent time and again.
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BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (1331 pguls olosdl)

»L

« We believe that on the Day of Judgment the trumpet will
be blown twice. Everyone will die after the first blow of the

tfrumpet. Allah says:
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And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and all
who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom Allah will.

Then it will be blown a second time and behold, they will be standing,
looking on (waiting). (Surah Az Zumar: 68)

« After the second blow in the tfrumpet, all the mankind will

be resurrected from their graves.
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What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?

« The main challenge we face here is the denial of the Day

of Judgement or the recompense.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to daffiim that the knowledge of the Day of

Judgement lies only with Allah; neither Jibreel o3l 4dc nor

Prophet (¥!) were aware of when exactly it would occur.

« Our concern should be how to prepare for this day and
what we should send forth from the deeds that will benefit
us and save us from the horrors of this day.

« We need to reflect upon the minor earthquakes that strike
us; the Day of Judgement will actually start with an
earthquake that will destroy the entire earth at once.

« There are many instances when we face sudden shakes in
our lives through decree; we need to take these situations
seriously and mend our actions before we face the last Day
of Judgement.

« We need to strengthen our knowledge of this day, by
knowing the major and the minor signs that will be

apparent before this day.
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« We need to know that on the Day of Judgement no one will

benefit anyone, neither our children nor our wealth. This

should motivate us to work harder and do righteous good

deeds.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

follows it (and everybody will be raised

up)

the second blowing of the Trumpet

e
\

(o
U
Q:t\

« The word 4ésl,J] comes from the root (s, which means to

come after, follow or succeed. So dssl,ll is the second blow

in the tfrumpet on the Day of Judgement.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« When Allah decrees that all living beings should die, He will
command Israfeel to blow the trumpet. Israfeel will give a
mighty blast that will terrify all creatures and as a result,
they will all swoon and die.

« In this surah it does not mention specifically ‘blowing of the

trumpet’, but the effects that will take place.
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o It is said that after the first trumpet, everything will stay like
that for as long as Allah decrees, which is described as
forty without specifying whether it is days, months or years
— Allah knows best how long it is.

o Then Allah will send a cloud that will produce rain. When
the water reaches the tail bones in the grave, the bodies
will grow from it just like how plants grow. All the dead will
be recreated just as Allah created them the first time, and
He is Able to do all things.

« The second trumpet is for all of us to gather for our
recompense and our accounts. This is what the disbelievers
had a problem with. They denied the fact that once they
are bones and mud, how will Allah be able to resurrect
them to human again. Subhan Allah, Allah is Able to do

everything; and it also shown in this life for us to be certain.
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Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (£) said, "Between the two blowing
of the trumpet there will be forty." The people said, "O Abu Huraira!
Forty days?" | refused to reply. They said, "Forty years?" | refused to
reply and added: Everything of the human body will decay except
the coccyx bone (of the tail) and from that bone Allah will reconstruct
the whole body. (Sahih Al Bukhari, Book 65, Hadith 4814)
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Displays of the Abilities of Allah:

« When Allah sends down rain to the dead land, it becomes
green and flourishes. This shows the ability of Allah to bring
the dead back to life.

« Anotherinstance is when Allah brought Uzair ssL.l 4 back

to life after death.
o Similarly when Ibrahim .Ml 4de asked Allah about the

resurrection, he too was shown how the birds came back
to life in spite of being cut into pieces and placed on
different mountains. This is how Allah Al Azeez Al Hakeem
gathers the dead and Allah is Able to do everything.

« When we will be recreated, we will be the same person but
our bodies will be different, our eyes will see the unseen
and we will hear what we could not hear in this life. The
bodies will be able to handle the eternal delight or eternal
punishment. May Allah grant us paradise and protect us
from the hellfire. Ameen.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to believe with certainty that Allah is All-Able to
bring everything back to life after death.

« We should not ignore the signs from Allah; how things at
times do not work and then they start to work without our
efforts. This is by Allah’s ability alone.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

‘F, e Ry Y,
A \ . > -
@*&Jﬁxwh

Word Meaning

f’_gjé (Some) hearts will shake.
Liaga that Day

SLE_?\j with fear and anxiety.

e w9l comes from the root (_Js) which means to turn. The

hearts can change from one extreme to another.
. The word 4y means trembling, shivering with fear. Out of
fear, the hearts will be pounding so hard they would

actually be able to feel it.

Tadabbur (ssa2))

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o This ayah speaks about the condition of the hearts on the

Day of Judgement.
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« Those who disbelieve in Allah, His messenger and the Day
of Judgement will face this fear, and their hearts will feel
the horrors of the Day of Judgement.

o There are three kinds of hearts that have been described
by the scholars. The healthy heart, the dead heart, and the

sick heart.

The Healthy Heart: It is a heart cleansed from any passion

that challenges what Allah commands or disputes what
He forbids.

The Dead Heart: This is the opposite of the healthy heart. It

does not know its Rabb and does not worship Him as He
commands, in the way which He likes, and with which He

is pleased.

The Sick Heart: This is a heart with life in it, as well as iliness.

It has love for Allah, faith in Him, sincerity towards Him, and
reliance upon Him but at the same time. it also has a
craving for lust and pleasure and prefers them and strives

to experience them.

o The first heart is alive, submitted to Allah, humble, sensitive
and aware; the second is britlle and dead; the third wavers

between either its safety or its ruin.
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o Our heart is the first place that faces all the effects of the
situations.

o For sure we do not want our hearts to face this extreme fear
and be sad on that day.

« We need to ask Allah to protect our hearts and give it the
best of the nourishments in this life; and the best
nourishment that a heart could receive is the Qur'an. The

Qur'an will remove all the griefs and sorrows.

Worship:
We ask Allah to make the Qur'an the spring of our hearts. The

Prophet (£) used to supplicate at the time of grief and sorrow,

the following dua:
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On the authority of ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud that the Messenger of Allah
(¥) said: “O Allah, | am your slave, the son of your slave. My forelock
is in Your Hand. Your judgment of me is inescapable. Your trial of me
is just. | am invoking You by all the names that You call Yourself, that
You have taught to anyone in Your creation, that You have mentioned

in Your Book, or that You have kept unknown. Let the Qur'an be delight
of my heart, the light of my chest, the remover of my sadness and the
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pacifier of my worries. "Whoever was dfflicted with grief and distress
and says (see the following Dua), Allah, the Exalted and Ever-Majestic,
will remove his grief and will change his sorrow into happiness.” It was
said, “O Messenger of Allah! (Do) we have to learn these words?” He
said, “Yes, whoever hears them should learn them.”

(Musnand Ahmad, 6/153, Sahih)

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should ask Allah to keep us firm on His religion. The
Prophet (¥) would always ask Allah: ‘O Changer of the

Hearts, keep our hearts firm on Your religion.’
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Abdullah b. Amr b. al-'As reported that he heard Allah's Messenger
(£) as saying: “Verily, the hearts of all the sons of Adam are between
the two fingers out of the fingers of the Compassionate Lord as one
heart. He turns that to any (direction) He likes.” Then Allah’s Messenger
(2) said: “0 Allah, the Turner of the hearts, turn our hearts to Thine
obedience.”

(Sahih Muslim 2655)

« We need to apply what we learn in the Qur'an and Sunnah
that will remove the fear and sadness on the Day of
Judgement.

« We need to avert situations in our lives that can put us in
unnecessary ftrials.
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o Strengthening one’s belief in Allah and the Day of
Judgement is the best way to avert any fear in this life and
on the Day of Judgement.

« There is good fear that we need to have for Allah, that will
make us magnify Him alone, and His punishments in the
hereafter. At the same time, this kind of fear if it is for
anyone rather than Allah, it can put us into the folds of shirk.

« When we fear Allah in this life, we will not be fearful on the

Day of Judgement.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning
&G Their eyes
v -

il cast down

e The word 4<% means to be humiliated and humbled

down.
« Their eyes will be humbled, unable to stare or even look at
anything except in a weak, faint manner. Rather, their

eyesight will be lowered from humiliation.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« After describing the state of the hearts, Allah follows it by
the description of the eyes.

o There is a connection that we can see in the two ayat. The
exireme fear in the heart due to witnessing the horrors of
the Day of Judgement, would make the eyes feel the guilt
of all the wrong they did in this life. All the truth that they
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denied would then be visible to them, and they would have
no choice but to humble their eyes down with humiliation.
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And you will see them brought forward to it (Hell) made humble by
disgrace, (and) looking with stealthy glance. (Surah Ash Shura: 45)

« We see a similar situation in our lives. For example, if we
lied to our parents about meeting our friends for group
study, and they found out that it was a party instead, how
do we face our parents when they come to know the
reality? For sure, our eyes will be lowered in shame and out

of humiliation, we will not be able to face them.

How can this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in Allah Al Baseer.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

o Allah is Al Baseer, the All-Seeing; the first meaning of this
name is to see or notice, the second is o understand, the
third is to have insight or to perceive, and the fourth is to be
precisely aware.

« Al Baseer refers to the perfection and the totality of Allah’s
seeing, which cannot be compared with the seeing of any
other created being. He is the one whose insight sees all
things clearly, even the smallest act and both the hidden
and the apparent. He is the one who sees and understands
all that has been and all that will be. We need to know that
our eyesight is very limited in this life, but in the hereafter,

Allah will make it sharper for us to see His actions.

Impacts of this name in our life:

« Knowing this name will make us watch our deeds, as Allah
Al Baseer sees everything and nothing is hidden from Him.

o We will strive for more lhsan in everything we do.

« We ask Him to bless our sight for us in this life and hereafter.
It was the Sunnah of our Prophet (¥) to supplicate for the
well-being in his sight, which encourages us to do the

same.
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'Abdu'r-Rahman ibn Abi Bakra reported that he said to his father, "I
heard you making this supplication every morning: 'O Allah, make me
healthy in my body. O Allah, make me healthy in my hearing. O Allah,
make me healthy in my sight. There is no god but You.' and repeat it
three times in the evening and three times in the morning. You say, 'O
Allah, | seek refuge with You from disbelief and poverty. O Allah, | seek
refuge with You from the punishment of the grave. There is no god but
You,' and you repeat it three times in the evening and three times in
the morning." He replied, :Yes, my son. | heard the Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, say them and | like to follow
his sunnah."

(Al Adab Al Mufrad, Book 1, Hadith 701, Graded : Hasan( Al Albani)
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What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?
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 The main challenge we may face in this life would be to
protect and lower our gaze and avoid seeing anything that
is forbidden.
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Abu Talha reported: While we were sitting in front of the houses and
talking amongst ourselves, Allah's Messenger (£) happened to come
there. He stood by us and said: What about you and your meetings on
the paths? Avoid these meetings on the paths. We said: We were
sitting here without (any intention of doing harm to the passers-by) ;
we are sitting to discuss matters and to hold conversation amongst
ourselves. Thereupon he said: If there is no help (for you but to sit on
these paths), then give the paths their rights and these are lowering of
the gaze, exchanging of greetings and good conversation.”

(Sahih Muslim 2161)

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should be grateful for the immense blessing of eyes that
Allah has blessed us with, without us asking for it.

« We should humiliate ourselves to Allah in this life. Giving in
to our desires will bring in all the humiliation on the Day of
Judgement and this will be visible on our faces and our

eyes.
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We should not be proud and arrogant in life; this will make
us reject the truth and will become the main cause of our
humiliation on the Day of Judgement.

We should develop this humiliation in our worship,
especially in our prayers. One of the ways to inherit the
Firdaus is to be humble in our prayers.

We should not be a source to humiliate others or the ones
who are under us.

We should protect our eyes in this life, by avoiding the
forbidden things that can affect our mind and heart, and

supplicate to Allah for its well-being.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning
Ol ods They say

&3333}1 \3\‘ Shall we indeed be returned

§}é\_’zj\ Lg to (our) former state of life?

« The word s¢3,0 means to return, not acceptable. So, the

disbelievers are asking in amazement if they would be

returned to the life after being dead?

« The word 3,3> comes from 5,4>~, which means a hole or a

pit or a well.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Those who have doubts in the resurrection will always have
an internal struggle against their fitrah, which reminds them

of the truth. Moreover, they will continue to hide and deny

oo o
113




the truth that comes to them, either by arguing, debating,

fighting or questioning.

How can this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in Allah Al Qadir Al Qadeer.

« When we believe in resurrection and the Last Day.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

« Allah is Al Qadeer, All-Able; He has the perfect, complete
power and ability. By the power of Al Qadeer, the creation
is brought info being, life and death is given and by His
power the resurrection and recompense will be

established.

Impacts of this name in our life:

« It will help us to cure our hearts from envy and jealousy
when we believe that all the affairs are by the decree of
Allah Al Qadeer.

« It will make us more patient and pleased with His decree
and be grateful to whatever situations we are placed in.

« When we know Al Qadeer that He can make everything

happen by His Power, we will ask Him alone.
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BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (1331 pguls olosdl)

Belief in the Hereafter has many benefits.

1.

It will make us show more patience and not rebel against

Allah during any difficult decree.

. It will make us do good deeds and avoid all the bad

deeds.

3. It will make us have high ethics and morals.

. It will make us fear Allah more and obey all the divine

rulings He sent down for us.

. It will make us more truthful, do everything on time, and

complete all our works.

. It will make us behave honestly toward ourselves, our

family, environment, couniry, nation and the humanity as

a whole.

. It will make us show more love and compassion to

everyone around us, be helpful to them and serve them

to the best of our abilities.

. It will make us never abandon justice, and never oppress

anyone.

. It will make us spend our money on things that please

Allah.
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What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?

« The biggest challenge here is when people have doubts or

deny the Day of Judgement.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We needto believe with certainty in the Day of Judgement.
« We need to reflect upon the signs of the Day of Judgement

that Allah shows us on this earth.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
(W2 ke 8

Word Meaning
@i % (%
LS 131 Even after we are

535 Lallae crumbled bones?

« The word slic means bones, and &, is the description of

the bones. It means decayed, corroded, and

decomposed.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In life, when we recruit someone for a job, what are the
criteria  we see? Their ability, strength, power and
trustworthiness. When we find a person with these abilities,
we recruit them to carry out the tasks.

« When it comes to taking care of the universe, life and
death, provisions and the disposing of the affair, for sure we
need to believe only Allah, the One Who is All-Able, All-

Mighty can handle and dispose these affairs.
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« What could be the main challenge that might have led
them to deny the resurrection?

Not knowing Allah and His power and ability to create,
dispose the matters, and resurrect.
Allah mentions in Surah At-Talaq that the main reason for
the creation of the seven skies and the earth, and
disposing of all the affairs between them, is to know two
main things:
1. That Allah is All-Able to do everything,
2. That Allah’s knowledge encompasses everything.
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It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth the like
thereof (i.e. seven). His Command descends between them (heavens
and earth), that you may know that Allah has power over all things,
and that Allah surrounds (comprehends) all things in (His) Knowledge.
(Surah At Talaq:12)

« When one has full knowledge about Allah, His actions, His
attributes, then no sound mind can refuse or question the
resurrection. For sure then the refusal and the doubts will be

due to arrogance and pride.
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Worship:
« We need to ask Allah to grant us the beneficial knowledge,

through which we can build our certainty about the Day of

Judgement, and not let any doubts creep into our minds.
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Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of
Allah (£) seldom left a gathering without supplicating in these terms:
(O Allah, apportion to us such fear as should serve as a barrier
between us and acts of disobedience; and such obedience as will
take us to Your Jannah; and such as will make easy for us to bear in
the calamities of this world. O Allah! let us enjoy our hearing, our sight
and our power as long as You keep us alive and make our heirs from
our own offspring, and make our revenge restricted to those who
oppress us, and support us against those who are hostile to us let no
misfortune afflict our Deen; let not worldly affairs be our principal
concern, or the ultimate limit of our knowledge, and let not those rule
over us who do not show mercy to us)."

(At Tirmidhi,3502, Graded: Hasan)

How do we act on the ayah?

« We have to increase our knowledge about Allah.
« Anything that we watch or see in this life, about people or
things becoming alive, it is only from the ability of Allah

alone.
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« We should attribute complete power and ability to Allah

alone, or else we can fall into the category of shirk when

we attribute the power and ability to someone else besides

Allah.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning
&f\.} bj\é They say: It would
Suls 555 13) in that case, be a return with loss

« The word 3,5 means to return, one more time.

o The word &,.l> is from the root word ,..> which means to

lose.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« When the disbelievers refused to believe in the
resurrection, Allah informs us that there were some who
said if they were ever to return after death, then that return
would be a losing one.

« Consider how it will be if we are at a loss in this life; if all that
we earned for years (house, properties etc.), goes into loss,

how will we feel about it? Surely we will regret every wrong
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decision we made, or the action we did that led to the
destruction and loss.
« What makes someone not to be in a loss in the hereafter?
Four actions are required from us, in order not to be losers:
1. to believe (including all the pillars),
2. to dorighteous good deeds,
3. torecommend each other upon the truth, and
4

to recommend each other to be patient upon it.
2ozl
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By Al-'Asr (the time).

Verily! Man is in loss,

Except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous
good deeds, and recommend one another to the truth (i.e. order one
another to perform all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma'ruf) which Allah has
ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar)
which Allah has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience
(for the sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may encounter in
Allah's Cause during preaching His religion of Islamic Monotheism or
Jihad, etc.).

(Surah Al *Asr:1-3)
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What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?

« The biggest challenge we face here are the distractions
and the glamour of this life, and following our desires, that
will prevent us from believing and sending forth good
deed:s.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to take measures to protect ourselves and our
families from being at loss in the hereafter.

« Take benefit of the time and organize our day.

o« Choose the best opportunities that will give us more
success. For example, if we have option A and option B,
but we know option B is more beneficial then choose
option B.

« Ask Allah to keep us steadfast at times of trial and continue
our journey to truth.

« Make dua for goodness in this life and in the hereafter.

35 L 53§ 5T 55 gl Js-aéplms%km|ul@w|égm§‘0ﬂj|f}é

Narrated Anas: The Prophet () used to say, "O Allah! Our Lord! Give
us in this world that, which is good and in the Hereafter that, which is
good and save us from the torment of the Fire." (Sahih Al Bukhari, 6389)
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
(Wh5 555 o UE

=

Word Meaning

2 il But only, it will be

%.1_3.\’ g):v a single Zajrah [shout (i.e., the second
blowing of the Trumpet)].

 The word ,>; means to prevent, hold back, scold, shout

out, rebuke. Here the word refers to the second blowing of

the trumpet.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In the previous ayah, when the disbelievers make a big
deal about resurrection and coming back to life after
becoming crumbled bones, Allah describes the ease with
which He will resurrect them.

« This shows the ability of Allah to bring everyone back to life

with only one single shout.
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« In life, when we want to bring or gather someone, how
many times do we need to announce or shout in the
microphones; still we are not able to gather them on time.
Even if we manage to gather them, we will not be able to
get their attention to listen to the instructions. Subhan Allah,
to Allah belongs the best example; a single shout is enough
to gather everyone from the time of Adam to the last
person on the earth, and they will all stand forth, alive.

 This is when the souls will enter the exact bodies and there
will be no confusion or messing up of the souls with other
bodies.

« We should also know Allah does not require any shout or
cry to gather us, He is able to do things with ‘be’ and it will
be. But Allah deals with us with justice and ease. We are
used to being called in this life and this is the way it will be

continued on the Day of Judgement.

How do we act on the ayah?

o Any loud cry or shout in this life should remind us of the
shout on the Day of Judgement.
« We learn submission and obedience. In life, someone with

authority will command us, give us instructions in a loud

[N
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manner, and this will be a test for our obedience and
submission.
We can use the same policy at times of crisis to gather

people and we also learn this from the ants, when the army

of Sulaiman oLl ¢le was approaching, the female ant

leader shouted and instructed the other ants to enter their
dwellings.

It also teaches us tawheed; we will only be able to follow
instructions when we have one leader calling us or

commanding us.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
(ONGIRA

Word Meaning

on 1305 When, behold, they find

§}.9\..“Z«JL3 themselves over the earth alive after
their death,

« The word s,al.ll is a kind of ground that is pale and flat as

far as the eye can see. The people will be apparent and on
the surface of the earth. They will no longer be mixed and
mingled in the soil. No one will be hiding because there will
be no landmarks.

« Another meaning is someone who stays up late at night.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o All creations, upon this single shout, will rise from their
graves alive and will be presented before Allah so that He

may judge them. Allah says:
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It will be but a single Saihah (shout, etc.), so behold! They will all be
brought up before Us! (Surah Yasin: 53)

o This is the ability of Allah; when He wants something to
happen, He only says, “Be,” and it happens; not a moment
passes before it occurs. Allah says about His word:

il a8 33215 9] G4l s

And Our Commandment is but one, as the twinkling of an eye.
(Surah Al Qamar: 50)

« After the second blowing of the tfrumpet, all the souls will
be reunited with their bodies, and there will be no mistake.
This refutes the claim of reincarnation and those who
believe that the soul enters different bodies.

« After this gathering, Allah will judge between them by His
Justice and Favor; justice for the disbelievers and favors for
the believers.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to believe that nothing is difficult for Allah; we
should have no doubt in His Ability and Power.

« We need to negate any ability from ourselves; Allah is the
One Who provides us with power and ability.

o Our bodies will decay and get decomposed, as we are
created from dust and we will return to it. So we should not
be arrogant or proud of ourselves.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

SIGT U2 Has there come to you

3

S0 9R S>> the story of Musa (Moses)?

o There is a shift in the scene, from the Day of Judgement to

the narration of a story. The story mentioned here is of

Musa 2Ll 4.lc. This is a direct message to the Prophet (£)

in a question form.

« We should know that we will not find a story of a messenger

repeated most in the Qur'an except that of Musa asll 4.le.
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BELIEF IN THE MESSENGERS (JwyJls &slosdl)

It is essential to have faith in all the messengers, from the
first of them to the last of them. Whoever denies a single
messenger, he is a disbeliever.

The messengers are sent to deliver a message. They are
the ones to whom Allah has sent down revelation and who
convey His Law to mankind.

The messengers are only humans. They eat and drink, they
have other humanly needs, they get sick and they die.
Allah sent messengers to every nation and provided them

with laws that their nations must follow.

Allah sent Prophet Musa a3l 44lc to the Israelites.

He is also one of the five well-known messengers of
determination and they are: Muhammad (), Ibrahim

(Abraham), Musa (Moses), ‘Isa (Jesus), and Nuh (Noah)

may peace and prayers be on all of them. Allah called

them pj=ll Jsi  in the Quran.

He was one Allah spoke to, and he had this honor which

none of the prophets and messengers had.

[N
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« He was a messenger born in in the fribe of Bani Isra’eel in
Egypt. Egypt at that time, was ruled by Fir'aun. He was the
most rebellious ruler who used to kill baby boys at their
birth, and humiliate the Bani Isra’eel by making them work

as slaves.

« When Musa alull ¢de was born, Allah decreed for Musa to

be raised in the house of Fir'aun. Litlle did he know that this
same child would be the source of his destruction. And this
was the might of Allah which he could not resist. Subhan

Allah.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Firaun is an example of the highest level of transgression.
He was arrogant and the worst of arrogance is to see
oneself higher than the truth; this is something which does

not suit us.

« We notice that the story of Musa syl 4 lc is repeated most

often, more than the stories of the other prophets. This is
because he was the prophet sent to the Jews and there
were many Jews in and around the city of Medina during
the Prophet’s time.

« In this ayah, Allah poses a question to the Prophet (£)) as a

way of suspense, ‘has the story of Musa oyl 4.lc come to

you?.’ The Prophet (¥) was not exposed to any mythologies

or legends of the past. His mind was clear of any falsehood,

and the story of Musa oyl 4c is told to him by Allah.

« Why is the story of Musa oMl 4Jec mentioned here,

immediately after mentioning the Day of Judgement? The

scholars mentioned two reasons for this:

[N
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1. The first reason could be for the disbelievers to take heed
of the matter that they have been denying the Day of
Judgement and coming up with excuses. So Allah
mentions to them the story of the biggest tyrant who
disbelieved in the Day of Judgement and considered
himself to be the lord of the worlds. He felt he had all the
power and could do anything he willed. This is a warning
to Quraysh that Firaun was more powerful than them but
look at what happened to him in the end. Could he
survive?

2. The second reason could be a comfort to the Prophet

(¥). Allah mentions he is not the only one facing the

rejection from Quraysh, but Musa ol 4le was also

belied and rejected, by Firaun and his kingdom, and

later by the Bani Isra’eel.

How can this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe Allah is Al Jabbar.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (UL oles}l)

« Allah Al Jabbar has the complete might, but in this context
we can see His mercy as He is consoling the broken heart
of His messenger. This is to restore his peace of mind after
being denied by His people.

« Though Allah Al Jabbar is far above His creation, He is close
to them by His hearing and seeing. He will solace and
comfort the oppressed and punish the tyrants and arrogant

ones.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to learn the wisdom and communication skills
from the Qur’'an.

« When Allah addresses Prophet (£), it is not only for him, but
the matter is related to us too, and we need to listen
attentively to what is being said. Here Allah is providing
console by mentioning the story of Musa and Firaun,
therefore this will be a console for anyone who is facing

rejection from their close ones.

« We need to know that (éu13) is not just a story, but there

are lessons we need to extract from it. This is the main aim
of the stories; we get nurtured from the stories of the Qur’an.
« We need to be grateful to Allah as He narrates
stories/examples of the earlier people, for us to take

lessons from them, and change accordingly.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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45136 3) When his Lord called him
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NAME OF ALLAH

Knowledge (lc)

o The word (wyJl) comes from (dy,5) which means the one

who is nurturing others, taking caring of them from one

state to another, until they reach perfection.

« All actions of Allah are under His name Ar Rabb (,Jl).

General nurturing for all people:

« Allah nurtures the entire creation through His blessings, by
feeding them and making them grow.

 He makes them to exist according to His will and ability and
nobody can choose when something will exist.

« He provides the creation with whatever they need; the
needs of a human are different from a bird, from a fish, from
an atom. The needs of the teenagers are different from that
of a toddler or a baby.

« He sends the means to take care of us and make things
easier for us. The means that our grandparents used at their

times are different than those that are used today. With
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times they have become more technical, faster, and
easier. For example, the means of travel, communication,
fashion etc.

« He gives the creation according to what suits them.

« He guides each creature to what they should do in this life.

« The wisdom behind this kind of nurturing is to be able to live
in this life. If we did not have the general nurturing of Allah,
then not a single creation would survive. No one would eat,

drink or breathe.

Special nurturing for the believers:

« He nurtures the believers to increase them in faith, by
knowing Him through His beautiful Names and Atiributes,
and showing them His actions in this life.

« Allah Ar Rabb guides them to the way of ease for all good
and keeps them away from difficulty.

« He nuriures the believers to establish the prayer and
different acts of worship which may not have been easier
earlier.

o The wisdom behind this nurturing is to be reformed and
nurtured in order to go to paradise and be within the
neighborhood of Allah, along with the messengers and

prophets.
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Action (Joc)

« Be pleased with Allah as your Rabb, Islam as your religion
and Muhammad (%) as your prophet.

« 'Who is your Rabb?’ is the first question of the grave. We
need to know Ar Rabb and live by this name so that we are
able to answer the other questions of the grave.

« Ask Allah by His name Ar Rabb to have His special

nurturing.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
e |35 in Arabic means to call out loud. So, here we know Allah

spoke to Musa sl 4.lc , and it started with a call. He called

Musa with an actual, real calling in which he heard the
voice of Allah.
L85 (o4 alll G183
And to Musa (Moses) Allah spoke directly.(Surah Al Nisa:164)

« Allah chose Musa sl 4.lc to deliver the message, in spite

of the fact that he was not very eloquent in speech. All of
this shows the measure with Allah is not the same as what
we imagine. There is no one like Him, and He is All-Seeing

and All-Hearing.

How can this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe and affirm Allah’s attribute of speech.
« When we believe in Allah Al Quddus
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (UL oles}l)

« When we believe and affirm Allah’s attribute of speech:

1. without rejecting it,

2. without distorting it (to mean something other than
speech),

3. without asking or suggesting exactly how Allah speaks,
and

4. without believing or suggesting Allah’s speech is similar
to the speech of anyone else.

« Allah’s speech is a real, actual speech that befits Allah; it
contains letters and sound that can be heard and it occurs
according to the will of Allah.

« Allah is Al Quddus, Who is absolutely pure. He is far above
any imperfection, error, fault and shortcoming. Another
meaning of this name is the Most Blessed. When we find
places and things being blessed in the Qur'an and the
Sunnah, it is because Allah Al Quddus has blessed them.
Therefore, we do not seek the blessings from the means but

the source i.e. Allah.
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Worship:
« ltis also been narrated that the Prophet (£) used to recite
this name in the bowing and in the prostrations in the

following supplication:

9
@ o 2

U938 Foid " 83935 4c9S5 § Joai HB plwg dule dlll Lo &l Gl ASlE 42

". zodls S &3

‘Aishah said that the prophet (¥) used to say when bowing and
prostrating, “All-Glorious, All-Holy, Lord of the angels and spirit.
(Sahih Muslim 487, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)

What are the major challenges one can face with regards

to this ayah?

« The biggest challenge one can find here is when people
do not believe in the speech of Allah. Some even deny the
Qur'an to be His speech as well.

« Another challenge is when people seek the blessings from

someone rather than Allah.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should believe in the nurturing of Allah through His
name Ar Rabb. The nurturing is to elevate us in ranks and
make us suitable to enter paradise. Allah nurtures us

through knowledge or decree.
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We need to believe Allah can speak to us also, and we
need to strengthen this relation with Allah. When we stand
for prayer, it is our chance to speak to Allah, and when we
recite the Qur'an, Allah speaks to us through it.

We should feel grateful, for Allah allowed and gave us this
opportunity in life, to speak to Him any time of the day. It
just requires us to connect and we will find Allah always
connecting to us. This is the ultimate happiness which we
should always seek.

We should know only Allah is the source of all barakah. No
one can give us the barakah except Allah, so we need to
seek it only from Him.

We should attribute the barakah only to those places or
things that Allah has mentioned in the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.

Attributing anything with having barakah (besides what is
mentioned in the Qur'an and Sunnah) can be an
innovation and can also lead to shirk.

Purify ourselves and our outer environment, as Allah is the

Most Pure, and He loves us to be pure too.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an

will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in

ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning
RISy Goto
O9eyd Firaun (Pharaoh),

| verily, he has transgressed all

bounds (in crimes, sins, polytheism,
disbelief, etc.).

« The word _=b is to fransgress, exceed the limits. It is used

when a pot is filled with water to the extent that the water
spills over the top. It is also used for rivers when they start
tipping over as in a flood.

 In this context there are limits set for a human on what they

can do and say. When they cross this limit, they have

engaged in glsb. From this word also comes the word

ooclb which is anything worshipped other than Allah and

this too is a form of exceeding the boundaries.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The ayah begins with a direct command to Musa oyl 4 e.

In this surah, we find more emphasis given to Musaayl.Jl 4dc

and his encounter with Fir'aun.

« What made it easy for Musa -l «lc to take the
command?
We need to believe that the command will come only after
the following:
1. After they have gone through a period of nurturing, and
2. After Allah aids them with strong proofs in order to

distinguish between truth and falsehood.

e Musa o)l 4de too had been nurtured, and he was given

two major signs to show the truth to Fir'aun.
« When Allah described Fir'aun, He used the word ‘_=2b’. He

was a king who transgressed.

o What were his major transgressions?
1. He used to tell his people that he was their highest lord
and that there was no other lord but him.
2. Firaun falsely claimed what he had no right to say and
rejected the true right which belonged to Allah.

[N
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3. He had also enslaved Bani Isra’eel and used to kill their
young boys.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should obey Allah’s command as and when it comes
fo us.

We should know that when Allah commands us, it will
always be after He has prepared us in order to take it.
When we command others, we need to emphasize the
tasks clearly.

We need to specify the dangers or the challenges one can
face.

We need to be cautious and avoid the means that can
lead one to fransgress in life.

We need to ask forgiveness from Allah if we have
transgressed in life towards others or oneself.

We need to seek protection from anyone who rules over us
and shows no mercy.

J=2i dg Lty § Litisuan J2i g Lilsle oo Gle byl dialls oo Gle Bl Sl
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And make our revenge restricted to those who oppress us, and
support us against those who are hostile to us let no misfortune afflict
our Deen; let not worldly affairs be our principal concern, or the
vltimate limit of our knowledge, and let not those rule over us who do
not show mercy to us)."

[(Part of a longer dua) (Sahih At Tirmidhi 3502, Graded: Hasan (Al
Albani))]
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

5 Ja o155 And say to him: "Would you

5}3 J ’/1 purify yourself (from the sin of disbelief
by becoming a believer)",

o The word 4.S55 comes from the root of ils;, which means to

grow and increase.

e 4S5 also means to take the elements of a person’s

personality that are flawed or evil and cleanse oneself of
them. It is to purify oneself either from shirk to Tawheed or

disbelief to belief.

Tadabbur (ssa2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In this ayah, Allah is commanding Musa a3l 4Jdc to speak

to Fir'aun in a gentle manner.
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« From this we learn that when one is upon the mission of

giving dawah, he needs to use the best words and be very

gentle in his approach. If this was how Musa a3l 4.l Was

supposed to deal with Firaun, the greatest of tyrants, then

what about the rest of the disbelievers and the believers.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we know that Allah is At Tayyib.

[N
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

o Allahis At Tayyib Himself (5135 _Jl) and He is the One Who

makes things clean, pure and beautiful (b oJl). All of

Allah’s names, attributes, actions and decrees are good

b,

g

« Allah is dealing with us through decrees and we need to
believe the One Who decreed is At Tayyib. There is not a
single decree of ours that is impure or non-beneficial.
Allah’s recompense is pure and beautiful, and He rewards
for our pure deeds with extra favors.

« When we know the above for sure it will motivate us to
purify our self, our soul, and also make us to eat and drink
pure, in order to produce all good, because only what is

pure and good will be accepted by Allah At Tayyib.
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Purification is important from many aspects:

« We need to believe that whatever Allah swears by in the
Qur’an, it is followed by some important message. ‘Surely
the successful ones are those who will purify themselves.’

o One’s nafs is the worst of internal enemies of mankind, it
calls him towards transgression and preferring the life of this
world. And most of the diseases of the heart are due to a
corrupt nafs. Therefore Prophet (££) sought refuge from its

evil, in the morning and evening supplications.
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Zaid bin Argam (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (2) would supplicate: "O Allah! | seek refuge in
You from the inability (o do good), indolence, cowardice, miserliness,
decrepitude and torment of the grave. O Allah! Grant me the sense of
piety and purify my soul as You are the Best to purify it. You are its
Guardian and its Protecting Friend. O Allah! | seek refuge in You from
the knowledge which is not beneficial, and from a heart which does
not fear (You), and from desire which is not satisfied, and from prayer
which is not answered]."

(Sahih Muslim, Book 17, Hadith 1479)

« Purification is the way to paradise; therefore, it is a

condition for the one who enters paradise to be purified.
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Some of the ways to achieve self- purification:

1

. First, purifying our nafs from dispraised characters, like

riya, greed, miserliness, feeling secure from the plot of
Allah.

.Then, adorning oneself with beautiful praiseworthy

characters like sincerity, returning to Allah, remembering

Allah fear of Allah, gratitude and humbleness.

. Pondering upon the Qur’an, for this is one of the ways to

purify the hearts and purify the soul.

. Going against our desires.

5. Admonishing oneself, by reminding about death and life

after death.

. Purifying one’s deeds from any signs of hypocrisy.
. Holding oneself accountable.

. Less eating, sleeping and socializing.

What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

« The main reason we may not want to purify our self is that

we are carried away by our desires. That is why taqwa is
required in every stage of our life; it will stop us from

following our desires and help us purify ourselves.

o Other challenges we could face is our laziness, and our inner

diseases.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« Purificationis the source of success in this life and hereafter.
The more we purify our inner selves, the more it will benefit
us in doing deeds which will be accepted by Allah.

« We should instill the good values, by using the examples of
the pious predecessors.

« Good manners have a high rank in front of Allah. Therefore,
we need to show our good manners to everyone around

Us.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

Jl dl.g._\.mb And that | guide you to

VEST ROy your Lord, so you should fear Him

o« The word _A&5is the verb form of 4.43 which means to
fear. But this fear is different from (845. The fear mentioned
here is connected with knowledge, i.e. i .45, while the one

without knowledge is a simple fear, and is called (ag>.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« From the previous two ayat, we come to know that the
messengers are sent for two purposes:

1.To convey the universal message from Allah to the

people, which is alll 31 dJI ¥

2. To guide the people to do their 4.S;5
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« Once the people accept the message, purify themselves
from disbelief, and return to faith and doing good deeds,
this will increase them in guidance. They will be guided to

know Allah more which will ultimately make them fear

Allah with .55

Guidance is of two main kinds:

1. yldl &laa - This is what the messengers do. They guide

the people by conveying the message of Allah. The
people are made aware of, Who is their Lord? What
should they do?

2. 3903l &lan - This is in the hands of Allah alone, for He is

Al Haadi, and He is the one who guides people to act

upon the knowledge that has come to them.
« This makes it clear that the messengers cannot guide

anyone to act upon and do good deeds.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?
« When we know Allah is Al Haad..
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (UL oles}l)

o Allah Al Haadi guides all the creation - believers,

disbelievers, angels, jinn, animals, sun, moon, trees and the
smallest of the creation like atoms. For the believers Allah
will guide them more in this life, to move forward towards
paradise.

We need guidance in every part of our life, whether it is to
attain knowledge, to drive, to be a good parent, to teach,
shop etc. Allah Al Haadi guides us to save our time and
energy, and not to be misled or get distracted.

The name of Allah Ar Rabb is mentioned here. Allah Ar
Rabb fixes the faults of the people and directs them to a
worship that will lead them to paradise. Allah knows the
faults of Firaun, and when he is guided to his Rabb, his
faults will be fixed and he will be able to do one of the best

worships.
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What are virtues of having )l 4,457

1. This is one of the highest levels in front of Allah and one of

the conditions of faith.
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Allah has more right that you should fear Him, if you are believers.
(Surah At Tawbah:13)

2.1t is from the characteristics of the angels and the

messengers.
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They fear their Lord above them, and they do what they are
commanded. (Surah An Nahl: 50)

3. It is one of the things that Prophet (£) supplicated for.
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Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: Messenger of
Allah () seldom left a gathering without supplicating in these terms:
(O Allah, apportion to us such fear as should serve as a barrier
between us and acts of disobedience; and such obedience as will
take us to Your Jannah; and such as will make easy for us to bear in
the calamities of this world. O Allah! let us enjoy our hearing, our sight
and our power as long as You keep us alive and make our heirs from
our own offspring, and make our revenge restricted to those who
oppress us, and support us against those who are hostile to us let no
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misfortune afflict our Deen; let not worldly affairs be our principal
concern, or the uvltimate limit of our knowledge, and let not those rule

over us who do not show mercy to us).
(At- Tirmidhi, Book 5, Hadith 834)

4. Protection from the hellfire for the people of 4. &3
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Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of
Allah (£) said, "One who weeps out of fear of Allah, will not enter the
Hell till milk returns back in the udder; and the dust raised on account
of fighting in the path of Allah and the smoke of Hell will never exist
together". (At- Tirmidhi, Graded: Hasan Sahih)

5. A distinguishing sign that one has deep knowledge about
Allah.

’_
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Itis only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allah.
Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, Oft-Forgiving. (Surah Fatir: 28)

The fear of Prophet (£)
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Narrated "Aisha: ( the wife of the Prophet), | never saw Allah's
Messenger (£) laughing loudly enough to enable me to see his uvula,
but he used to smile only. And whenever he saw clouds or winds, signs
of deep concern would appear on his face. | said, "O Allah's
Messenger I(2) When people see clouds they usually feel happy,
hoping that it would rain, while | see that when you see clouds, one
could notice signs of dissatisfaction on your face." He said, "O "Aisha!
What is the guarantee for me that there will be no punishment in it,
since some people were punished with a wind? Verily, some people
saw (received) the punishment, but (while seeing the cloud) they said,

'This cloud will give us rain" '.(Sahih Al Bukhari, Book 65, Hadith 4828)

Means to attain alJl i b5

1. Pondering upon the ayat of the Qur'an

2. Increasing in its recitation

3. Reflecting upon the death and what will happen after
death, the journey in the grave, the resurrection from the

grave.

Fruits of having i)l 4.4

1. It will make us do deeds with ikhlas, and there will be
continuity in the deed:s.

2. It is a way to get honor from Allah.

3. It is a way to protect oneself from humiliation.

4. It will make one have the best of characters and remove
bad characters.

5. It is the way of happiness in both worlds.
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6. It is a way of feeling secure from the horrors of the Day of
Judgement.

7. It is a way to enter paradise and avert the hellfire.

8. It will make one busy accounting themselves and not

others.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to be humble and listen to the one calling us to
know our Rabb.

« When we want to guide anyone to the right path, we need
to make them aware of the actions of Allah, that include
nurturing, reforming, disposing our affairs, providing.

« We should not fear anyone other than Allah for this can be
shirk.

« We cannot force people to guidance; we trust and leave

that matter to Allah to guide the people to the best.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
G TT 2

Word Meaning

: :‘z;\ Z\;E Then [Musa (Moses)] showed him the sign
szxgj \ great (miracles).

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah is all aware of every action, and therefore, He knows
people will not believe or accept the claim of someone
when he says he is a messenger (from Allah) except with a
miraculous sign. For this reason, Allah gave every
messenger a convincing, miraculous sign to prove his

truthfulness.

« 533 means great. Every prophet came with a miracle

svited for that time. The miracle of Musa oLl ¢lc miracle

was related to what the people of that time excelled in,

which was magic.

oo o
191




e Musa Ml 4de had a staff, a commonly known wooden

stick made from a tree branch, but when he threw it to the
ground, it became a slithering snake. When he picked it

up, it returned back into a staff.

e Musa pll e was sent with the sign of the staff as well as

the sign of placing his hand inside his garment and

revealing it as bright, white, and shining.

How will this ayah increase us in faith ?

« When we believe in Allah Al Kabeer.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

Allah is Al Kabeer; He is The Most Great and there is nothing
on the earth or on in the seven heavens greater than Him.
Therefore we need to believe without any doubt that Allah
is The Greatest.

When we realize this, we will be able to exalt Him in our
hearts, on our fongues and in our actions.

Moreover anything from Allah is also exalted, the Book of
Allah is great and the signs from Allah are great. Therefore,
we should magnify Allah and anything that comes from

Him.
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What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

The challenge we can face here is when we do not realize
the greatness of Allah. Because of this, we will easily belittle
the signs that Allah sends to guide us to the right path.

Making fun of the signs or belying the signs of Allah is

considered to be disbelief.

How do we act on the ayah?

We need to believe that Allah sent signs through the
messengers; we need to believe in them and not deny their
existence.

Signs are a way to increase our faith in Allah; the Qur'an is
the greatest sign that can increase us in faith and
knowledge about Allah.

In our life too, we go through many signs that can bring us
close to Allah. Heedlessness or being occupied in life can
distract us from identifying these signs.

Any sign that Allah shows us, be it small or big, we need to

consider them and never disbelieve in them.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

vty SIS But [Fir'aun (Pharaoh)] belied and

disobeyed;
Fm Then he turned his back, striving hard

(against Allah).
L”;Slié il Then he gathered his people and cried

aloud,

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
e Musa o)l 4de showed Fir'aun one of the greatest signs, but

he did not benefit anything from witnessing these miracles.
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But neither Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations,
etc.) nor warners benefit those who believe not. (Surah Yunus:101)

o From this we know that if one does not have the willingness
in their hearts to accept the guidance, they will never be

guided even if they withessed every miracle.

o Firaun denied the information and the signs that Musa «Jc

asll brought. With this, he also disobeyed the command

to purify himself and be guided.

« How does one obey Allah? When one believes in Allah,
then the obedience will be easy.

« Actions of the heart come on the limbs. It could be through
outright disobedience , or turning one’s back to the signs
of Allah.

« The hidden disease in the heart that needs to be solved
here is pride and arrogance. These are the two main
internal diseases that come out in the form of denial,
disobedience, and turning away.

« After he turned away, he gathered his people and called
out to them in a loud voice to make his disobedience even
more apparent and harsh.

o Firaun was propagating falsehood, and this requires a

shout, because anything not right, needs more

[N
199




advertisement, propagation and effort to make it known.
But the truth is not the same, it will make itself apparent

without any effort.

What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

« The challenges here are clear - disbelief, denial, and
turning away from the truth. All of this comes through the
two main hidden diseases in the heart, arrogance and

pride.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we know Allah Al Mutakabbir.

BELIEF IN ALLAH (alls &ylos3l)
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Pride and arrogance do not suit the creation. Only Allah is
Al Mutakkabir in His names, attributes and actions. He is
above all the creations, and He has a kingdom which can
never be removed unlike others.

Allah Al Mutakabbir is free from having any faults. He has
authority but He does not oppress anyone or is unjust to
anyone.

Allah is Al Mutakkabir from following the desires of the
people, or anyone influencing Him or affecting Him.

When we are aware of the above, then for sure, we will
magnify and submit to Allah and be humble to Him. We wiill
not be arrogant or proud as all the majesty and pride

belong to Allah alone.

How do we act on the ayah?

[N
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o Arrogance and pride are two hidden diseases that can
lead to various kinds of disbelief. So, we should be cautious
of them and treat them immediately as we become aware
of them.

« We should also seek refuge from them, as our Prophet (£)
sought refuge in Allah from pride and arrogance.

« Also we should strengthen our belief in Allah by knowing
His names and attributes.

« Knowing our reality/our origin; we began as a despised
drop of sperm and we will end up as a corpse, so what do
we have to feel so proud and arrogant about?

« Inlife, when someone brings the truth to us, we should learn
to accept it and submit to it, whether it is in the religion or
anything worldly.

« We should not show our backs to anyone in life out of pride,
in a gathering or anyone specific during our conversation.
This is one of the dispraised actions that Fir'aun did, and we
do not want to adopt this in our lives.

« We should know that pride and arrogance are
characteristics that do not suit the creation, but it is

praiseworthy only for Allah.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

Fefsir-{ommmiti]
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Word Meaning

R Saying: "l am
ul.c.“z’\ ” }“3 your lord most high",
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Firaun pronounced himself to be Rabb and this is the
highest level of ‘disbelief’ that anyone can utter from their
mouths.

« The name of Allah Ar Rabb includes His actions of creating,
providing, reforming, nurturing, and disposing of affairs.

« By addressing himself to be the rabb of the people, he not
only attributed all the above actions to himself, but also
made himself equal to Allah, which is shirk. Subhan Allah.

« Apart from being the rabb, he tried to convince the people
he is the most high. We usually find people when they are
threatened of their position by some opposition member,
they tend to voice out and clear it to the people that they
are the only one in the highest position. The same with

Firaun when he realized that he is in competition with Allah
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Ar Rabb, he felt the need to tell his people that he was the

higher rabb and this shows utmost transgression.

How will this ayah increase us in faith ?

« When we know Allah our Rabb is Al ‘Ala the Most High.

BELIEF IN ALLAH (ally ;yLlos3l)
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Allah is Al ‘Ala, The Most High in His status and position; He
is not everywhere, but He is in the highest place, i.e. He rose
over the throne in a manner that suits His majesty. And His
throne is the greatest of the creations.

Despite the fact that He is in a high place, He still hears us,
knows about us and listens to our supplications.

We will not find any one higher than Him and no one can
resemble Him or come near to it.

And lastly no one can encompass the perfection of any of

His attributes.

Impacts of this name in our life:

When we know Allah is the Most High, we will ask Him
alone, hope from Him alone, fear Him alone, and love Him
alone.

When we know how High He is and our deeds rise o Him,
then we will feel so shy in front of Him, as we did not worship
Him as He deserves to be worshipped.

Knowing this name will make us to prostrate to Him saying
Glory to Him the Most High.

What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

The biggest challenge is when we are not aware of Allah

being the Most High. We may easily attach ourselves to
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anyone with position that are high in honor and rank. This is
why the people considered Fira’un their lord, as he had
position and rank.

« Another challenge is when we try to seek position or high

status to compete with others.

Consequences of Arrogance:

1. Allah will turn them away from His signs.
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| shall turn away from My Ayat (verses of the Qur'an) those who
behave arrogantly on the earth, without a right, and (even) if they see

all the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations,
etc.), they will not believe in them. (Surah Al A'raf:146)

2. Their hearts and eyes will be blindfolded by Allah, so that

they cannot see the guidance.
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Those who dispute about the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of Allah, without any authority that
has come to them, it is greatly hateful and disgusting to Allah and
to those who believe. Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every
arrogant, tyrant. (So they cannot guide themselves to the Right
Path). (Surah Ghafir:35)

wC

3. Arrogance is one of the characteristics of Iblees, so
whoever wants to be arrogant should realize that he is

acquiring a characteristic of the devils.
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4. Arrogance is the cause of a person being deprived of

paradise.
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It was narrated that Abdullah said: "The Messenger of Allah (£) said:
'No one will enter Paradise who has even a mustard-seed's weight of
arrogance in his heart, and no one will enter Hell who has even a
mustard-seed's weight of faith in his heart."

(Sunan Ibn majah, Book 1, Hadith 62, Grade: Sahih (Al Albani))

5. The one who is arrogant will be gathered like specks in the

form of men and will be driven to the hellfire.
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'Amr ibn Shu'ayb reported via his father that his grandfather related
that the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, said, "On
the Day of Rising, the proud will be gathered like specks in the form of
men. Abasement will envelop them on every side. They will be driven
to a prison in Jahannam called Bulas. The hottest of fires will rise over
them. They will have to drink the pus of the people of the Fire, the foul
fluid that their skins excrete."

(Adab al Mufrad 557, Grade: Hasan (Al Albani))

é. The arrogant ones will be the inmates of the hellfire.

210




iy el dale dlll Glo dll Jgusy cumass 16 die dll by g o1 Byl e
Qa2 Qb § 4o 3o ((agle Biie)) "seSitauo Blox> Jie JS:HUI Jal 055513

RPN N |
Harithah bin Wahab (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Messenger of Allah () said, "Shall | not inform you about the inmates

of Hell? It is every violent, impertinent and proud person.”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim).

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to humble ourselves and submit to the truth when
it comes to us.

« We need to be cautious of our feelings in our heart and to
not let them accumulate. For example, when someone
does not give us priority and we feel a pinch, or we want
be the most praised but we do not get that, and if that
brings in hatred and anger in our heart, then we need to
watch out for pride and arrogance hidden inside us, that
may lead to other diseases of the heart.

« We need to always beware of our actions towards others,
they will come back to us.

« We should know that the people around us are a testin our
life. The diseases of the heart start to show up only when we
are among the people. When we are isolated from them,
we will feel highly of ourselves and our actions, and this is
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the biggest deceiver. We should be among the people but
with caution and we should have tagwa for every word and
action we do.

We should know that the one who will reform us from these
internal sicknesses is Allah alone, so we need to believe in
Allah our Rabb, Who will nurture us in the situations. We
need to accept the nurturing that comes through the
knowledge and through situations.

When we see anyone in a high status or position, it should
remind us that this position is given by Allah alone for He is
the Highest. Anyone attributing themselves to be the
highest or others to have a high position then they are
entering the fold of shirk.

We should ask Allah to grant us the highest position in our
life and in the hereafter, and also make us enter the

highest place in paradise - Firdaus Al ‘Ala.
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Memorization (LasJl)
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Word Meaning

NS So Allah, seized him

3\53 with punishment

jfﬁ\g 53531 for his last [i.e. his saying: "l am your

lord, most high") and first [(i.e. his
saying, "O chiefs! | know not that you
have a god other than I]

fransgression.
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NAME OF ALLAH

Knowledge (lc)

We will always find this name with ‘alif (I) and ‘lam’

(J). We cannot remove these two letters; it is always

in the definite form.

One of the characteristics of this name is that Allah
has stopped the tongues and the hearts of any
human being to name themselves, ‘Allah’. It is not
possible for anyone to call themselves ‘Allah’.

Allah is the One being worshipped and being

attached to out of love and magnification.

lbn Abbas (4 dlll ,.5,) defined the name of Allah as

the Owner of divinity and Owner of worship over all

of His creation.
oumanl dils Lle d5ge2)l g dangldl o3 dlll

Allah is the Owner of Divinity and Perfection means,

the perfection which makes Him Allah.
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Allah is the Owner of worship means all of the
worship belongs to Allah alone. Every creation of
Allah is worshipping Allah whether willingly or
unwillingly, whether they are inhabitants of the earth
or the heavens. Even the disbeliever is worshipping
Allah unwillingly.

This name of Allah includes every Praise, Majesty,
Generosity, Honor, Beauty, Excellence and
Goodness.

Whenever we mention this name, it will make
anything little to increase, the distress will follow
relief, the bottle neck situations will open for us, and
the worries and grief will be happiness and joy.

With this name of Allah, anyone weak will get
power, anyone humiliated will be honored, anyone
poor will be enriched and anyone defeated will be

given victory.
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Action (Joc)

o Attachment to Allah alone: When we know Allah, we will
worship Him out of love and magnification. We will not
attach to anything except Allah because no one is worthy
of worship except Him.

« Constant remembrance: We will always mention Allah’s
name, whether by tongue such as always talking about
Him, or in our heart by constantly thinking about Him, His
actions and His nurturing.

« Hastening towards His Pleasure: Knowing Allah will make
us want to hasten and run towards His pleasure. We really

want to work for the sake of Allah.
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Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Every oppressor has an end and this is the way of life. The
time period that the oppressor gets in this life is for him to
accept the nurturing of Allah and change for the better. But
if he chose to continue to transgress or oppress people,
then there is an opening of ease for him, until he is
completely deceived and then finally the punishment
overtakes him.

« What happened to Firaun, the greatest tyrant and
oppressor of all times? He did not accept the nurturing of
Allah and continued to fransgress till eventually Allah
drowned him in the same water that he used to boast
about.

« Here at the time of punishment, we have the name Allah
with all His actions, overtaking the enemy. This is a console
for the ones being oppressed that they will be saved by
Allah and the oppressor will surely be punished. On the
other hand, this is a warning for the wrongdoers, that Allah
will overtake them for their corruption on the land and that

they will not be spared.
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« When we hear about the punishment of Allah, we need to
emphasize some points that precede His punishments.

1. Allah is very merciful to His slaves, and His wrath and
anger is only at times when it is required. It is a restricted
attribute.
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Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: | heard
Messenger of Allah (%) saying, "When Allah created the creatures, He
wrote in the Book, which is with Him over His Throne: 'Verily, My Mercy
prevailed over My Wrath". (Sahih al Bukhari, and Muslim)

2. One of Allah’s name is Al Haleem - The Forbearing. Allah
is very forbearing with His slaves. He does not bring
forward the punishment, instead they have an
appointed time when the punishment will befall them.
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But Allah, indeed, has forgiven them. Surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Forbearing. (Surah ‘Ale ‘Imran:155)
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Why does Allah delay the punishment of those who

disbelieve?

1. Allah is Oft Forgiving and Most Merciful, and He delays their
destruction so that they might repent and become
Muslims.
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Were He to call them to account for what they have earned, then

surely, He would have hastened their punishment? But they have their
appointed time, beyond which they will find no escape.

(Surah Kahf:58)

2. Allah does not hasten the punishment, rather He grants His
creation a respite without ignoring their deeds. The
punishment of the disbelievers will undoubtedly come to
pass in the hereafter, and the delay therein is only because
the time decreed by Allah has not yet come, which is the
Day of Resurrection.
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And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned, He would
not leave a moving (living) creature on the surface of the earth, but
He gives them respite to an appointed term, and when their term
comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All Seer of His slaves. (Surah Fatir: 45)
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And had it not been for a Word that had gone forth before from your

Lord, the case would have been judged between them, and indeed
they are in grave doubt concerning it (this Qur'an). (Surah Hud:110)
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3. With regard to those who are ungrateful for the blessings of
their Rabb, and do not turn to His Mercy, and persist in their
disbelief and stubbornness, delaying the punishment
increases their sin, until they meet their Rabb with
abundance of sin, and they no longer have any excuse.
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And let not the disbelievers think that Our postponing of their
punishment is good for them. We postpone the punishment only so
that they may increase in sinfulness. And for them is a disgracing
torment. (Surah Ale ‘Imran: 178)

How do we act on the ayah?

« Think good of Allah; when the people are punished for their
deeds, we should know that Allah had been merciful and
forbearing with them. But they insisted on the wrong path,
thus inviting the punishment on themselves.

« Do not delay in asking for forgiveness and repenting to
Allah.

« We need to take lessons from the stories of the past; those
generations that were overtaken by sudden punishments.

« Avoid making fun of people who follow the religion. Also
do not support people in disbelief; this could make us

doom with them when they are overtaken by punishment.
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« When we know Allah is so merciful towards the sinners, and
He is so forbearing towards them, we need to be merciful

and forbearing towards those who wrong us.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Meaning

Verily, in this is

an instructive admonition for

whosoever fears Allah.

o The word 3,.c means to take alesson or warning. The above

story of Musa syl 4de with Fir'aun, and his destruction, has

many lessons and admonitions for us.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The statement ‘indeed in that’, refers to what took place of

sending Musa oLl 44le to Fir'aun, their dialogue, Fir'aun’s

belitting of Musa

alul ¢4le, and Firaun’s arrogance in

refusing to obey Musa oLl ade. That is certainly a warning

for those who fear.
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If fear is missing then whatever sign comes to people, it will

not cause them to believe.

The word here for fear is 4 &5 which is fear as a result of

knowledge of Allah. The one with knowledge about Allah
will understand the lesson and the warnings that need to
be exitracted from the incident.

For example, when we have this part of the story where

Allah commands Musa sl 4.le and Haroon a3l ¢4e fo go

and speak to Firaun with a gentle speech, the command
is a lesson for us that gentle approach and speech has
much good.

Another lesson would be from the fate of Fir'aun, that every
disobedient tyrant who strives against the King, the Most
High, will be punished by Him, in this life, and in the
hereafter.

Allah mentions goi5 as a frait for success, and inheriting

the highest level in paradise, especially the goi> in the

salah.
Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
Every individual must stand before Allah twice: when he

stands before Him in prayer and when he stands before Him
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on the Day he meets Him. Whoever stands before Him as
he should in the first instance, the second standing will be
made easy for him, but whoever is heedless with regard to
this standing, and does not stand before Him (in prayer) as
he should, that standing (on the Day of Resurrection) will be

made difficult for him.

Some of the benefits of having 4. .45

« This brings in us other worships of the heart, 4w, g s> - fear

and hope

« This manifests the best faith and the excellence of Islam.

« It is an evidence upon the righteousness of the slave and
his steadfastness.

« It shows the servitude of the slave to only Allah and none
other than Him.

« It is a way of expiation of the sins and maximizing the
reward.

o It is a way of salvation from the punishment in this life and
the Hereafter.

« It elevates the person on the Day of Judgement and it is a
way of success to entering paradise.

« It distances one from hardening of the heart.
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¢ godu> in the prayers leads to success.

o The shaitan will not come close to the ones who have 4. ix.

How do we act on the ayah?

« Any incident or decree that takes place in our life, we
should not ignore it; we should take lessons from it.

« Fearing Allah will always make us cautious with our speech
and actions. We will build strong relationship with Allah,
and also we will have better relations with people.

« We needto develop khushoo’in our prayers first, that is one
of the ways of success for us.

« We need to be grateful to Allah for narrating the stories of
the previous generations and the mistakes that led to their

destructions; so we do not repeat them in our lives.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Word Meaning

‘j HE% ﬁfb\\ Are you more difficult to create, or
La L & L ld! is the heaven that He constructed?
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« After the story, the scene shifts to the actions of Allah in the
sky and on the earth. Ayat 27-33 all relate to that.

« The heavens are greater and impressive. That is why we

see the word used here is L.

« Allah also mentions that He created the heavens and the
earth in six days, although if He had wanted to create it in
an instant, He could have done so because He is All Able.
There is a wisdom behind this. He wanted to teach His
slaves kindness and deliberation in their affairs. And also,
the creation was accomplished step by step, lest anyone

think that this happened as the result of an accident of
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nature. This is the view of the scholars, and based on this, it
is clear that Allah has absolute power, ultimate will and
perfect control, and He has wise reasons for everything that

He creates, which no one knows but Him.

How can this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we know Allah Al Qadir Al Qadeer Al Mugtadir.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

The actions of Allah that are discussed here show that He is
Al Qadir Al Qadeer Al Mugtadir. All of these names
demonstrate that Allah has the absolute power.

By His power, He brought the creation into being, and by
His Power He gives life and gives death, and will resurrect
the slaves forrecompense, and He will reward the one who
did good for his good deeds, and the one who did evil for
his evil deeds.

He is the One Who if He wills something, He says to it: Be -
and it is; and by His Power He turns the hearts to whatever
He wills, and He guides whoever He wills and leads astray
whoever He wills.

And due to His Absolute Power, no one can encompass
any of His Knowledge except what He wills to teach; His
Power is free from fatigue and inability to do what He wants.
When we know Allah is All Able, then it will strengthen us to
seek the help of Allah alone, and also help us to be patient

and pleased with Allah.
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Facts about the sky:

1

. Allah created the seven heavens and each heaven has

its inhabitant.

. Allah had offered the trust (amaanah), (which is taking

the duties and consequences of reward and punishment)
to the heavens and the earth and the mountain, but they

refused to bear it, and were afraid of it.

. The heavens are something created, built. It is described

as a roof for all the worlds, and it is protected.

. Allah made for the heavens doors and those doors open

and close.

. The heavens before the Day of Judgement, will be torn off,

removed, rolled like that of the paper of a book.

. Allah has beautified the lowest heavens with brilliant stars

(and these include the planets and the sun and moon,

and the other stars).

. The devils used to sit near the lowest heaven to steal the

news from the heavens, this was before the Messenger of
Allah was sent. Then after he came as a messenger, and
the revelation started, then these devils were chased by

shooting flames from the stars.
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8. Also, we know Allah is above His throne, above the seven
heavens. And we need to believe that every night Allah
comes to the lowest heavens to forgive those who seek
His forgiveness and to fulfill the needs of those who ask

from Him.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We needto believe that Allah is All Able to create anything.
Nothing is difficult upon Him. This will help us to believe with
certainty in the Day of Resurrection.

« We need to do things step by step. Hastiness and
impatience are in built within us, but Allah teaches us
through His actions especially the creation of the seven
heavens, to take time and not hurry up with our tasks.

« When we see the sky, we need to reflect on its size and
greatness, and then compare that to our creation, for verily
we are nothing compared to the greatness and vastness of
the heavens.

« The heavens feared Allah and refused to take the
responsibility, what about us? We took the responsibility,
yet we do not fear Allah and fulfill the responsibility of the

religion.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

LS aﬁ) He raised its height,

al5-2d and He has equally ordered it,

o There are two actions of Allah mentioned here.

o He raised the height of the skies. So, the word c¢la.s is to

raise something in an open area like a canopy or the top
of something. The sky is considered a roof for all of us.

o And then He equally proportioned it.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah raised the sky up from the earth and this action of His

was done without the need for pillars. As Allah says:

I P
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Allah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that you can
see. (Surah ArRa’d: 2)
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« Note all of the ayat from 27 to 33 speak about the great
abilities of Allah, that He does not need the support of
anyone. He raised the seven skies, in height, both in its
thickness and vastness, to the point that we cannot even
see it.

o This shows, Allah can do things without means. The more
faith we develop about Allah, the more we believe in His
power and might. When we see the sky raised on top of us
without any means, this should make us to believe that for
sure Allah is able to resurrect us.

« Can we raise any buildings without pillars? Definitely no.
Our ability and power are not complete and perfect.
Therefore, we need Allah in all our affairs, He provides us
the means in this life, due to which we are able to build,
move around, and communicate, thus make a living.
When we believe that the Most High and the most Perfect
Rabb has raised and protected the sky, then we should not
fear the sky falling over us or the ozone layer being
depleted.

« After Allah raised it High, He proportioned the sky. How did
Allah proportion it?

1. Allah made the heavens flawless.

2. He made the heavens into seven different layers.
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3. He beautified the lowest heaven with stars, planets and
moon.

4. He made the atmospheric layers in the sky.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

e When we believe in Allah Al Musawwir.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

« Allahis Al Musawwir Who fashions everything; whatever is
in the heavens and the earth, He alone bestows the forms
to the created things.

« In life, people invent and give a shape or form to those
invented things, but they do it by the means of copying and
taking the previous product ideas. For Allah is the best
example, He does not do any action by the way of
copying; He is far above that. For Him, it is with the
command of ‘be’, and itis. When He fashions, it is done with
more specification and detail.

« Similarly, Allah has proportioned our body, and we need to
believe that anything that Allah proportioned, there is no
fault in it.

« Only Allah has the ability to give shape and fashion it.
Therefore, we should not try to draw or sketch the creations
especially those that have souls in them. There is severe
warning of punishment for those who carve or draw or

sketch the creations with the soul.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We need to reflect on the beauty of Allah’s creations, the
heavens, the earth and also our own creation - how he
created us from a clot to a baby in the womb.

We need to be pleased with how Allah fashioned us and
not complain about how we look.

We need to use our senses and our limbs in the best form
to worship Allah. Our eyes (seeing), ears (hearing) and our
hearts will be questioned on the Day of Judgement.

One of the reasons for the creation of the vast heavens and
the earth is so that we know that Allah is All able to do
everything and He is All knowing, thus deserving all the
worship from us.

We need to ask and go to Him alone; the One Who is able
to create something so vast and proportion it, will He not
be able to solve all our problems? For sure, when we

supplicate to Him, nothing is impossible for Him.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your

rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,

Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
,_} /a’g- - /-"-" a-"-"' ,-'.'I_..-

Word Meaning

\.(rl.g u:uja_c‘j Its night He covers with darkness,

s /C}-’jé and its forenoon He brings out (with

light).

« The word _uhéi is to make something dark, so the bright

day is covered by the night.

o The word _~.s is the time of rising high and spreading of

the day. Basically, when everything is at peak, people are

busy carrying out their daily activities.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« No one has the ability to make the night dark and at the
same time, to bring the brightness out of it. This is all the
ability of Allah Al Qadir Al Qadeer alone.

« Allah creates everything from His knowledge and wisdom.
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What could be the wisdom that Allah created the night?

1. Allah created the night as a time for rest and as a cover
for the entire world.

2. All the movements and actions come to an end during
the night and this is one of its main purpose.

3. We see dall the people, birds and animals seeking rest,
peace and comfort in their homes after a day of struggle
and tiredness.

4. When we reflect upon the night and its darkness, we are
more grateful for the blessing of the true belief and our
religion (which are the light for us), as the one without
religion is surrounded by many darknesses. Therefore,
though we enjoy the benefits of the night, at the same
time, we need to realize that the truth cannot be visible
clearly, if there is darkness around us all the time.

5. Also it is said that the travel is made easier during the

night than during the day.
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Anas reported the Messenger of Allah () as saying “Keep to travelling
by night, for the earth is traversed (more easily) by night.

(Sunan Abi Dawud 2571, Grade: Sahih(Al Albani))

6. The night is beneficial for many different kinds of worship,

that one cannot do during the day, due to other
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commitments. One such worship is remembrance of

Allah and supplicating to Him.
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It was narrated that ‘Ubadah bin As-Samit said: “The Messenger of
Allah (£) said: ‘Whoever wakes up in the morning and says upon
waking: None has the right to be worshipped but Allah alone, with no
partner or associate. His is the dominion and all praise is to Him, and
He is Able to do all things. Glory is to Allah, praise is to Allah, none has
the right to be worshiped but Allah, Allah is the Most Great, and there
is no power and no strength except with Allah, the Most High, the Most
Supreme), then he supplicates Rabbighfirli (O Lord, forgive me), he will
be forgiven.”” Walid said: “Or he said: then if he supplicated, it will be
answered for him then if he stood up and performed ablution and then

performed prayer, his prayer would be accepted.”
(Sunan Ibn Majah 3878, Grade: sahih)
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7. One of the biggest opportunities of the night is witnessing
the time of Allah’s descent to the lowest heaven - to

forgive and to answer the one in need.
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Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (2) as saying: Our Lord, the
Blessed and the Exalted, descends every night to the lowest heaven
when one-third of the latter part of the night is left, and says: Who
supplicates Me so that | may answer him? Who asks Me so that | may
give to him? Who asks Me forgiveness so that | may forgive him?
(Sahih Muslim 758)
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« Among the greatest blessing of Allah is that He does not let
the night remain forever. After the resting period, Allah
brings the sun out every day from its rising point, thus
unveiling the cover of the night.

o Another reflection from this is the darkness of disbelief will
not last for long; Allah will surely bring out the truth with the
revelation, i.e. the Qur'an is the guide to bring one out of
darkness to light.

« When Allah mentions the day to be a sign for us, there are
surely benefits of working during the day which include
health and well-being. For example, when we work during
the day, we receive the sun, the light of which has a
positive effect on the mind and body, giving us energy. It
gives us the vitamin D which is important for our bones and

muscles.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to be grateful to Allah for He is the One Who shifts
between the day and the night, which is beneficial o all on
the earth.

« We need to reflect upon the time when the night comes in
as a cover. This should make us cover people’s faults and

not make it visible to others.

254




« Allah guides everyone to the light and the truth. Therefore,
we should also try to help people whenever we see them
misguided and far away from the truth.

« Anyone who is facing darkness in life due to trials should
be certain and trust Allah that He alone can bring in the
light into their life.

« We should remember Allah through the morning and
evening supplications and to make our transition from the

day into the night go smooth, and vice versa.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an

will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in

ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Word Meaning
eY [,’afz’\j And the earth after
Lls3 U3 that He spread

 The word lal>s> means to spread it and make it uniform and

levelled.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah created the earth, then He created the seven
heavens, and fashioned them. After this, He spread the
earth, showing His power and ability.

o Firstly, what does it mean to spread the earth? As we all
know, the earth is round. But fo human eyes it appears to
be flat, because it is very big, and its roundness or
curvature cannot be seen at close distance. So, the one
who stands and looks, sees it as flat, but when viewed as a

whole in reality it is round.
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« When it is spread out, it is for our own benefit, so that we
can settle in it and live and prosper.

« Imagine, when things are spread out in front of us, it is not
missed from our sight. Therefore, the wisdom behind this
can be related.

o The highest level of Ihsan is shown by Allah towards us

through His action of spreading and expanding the earth.

How will this ayah increase us in our faith?

« When we know that Allah is Al Qaabidh Al Baasit.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (alb &las3l)

« Allah is the One Who spreads the provisions for us and at
the same time He withholds the same from us out of his
wisdom and knowledge.
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Allah enlarges the provision for whom He wills of His slaves, and

straitens it for whom (He wills). Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of
everything. (Surah Al Ankabut: 62)

o Allah is the One Who withholds life from the person at the
time of the death, and at the same time He spreads, or
expands the soul in the body of the person when he is
living. He is the One Who withholds the charity from the rich
and expands the same provisions for the poor and the
needy. And He is the One Who withholds from the heart,
and therefore they face tightness in their heart, and then
the same hearts when they get closer to Allah are
expanded by His goodness, gentleness, and beauty.
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Narrated Anas: "Prices became excessive during the time of the
Messenger of Allah (£), so they said: 'O Messenger of Allah! Set prices
for us!' So he said: 'Indeed Allah is Al-Musd'ir, Al-Qaabid, Al-Baasit, Ar-
Razzaq. And | am hopeful that | meet my Lord and none of you are
seeking (recompense from) me for an injustice involving blood or
wealth.™ (Jami at Tirmidhi, 1314)
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« Forsure Allah has decreed the best provision for us and that
will reach us for sure. Therefore, instead of worrying about
our provision, or being choosy, the best way is to ask for
the goodness in both the worlds.
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Narrated Anas: The Prophet () used to say, "O Allah! Our Lord! Give
us in this world that, which is good and in the Hereafter that, which is
good and save us from the torment of the Fire."
(Sahih Bukhari, 4522, Graded : Sahih Al Albani)
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What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

« The biggest challenge that we can face here is when we
attach to the tangible things to provide and enlarge
provisions for us. And when something is restricted in life,

we blame the means, or the people behind this action.

How do we act on the ayah?

o The state of constriction and expansion are from Allah’s
actions. We should hope for the best from any situation and
know that relief is coming. This attitude will make us
succeed no matter what the situation is.

« We need to remember the Day of Judgement and how
Allah that day will grasp the earth in His hand, and roll the
entire heavens in His right hand. This should make us

magnify Him, and thus worship none but Him.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.
(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,

Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
() Ge5 G A

Word Meaning

0\

e ’C}a- And brought forth therefrom

laleyag Lazls its water and its pasture;

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In this ayah, Allah mentions the benefits that provides for

all the creation.

How will this ayah increase us in our faith?

e When we know Allah is Al Mannan - The Bestower of Favors

and Allah is Ar Razzaq - The Provider.

oo o
267




BELIEF IN ALLAH (alb &las3l)

« Allahis Al Mannan, the One Who gives in abundance and
in excellence. He is the One Who provides the nutrition for
our bodies, and the One Who provides knowledge for our
souls, these are the necessities of life. He also supplies us
with the means of subsistence.

« Allah is Ar-Razzaq, the One Who creates our provisions,
and takes it upon Himself to deliver what He has
apportioned to His servants. He provides this sustenance to
everyone: Muslim and non-Muslim, men and women,

animals and plants.
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And no (movmg) living creature is there on earth but its provision is
due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place and its deposit (in the
uterus, grave, etc.). allis in a Clear Book (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz - the Book
of Decrees with Allah).

(Surah Hud: 6)
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Narrated Anas bin Malik: The Prophet (£) said, "At every womb Allah
appoints an angel who says, 'O Lord! A drop of semen, O Lord! A clot.
O Lord! A little lump of flesh.’ Then if Allah wishes (to complete) its
creation, the angel asks, '(O Lord!) Will it be a male or female, a
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wretched or a blessed, and how much will his provision be? And what
will his age be?' So all that is written while the child is still in the mother's
womb."

(Sahih Al Bukhari, 318)

« All these actions are for a purpose which we should not
ignore. Allah wants us to know Him and single Him out in all
our actions. No one can resemble Allah and He cannot be
like the creation. He deserves all our worship of the heart,

and the limbs.

What are the ways in which we can increase our

provisions?
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1. Having Tagqwa of Allah
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And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a
way for him to get out (from every difficulty).

And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine.
(Surah At Talaqg: 2,3)

2. Reliance on Allah
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And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.
(Surah At Talaqg: 3)

3. To keep the ties of relationship
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Anas b. Mdlik reported: | heard Allah's Messenger (¥) as saying: He
who is desirous that his means of sustenance should be expanded for

him or his age may be lengthened, should join the tie of relationship.
(Sahih Muslim 2557)

4. To be grateful
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And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks (by
accepting Faith and worshipping none but Allah), | will give you more
(of My Blessings), but if you are thankless (i.e. disbelievers), verily! My
Punishment is indeed severe."
(Surah Ibrahim:7)

5. Asking Forgiveness and Tawbah (Repentance)
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"I said (to them): 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord; Verily, He is Oft-
Forgiving;
He will send rain to you in abundance;
And give you increase in wealth and children, and bestow on you

gardens and bestow on you rivers."
(Surah Nooh: 10-12)

6. Giving charity
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Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that He may multiply
it to him many times? And it is Allah that decreases or increases (your
provisions), and unto Him you shall return.

(Surah Al Bagarah: 245)

7. Migrating for the sake of Allah
225 58 AEGS 5531 (8 3o dll Yo (4 52188 055
He who emigrates (from his home) in the Cause of Allah, will find on

earth many dwelling places and plenty to live by.
(Surah An Nisaa:100)

s

How do we act on the ayah?
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« We need to believe that only Allah is the provider, and
therefore not depend upon anyone for the provision.

« We should not rely on our power or ability to increase or
decrease any of our provision. The moment we rely on
ourselves and our abilities, we will be tested.

« We need to praise Allah for He is our Rabb and He has
taken the responsibility for providing us, from the time we
are on this earth till we depart.

« We need to be grateful for the blessing of water. It is the
most essential requirement of our bodies and for the
survival of all the living organisms.

o The pasture that Allah brings out is from His ability and
power alone. Any seed that we put inside the earth, cannot
grow unless Allah splits it. So this should make us humble
and not give any credit for our input.

« We need to magnify Allah and be more grateful to Him for
all His favors.

« We should not associate any partners with Allah in terms of
provisions nor should we attribute any ability or power to

anyone rather than Allah.




273







Qur'an Recitation (5¢3l)

Tajweed (sy5231)

Memorization (LasJl)

dele il o @il e Loge 4l gy polall (g pae o 4l e (ye
& i S LS diyg 3ls 1381 olall cobial JLa" JL alug

Mlagyas 4yl e clidie olé Lo
The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

(j\_’@j\j And the mountains
L&L@;T He has fixed firmly;
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah created the mountains to make the earth stable so
that it does not shake or move.

« He made the mountains as pegs, and the part of the peg
that is driven into the ground is longer than the part that
remains above it.

« The mountains have feelings, and this is proved when they
refused the trust that Allah wanted to place over them. This
is out of fear that they would not be able to carry out the

responsibilities.
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How do we become strong and firm like the mountain?

o When there is rain, it benefits the barren earth and there is
a growth with the permission of Allah. Similarly, when there
is knowledge of Allah poured over us, our dead hearts
resembling the barren earth, will grow in faith. The more it
grows in faith, the roots become more firm and then the
growth will be seen outside. Then we will be strong, firm and
determined like a mountain. No trials or enemies can then

shake us.
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Anas bin Malik narrated that: The Prophet said: “When Allah created
the earth, it started shaking. So He created the mountains, and said to
them: ‘Upon it’ so it began to settle. The angels were amazed at the
strength of the mountains, so they said: ‘O Lord! Is there among your
creatures one who is more severe than the mountains?’ He said: ‘Yes.
Iron.’ They said: ‘O Lord! Then is there anything among your creatures
that is more severe than that iron?’ He said: ‘Yes. Fire.” S they said: ‘O
Lord! Is there anything among your creatures that is more severe than
fire?’ He said: ‘Yes. Water.’ They said: ‘O Lord! Is there anything among
your creatures that is more severe than water?’ He said: ‘Yes. Wind.’
They said: ‘O Lord! Is there anything among your creatures more
severe than wind?’ He said: ‘Yes. The son of Adam. He gives charity
with his right hands, while hiding it from his left.’”

(Jami’ at Tirmidhi, Book 47, Hadith, 3695)
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How do we act on the ayah?

« When we see anything firm, well established going to its
peak, we should know that it has its end and we should not
depend on our power or ability to make it last.

« Always the firmness comes from the roots, if the roots are
firm then the growth will be good and productive. So, it is
upon us to strengthen our roots, through faith and its pillars.

o The mountains teach us how to be humble to Allah and fear
Him.

« We should be more grateful to Allah for their existence, as
they give stability to the earth and prevent it from frequent

earthquakes.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
Ty e

Word Meaning

f"&j = a (To be) a provision and benefit for you
f&iﬂ\.ﬂ)’j and your cattle

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah made provision for us and our livestock for our

wellbeing in order to enjoy and benefit from it.

« The word ¢lic means everything that we benefit from, and

we desire in owning it, like food, household items and
wealth.
« All these enjoyments are for a temporary time, and they

are very little compared to the hereafter.

« There are some ¢l thatis considered good. Among them

is a pious woman and teaching or gaining knowledge

(reciting from the book of Allah).
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'Abdullah b. Amr reported Allah's Messenger (£) as saying: The whole
world is a provision, and the best object of benefit of the world is the
pious woman.

(Sahih Muslim 715 k)
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'Ugba b. 'Amir reported: When we were in Suffa, the Messenger of
Allah (2) came out and said: Which of you would like to go out every
morning to Buthan or al-'Aqiq and bring two large she-camels without
being guilty of sin or without severing the ties of kinship? We said:
Messenger of Allah, we would like to do it. Upon this he said: Does not
one of you go out in the morning to the mosque and teach or recite
two verses from the Book of Allah. the Majestic and Glorious? That is
better for him than two she-camels, and three verses are better (than
three she-camels). and four verses are better for him than four (she-
camels), and to on their number in camels.

(Sahih Muslim 803)

o All the E_L’in Allah created is for us to take benefit from it

(whether land, pasture, wealth). We will find people of

different kinds regarding the ¢l in the Qur'an:

1. Those who are involved in play and amusement with

these benefits of life.
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2. Those who are completely deceived by the appearance

of these glie and they forget that it will perish, and it will

return back to the previous state.

3. Those who fall into trials through these glis.

4. Those who think they have done the best, due to which

they are blessed with these gli.

5. Those who supplicate and ask Allah for the best in the life
and the best in the hereafter, and protection from the
hellfire.

« The last category of the people are the ones who give their

rights towards themselves and towards Allah.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in Allah Al Wadood.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (UL oles}l)

« Allah Al Wadood bestows His favors and blessings upon all
His creation especially the human, to show His love
towards us, which brings out the essence of our worship
through the most important element of love. Allah shows
love to all of the creation by making their life colorful and
beautiful.

« Allahis dealing with us with feelings. Allah is full of affection
and love. In this life, the relation of master and slave is just
work but no love. But Allah is the King of the kings, Lord of
the lords, and He is Al Wadood - He is the Most Loving. He
not only loves His slaves, but He shows us His love.

 This should motivate us to work in this life to attain His love,
which is very easy by believing in Him, and doing good
deeds for His sake. And we should also increase in asking
for His love. The dua below is the part of a longer dua:

A J) 38 Joe S il o Cuog > s

(And | ask You for Your love and love of whomever loves You and love
of deeds which bring me closer to Your love)
(Sahih At Tirmidhi, 3235, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to be forbearing towards people who make
mistakes, by giving them time, showing love to them and
never depriving them from their necessities.

« We need to be grateful to Allah for the blessings and the
means He has provided for us and our animals for our
survival.

« We need to be more expressive when we want to show our

love to people.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Word Meaning

oils 1306 But when there comes

Qs}igj\ G the greatest catastrophe (i.e. the Day
of Recompense)

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Ayat 34 to 41 speak about the Day of Judgement and the
two groups of people on that Day.

« The ayah begins by mentioning the Day of Judgement and
the verb used here is a past tense ‘s’ i.e. fo come with
difficulty.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe there is Day of Judgement.
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BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (,331 agdly olagil)

o The Day of Judgement is called ;< delb which means a

great catastrophe — a great disaster which will be worse
than anything before it.

« Some of the actions of the people after seeing the
hardships of that day, are as follows:
1. The man will flee from him son, wife and everyone he

loved in this life.

2. The nursing mother will forget to nurse her baby.
3. The pregnant lady will drop her load.

4. People will be in a drunken state, though they are not
drunk.
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That Day shall a man flee from his brother,

And from his mother and his father,

And from his wife and his children.

Everyman, that Day, will have enough to make him careless of others.
(Surah ‘Abasa: 34-37)
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The Day you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her nursling,
and every pregnant one will drop her load, and you shall see
mankind as in a drunken state, yet they will not be drunken, but
severe will be the Torment of Allah.

(Surah Al Hajj: 2)
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Hudhaifa b. Usaid al-Ghifari reported: Allah's Messenger (¥) came to
us all of a sudden as we were (busy in a discussion). He said: What do
you discuss about? They (the Companions) said. We are discussing
about the Last Hour. Thereupon he said: It will not come until you see
ten signs before and (in this connection) he made a mention of the
smoke, Dqjjal, the beast, the rising of the sun from the west, the
descent of Jesus son of Mary (Allah be pleased with him), the Gog
and Magog, and land-slides in three places, one in the east, one in
the west and one in Arabia at the end of which fire would burn forth
from the Yemen, and would drive people to the place of their
assembly.
(Sahih Muslim 2901)
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What are the major actions of Allah that will take place on

the Day of Judgment?

1. The sky will split and tear off.

2. The sun will be wound around.

3. The stars and the planets will fall off.

4. The oceans will turn into fire.

5. There will be big earthquakes.
These are some of the major things that will take place which
will bring horror into the eyes of the people and turn them into

a drunken state.

Why is there a sudden shift from the mention of the blessings

from Allah to the scene of the Day of the Judgement?

« We are here in life, denying the resurrection, being proud
and arrogant. Allah brings in the ayat through the stories of
those who were arrogant and ungrateful to His blessings,
thus leading to a disastrous end.

« Then He explains how He provides for all of us on the earth,
and the benefits that He brings out from the earth for us and
for our cattle. All of this is to extract from us the most
important worship - gratitude, (shukr). The more we know
how Allah deals with us, the more we will be humble, have
khushoo’, be grateful and thus worship Him with more
lhsan.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« Alwaysreflect upon the catastrophes that take place in this
life; how do the people react and what is their state at that
time? This is just in this life, then imagine how great would
be the Day of Judgement, which will be the worst of
disasters of this life.

o The Day of Judgement will take place in the future, but we
can see its signs in our existing life. For example, the
destructions and the earthquakes, and the dying of the
people, the barren land coming to life with growth, all help
us to strengthen the belief in the Day of Judgement. Thus,
we should not have any doubts in this Day, and live our life,
believing in the return to Allah.

« Be cautious of this day and see where we fall short in our
relationships, firstly with Allah - the more we stand firm in
this life upon the truth and give Allah all His due rights, the
more established we will be on the Day of Judgement.
Secondly, we need to mend our relationships with the
people, for our destruction on that day could also be due
to our bad relationships with them.

« Have the fear of Allah in this life, for a believer will not be
afflicted with two fears; if he feared Allah in this life, he will
be secure on that day. Also, fear of Allah will make us to
judge ourselves in this life, more than judging the people.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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PR

Word Meaning

&\..2«3}’\ AS A5G 233 The Day when man shall remember

LS what he strove for,

« The word ,$i5 means something is protected in our minds,

it is a reminder.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« On the Day of Resurrection, every person will be made to
read his book of records, then he will remember what he
strove for, meaning his actions.

o£uis 115 Gl dalzall s & 2,553
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And on the Day of Resurrection, We shall bring out for him a book
which he will find wide open.

(1t will be said to him): "Read your book. You yourself are sufficient as
a reckoner against you this Day."

(Surah Isra:13,14)
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o The word = means to struggle. Allah created us in a toil.
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Verily, We have created man in toil. (Surah al Balad: 4)
« S0, we are all created to go through struggle in life. The
people are divided into two main groups. One group of

people will struggle in good, and another group will

struggle in evil. In the story of Musa 3_.Jl4Je and Fir'aun,

we saw how Firaun strove and struggled hard to make

mischief in the land, hid the truth, and spread falsehood.

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in Allah Al Haseeb.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (UL oles}l)

« Allah Al Haseeb is always accounting everything - good
and bad, big and small. Allah accounts all of the creation,
including the animails. Allah has the number of all humans,
animals, cells, atoms, ants, seeds, drops of rain, angels,
jinn, everything, Subhan Allah. He can account everyone
at the same time. There is no need to revise or audit Allah’s
accounts, Subhan Allah. His accounting is sufficient.

« The name of Allah Al Haseeb will make us aware that He
accounts us for everything, and His accounting is quick
and fast, unlike ourselves who take time.

« When we know Allah Al Haseeb then we will account
ourselves before we account others. And our focus will be

on doing good deeds and relying on Allah by saying
(all L) — Allah is Sufficient for us.

[N
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Benefits of taking the reminders:

1.

The reminders make us bond with our Rabb, especially

when we are reminded of His blessings.

. Reminders help us to reflect at the creations of Allah, in

order to increase in faith and certainty.

3. Allah illuminates and brightens our face.

. We will get the love of Allah, the angels, and the righteous

slaves.

. The reminders take away the heedlessness and increase

our faith.

. The reminders of the previous destroyed generations bring

lessons and admonitions for us.

.The reminders help us to overcome the shaitan and

provides us with an insight.

. The reminders elevate our soul and make us among the

people of understanding and the ones who repent

constantly.

. Reminders make us far from the sins and encourage us to

always return to Allah.

[N
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How do we act on the ayah?

« Be grateful to those who remind us always for good.

« Accompany those individuals, who inspire us and
encourage us to do good, and avoid those people who
remind us for evil.

« Reflect upon the creation, as this is the best reminder for us
to understand what servitude means.

« Remind people at the right time, and with the best of the
words.

« Be patient when our reminders are not taken seriously or
denied.

« Never give up in life or lose hope from reminding people

for good.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
(eggd 2l 2575

Word Meaning

fa.i_/x’gj\ Ciy39 And Hell-fire shall be made apparent
in full view

3y ul for (every) one who sees,

« The word ;3 means to be elevated, be high and

apparent, prominent.

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

How wiill this ayah increase us in faith?

« From the pillars of faith, is to believe in the Last Day with
everything within it. And that paradise and hellfire, are the

abode of recompense.
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BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (;331 agdl olagil)

»g

« Paradise and hellfire are the creations of Allah. They have
already been prepared. Allah mentions about the hellfire:

Su3&D Eiel S 51 168515

And fear the Fire, which is prepared for the disbelievers.
(Surah Ale Imran: 131)

« The following hadith clearly states that paradise and hellfire

have been created and exist at present.
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It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah said:
"When Allah created Paradise and Hell, He sent lJibreel, peace be
upon him, to Paradise and said: 'Look at it and at what | have prepared
for its people in it." He looked at it, then he came back and said: 'By
Your Glory, no one will hear of it but he will enter it.' So He commanded
that it be surrounded by hardships and said: 'Go and look at it and at
what | have prepared for its people in it.' He looked at it and saw that
it had been surrounded with hardships. He (Jibreel) said: 'By Your
Glory, | fear that no one will enter it.' He (Allah) said: 'Go and look at
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the Fire and at what | have prepared for its people in it." So he looked
at it and parts of it were piled upon other parts. He came back and
said: '‘By Your Glory, no one will enter it.' So He commanded that it be
surrounded with pleasures and said: 'Go and look at it.' So he looked
at it and saw that it was surrounded with pleasures. He came back
and said: '‘By Your Glory, | fear that no one will be saved from it and all
will enter it."" (Sunan an-Nasa'i 3763, Graded: Hasan)

« Itis said that the hellfire will be brought in front of the people

on the Day of Judgement.
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Ibn Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of
Allah (£) said, "Hell will be brought on that Day (the Day of
Resurrection) with seventy thousand bridles; and with every bridle will
be seventy thousand angels, pulling it". (Muslim)

« Notice here, the hellfire will be brought out, and not
paradise. This indicates things that are precious are always
hidden and not in the eye of everyone, while things that
are ugly and have no worth will be laid down. Subhan
Allah, the fire which is the punishment of Allah, will be

dragged to add to the fear and anxiety of the disbelievers.
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Some of the descriptions of the hellfire:

1. The width and the depth of the hellfire is a fall for 70 years.
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Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: We were in
the company of Messenger of Allah (¥) when we heard a bang.
Thereupon Messenger of Allah (¥) said. "Do you know what this
(sound) is?" We said, "Allah and His Messenger know better." He (¥)
said, "That is a stone which was thrown into Hell seventy years before
and it has just reached its bottom". (Muslim, 2844)

2. The hellfire has levels, each going below the other. The
hypocrites will be in the lowest of the level. They showed
Islam from outside, but were disbelievers inside.
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Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths (grade) of the Fire;
no helper will you find for them. (Surah An Nisa: 145)

3. The hellfire will have walls around them.
i
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A Fire whose walls will be surrounding them (disbelievers in the
Oneness of Allah). (Surah Al Kahf: 29)

4. The hellfire has flames.

S0 235 R85 " J6 pluss adle dlll Lo dlll Joi25 . dic alll Gy - 55358 4l 4

& T1- °_,'~° (1~ i_t—_ Y P T W — D = - % _EJ__ T o =% - _
Saile GLE " J6 AT &8 5 Al Jo5 G 348 7 5es 6 b 155 Guest

)
ni-%- S8 = 592 I=g,15' - %= 0.
pr.l.uo.,.gls 3> yare g Ay
° - “. * _9= -2

309




Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (£) said, "Your (ordinary) fire
is one of 70 parts of the (Hell) Fire." Someone asked, "O Allah's
Messenger (£) This (ordinary) fire would have been sufficient (to
torture the unbelievers)," Allah's Messenger (pbuh) said, "The (Hell) Fire
has 69 parts more than the ordinary (worldly) fire, each part is as hot
as this (worldly) fire." (Sahih al-Bukhari 3265)

5. The stones and mankind will be the fuel of the hellfire.
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O you who believe! Ward off from yourselves and your families a Fire
(Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, (Surah At Tahrim: 6)

6. The hellfire will rage and will have a roaring sound.
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When it (Hell) sees them from a far place, they will hear its raging and
its roaring. (Surah Al Furgan:12)
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It almost bursts up with fury. Every time a group is cast therein, its
keeper will ask: "Did no warner come to you?" (Surah Al Mulk:8)

7. The clothes in the hellfire will be made from the fire.
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Then as for those who disbelieve, garments of fire will be cut out for
them, (Surah Al Haqjj:19)

« From the above descriptions, we need to believe the
hellfire is not actually a punishment or revenge from Allah,
but it is His justice. Therefore, if one is just in this life, by
believing in Allah and doing righteous good deeds, then

for sure Allah will deal with him with favors.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to ask Allah, not to make us among the ones who
will witness the hellfire on the Day of Judgement.

« We need to increase in belief and good deeds in order to
protect ourselves from the fire.

« We should not follow our desires, as this is one of the ways
that takes one to the hellfire.

« We should fear the punishment of Allah now, in order we
are safe and secure on the Day of Judgement.

« We should protect our seeing and hearing, in this life, Allah
will protect them on the Day of Judgement and will not

make us see things that will horrify us.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)
Bkl
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Word Meaning
Y] HE Then, for him who
@Ja Tagha (fransgressed all bounds, in

disbelief, oppression and evil deeds of
disobedience to Allah).

.
G

And preferred
L;..’fd\ /Sl.’;.:’zj\ the life of this world (by following his
evil desires and lusts),
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

After Allah mentions the hellfire, the next two ayat discuss the
main characteristics that will take a person to the hellfire. May
Allah protect us from it. Ameen

The two descriptions mentioned here are transgression and

preference of this worldly life.
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Dangers of transgression:

1. This is one of the characteristics of the disbelievers and
hypocrites.

2. The person receives the anger of Allah and His slaves.

3. The one who follows the transgressor in this life, then
indeed he will follow him on the Day of Judgement too.

4. Transgression is a cause for corruption in society.

5. Transgression in knowledge brings arrogance, pride and
other diseases of the heart.

6. Transgression in wealth can make him busy with it, and

heedless about the what he owes others.

What is the opposite characteristic | can adopt in my life,

that will save me from the hellfire?

« Justice; it is one of the qualities that will make one not to

transgress in life.
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Verily, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives
and He forbids immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He

admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.
(Surah An Nahl:90)
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It has been narrated on the authority of 'Abdullah b. 'Umar that the
Messenger of Allah (££) said: Behold! the Dispensers of justice will be
seated on the pulpits of light beside God, on the right side of the
Merciful, Exalted and Glorious. Either side of the Being is the right
side both being equally meritorious. (The Dispensers of justice are)

those who do justice in their rules, in matters relating to their families
and in all that they undertake to do. (Sahih Muslim 1827)

« Ibn al-Qayyim said:” Verily, the religion of Islam, is founded
upon wisdom and welfare for the servants in this life and
the hereafter. It is full of justice, mercy, benefit, and
wisdom. Every matter which abandons justice for tyranny,
mercy for cruelty, benefit for corruption, and wisdom for
foolishness is not a part of the religion, even if it was
infroduced therein by an interpretation.”

« The second description is preference of the life over
hereafter. This is again inseparable; the transgressor who
refuses to worship Allah, in doing so is preferring this worldly

life, allowing it to distract him from obeying Allah.
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What distracts us in this life over Allah’'s commands?

1. Sometimes we are too involved in our phones or gadgets,
and we may miss or delay our prayers.

2. When we are reminded to do some good action, like
attend a study circle, we feel more comfortable staying
back at home and browsing or sleeping in the mornings.

3. When we prefer to buy things and spend on ourselves,
rather than giving it in the way of Allah, giving excuse to
our self, that it is our requirement, though buying the latest
model when we already have a good phone is not a
requirement.

4. When we have free time and we can recite the Qur'an,
but we find ourselves sleepy or tired.

5. When we are asked to cover our self with hijab, we feel,
how will our friends react to it, and thus we refuse or delay

it in order to be accepted among our friends and society.

What does Allah say about the reality of this life?
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Know that the life of this world is only play and amusement, pomp and
mutual boasting among you, and rivalry in respect of wealth and
children, as the likeness of vegetation after rain, thereof the growth is
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pleasing to the filler; afterwards it dries up and you see it turning
yellow; then it becomes straw. But in the Hereafter (there is) a severe
torment (for the disbelievers, evil-doers), and (there is) Forgiveness
from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure (for the believers, good-doers),
whereas the life of this world is only a deceiving enjoyment.

(Surah Al Hadid: 20)

So the life is of this world is:

1. Play and amusement

2. Pomp and boasting with each other

3. Rivalry

4. Competition to increase in wealth and children.

o It is also mentioned in a hadith, as a clear warning, for
those whose concern is the life of this world:

Lo 31 L3l 50 qujg.wk,uomgjbg.mlu;w 35 @in Wil colS oo

@9&.&” dJséoLstg.oM|ddU|&o> &5 5,33 ClS (pog ) S

datl,
Narrated by Anas bin Malik, Prophet Mohammed (%) said: “Whoever
is focused only on this world, Allah will confound his affairs and make
him fear poverty constantly, and he will not get anything of this world
except that which has been decreed for him. Whoever is focused on
the Hereafter, Allah will settle his affairs for him and make him feel
content with his lost, and his provision and worldly gains will

undoubtedly come to him.”
(Sahih At Tirmidhi, 2465, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)

« There are two main reasons due to which people love this
life and prefer it over the hereafter.
1. Due to corruption in religion and faith.

2. Due to corruption in the mind.
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How can one cure this sickness?

Some of the means by which we can cure this disease is:

1.

Knowing the reality of this life from the Qur'an and the

Sunnah with deep understanding.

. Reflecting upon the fact that the life of this world will

quickly perish, and the hereafter is not far away.

3. Always be satisfied with whatever little we have.

. Be busy with gaining the means for achieving real

pleasure and not illusions. This is by knowing Allah, His

Names and Atiributes.

. Reflect upon the delights of the paradise.

. Patience upon the desires that tempt us to prefer and love

this life.

How do we act on the ayah?

« Always know that the one who transgressed in this life, did

not have a good end. This should make us fear Allah, and

not to transgress in any of our actions.

« We need to ask forgiveness from Allah, for transgressing in

the past, and ask Him to keep us firm and steadfast upon

the justice.
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We should always overlook and forgive those who have
fransgressed upon us because we do not want to leave this
life with unsettled matters and be stopped at the Qantara.
Anything that pleases our eyes should remind us that
paradise is ever lasting and continuous.

We should avoid stretching our eyes to what others have
and we do not. Instead we should be grateful for His
blessings and what we have and believe that He will
increase it for us.

We need to be cautious of our desires if they are going
against the commands of Allah and make a struggle
against them.

We should increase our knowledge about Allah and His
actions, this will make us attach to Him alone, as He is the
most perfect and complete in all aspects, truly deserving
our worship. We will then long to see our Rabb in the

hereafter, thus diminishing the value of this life in our hearts.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

oo o
324




Tafsir (sewszl)
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NEY f 8\3 Verily, will be Hell-fire;
” éﬁ‘ 2 his abode
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Here Allah is confirming the destination for the one who
transgresses in this life, and who prefers it over the
hereafter. The ayah starts with a confirmation saying the
hellfire will be their abode.

« The word abode means a dwelling place where the person
lives permanently.

« As we dll are aware that disbelief and shirk are the main
reasons for entering the hellfire, there are other major sins

that can doom a person into the fire.
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It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (£) said:
"Avoid the seven sins that doom one to Hell." It was said: "O Messenger
of Allah, what are they?" He said: "Associating others with Allah (Shirk),
magic, killing a soul whom Allah has forbidden killing, exceptin cases
dictated by Islamic law, consuming Riba, consuming the property of
orphans, fleeing on the day of the march (to baittlefield), and
slandering chaste women who never even think of anything touching
their chastity and are good believers."

The seven sins that can doom a person into the hellfire:

1. The greatest of these sins is shirk (associating others with
Allah), which leads to doom with no hope of
redemption, and if the person does not repent and dies
in this state, he will remain in the hellfire for forever.

2. Magic and witchcraft, because it involves shirk, as it is
worshipping the jinn, and seeking their help to misguide
the people.

3. Killing a soul whom Allah has forbidden us to Kkill.

4. Consuming Riba.

5. Consuming orphans’ wealth. The orphan is the one
whose father has died, and he has not reached the age
of puberty.

6. Fleeing from the battlefield.

7. Slandering chaste, innocent believing women.
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Means that will save us from the hellfire:

. Tawheed, not associating any partners with Allah
. Struggling in the way of Allah

. Fear of Allah and His punishment

. Giving charity, even if it is a small piece of date

. Sincere repentance all the time

. Accounting ourself in this life
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. Doing good deeds and especially those deeds that will
make our scales heavy

8. Protecting our limbs and our private parts from sins and

forbidden actions

9. Seeking refuge from the hellfire and asking for paradise

« One of the mostimportant beliefs about Allah that we need
to have here is that He is the Most Merciful; His mercy
encompasses everyone, believer and disbeliever.

« Now we may ask, in spite of all this mercy why will the
people enter the hellfire? The answer is clear, the person
chose disbelief for himself and Allah does not approve of
disbelief.

« He does not force anyone to become a believer or
disbeliever, but out of His mercy, He has explained the

paths of the truth and falsehood, right and wrong. He has

327




then given the people the choice, along with promising the
believers the reward of paradise and warning the
disbelievers of the hellfire and its punishments.

« Another aspect of the belief in Allah is that He is the Most
Forgiving. As long as one is alive, he can always repent
and return back to Allah and He will surely forgive sins. The
forgiveness of Allah does not end there, the greatness of
Allah’s forgiveness continues when He will replace the bad
deeds of the one who repents into good deeds, and this is
one of the virtues of repentance.

« We should also know that Allah forgives all the sins no

matter how great they are.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to believe that hellfire is the justice of Allah, and
therefore we should think good of Allah.

« The one who repents to Allah, surely He will forgive them
their sins, no matter how great they are. So, we need to
increase in seeking forgiveness from Allah, in order to be
purified in this life, rather than in the grave or in the hellfire.

« We should keep company with the righteous friends who

will help us to do good and avoid evil.
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« We need to ask Allah to guide us to the means that will help
us to save ourselves from the hellfire. The best of the means,
after Tawheed, is to supplicate and seek protection from
the fire.
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It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah used to

say:" (O Allah, | seek refuge with you from the torment of the grave,

and | seek refuge with You from the torment of the Fire, and | seek

refuge with You from the trial of the Dajjal)."
(Sunan an-Nasa'i 2060,Graded: Sahih Al Albani)

35 diaa W9 T 155 " Yol plus aule alll Lo &l Jol5 58 JB il 3
")l.:.” u|.\.c LI§9&2“">§;>>!I

Anas reported that Allah's Messenger () used to supplicate (in these
words):" Our Lord, grant us the good in this world and the good in the
Hereafter and save us from the torment of Hell Fire."

(Sahih Muslim 2690 )

« We should live between fear and hope, fearing for our sins,
and not being certain that we will enter paradise. On the
other hand, we need to hope for His forgiveness, and hope

for His mercy in everything.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

() Gl S0 5655 55 S Lo
Word Meaning
D315 G LTS But as for him who feared
4 5 alaa standing before his Lord
el 853 and restrained himself
CS}ij‘ uﬁ from impure evil desires, and lusts.
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« After explaining about the people of the hellfire, the scene
is shifted to the people of paradise. There are two main
description of the people of paradise in this surah. Fear and
controlling one’s soul from following the desires.

« Al-Khawf (fear) is one of pillars of worship, and it is also a
worship of the heart, just the same as Al-Khashyah (awe),

which we had mentioned earlier. The only difference
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between these two fears is that Al-Khashyah is due to the
deep-rooted knowledge of Allah.
« Al-Khawf (fear) is apprehension of something unpleasant,

and it is of two types:

1. Al-Khawf-ul-‘Ibaadah (fear which is worship) :
This is the fear that is coupled with the love, and
magnification, and humbling oneself for Allah, and this is
the fear that is obligatory, and is one of the pillars from
the pillars of worship.
Directing this to anyone other than Allah is shirk. When a
person fears someone other than Allah with regard to
something that no one besides Allah is able to do, such
as - fearing someone being able to cause him to
become ill, or being able to take his soul, or cause his
child to die, as is done by many of the ignorant people.

2. Al-Khawf-ut-Tabee‘ee (natural fear) :
When you fear something which is clear and apparent
and which is able to do what exactly you fear from it,
such as your fearing a snake or a scorpion or an enemy
to hurt or harm you. These are clear and visible well-
known matters, so fearing them is not called shirk, it is

natural fear of something which is apparent and known.
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« Here the believers fear the time when they will stand in front
of their Rabb. This is showing us that in this life, they
believed strongly in the resurrection because they saw
themselves standing in front of Allah, which is a part of the
belief in the Day of Judgement. Those who live and do
deeds without this important belief that they will meet their
Rabb and will stand in front of their Rabb, then their deeds

will have no value on the Day of Judgement.
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Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported:l heard
Messenger of Allah (£) saying, "A believer will be brought close to his
Rubb on the Day of Resurrection and enveloping him in His Mercy, He
(¥) will make him confess his sins by saying: ‘Do you remember
(doing) this sin and this sin?' He will reply: "My Rubb, | remember.' Then
He (¥*) will say: 'l covered it up for you in the life of world, and | forgive
it for you today.' Then the record of his good deeds will be handed to
him". (Sahih Al Bukhari, 24417)
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'Adi bin Hatim (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger
of Allah (£8) said, "Every one of you will speak to his Rubb without an
interpreter between them. He will look to his right side and will see only
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the deeds he had previously done; he will look to his left and will see
only the deeds he had previously done, and he will look in front of him
and will see nothing but Fire (of Hell) before his face. So protect
yourselves from Fire (of Hell), even by giving half a date- fruit (in
charity)". (Sahih Al Bukhari, 3595)

« What will make a person fear when he stands in front of His
Rabb?
The person will fear for the sins he committed in this life, and

he will fear the non-acceptance of his deeds.
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A person said to Ibn 'Umar: How did you hear Allah's Messenger (£)
as saying something about intimate conversation? He said: | heard
him say: A believer will be brought to his Lord, the Exalted and
Glorious, on the Day of Resurrection and He would place upon him His
veil (of Light) and make him confess his faults and say: Do you
recognize (your faults)? He would say: My Lord, | do recognize (them).
He (the Lord) would say: | concealed them for you in the world. And
today I forgive them. And he would then be given the Book containing
(the account of his) good deeds. And so far as the non-believers and
hypocrites are concerned, there would be general announcement
about them before all creation telling them that these (people, i. e.
non-believers and hypocrites) told a lie about Allah.

(Sahih Muslim, 2768)

« From the above hadith, it is confirmed that everyone will be

made to stand before their Rabb.
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What makes a person to fear this standing before his Rabb?
The more a person knows about Allah, His names, His
attributes and His action, the more the person will magnify
Him and love Him. Out of this extreme love and
magnification, the slave is so fearful and feels so low to be
even deserving to stand before His Rabb.

When this person fears in this life, then he controls his soul
and does not allow it to follow his desires. One may ask
what exactly is the soul? And how is it connected to us?
No one can exactly define a soul, for it is a knowledge
which Allah alone knows. But we believe that Allah created
the soul. There are two kinds of people:

o those whose souls have overcome them and led them
o ruin because they yielded to them and obeyed their
impulses.

o those who have overcome their souls and made them
obey their commands.

The second kind of people are mentioned in this ayah.
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There are three main types of souls as mentioned in the

Qur’'an:

1. The soul which commands evil (cgwls 33L31 uadl) :
This is the nafs that brings punishment itself. By its very
nature it directs its owner towards every wrong action. No
one can get rid of its evil without the help of Allah. This soul
resides in the world of the senses and is dominated by
earthly desires and passions. Evil lies hidden in the soul and
it is this that leads it on to do wrong. If Allah were to leave
the servant alone with his self, the servant would be
destroyed between its evil and the evil that it craves.

2. The blameworthy or reproaching soul (dsloll Gusdl) :
This soul is conscious of its own imperfections. Hasan al-
Basri said, "You always see the believer blaming himself
and saying things like 'Did | want this? Why did | do that?
Was this better than that?"

3. The peaceful soul (iiiaboll yuill) :
This soul is tranquil as it rests on the certitude of Allah. Al-
Qatadah said, "It is the soul of the believer, made calm by
what Allah has promised. Its owner is at rest and content
with his knowledge of Allah's Names and Attributes, and

with what He has said about Himself and His
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Messenger (2), and with what He has said about what
awaits the soul after death: about the departure of the soul,
the life in the Barzakh, and the evenis of the Day of
Qiyamah which will follow. So much so that a believer such
as this can almost see them with his own eyes. So he
submits to the will of Allah and surrenders to Him
contentedly, never dissatisfied or complaining, and with his
faith never wavering. He does not rejoice at his gains, nor
do his afflictions make him despair - for he knows that they
were decreed long before they happened to him, even
before he was created.

In life we will mostly find our self (nafs) with the first two
types of souls, i.e. the soul that constantly blames us, for
inclining towards the sins/committing a sin, or it would
persistently encourage us to sin. The believers who
struggled in this life against the evil soul, and kept
themselves far from the desires, will taste the delight of the

peaceful soul at the time of their death.

What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

« The biggest challenge that we can face here is when we

fear others in our life, rather than fearing Allah alone. This is

due to lack of knowledge about Allah and His abilities, that

339




will divert our attachment and fear to someone else, thus
involving in shirk.

« The second challenge here could be, to let loose our soul
and allow it to wander on its own, without having a control
over it.

o That is why Imam Ibn Qayyim said: “The soul will never be
pious and purified except by going through the dafflictions,
It is the same as gold that can never be pure except after

removing all the base metals in it.”

How will this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in Allah Ar Rabb.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (Ul oles}l)

« This ayah strengthens the connection with the name of
Allah Ar Rabb. Belief in this name makes a person humble
and fear Allah in this life.

 He knows, Allah Ar Rabb is the owner who has full authority
over him and his property.

« He knows Allah is the only Rabb that deserves to be
worshipped, as He is the most perfect and most high. This
constant belief makes him always to fear his Rabb, and
also fear the time, when He will stand in front of Him, with

all his deficient actions.

[N
341




How do we act on the ayah?

 The actions of the heart that is mentioned in this surah
which will make us among the successful ones, is ‘the fear’.
So, this teaches us to fear Allah the most in this life. Usually
we fear the hellfire, or the punishments. But here it teaches
us to prioritize the fear of Allah first, then followed by His
punishments and hellfire. The one who fears Allah will
auvtomatically fear His punishments, but the one who fears
the punishments and the hellfire, may not necessarily know
who Allah is, and how we need to fear standing in front of
him in this life and the akhirah.

« Another way we can fear standing in front Allah on the Day
of Judgement, is by standing with all the fear in our salah.

« Ilbn Qayyim said (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
Every individual must stand before Allah twice: when he
stands before Him in prayer and when he stands before
Him on the Day he meets Him. Whoever stands before Him
as he should in the first instance, the second standing will
be made easy for him, but whoever is heedless with regard
to this standing, and does not stand before Him (in prayer)
as he should, that standing (on the Day of Resurrection) will

be made difficult for him.

[N
342




« We need to achieve true sincerity towards Allah in this life;
this will allow us to be humble and fearful of all our actions
and focus more on them, therefore none of our actions will
miss the sincerity when we are focusing on them.

« We need to increase in magnifying Allah, the more we
know He is Al Akbar, Al ‘Azeez, Al Jabbar, Al Qahhar, Al
Qawiyy, Al Qadir, Al ‘Ala, the more we will fear Him, and
also fear to stand in front of Him in the hereafter.

« We need to have tagwa of Allah in order not to follow the
desires. The person with taqwa will always have a soul that
is under his control and not crossing its limits.

« We need to supplicate to Allah to give us a good fear in
this life, in order to stay away from the sins.
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Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: Messenger of
Allah (£) seldom left a gathering without supplicating in these terms:
(O Allah, apportion to us such fear as should serve as a barrier
between us and acts of disobedience; and such obedience as will
take us to Your Jannah; and such as will make easy for us to bear in
the calamities of this world. O Allah! let us enjoy our hearing, our sight
and our power as long as You keep us alive and make our heirs from
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our own offspring, and make our revenge restricted to those who
oppress us, and support us against those who are hostile to us let no
misfortune afflict our Deen; let not worldly affairs be our principal
concern, or the ultimate limit of our knowledge, and let not those rule
over us who do not show mercy to us)."

(At Tirmidhi, Book 5, Hadith 834)
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Word Meaning
ZCL-xJ\ R Verily, Paradise
55| 2 will be his abode.
Tadabbur (s;a21)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
o 4> (paradise) means a garden full of frees and an eternal

residence; a home of happiness which Allah has prepared

for His close slaves. The root word ;> means something

hidden, and not seen. And it perfectly goes with its root, as
there is no eye that has seen, no ear that has heard of and
no human heart has ever imagined about it.
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No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for
what they used to do. (Surah As Sajdah:17)

o Itis also mentioned in a divine hadith:
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Narrated Abu Huraira:The Prophet, said, "Allah said, 'l have prepared
for My pious worshipers such things as no eye has ever seen, no ear
has ever heard of, and nobody has ever thought of. All that is reserved,

besides which, all that you have seen, is nothing."
(Sahih Al Bukhari, 3244,3252,3251)
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« It is said that the person will perceive these glad tidings of
paradise, even before he has actually died. When the time
of his death arrives and the angels call his soul to come
forth saying, ‘come out safe and reassured soul, to the
pleasure of Allah’ and this was what mentioned in the
previous ayabh, if one controlled his soul, frained it well not
to follow the desires and temptations of this life, then for
sure his soul will be the peaceful one at the time of his
death.
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(It will be said to the pious): "O (you) the one in (complete) rest and
satisfaction!

"Come back to your Lord, Well-pleased (yourself) and well-pleasing
unto Him!

"Enter you, then, among My honoured slaves,

"And enter you My Paradise!"

(Surah Al Fajr: 27-30)
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« From the above ayat, we can reflect many beneficial
points:

1. Honor from Allah is through belief and good deed:s.

2. We should always desire and long to meet Allah in this
life.

3. Attachment to Allah is through actions, for He is Ar Rabb,
and we will not be able to reach Allah and His pleasure
without His reforming that we go through in this life.

« Paradise is a pure place which requires a pure heart.
« Ibn Al ‘Arabi defined this heart free from jealousy, hatred,
pride, arrogance, and this heart loves for his brother what

he loves for himself. And this is the condition for faith.

How will the people enter paradise?

« The people of the paradise will enter it in groups until they
reach to its doors; they will be welcomed by the honorable
angels calling them with peace (after they have passed all
the difficult stations of the Day of Judgement).

« The first group that will enter paradise, will be the seventy
thousand whose faces will be like that of a full moon. They
will not go through any reckoning or punishments. They

would be those who neither practiced charm, nor took
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omens, nor did they cauterize, but they had complete trust
upon their Rabb.

« Itis said that the poor people will enter paradise before the
rich ones, five hundred years before, and in some hadith, it
is mentioned they will enter 40 years before the rest of the
people.

« There will be people who will enter paradise after being
punished in the hellfire. They will enter paradise due to the
intercession of the Prophet (£).

« The last personto enter paradise will find that all the people
have already taken their houses, and then he will be asked
to wish whatever he wants, and he will wish. And he will be
given 10 times more than this world.

Note: It is not our deeds that will make us enter paradise,
but it only the mercy of Allah that will make us enter it. The
deeds that we do in this life sincerely for the sake of Allah

will help us to find our levels in the paradise.

Small deeds that can guarantee paradise:

o Greeting everyone, whether you know them or not
« Giving food and water to the people

« Removing the harm from the path of the Muslims

o Showing kindness to animals

o Voluntary fasting
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o Asking for Jannah three times, Subhan Allah.
« Seeking knowledge of Allah (path to paradise will be easy

for us)
« Dying upon the shahada alll 31 41 ¥

« Reading the master of Istighfar in the morning and evening
supplications (Whoever recites the master of Istighfar in the
morning and dies on the same day, he will be one of the
dwellers of paradise; and the same with the night, whoever
recites this in the evening and dies before the morning, he

will be one of the dwellers of paradise).
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Shaddad bin Aus (May Allah be pleased with him) said:The Prophet
() said, "The best supplication for seeking forgiveness (Syed-ul-
Istighfar) is to say: (O Allah! You are my Rubb. There is no true god
except You. You have created me, and | am Your slave, and | hold to
Your Covenant as far as | can. | seek refuge in You from the evil of
what | have done. | acknowledge the favours that You have bestowed
upon me, and | confess my sins. Pardon me, for none but You has the
power to pardon).’ He who supplicates in these terms during the day
with firm belief in it and dies on the same day (before the evening), he
will be one of the dwellers of Jannah; and if anyone supplicates in
these terms during the night with firm belief in it and dies before the
morning, he will be one of the dwellers of Jannah." (Al-Bukhari, 6306)
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So what do we learn from the ayah?

We should supplicate to Allah to avert the hellfire from us
and admit us to paradise.

We should purify our heart from all the ililnesses and make
it a place for the magnification and love for Allah alone.
We should live in this life, as a traveler, always prepared to
leave this world any time. This will make us control our
desires and not to attach to the worldly life.

We should believe in the promise of Allah and do good
deeds so we may be rewarded with paradise.

We should be merciful to the ones around us, so that the
Most Merciful has mercy on us on the Day of Judgement
and admits us to paradise.

We should be constant and sincere in doing good deeds
even if they are smaill.

We need to smile and greet everyone whom we know and
do not know.

We should attend study circles, as this is the easiest way to
get to paradise.

We should constantly seek forgiveness from Allah as this

will make us lighter and ease our way to paradise.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

@ﬁu@ They ask you (O Muhammad (Peace
be upon him))

el e about the Hour,

Laliya & “’ﬁ when will be its appointed time

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« After categorizing the people into those belonging to
hellfire and those of paradise, there is a shift in the scene
again. The surah began with the disbelievers denying in the

Day of Judgement and the resurrection, Allah showed

them the signs through the story of Musa ol 4Je and

Firaun, how he denied and how was his end. Then Allah
gave universal signs to prove His ability to resurrect. Then a
scene of the Day of Judgement to show the classification

of the people and their end. Even after all these clear signs,
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they persist to disbelieve and ask the Prophet (££) about the

Day of Judgement and its exact arrival.

« We need to know that the questioning of people about the
last hour (the end of this life and the beginning of the
hereafter) is of two types:

o The first type is that in which one considers the last hour
far away, considering it impossible and denying that it
will actually happen; this is disbelief.

o The second type is that in which a person asks when the
hour is in order to prepare for it, and there is no problem
with this type of questioning.

« Regardless of their questioning and their intentions, still the
knowledge of when the last hour will occur is with Allah
alone.
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People ask you concerning the Hour, say: "The knowledge of it is with
Allah only. What do you know? It may be that the Hour is near!”
(Surah Al Ahzab: 63)

e In a long hadith of lJibril, when he came to teach the
companions about the religion, he asked Prophet (£)
about the Day of the Judgement and its time, upon which
the Prophet (%) replied, the one asked does not know more

than the one asking. This again proves that no one except
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Allah has the knowledge when the Day of Judgement will
occur.

o Therefore, a big challenge that we face is to believe
anyone rather than Allah, knows the unseen, or that some
people know when the Day of Judgment will occur. This will
be a major shirk from our side, that we need to be cautious

about.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should not ask questions that may cause conflict.
Always submit to the commands and the decree that
come to us through the Qur'an and the sunnah. The matters
that are not mentioned should not be asked and should be
avoided.

« We should see our intentions behind any actions we do or
any words we utter. If we have good intentions, then surely,
we will be rewarded for them. If not, they will be a waste.

« We needto prepare for the Day of Judgement, just like how
we prepare for any major events in our life. For example, if
we realize we have some faults, we need to try and slowly
correct them ourselves and ask Allah to make it easy for

Us.
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« After leaving the sin, we should busy ourselves doing
actions which are beneficial and will be rewarded. For this
we need to have knowledge about the good actions that
are easy and motivating, to start with.

« We should have a circle of friends who are of a good
character and guide and encourage us towards doing

good.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

Word Meaning

hSS e &l sd You have no knowledge to say

anything about it,
Lalizia ELy Jl To your Lord belongs (the

knowledge of) the term thereof?

Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah is All-Wise, He knew that the people will not benefit
from this knowledge (when the Day of Judgement will be
established) either religiously or worldly, therefore He did
not disclose to us this fact. Rather He knows the benefit lies
in the knowledge being hidden from them.

« We can see Allah’s action of withholding and extending,
as He is Al Qabidh and Al Basit. Whatever He wills He can

withhold it from His creation, and whatever He wills He can
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stretch it for them. Both these actions are from His vast
knowledge and wisdom.

« This also affirms the truthfulness of the messenger as he did
not invent and tell the disbelievers anything from his own
about when the hour would occur. This shows the Prophet
(2) only spoke from what was revealed to him, and he
spoke the truth, and never spoke from his desires.

« This knowledge is only with Allah, even the closest angel is
not aware of it.

o There are some descriptions of the time before the Day of
Judgement.

1. The ftrials will be very common:
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It has been narrated on the authority of Hudhaifa b. al-Yaman who
said:People used to ask the Messenger of Allah () about the good
times, but | used to ask him about bad times fearing lest they overtake
me. | said: Messenger of Allah, we were in the midst of ignorance and
evil, and then God brought us this good (time through Islam). Is there
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any bad time after this good one? He said: Yes. | asked: Will there be
a good time again after that bad time? He said: Yes, but therein will
be a hidden evil. | asked: What will be the evil hidden therein? He said:
(That time will withess the rise of) the people who will adopt ways other
than mine and seek guidance other than mine. You will know good
points as well as bad points. | asked: Will there be a bad time after this
good one? He said: Yes. (A time will come) when there will be people
standing and inviting at the gates of Hell. Whosoever responds to their
call they will throw them into the fire. | said: Messenger of Allah,
describe them for us. He said: All right. They will be a people having
the same complexion as ours and speaking our language. | said:
Messenger of Allah, what do you suggest if | happen to live in that
time? He said: You should stick to the main body of the Muslims and
their leader. | said: If they have no (such thing as the) main body and
have no leader? He said: Separate yourself from all these factions,
though you may have to eat the roots of trees (in a jungle) until death
comes to you and you are in this state. (Sahih Muslim, 1847 a)

2. Many divisions will occur between the main groups:
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Narrated Anas:| will narrate to you a narration which nobody will
narrate to you after me. | heard that from the Prophet. | heard the
Prophet (%) saying, "The Hour will not be established" or said: "From
among the portents of the Hour is that the religious knowledge will be
taken away (by the death of religious Scholars) and general ignorance
(of religion) will appear; and the drinking of alcoholic drinks will be very
common, and (open) illegal sexual intercourse will prevail, and men will
decrease in number while women will increase so much so that, for fifty
women there will only be one man to look after them."

(Sahih Al Bukhari, 6808)
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3. Evil will befall the Muslim ummah:
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It was narrated that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said: “The Messenger of Allah
(£) turned to us and said: ‘O Muhajirun, there are five things with which
you will be tested, and | seek refuge with Allah lest you live to see them:
Immorality never appears among a people to such an extent that they
commit it openly, but plagues and diseases that were never known
among the predecessors will spread among them. They do not cheat in
weights and measures but they will be stricken with famine, severe
calamity and the oppression of their rulers. They do not withhold the
Zakah of their wealth, but rain will be withheld from the sky, and were
it not for the animals, no rain would fall on them. They do not break
their covenant with Allah and His Messenger, but Allah will enable their
enemies to overpower them and take some of what is in their hands.
Unless their leaders rule according to the Book of Allah and seek all
good from that which Allah has revealed, Allah will cause them to fight
one another.”” (Sunan Ibn Majah 4019, Grade: Sahih Al Albani)

4. The Ten major signs that will occur one after the other:
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Hudhaifah bin Asid said: "The Messenger of Allah () stood over us on
a balcony, and we were discussing the Hour. So the Messenger of
Allah (28) said: 'The Hour shall not be established until you see ten signs.
The sun rising from its setting place, Ya'juj and Mda'juj, the beast of the
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earth, and three collapses of the earth: A collapse in the east, a
collapse in the west and a collapse in the 'Arabian peninsula. And a
fire that comes out of a place within 'Adan, driving the people, or
gathering the people, camping where they camp, and resting where
they rest." (Jami® At-Tirmidhi 2183, Graded: Sahih)

From the above we can conclude that Allah has not
informed us about the occurrence of the Day of
Judgement, but He has informed its signs. If we reflect
upon them, we can see most of the signs exists now,
except the ten major ones. That means, the Day of
Judgement is not far away, we need to seriously prepare
for it, before the occurrence of the major signs, after which
there will be no forgiveness or turning back to do good

deeds.

How do we act on the ayah?

We need to believe that the ultimate knowledge belongs
to Allah. So, this will make us to attach to Him and ask Him
alone.

When we know Allah is All Knowing, we should also
increase our knowledge about His names, attributes and
actions. This will increase us in faith. One of the impacts of

increasing faith, we will not be bothered about asking
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questions that are unnecessary but will busy ourselves with
actions.

Respect the ones with knowledge - our parents and
teachers, who advise us and give us the knowledge.

We should supplicate to Allah to protect us from the trials
of the Day of Judgement.

When we attach to Allah during the time of ease and be
busy with His worship, then during the times of difficulty, He
will look after us and make things easy for us.

We need to perfect our salah, because it is the first standing
in front of Allah in this life; this will determine our second

standing in front of Him on the Day of Judgement.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

Tafsir (saeusl)
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DrEEEs

Word Meaning

You (O Muhammad (Peace be upon

him)) are only a warner
o Lices oy for those who fear it,

Tadabbur (ys21)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah is describing the job title for His messenger. Here, the
theme of the surah suits the job of a warner, i.e. he is
warning the people about the Day of Judgement. Those
who believe and fear the warning, they will benefit from it
and those who deny it and consider it unlikely to happen,

for them the warning will not benefit.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we know Allah is Al Haad..

BELIEF IN ALLAH (alls ;yLlos3l)
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« Allah is Al Haadi, the Guide. Allah alone can guide the
creation to the right path. There are universal signs for
guidance such as the stars and the moon, and the Qur'an
which is the source of guidance especially for the humans
and the jinn.

« When the disbelievers denied the messenger and the
resurrection, Allah consoled him by taking the
responsibility off him, and clearly defining his job, so that
he does not take the siress for guiding the people.

o It is clearly mentioned the only ones who will accept the
guidance or take the warnings are the ones who fear and

the fear that is mentioned here is the highest form of fear

-

i.e. w.

“»
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What are some of the means that can instill this fear into

our heart?

« Reading Qur'an and reflecting on its meanings
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Say (O Muhammad SAW to them): "Believe in it (the Qur'an) or do not
believe (in it). Verily! Those who were given knowledge before it (the
Jews and the Christians like 'Abdullah bin Salam and Salman Al-Farisi),
when it is recited to them, fall down on their faces in humble
prostration.” (Surah Al Isra’ : 107)

« Fearing Allah, by doing acts of obedience and worship,
and refraining from evil deeds and prohibited things

« Respecting the sacred limits of Allah
Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
The level of fear that is praiseworthy and appropriate is that
which prevents a person from transgressing the sacred
limits of Allah, may He be glorified and exalted; if the fear
passes that limit, there is the risk that it will lead to despair
and despondency.
| heard Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah sanctify
his soul) say: Praiseworthy fear is that which keeps you from
transgressing the sacred limits of Allah.

(Taken from Madaarij As salikeen)
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« Knowing Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, by His
names and attributes
Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:
The more a person knows about Allah, the more he will fear
Him. Ibn Mas‘ood (may Allah be pleased with him) said:
Fear of Allah is sufficient indication of knowledge. Lack of
fear of Allah is due to a person’s lack of knowledge of Him.
The most knowledgeable of people are those who fear
Allah the most. If a person knows Allah, he will feel more
shy before Him, will fear Him more and love Him more. The
more his knowledge increases, the more his shyness, fear
and love for Him increases.
(Taken from Tareeq al-Hijratayn)

« Remembering Allah a great deal
Remembering Allah a great deal motivates one to
constantly bear in mind the majesty and greatness of Allah,
to remember that He is always watching, to love Him and
feel shy before Him. This instills fear of Allah and His

punishment, and fear of being deprived of paradise.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We should not force people to believe or do good deed:s.

« We should not be stressed when we see people denying
Allah and committing shirk, for sure Allah is Rich from all
their partners and accusations.

« We can only guide people by advising them or warning
them of the punishment, other than this is not our
responsibility.

« We need to have the wisdom to choose the best time and
words to invite people to the religion. Compelling them or
pushing them, will only bring in hypocrisy among the
people and make maiters worse.

« When we want to invite people to the religion, we need to
start by making people know Allah through his magnificent
Names, Attributes, and actions.

« When people know Allah, surely they will increase in love
for Him and will long to see Him, thus hoping for the Day of

Judgement and recompense of their deeds.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (sewszl)

BEI I B B AV PO P IRr:>
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Meaning

The Day they see it,

(it will be) as if they had not remained

(in this world)
\.?A\_&-.f,'a éi iLL:u_’c except an afternoon or a morning.
Tadabbur (ssazl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« This ayah describes the statement of the disbelievers upon

witnessing their resurrection. It will be as though they had

not remained in this world except for an afternoon or

morning thereof.

o The afternoon is from the time when the sun is at its highest

point until it sets, and the morning is from the time of sunrise

until the sun reaches its peak in the sky.

o This shows they are mixed up with their calculations, they

are confused, and disoriented. What made them to be in
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that state? Their denial, fransgression, and love of this life
that they were involved in. After the truth will be made
visible to them, they will first forget all the desires of this life

that they enjoyed.

What are the challenges can we face from this ayah?

« The biggest challenge one can face here, is getting too

involved in the delights of this life and forgetting death.

Death can overcome us anytime.

Reflect and think about the situations we have heard about
people leaving their homes, getting in their cars, and not
returning home, only to be carried upon others’ shoulders
as corpses. How often we have heard people prepare
lunches or dinners but have not eaten them. All of these
unexpected incidents that we witness prove that death

can come to us anytime.

What will be state of the disbelievers on the Day of

Judgement?

1. Their eyes will be in horror due to the scenes they will

witness on the Day of Judgement, and they will regret

about their heedlessness in this life.
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And the true promise (Day of Resurrection) shall draw near (of
fulfilment). Then (when mankind is resurrected from their graves), you
shall see the eyes of the disbelievers fixedly stare in horror. (They will
say): "Woe to us! We were indeed heedless of this; nay, but we were
Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers, etc.)." (Al Anbiya:97)
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2. They will wish to give earth full of gold, to rescue them from

the punishment of that day.
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And those who did wrong (the polytheists and disbelievers in the
Oneness of Allah), if they had all that is in earth and therewith as much
again, they verily, would offer it to ransom themselves therewith on the
Day of Resurrection from the evil forment, (Surah Az Zumar: 47)

3. They will be covered with humiliation:
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With their eyes lowered in fear and humility, ignominy covering them
(all over)! That is the Day which they were promised!
(Surah Al Ma’arij: 44)

4. Their good deeds will not avail them anything on the Day
of Judgement:

Fokis 2 3daad JAE Je lolef s Y] LasSs

And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (disbelievers, polytheists,
sinners, etc.) did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating
particles of dust. (Surah Al Furgan: 23)
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5. They will wish to be dead on the Day of Judgement, or to
be sand.
G5 S8 328 3901 Jdss

And the disbeliever will say: "Woe to me! Would that | were dust!”
(Surah An Naba: 4)

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to value our time by doing those actions that will
be beneficial.

« We should not underestimate even a small good deed; if
we have an opportunity to do it in the morning, do not
delay it till the evening, and if there is an opportunity to do
the deed in the evening then do not delay it till the morning.

« We need to know that whatever delights of this world we
enjoy, it will soon come to an end. And once it is over, we
will hardly feel the taste or pleasure of it.

o There is alot of blessing in the times mentioned in the ayah.
The morning and the afternoon times are when a lot of
struggle is done either for livelihood or for the religion. So
we should avoid wasting time during these hours and work

for our benefit in this life and the hereafter.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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