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A non-profit Islamic Center under the
supervision of the Department of Islamic Affairs
and Charitable Activities in the Emirate of Dubai

Al Salam is One of the Names of
the Most Beautiful Names of Allah
He is The Giver of Peace,

His Religion is Islam,

His Greeting is Peace
so that we may live in peace and enter
Paradise — the Home of Peace
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Qur’'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
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What is the concept behind the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing

Program?

e The concept of the program is to extract nurturing from the Noble
Qur'an and Sunnah. Like the good ftree, its roots are faith, its

branches are knowledge and its fruits are good manners.

e The program aims to connect the individual with the Noble Qur'an
and Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for her by
placing a strong foundation and instilling Islamic values to build a

confident and active society.
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What are the goals of the program?

1.

&)

To freat internal issues and problems which individuals face in their life
through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

To develop the talents of individuals and help them discover themselves
and their noble goalin life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the
love of Allah in their hearts.

. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face

externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.
To provide an attractive, distinctive, and safe environment.

. To use modern and innovative methods in nurturing and teaching.

To create a positive, enjoyable and comfortable environment.

o e
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The Young Ponderer
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Overview of the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
(Young Ponderer):

Al Salam Islamic Center offers a unique and distinguished program called
the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program. It is a program that aims to
connect the new generation to the Noble Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah
so that it becomes a way of life for them.

1 po)l SLAJI
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Age groups:

Girls aged six and older. The goal is to place a strong foundation of Islamic

values so the girl may grow and bloom to become a good and confident
woman who serves her household, society and religion.
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Program objectives:

Nurturing confident, balanced and effective role models that serves their
society, country, and religion.

1. Extracting the idea of the program from the Noble Qur’an, like the good
tree, its roots are faith, its branches are knowledge and its fruits are good
manners.

2. Providing an attractive, distinctive and secure environment.
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. Use of innovative, modern means in nurturing and teaching.

. Creating a positive and fun atmosphere to place and instilling the value
of tolerance between girls.

. Instill Islamic manners in the new generation.

. Bring forth an air of affinity and connection between the youth.

. Plant the importance of family bonding through activities which support
this value.

. Develop the girls’ talents and help them discover themselves and their
noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the love of
Allah in their hearts.

. Treat internal issues and problems which girls face in their life through
pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

10. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face

externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.

13



‘The Good Tree’ (dulbJl 3 idl)
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parable?2 A goodly word as a goodly tree,
whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).
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Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for
mankind in order that they may remember. — Surah lbrahim 24-25

Fruits: Application of the ayat
in life and changing for the
better. Prevention from
sicknesses of the heart and
caring with values.

Trunk and Branches:
Application of the Qur'an.

Roots: Faith as a result of
pondering the Qur'an and
knowing Who is Allah.

14



‘The Good Tree’ (dulbJl 3 idl)
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It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were
with the Prophet (¥) and we were strong youths, so we
learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and ouvr faith increased there

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadlith é4

Learned Faith (&3 ials5)

Learned Qur'an (a'l';gjl L..J.vs)

Faith increased ( bl.a.g

Good deeds (plo Joc) Good manners (Ll Gws>)
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‘The Good Tree’ (awdll 8,>iJl)

Iman (;Lles3l)

Before starting anything, the foundation needs to be
correct. Through this program, we hope to interact with the
Qur'an from a ‘faith’ perspective by learning the names of
Allah mentioned in the Surah, Pillars of Faith, commands,
characteristics of the people, and to live by the ayat being
learned. This includes observing, tafseer and taddabur.

Qur'an (ola1)

After learning, understanding and pondering over the ayat,
the student becomes more proficient in reciting and
memorizing the ayat. The goal is to have the ayat imprinted
in the heart and not the mind.

Manners (ls31)

The result of a correct foundation of belief (roots) that's
acted upon (trunk and branches) will result in beautiful
manners and values (fruits). The ‘fruits’ of the tree is what will
be shown and tasted by others. Throughout this program,
manners and values will be emphasized. And any types of
‘insects’ that can spoil the fruits are highlighted as well in
order to keep the good tree intact.

o

mn

* Observation . Recﬂ-e (39505) *Manners
(db>slo) (lsl)

*Tajweed
* Tafsir (A39223) *Values (pud)
(enrss)
* Memorize * Purification
*Tadabbur (Las) (4xS33)
(3245)




Iman (lesl) — Topics Breakdown

Observation (db>slJl)

e Theme of Surah

e Connection between
beginning and end of
Surah

* Word repetition

Tafsir (jewas)

* Tafsir As Sa'ady
* Meaning of words

Tadabbur (,315)

* Names of Allah

* Pillars of Faith

e Commands &
Prohibitions

* Stories

* Promises and
Warnings

* How to act on what's

learned (good deeds,
dua, manners)



Qur'an (18)1) -Topics Breakdown

Recite (393)
e Listen and recite
A ° Improve makharij

Tajweed (s393)

* Emphasize important
tajweed rules in the
Surah

Memorize (La>)

* Memorize the ayat
after learning about
them

18



Manners (wls31) - Topics Breakdown

Manners (wls31)

e Good manners mentioned
in the surah

Values (oa)l)

* Morals mentioned in
the Surah

Manners

Purification (ds;dI1)

* Bad manners and
morals mentioned in
the surah in order to
avoid them

19



cially Slalzall Slgasos

Teacher and Classroom
Guidelines

20



Slalzoll Oslgagi
Teacher Guidelines

izl all Loy Lidan
Our goal is Allah’s pleasure and His paradise.

(Lislee uusg ySig &yS3 le licl oglll)
O Allah help us to remember You, be grateful to You and worship
You in excellence (with ihsaan).

Hadith: ( eSISs gly @IS " :JB pluwg dele dll Glo Laill e Lagic dll Gudy sac ol e9
SISS 0a)og lg2oj Can e decly Bsalls tain Uni le gb J2sllg gl suoBl sdines e Joktuso

"aiaey e Joduo pSISs (gly)

(Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: The Prophet (¥) said, "All
of you are guardians and are responsible for your subjects. The ruler is a guardian
of his subjects, the man is a guardian of his family, the woman is a guardian and
is responsible for her husband's house and his offspring; and so all of you are
guardians and are responsible for your subjects.")

— Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Bukhari & Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 283

ol Ligles ileghiog cilalzas W pib il deliall wilgal plicl oo dissg alll e sliall pelss

bl zgin glol JUes dlll Ldy 993 o cuny legan Lidsn ol Lo JS e oo Ll 55435
iually LA gLl omg Iliall

Allah has opened a great door of worship to teach children. As a teacher
we are accountable for what we teach the children and our goal is to
teach what is pleasing to Allah which is according to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.

Al deno sleall e35n Lold 3 £33 S Lin o dagic Elol Sleyslly diyss alll e plall
lgosbizis (3331 agally Juully cuiSIlg (dSEslally olosdls) losgl olSsis el duog oslinia
Teaching about Allah, His religion and the unseen are a great amanah. It is
important to teach the children to both love and magnify Allah, and to
magnify the pillars of faith such as the angels, books, messengers, Last Day
and decree.

el G3bg 13lan alasiwl sic dodlSy dlll pebiss a9l
When using teaching resources and methodes, it is important to
maintain the magnification of Allah and His Words, The Qur'an.



(pad=ddl i dogall 59031 (s0):
Matters to Consider before Teaching
5 dl) Al janiwl o

e Renew the intention and make the heart present that it's being done for
Allah.

Al o sgially 33l il ®
e Hope for the reward from Allah.
Hadith: (Q,,,Pl Jio 33 5o 4 5B 33 JIes bat ' JG6 plws ade dll Glo N Joiss g

) fm)Pl RY d.l.s ._,a.mu—ﬂ 5.5.-3)
(Abu Hurairareported Allah's Messenger () as saying: He who called (people)
to righteousness, there would be reward (assured) for him like the rewards of

those who adhered to it, without their rewards being diminished in any respect.
- Sahih Muslim 2674

Al o Badol bl o
e Ask Allah for the Towfeeq and success in what you're doing.
el adls G355 azle wu 2I 935 o

And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him | trust and unto
Him | repent (Surah Hud 88)

(5 39 wedsi ¥ lied) dpseo dRudloio wilislb 2o sle SB Baganl GSIL J55
o Bglly LSl JZn3g clansi)

e Adorn yourself with praiseworthy morals such as being fair with the
students, humble, patient, gentle, do not get angry, and be tranquil.

May Allah guide us to what He loves and is pleased with. Ameen.
ool . ds39 o bo JI Lsagy ol dll Jluss
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Classroom Rules

1. Respect, respect, respect. Respect
;gg;gg; the teacher, respect the students,
respect the property.

RESPECT

2. Studenis are not allowed to
photograph or record the teacher or
other students.

3. Please come regularly.

4. No seat reservation is allowed for
yourself or another student.

5. No talking while the teacher is
speaking.

6. Students should raise their hands
and wait to be called on before
speaking.

LN N
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Surah Al Layl

25



Lessons Overview

oAl
Lesson

Intfroduction &
Observation

Infroduction &
Observation

Ayat 1,2

Ayat 3,4

Ayat 5,6,7

Ayat 8,9,10

Ayat 11,12,13

Ayat 14,15,16
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INSRVAL:

Ayat 19,20

Ayat 21

Revision

Revision
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Note to Teacher:

Allow the students

to write down the

. . information in their

NTRODUCTION (ds.is)
the board in a very

simple way. What's

in the manual is

explanation for the

teacher, but do not

que Of SUI'CIhI J&.UI 8)9.“.’ write everything for

the students.

Order in the Qur'an: 92nd Surah
Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that surahs

o were revealed upon the Prophet (%) either while he

Number Of qut- 21 was in Makkah or Madina. Tell them the difference
between a Makkan and Madinian surah. Makkan

surahs revolve around establishing the faith (pillars of

ReveCﬂed in: Mq kaIh faith) / inner actions, while Madinian surahs revolve

around rules, regulations, halal/haram / outer
actions.

Name of Surah: Mentioned once in the first ayah.

Meaning of JUI (Al Layl): The Night

Theme of the Surah: 4 swwe b @15 Gl

The human being is directed towards what He is
created for.

What is special about this Surah?

385 les Ji Jbis &l d;.:s (s 3las $8158 DI 533 355 ozl NE Jsi g6
ol ade alll Lo z,_..Jl dls e J6 Blas 5 asks JoI SES6 wlad of 3551 Byoday
2919 ,l,,, E36 556 3. G S0 dms i oo agle il o £,301 JIGEB d3las 43l] ls;..s

15 505801 2155 JLaf 86 iy 18] JiBls dblonds ma by o835 sl by il
‘:‘-?l-"-" 933

Narrated Jabir bin “Abdullah Al-Ansari: Once a man was driving two Nadihas (camels
used for agricultural purposes) and night had fallen. He found Mu adh praying so he
made his camel kneel and joined Mu'adh in the prayer. The latter recited Surat 'Al-
Baqara" or Surat "An-Nisa", (so) the man left the prayer and went away. When he came
to know that Mu” adh had criticized him, he went to the Prophet, and complained against
Mu’adh. The Prophet said thrice, "O Mu adh ! Are you putting the people to trial?" It would
have been better if you had recited "Sabbih Isma Rabbika-1-A’la (87)", Wash-shamsi wa
duhaha (91)", or "Wal-laili idha yaghsha (92)", for the old, the weak and the needy pray
behind you." (Sahih al-Bukhari 705)
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OBSERVATION (ali>3oJl)
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Actions of Allah:

Action Meaning

Sl He created

we make it easy

He warns

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that the names of Allah mentioned within the Surah helps us to
understand it better. It is also important to point out the actions of Allah in the Surah. It should be clarified that
Allah’s actions are not like those of His Creations and Allah is not in any way similar to any of His Creation.

Other repeated words which have the same root:

Repeated Words Root Word Meaning

B
To make easy

Excellent
Property/Belonging

Belie

Note to Teacher: Notice how the most repeated words tell us about the theme of the surah.

30




PILLARS OF FAITH
(oLl U olasl Liolss)

BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU les3l)

Names of Allah Meaning No. Of Times

The Reformer
The Nurturer

The Most High

(dusssll) dlzdly olog
BELIEF IN HIS ACTIONS (LORDSHIP)
He created s>

And by Him Who created male LY 5331 GIB s
and female;

We make easy

We will make smooth for him the
path of ease (goodness).

We will make smooth for him the
path for evil;

He warns

Therefore | have warned you of a
Fire blazing fiercely (Hell);




Gliog dlawwls &lesdl
BELIEF IN HIS NAMES & ATTRIBUTES

The Reformer/Nurturer

Except only the desire to seek
the Countenance of his Lord, the
Most High;

The Most High

Except only the desire to seek
the Countenance of his Lord, the
Most High;

Face of Allah

Except only the desire to seek
the Countenance of his Lord, the
Most High;

Meaning

And truly, unto Us (belong) the
last (Hereafter) and the first (this
world).

Therefore | have warned you of a
Fire blazing fiercely (Hell);




el ool dll s

(i,

Word | Meaning

. 25 131 Jileé By the night as it envelops;

The word &y means to cover, envelope, overspread, wrap up.

TAFSIR
Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah:

Here is a vow Allah made using fime, ifself, during which the slaves
perform action, with the actions being as different as the slaves differ
from each other. The night covers the creaftion with ifs darkness,
allowing them fo rest fo their residences and awellings. This is when the

slaves fake a break from their struggle and hard work.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Allah begins the surah with an oath which is indicated by the

letter “3”. One of the important actions of Allah is to swear, and

this is a part of our belief.
¢ |bn Uthaymeen said, “This is from the actions of Allah and Allah

is not to be questioned for His actions. He can swear by

33



anything from His creation, for He is the Questioner Who cannot
be questioned, and He is the Ruler Who cannot be ruled.”

e A believer increases in faith from the oaths in the Qur'an. The
more the confirmations in the Qur'an, the more the believer
increases in certainty. Just as Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon
him) asked for more signs, even though he believed, but it was
for him to increase in certainty and to make his heart more at
rest.

e When Allah swears by any of His creation, it indicates that they
are something great and need to be magnified.

e Here we see Allah swears by the night (layl) when its darkness
covers the entire horizon. Therefore, night is a creation that

needs to be reflected upon.

Facts about ‘Layl’:

e The word ‘layl’ has been mentioned in the Qur'an around 30

times.

e Allah is the Creator of everything: the heavens and the earth,
the sun and the moon, the night and the day.

¢ Allah made the night tranquil and a “clothing” that covers the
entire world. This makes all the movements com to a halt; the
animails return to their places of shelter, the birds to their nests,
and mankind to their homes to end the entire day of struggle

for their livelihood and to seek peace and rest.

34



e The night and day follow each other, and as the night
increases, the day decreases, and the opposite is true.

e The importance of ‘layl’ can be described by the following
ayat in the Qur'an:

i 5ladll J2335 Gl 33015 Lol Jall G&J J= sl 5a3
And it is He Who makes the night a covering for you, and the sleep (as) repose, and
makes the aday Nushur (i.e. getting up and going about here and there for daily work,
efc. affer one’s sleep at night or like resurrection after one’s deafth). Surah Al-Furgan: 47

Soiods p38) oI A3 & 51 O 1ad 55 asd loika) Jali Glas G135 i
See they not that We have made the night for them fo rest therein, and the day sight-
aivingé Verily, in this are Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, efc.)
for the people who believe. Surah An-Naml 86

Night is made as a source of covering, where we can find peace
and rest for our bodies and soul.

sgh i &5505 & 3506 J2I S5
And during night, prositrate yourself fo Him (i.e. the offering of Maghrib and Isha’ prayers),
and glorify Him a long night through (i.e. Tahajjud prayer). Surah Al-insan :26

Allah has encouraged worship during the night-time to draw
closer to Him.

Eaddl BT puwlé bo &l 53 041 B T &3 44355 lakiey Lk 255 S 16223 Geilly

So B ged g O U Sbusi alsl & IS Jall 53 (255 Rghsds
And those who have earmned evil deeds, the recompense of an evil deed is the like
thereof, and humiliating disgrace will cover them (their faces). No defender will they have
from Allah. Their faces will be covered, as it were, with pieces from the darkness of night.

They are dwellers of the Fire, they will abide therein forever. (Surah Yunus:27)

Night has been made similitude for the faces of the disbelievers
on the Day of Judgement.
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Some of the virtues of ‘layl’ from the Sunnah are as follows:

1. Doors of the heavens are opened in the middle of the night.

‘.'ub.z.;éJSLu;,aJmSaJ-_j.slgiw.gé&Iam@:gudauﬁt&ﬂlﬁgwlélgi@ﬁ
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The doors of the heavens open in the middle of the night and a caller class: “is there a
supplicator so he may be responded 1o? Is there a requestor so he may be givené Is there
one in distress so it may be removed from him?é

Narrator: Uthman bin Abi Al Aas Al Thagfi | Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie |
Number: 2971 | Reviewer's Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

2. Supplications are answered when one wakes up from sleep
and asks Allah.

85531 5 Lol sal 30 5> Jl25 A Jlaansd ¢ Jalll (30 Sliad « ol 1 583 e Eapas plaaso (0 Lo
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If a Muslim sleeps while remembering Allah, in the state of purification, is alarmed while

asleep at night, and asks Allah for good in this world and in the Hereafter. He surely gives

it to him.
Narrator: Mu'adh ibn Jabal|Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam‘ie | Number: 5754 |
Reviewer’s Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

3. If anyone intended to pray during the night, but the sleep

overtook him, he will be rewarded.
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Whoever goes fo bed infending fo wake up and pray auring the night, but is
overwhelmed by sleep unftil morning comes, what he infended will be recorded for him,
and his sleep is a charity given fo him by his Lord.

Narrator: Abu Ad Darda |Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'‘ie | Number: 5941 |
Reviewer’s Ruling of Hadith: Hasan
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Some of the challenges of ‘layl’ are:

Shaitan spreads at night-time
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When the wings of the night [spread) or it is night, restrain your children (from going out),
for the Satan is abroad at that fime, and when a part of the night is passed, free them
and shut the doors. making mention of God's name, for the Satan does not open a closed
door; and tighfen the (mouths of waterskins and menfion the name of Allah, cover your
utensils and mention the name of Allah even though you should just put somerthing on
them, and extinguish your lamyps.

Narrator: Jabir bin Abdullah |Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie | Number: 764 |
Reviewer's Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

Trials before the Day of Judgement will befall like a portion of
the dark night.
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'‘Before the Hour there shall be Fitan like a porfion of the dark night. Morning will come
upon a man as a bellever, who will be a disbeliever in the evening, and evening will
come upon a believer, who will be a disbeliever in the morning, people will sell their

religion for goods of the world."

Narrator: Anas bin Malik |Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie | Number: 2993 |
Reviewer's Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al Lateef, The Most Subtle.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

adall

*»

ALLAH IS AL LATEEF

THE MOST SUBTLE

Allah Al Lateef is the Most Gentle, Subtle and Generous Who
brings things to us in a very discreet way.

He is subtle in Himself; no one can surround or frame Him. He
can grasp all the visions but no one can grasp Him.

He is the Most Subtle in His knowledge; no one can encompass
the details of His knowledge.

He is the Most Subtle in His actions; He brings the darkness and
makes it as a covering for the night in order to benefit mankind.
Out of His subtleness and generosity, He covers the night with
darkness for the people to rest; this brings peace and
tranquility from the struggles of the day, and helps us to get
back to our routine the next day.

The darkness does not come abruptly, but changes gently into
different shades before actually becoming dark.

Allah always deals with us in different ways to bring what
benefits us.

He is subtle in making the provisions reach us and to protect us

from any evil.
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What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Lateef?

e To love Allah and be grateful to Him for being so gentle to us.

e To invoke Allah to always bring any decree smoothly and
gently in our lives.

e To magnify and glorify Him for His actions; how gently and
subily He makes the transition between day and night, and
vice versa.

e To remember Him and to seek His protection through evening
supplications, during the transition from day to night.

e To fear Him because He is All-Aware of our actions and

intentions; therefore we must increase in seeking forgiveness.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

e To be heedless and not fear Allah, and to use the darkness of

the night to commit sins and evil.

e To make the night lively by involving in excessive social

gatherings, rather than taking it as rest.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We should be grateful to Allah as He provided the night for us
to seek peace and rest in it.

o We should follow the sunnah of the Prophet (£) and take the
necessary precautions before the night comes, especially for
children.

o We should benefit from some of the worships that are exclusive
for the night-time, and act upon them.

Some of them are as follows:
1. To recite Surah Al-Mulk and Surah As-Sajdah before

sleeping which is following the sunnah of the Prophet (£).

2. To establish the night prayers in any part of the night that is
easy for us.

3. Toread all the night supplications before going to bed.

4. To supplicate to Allah in the last third of the night.

« We should contemplate the beauty of Allah’s action, how the
day is being covered by darkness with subtlety and
gentleness.

« We should refrain from late night gatherings that exhaust us,
and which may result in missing the morning prayers and also

make us lazy to do the chores of the next day.
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Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (Lug=iJl)
Memorization (La=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told

on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to
recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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(D ddi,E5

Word Meaning
._,l';J IS!)le:J And by the day as it appears in
brightness;

The word x5 is to appear, become known and apparent.

TAFSIR
Sheikh As-Sa’di said:

So creafion can fake advanitage from ifs light and engage in what

eams them benefit.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e In this ayah, Allah swears by the day (nahaar), to show its
greatness and importance in the lives of all mankind, birds and
animals.

« The daybreak brings glad tidings to all of us. Allah makes the
daylight overcome the darkness of the night by tearing it and
thus making the light apparent to the creation. People go
about their way in order to seek their livelihood and the birds
and animals come out of their homes to gather their provisions

and benefits. This is all from the great abilities of Allah.



Facts about ‘nahaar’ (:,l.él?) :

o« The word ‘nahaar’ is mentioned around 49 times in the Qur'an.

e The importance of ‘nahaar’ can be described by the following
ayat in the Qur'an:
T3 Jo3 ¥ 1535 Jalil oslzbi oa3315 wlsladl GI5 & &)
Verily! In tThe creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night and
day, there are indeed signs for men of understanding. (Surah Ali “Imran:190)

The creation of the day is a big sign for all of us.
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And He has made the sun and the moon, both constanily pursuing their courses, fo be

of service fo you, and He has made the night and the day, fo be of service fo you.
(Surah lbrahim: 33)

The day has been subjected to us.
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It is out of His Mercy that He has put for you night and day, that you may rest therein (i.e.
auring the night) and that you may seek of His Bounty (i.e. during the day), and in order
that you may be grafeful. (Surah Al Qasas: 73)

The day is apparent to us to pursue our livelihood in order to be
grateful.

298l Oiliy gl a5 & Jll § 5l Meis sladl § Ul 2o
He merges night info day (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the night is added info the
hours of the day), and merges day info night (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the day is
adaded info the hours of the night), and He has full knowledge of whartsoever is in the
breasfts (Surah Al Hadid: 6)

The merging of day into night and night into day is for us to know
that Allah has full knowledge of what is hidden within us. Changes
happen in our life to reveal what is inside us.

508 3151 51 5335 ol 3051 &a) dals 5ladls Jall J= (sl 52
And He it is Who has put the night and the day in succession, for such who desires fo
remember or desires fo show his grafifude.( Surah Al Furgan: 62)

To come forward with different forms of worships.
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Some of the virtues of ‘nahaar’ (:,l.é.?) from the Sunnah are as follows:

1. When we perform four rakah at the beginning of the day, Allah
is sufficient for us till the end of it.

5551 &asT o lgall Jol 3 ol ool e Jxms 31 25T aly s Jlss &l Y6

Allah, the Exalted, says. Son of Adam, do not be helpless in performing four rak'ahs for Me
at the beginning of the day: | will supply what you need fill the end of it.

Narrator: Nu'aym ibn Haommar | Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie | Number: 4342 |
Reviewer’s Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

2. Fasting, which is the best of the worships after salah, is
performed only during the daytime.
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Fast and Quran will infercede for the slave on Day of Judgement, Fast will say: “O my
Lord | stopped him from food and desires during the day so | intercede for him”, Quran
will say: “my Lord | sftopped him from sleep at night so | intercede for him”, so both will
intercede.

Narrator: 'Abdullah bin 'Amr | Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie | Number: 3882 |
Reviewer’s Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

3. Seeking forgiveness through reciting the ‘sayyid al istighfaar’ -
“Master of Supplications for Forgiveness”

H3é55 Dasé e Uy o D Gy ails o Saldl 1 Iy Eof Zalll: Jois 3 ylasiasdl Leu
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The Prophet (alws ade all o) said "The most superior way of asking for forgiveness from

Allah is: Allahumma anta Rabbi la ilaha illa anta, Khalagtani wa ana "Abaduka, wa ana
‘ala ‘ahdika wa wa dika mastata 'tu, A'udhu bika min Sharri ma sana 'tu, abu'v Laka
bini°'matika ‘alaiya, wa abu'u laka bidhanbi faghfir lee fa innahu la yaghfiru adhdhunuba

Mla anta.” The Prophet (plws aude all wlw) adaed. 'If somebody recites it during the day

with firm faith in it, and dies on the same day before the evening, he will be from the
people of Paradise, and if somebody recites it at night with firm faith in if, and dies before
the moming, he will be from the people of Paradise.”

Narrator: Shaddad bin Aus | Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie | Number: 3674 |
Reviewer’s Ruling of Hadith: Sahih
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4. To serve the weak in society (widow, and poor person) and this
is the same as gaining the reward of struggling for Allah or
praying the night and fasting the day.

gle.zJI QSLaJI L_J.i.UI QSLBJI 9i ‘ g.i'JI J.g...u.‘ 3 A lxalls 9.554&0.” o doydl Lle Leludl
The Prophet (alws aule all o) said, 'The one who looks after a widow or a poor person is

like a warrior who fights for Allah’s Cause, or like him who performs prayers all the night
and fasts all the day.”

Narrator: Abu Huraira | Reviewer: Al Albani | Source: Sahih Aj Jam'ie | Number: 3680 | Reviewer's
Ruling of Hadith: Sahih

Some of the challenges of ‘nahaar’ (:,l.é;'):

Instead of using the daytime to be productive, a person over-

sleeps and is lazy during the day.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al Hayy, The Ever-Living, Who gives life
to the day.



BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb o les3l)

Ll
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ALLAH AL HAYY

THE EVER - LIVING

Allah Al Hayy has two parts, He is Ever-Living Himself and He
gives life to others.

Allah has the perfect and complete life; everyone and
everything besides Allah has an incomplete and imperfect life.
His life is not preceded with nothingness nor it is followed with
perishing. This makes it perfect unlike ours.

We all depend on Allah to give us life. He is the One Who puts
the soul inside the bodies.

He is the One Who brings the souls back to people when they
wake up every morning.

He is the One Who will give life to the dead on the Day of
Judgement.

He is the One Who gives life to the day, and all the creations
during the day to enjoy its existence.

He is the One Who subjects the birds, animals and the plants
on the earth as a provision for us.

He gives life to the creatures under water in order for some
others to sustain their existence through them.
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« He gives life to the dead heart, as if bringing it from the

darkness of night to the light of day.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Hayy?

o To lead a meaningful and mindful life as we will always rely on

the Ever-Living.

« To wake up every morning and be grateful to Allah for giving
us a new life.

o To be grateful to Allah for giving life to our day by guiding us to
the best of worships.

o To trust Allah, as He alone can give life to the dead hearts.

o To be more cautious of our deeds during the day, as it is more

apparent than the night. Thereby, living a life pleasing to Him.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To make the worldly gain as a major concern of our lives and

ignore our rights to Allah.

o To misinterpret the concept of Tawakkul, and therefore not
strive for the livelihood during the day.

« To waste one’s time and energy in doing things that will be of
no benefit.

o To be lazy or postpose our tasks.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should remember Allah and be grateful to Him for
bestowing us the day with all its benefits. For example, when
it's time to wake up in the morning, we should not complain
about the day saying, “Why did it have to come?”. Rather we
must be grateful as we have a day, for there are some places
in the world that witness night most of the time and very little
daylight.

We should aim at doing those good deeds that can be done
easily during the day. For example, morning and evening
supplications, salah, being kind to parents and helping them,
and helping people around us.

We should avoid sleeping for long hours during the day, as this
takes away the blessings.

We should not blame or curse the day or the weather due to
any situations that occur.

When we see any actions around us that disturb us and affect
our belief, we should glorify Allah more. For example, when we
see poor people begging on the sireets, we should not think
bad about Allah, and ask why Allah did not provide them?
Rather we must increase in glorifying Him and know that there
is no fault in Allah’s actions and that His decree is best.

We should try to make some time during the day for seeking

the knowledge of Allah.
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Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (Lug=iJl)
Memorization (ba=Jl)
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

.31; s And by Him Who created
L,}:‘:ﬂolé 33;-” male and female;

TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah:

It is possible that the oath in Allah’s stafement, involves Allah swearng
by His Honorable Self, describing Himself as the Creator of males and
females. Or possibly, the oath here is about Allah creating males and
females. It is from His perfect wisdom that He created all humans and
animals from male and females, so that species survive and do not
become extinct. Allah atfracted the males and the females of every
species fto their own species through the bond of desire, and made
each suitable for the opposite gender, so blessed be He, the Best of

creqfrors.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah swears about the creation of the males and females. In
Islam, men and women are equal by default, in terms of
spirituality, morality and value. They are only different in their

natural differences between genders.
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« We should understand that no gender is inherently ‘superior’ or
‘better’ than another; both genders complement each other for
their respective strengths and weaknesses, and only by their

harmonious union can new life begin.

o Allah mentions in the Qur'an the universal rule that the only

quality that makes someone better than the other is taqgwa

(piety).
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O mankind! We have created you from a male and a female, and made you info nafions
and fribes, that you may know one another. Verily, the most honourable of you with Allah
is that (believer) who has Af-Tagwa [i.e. one of the Muttaqun (pious - see V.2:2). Verily,
Allah is All-knowing, All-FAware. (Surah Al Hujurat: 13)

o Inthe aspect of spirituality and morality, men and women are
equal as their deeds will be rewarded in the same manner;

there is no difference in that with regards to gender.
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Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to Allah in Islam) men and women, the believers
men and women (who believe in Islarmic Monotheism), the men and the women who
are obedient (fo Allah), the men and women who are fruthful (in their speech and
deeds), the men and the women who are patient (in performing all the duties which
Allah has ordered and in abstaining from all that Allah has forbidden), the men and the
women who are humble (before their Lord Allah), the men and the women who give
Sadaqat (i.e. Zakat, and alms, efc.), the men and the women who observe Saum (fast)
(the obligaftory fasting during the month of Ramadan, and the optional Nawafil fasting),
the men and the women who guard their chastity (from illegal sexual acts) and the men
and the women who remember Alloh much with their hearts and fongues (while sitfing,

standing, lying, efc. for more than 300 fimes exfra over the remembrance of Allah during
the five compulsory congregational prayers) or praying exira additional Nawalil prayers
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of nightin the last part of night, efc.) Allah has prepared for them forgiveness and a great
reward (i.e. Paradise). (Surah Al Ahzab:35)

o At the same time, men and women have differences, but
complementary; they have different natures as a part of their
creation. The majority of living things have male and female
genders, as do other forces in the nature such as heat and
cold, light and dark, day and night.

o Everything that Allah creates are in pairs. We find this with all
the creations whether in the nature around us or that which
grows from beneath the earth. They are called ‘pairs’ because
they are in need of each other; one cannot exist without the

other.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al Wahid Al Ahad, The One and The Only

One.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

a3l asloll

ALLAH AL WAHID AL AHAD

THE ONE AND THE ONLY ONE

Allah Al Wahid Al Ahad is the only One and there are no “two
or others”.

Allah is Al Wahid Al Ahad, all of His names, attributes and
actions are distinct and unique. There is no evil, and nothing
can resemble Him or be co-equal to Him.

He does not need any partners, nor does He need to be paired
with anyone as He is the most complete. We are created in
pairs and need partners; we cannot be complete if we are
alone.

He does not need supporters or protectors but we need
supporters and protectors. We also need opposites in our life
(rivals and enemies) to complete the full picture.

He did not come from anyone and no one comes from Him
and there is no one on the same line as He is. He doesn’t need

anyone but we need parents, children, offspring and so forth.
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What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Wahid Al Ahad?

o To make us pure in our love so that we devote only to Him.

o To go to Him first when we need anything and to seek refuge
with Him to remove our fear.
« To remove any so-called partners that we tend to make with

Him in our lives.

What are the challenges that we face from the above ayah?

e To discriminate against anyone based on their gender.
e To belittle the rights of the women and consider them to be

inferior.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should love Allah and be grateful to Him for creating
everyone in pairs; no one is left alone. This shows His kindness
and mercy towards His creation.

We should develop respect for the opposite gender. This will
prevent us from transgressing the rights of others.

We should submit to the laws that Allah mentions in the Qur'an
regarding men being in charge of the women. However, men
should not use the law to transgress against women, and at the
same time, women must not take on the role of men.

We should be patient and have taqgwa (piety) when we deal
with the opposite gender.

We should supplicate to Allah to make our spouses and our
children the coolness of our eyes.
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"Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring who will be the comfort of our
eyes, and make us leaders for the Muttagun” (Surah Al Furgan 74)
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite."” Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Certainly, your efforts and deeds
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are diverse (different in aims and purposes);

TAFSIR
Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah:

This ayah is the subject of the oarh. The statement here is directed rfo
the ultimate aims behind the efforfs of the people. They differ in value,
dedication and purpose. If the creation does all this for the sake of
Allah, then one'’s efforfs will always be preserved for them and will
surely bring them benefit.

But if one’s ultimate aim is for a diminishing temporary gain, then
their aim will be fulfilled when the goal is attained and will diminish as
the gain itself diminishes. This is the descrijption of every action not

performed for the sake of Allah’s Face.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« We all are aware that every soul shall be returned to its Lord,

and will be recompensed for what it did in this life.
Lo 3 plas ad ols
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And that man can have nothing but what he does (good or bad).
And that his deeds will be seen,

Then he will be recompensed with a full and the best recompense.
( Surah An Najm: 39-41)

e

o One of the principles of the religion, found in the above ayah
is the need to strive and do good deeds. This has been from the
guidance of the prophets and the messengers. The good
deeds should be sincerely done for the sake of Allah, and in
accordance with the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (¥) -
These are the two conditions of the acceptable deeds.

« Striving in this life are of different types, and it varies according
to the deeds.

o« The greatest types of efforts are for those deeds that are
accompanied by sincerity, desiring nothing except the
pleasure of Allah and His remembrance and worship. It is this
striving with Allah that is thanked, and these are the deeds that
are deemed as righteous where the doer will be given a great

reward.
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O you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimed for the Salat (prayer) on
the day of Friday (Jumu'ah prayer), come fo the remembrance of Allah [Jumuah
religious falk (Khutbah) and Salart (prayer)] and leave off business (and every other
thing), that is better for you if you did but know! (Surah Al Jumu'ah: 9)

« Striving for the benefit of others also magnifies the reward from

Allah and raises His remembrance.
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And there came running from the farthest part of the town, a man, saying:
'O my people! Obey the Messengers
"Obey those who ask no wages of you (for themselves), and who are rightly guided.

"And why should | not worship Him (Allah Alone) Who has created me and fo Whom you
shall be refurned. (Surah Yasin:20- 22)

o Also, striving in seeking halal sustenance is something that
Allah is pleased with. When Hajar strove for water and food for
her child and herself, it was much appreciated by Allah. Thus
He instituted her acts as one of the rites (of worship: Umrah and
Hajj) that one has to perform.

« Striving on the earth for seeking the provisions has even been

encouraged in the Qur’'an.
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He it is, Who has made the earth subservient fo you (i.e. easy for you fo walk, to live

and to do agriculture on it, efc.), so walk in the path thereof and eat of His provision,
and fo Him will be the Resurrection. (Surah Al Mulk: 15)

o And from praiseworthy striving is to help the poor and destitute,
to feed the poor, to show care to the widows and the orphans.
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And they give food, inspite of their love for it (or for the love of Him), to Miskin (poor), the
orphan, and the capfive,

(Saying): "We feed you seeking Allah's Countenance only. We wish for no reward, nor
thanks from you. (Surah Al Insan:8-9)

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Ash Shakir Ash Shakoor, The Appreciative,
The Most Appreciative.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb les3l)

yeSidl sSLEJI
ASH SHAKIR ASH SHAKOOR

THE APPRECIATIVE, THE MOST APPRECIATIVE

Allah appreciates every step we take to strive for His sake, as
He is All-Knowing of our efforts.

He accepts and rewards abundantly for the litle we do and
forgives us for not doing the best in life.

He appreciates even the sinner who is not fulfilling the rights by
struggling in the way of Allah, such as praying or fasting etc.
but may be good to the people or animails. Allah will reduce
his punishment.

He appreciates when we are appreciative of others and are
grateful for the blessings that He grants us. When we do this, He
will appreciate us more and grant us more from His favors.

He appreciates His slave by praising him in front of the angels
and He will cast appreciation among the people on the earth,
so the people will appreciate that person.

Allah appreciates us by forgiving us, multiplying our good
deeds for us, praising us, accepting from us, and showering

more blessings upon us. We should not feel disappointed if
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people do not appreciate us because Allah will surely

appreciate us.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah Ash Shakir Ash Shakoor?

e To be grateful by confessing the favors and blessings of Allah,
speaking about it and showing it.

e To struggle in the path of Allah, even if is picking up something
from the path.

e To appreciate the people around us, so that Allah will
appreciate and increase us in His favors and blessings.

e To do actions sincerely for Allah and not for the people, then it
will not make us feel sad when people do not appreciate us.

e To do actions with Ihsaan and following the Sunnah, in order to

get more appreciation from Allah.

What are the challenges that we face from the above ayah?

1. To be heedless and not strive for the sake of Allah.

2. Toridicule and make fun of those people who are working hard
and striving in the way of Allah.

3. To feel secure with the blessings of Allah and not take an

initiative to protect them or increase them by being grateful.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We must believe in life after death, as this will motivate us to
struggle in life, in order to gather provisions for the hereafter.
We should strive with sincerity, regardless of whether itis a small
deed, to seek the Face of Allah alone.

We must strive to make things easy for others.

We must avoid excessive striving for the worldly life which may
result in being heedless about the hereafter.

We should not strive towards committing sins or towards

oppressing those who are weak and helpless.
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Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (Lug=iJl)
Memorization (ba=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001




Meaning

TAFSIR

As for him who gives (in charity) and
keeps his duty to Allah and fears Him,
And believes in Al-Husna.

Sheikh As-Sa’di menftions regarding this ayah:

They give from the obligatory charity, i.e. the zakat, and so forth

among the other forms of expenditures and charity and spending in

the ways and means of righteousness. Also included are physical

actions, such as prayers, fasting, hay, umrah and so forth. In addifion,

they avoid what Allah has forbidden of various prohibifions and sins.

And they believe in Laa ilaa haa illallah, and all that this testimony

entails from the religious belief. They are also certfain of the reward

that this belief will bring in the hereafter i.e. the paradise.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Allah mentions three specific actions in the above ayat, that

man does to strive in the way of Allah - “he gives”, “he fears”

and “he believes”.



FIRST ACTION: “GIVING”

The action of giving is the foundation of the life of the believer.
Giving can be from one’s knowledge, from one’s wealth, time,
advice etc.

The main qualities of giving are as follows:
JAadl el psSdl ol

All of them have similar meaning:
1. To give with ease
2. To give without any issues

3. To give with a good heart

Generosity mentioned in the Qur'an

1. Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) was very generous
towards his guests. )
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Has the story reached you, of the honoured guests [three angels; Jibrael (Gabriel) along

with another two] of lbrahim (Abraham)

When they came in fo him, and said, 'Salam, (peace be upon you)!" He answered,

‘Salam, (peace be upon you )" and said: "You are a people unknown fo me,”

Then he furned fo his household, so brought out a roasted calf [as the property of lbrahim
(Abraham) was mainly cows]. (Surah Adh Dhariyaat: 24-26)

2. The ‘action of giving’' is even mentioned in the form of a
parable to show its importance.
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The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah, is as the likeness of a
grain (of corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives
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manifold increase to whom He pleases. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs,
All-Knower. (Surah Al Bagarah: 261)

3. Those who are generous will have no fear or sadness on the
Day of Judgement.
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Those who spend their wealth (in Allah's Cause) by night and day, in secret and in public,

they shall have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.
(Surah Al Bagarah:274)

Benefits of generosity/giving:

1. It shows the completeness of one’s faith and its excellence.
2. It is an indication for thinking good of Allah.

3. A generous person is beloved to the Creator, and close to the
creation.

4. It brings in people’s praise for the person.

5.t increases the barakah in one’s provision without any
reduction and also increases his lifespan.

6. It purifies one from greed, jealousy and other bad qualities.
7. It brings in responsibility among the people; they are not
individuals alone but are a part of the society and are

responsible for others too.

8. The generous person has no enmity or arguments with others.



Means to attain generosity:

e Guidance from Allah: When Allah guides a person, it enables
him to spend for His sake without any reluctance.

e Purity of soul: A person with a pure soul is able to spend in the
way of Allah.

e Love of good deeds: The one who loves doing good deed:s is
able to spend generously in the way of Allah.

e Encouragement from others: Support and encouragement
from others towards spending and giving in the way of Allah is
also a means to be generous.

o Fulfillment of needs: The requirements to fulfill the urgent needs
in the Islamic community by cooperation and integration can

also be a means to show generosity towards others.

Role models of generosity and giving:

1. Generosity of the Prophet (£)
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Messenger of Allah (£) had slaughtered a sheep and o’/sfr/bufed major portions of ifs
meat. Then he (£) asked, 'Is there anything lefté” She replied, 'Nothing, except the
shoulder.” Thereupon he said, "All of it is left except its shoulder.” (Riyad as-Salihin 558)

2. Generosity of the Companions (may Allah be pleased with
them)
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Narrated Zaid bin Aslam: 'l heard ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him)
saying: 'We were ordered by the Messenger of Allah (£) fo give in charity, and that
coincided with a time in which | had some wealth, so | said, "Today | will beat Abu Bakr
(may Allah be pleased with him), if ever | beat him."” So | came with half of my wealh,
and the Messenger of Allah (£) said. "What did you leave for your family2” | said: "The like
of it." And Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) came with everything he had, so
he said: "O Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him)! What did you leave for your
familye" He said. 'l left Allah and His Messenger for them." I said. '[By Allah] | will never be
able fo beat him fo something."”
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SECOND ACTION: TAQWA (PIETY)

« Obedience to Allah and His messenger (¥) through carrying

out that which has been commanded and abandoning that
which has been prohibited - out of sincerity to Allah, The Mighty
and Majestic, as well as out of love, hope and fear.

e The following ayah and the hadith show the importance of
taqwa (piety).

X000 355 lofods N 15351 19551 &l G316
O you who believe! Keep your duty fo Allah and fear Him, and speak (always) the fruth.
(Surah Al Ahzaab:70)
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Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (£) said, "'The
ife of the world is sweet and green. Allah makes you generations succeeding one

another so that He may fry you in respect of your actions. So beware of the beguilerments
of the world and those of women." (Sahih Muslim, 2742)
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Benefits of having Tagwa (piety):

1. Having taqwa (piety) of Allah causes a person’s affairs in this
world to become easy.

2. Tagwa (piety) provides a way out of difficulty.

3. Tagwa (piety) is the motivating force to push a person to
righteous good deeds because those with tagwa know that
Allah observes inner motives and outward actions.

4. Tagwa (piety) blesses one’s sustenance and grants him
economic prosperity.

5. Tagwa (piety) causes the servant of Allah to be successful in
distinguishing truth from falsehood, and to have knowledge
about them.

6. Tagwa (piety)is a means of attaining guardianship of
Allah’s religion. For verily, the guardians of Allah's religion are
the ones who fear Him.

7. Taqwa (piety) causes a believer to attain Allah’s love, and this
love which Allah bestows upon the believers is for this life and
the hereafter.

8. Taqwa (piety) causes a believer to attain Allah's mercy and this
mercy is for this life and the hereafter.

9. Tagwa (piety) causes a believer to attain knowledge.

10. Taqwa (piety) causes a believer to attain Allah's company.

11. Indeed, those with taqwa (piety) will have a good outcome

on the Day of Judgement.



Means to attain Tagwa (piety):

1. To follow the commands of Allah and His messenger () and

abstain from the forbidden.
To establish all the obligatory actions.
To be sincere while performing worships and deeds.

To follow the blessed book of Allah sent down to us.

LA

To reflect upon the fruits of taqwa (piety), that include increase
in provision, acceptance of deeds, success, prevention from
the punishment, means of mercy and so forth.

6. To be in the company of the righteous ones and the ones who

have taqgwa (piety).

THIRD ACTION: BELIEF

Ibn Taymiyyah writes:

18215 pladlls Al Jazs pladlls il 338 Jazs J38 Slaxdls Sudll

The religion and faith consist of sayings and actions: the sayings
of the heart and the tongue, and the actions of the heart, fongue

and limbs. (Source: Sharh Al-Agida Al-Wasitiyya 1/264)

e Faith in Islam means to believe in Allah, to affirm His truth, and
to submit to His commands. The six pillars of faith are to believe

and affirm the following:
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o Belief in Allah

o His Angels

o His Messengers

o His Books

o The Day of Judgement

o The Divine Decree, both good and bad
& U5 e I3l il QU douds LlE I35 (s3l1 Uisls oitis alll Ikl Ioial Gill G5
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O you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger (Muhammad peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him), and the Book (the Qur'an) which He has sent down fo
His Messenger, and the Scripfure which He sent down fo those before (him), and

whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day,
then indeed he has strayed far away. (Surah An Nisa:136)
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It was narrated from "Umar that Jibreel sl ale said o the Prophet £: What is faith

(eeman)? He said."To believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day
and the divine decree, both good and bad,” Jibreel said fo him. You have spoken the
fruth. He said: We were amazed that he asked him and then confirmed his answers as
being correct. The Prophet £ said. “That was Jibreel, who came fo teach you your
religion. (Sahih Muslim 8)

o The main part of belief that is mentioned by the word ‘husna’
refers to ‘Laa ilaha illa Allah' (Kalimat At Tawheed) - Word of
Oneness. It also refers to the belief in the hereafter (reward and
recompense) and the everlasting paradise that Allah has
prepared for the Abrar (the ones who exceed in doing good
deeds).
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What is ‘Laa ilaha illa Allah’ (4l 31 41 3)?

o It means that “There is no god truly worthy of worship except
Allah”.

e This has been mentioned in the Qur'an as a ‘good word’ and

this was the main message that all the messengers came with.

o This good word will produce the right faith and all the good

deeds.

e However, there are seven conditions that need to be fulfilled in

order to have the correct belief in the above.

1.

Knowledge: To negate what is negated in the testimony of
faith and affirm what is affirmed therein - as opposed to

being ignorant of that.

. Certainty: The one who pronounces ‘Laa ilaha illa Allah’

should do it with certainty of what the words indicate and

this negates doubits.

Acceptance: Acceptance of what this statement
necessitates, i.e. with the heart and the tongue. As a result

negating rejection.

Submission: Submission and obedience to what ‘Laa ilaha

illa Allah’ requires, as a result negating disobedience.
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5. Truthfulness: It is to say ‘Laa ilaha illa Allah’ truthfully from
one’s heart and to make one’s speech in accordance with
what is in one’s heart. Truthfulness to ‘Laa ilaha illa Allah’

negates lying and falsehood.

6. Sincerity: Sincerity is purifying actions from all the stains of

shirk with righteous intentions.

7. Love: Having love for this statement, what it necessitates and
indicates, loving its people - those who act upon it, adhering

to its conditions — and to hate what violates it.

Some benefits of Tawheed:

1.

o o B W N

Tawheed is one of the means for the removal of difficulties and
to bring in complete security, in this life and in the hereafter.
Tawheed brings in complete guidance along with actions.
Allah will forgive the person and expiate his sins.

Allah will make him enter paradise.

Tawheed prevents the person from entering the fire.

. Tawheed is a means to attain the pleasure of Allah and His

reward.

. Allah makes it easy for the person to do good deeds when he

has tawheed.

. Allah grants the people of tawheed victory, honor and

guidance in all matters.

81



o All the goodness that a person does in life, requires from him
the components of truthfulness and purity. This will bring in the
feelings of kindness, softness and mercy which will lead to

expansion and vastness in openings to do more.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe Allah is Al Barr, The Most Vast in goodness.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

Sl

AL BARR
THE MOST VAST

e Allah is Al Barr and everything in this life shows His birr - vast
love, compassion, and all the kindness that He gives.

e Itis from Allah’s birr that He gives all the creation, including the
disbelievers, different blessings.

e For the believers who worship Him and ask from Him, He shows
more compassion and gentleness while reforming them,
multiplying their rewards and giving them more than they can
imagine.

e He also pardons and forgives the sins.

e ltis Allah Al Barr Who will make some of His believers to reach
the rank of Abrar. He will make their hearts boil with goodness
and thus they exceed in doing good deeds.

e He wants all the good for us when He gives and decrees for us;

He never discontinues His goodness. All of this is out of His Birr.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Barr?

e To know that we cannot attribute the goodness in our heart to

ourselves.
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e To be truthful in all our giving, and not show good qualities to
impress or overwhelm anyone.
e To be vast and not restrictive with others.

e To be flexible and ready to adjust.

What are the major challenges from the above ayah?

e To be miserly, greedy and not encouraging to help others.
e To follow one’s desires in life.

e To disbelieve in Allah and the hereafter.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should be truthful and vast in our goodness, and not be
affected by the challenges and doubits in life. For example, you
are saving your pocket money to buy a new pair of sunglasses.
Finally when you have the right amount, you go to the store
with your older sister to buy it. On the way, you happen to see
a charity organization collecting funds for poor people. You
want to give charity and help the poor but your sister reminds
you that you might fall short of money to buy the new
sunglasses. You think for a while and then overcome your
doubt and give a part of your savings to the charity
organization. You feel content and pleased after doing so.
When you reach the store, you are surprised that the sunglasses
that you wanted to buy are on discount for 50% and you had

enough money to buy it. Allah saw your truthfulness and how
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you overcame the challenge, and thus made your buying
easy for you.

When we give anything, whether it is money, or any of our
actions or dealings with people, it should be with birr; this is the
real giving which is accompanied by truthfulness, mercy and
gentleness.

We should fear Allah and have taqwa (piety), as this will
increase us in goodness. For example, you have a test
tomorrow, and you have not prepared for it. You pretend to be
unwell and lie to your mother telling her that you are unable to
go to school. She insists on taking you to the doctor. This is your
test for your taqwa (piety) and belief in Allah. Will you tell her
the truth or lie again to escape?

We should always keep our goals clear - the pleasure of Allah
and paradise. When we work with clear goals, we will not be
distracted in life.

We should be His obedient slaves, that way He will enrich us
internally and externally.

We should take Prophet () as a role model and we must not
feel self-sufficient from him. He is the Messenger of Allah and
we have been commanded to follow him.

We should thank Allah alone for He is the One Who guides us

towards all kinds of goodness.
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Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (s39=1)
Memorization (ba=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

8iiiand We will make smooth for him
63“&;1! the path of ease (goodness).
TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di explains regarding this ayah.

Allah will make all their affairs easy for them, including making rthe
path fo righteousness easy, in addifion to making it easy for them fo
avoid all types of evil. They will earn the enfirety of this from Allah

because they performed the actions that will earn one the easy parh.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The previous verses commenced with (- LesL$) which is a

conditional statement (b, d.15) and essentially means that for

the one who does this (gives in charity and fears, and confirms

the truth) then as per his action, Allah will make ease for him.
o This is Allah’s gift to us when we find performing good deeds

easier and find doing bad deeds harder. Many of us find the

opposite, i.e. doing bad deeds are easier than the good
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deeds. Therefore, itis from Allah alone, and we cannot attribute
the goodness to ourselves.

e In Surah Al Balad, there was reference to the path of
righteousness being difficult as if climbing up a mountain, but
Allah wants to change our attitude towards difficulty and so in
this surah, Allah says that He will facilitate for us the path when

we initiate and do the good deeds.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe Allah is Al Haadi, The One Who Guides.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

sl
AL HAADI
THE ONE WHO GUIDES

We need guidance in every part of our life, whether it is to
attain knowledge, to drive, to be a good parent, to teach, to
shop or anything else. Allah Al Haadi guides us to save our time

and energy, and not to be misled or get distracted.

The believers get special guidance (589l dslan) after they

accept the general guidance and strive towards His pleasure.
They appreciate the knowledge and thus Allah guides them
more by opening their hearts to act upon it.

Allah will make all the paths for doing good deeds easy for
them so that they can reach paradise. This guidance will
continue after their death, in their grave and on the Day of
Judgement.

When we believe and appreciate the faith, Allah will give us
more feelings (love, hope, fear) and guidance to good deeds
will become a part of our life and we will never be distracted

from worshipping Him.
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What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Haadi?

o To feel poor and desperate to Allah in all our affairs and to be

protected from misguidance.

o To ask Allah for complete guidance, i.e. knowledge and acting
upon it.

o To appreciate the guidance when it comes to us, especially
guidance in the religion.

o To be humble when we are guided and not to look down upon

others who are still misguided.

What are the the challenges from the above ayah?

« To make things difficult upon oneself by sinning and being
disobedient.

o To be lazy in sending forth good deed:s.

e To be exireme regarding the commands and not take the ease
in the religion.

« To drive away people, when we are guided to the religion, by

being too exireme.

°
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should be appreciative and grateful to Allah for making the
religion easy for us.

We should make things easy for others and give excuses for
their mistakes. For example: While playing, your younger
brother accidently hits the ball and breaks your mum’s most
expensive vase. He feels very guilty and starts to cry. You try to
make things easy for him, by helping him clear the mess and
by apologizing on his behailf.

We should always take the easy path when given a choice.
We should attribute all the ease in life to Allah alone, and not
our ability and power. For example, you are the first one to
finish the math quiz and you get all the answers correct. What
do you feel in your heart? Do you feel you are smart and more
intelligent than others or you atiribute it to Allah and feel it is He
Who made the questions easy for you?

We should hope only in Allah when matters become difficult,
as He alone can make things easy for us. For example, due to
a misunderstanding in class, your best friend stops talking to
you. Instead of going to your other friends and asking them to
mend matters between you and your friend, you must hope in
Allah alone and make du'a to him to clear the
misunderstanding in her heart.

We should not trust the means that are available to make things

easy for us, but seek help from Allah and rely on Him alone.
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Memorization (ba=Jl)
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told

on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to
recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Meaning

TAFSIR

But he who is a greedy miser

and thinks himself self-sufficient.

And belies Al-Husna

Sheikh As-Sa’di explains regarding this ayah:

They were greedy and miserly with what they were commanded. They

abandoned the necessary and recommended aspects of moneftary

expenditures, and their inner selves did not permit them fo abide by

what Allah has obliged on them. Moreover, they felt they were not in

need of Allah, and as a result they abandoned servitude fo Allah and

adid not consider themselves as being in need of their Lord.

Also, they deny what Allah has ordained on them fo believe in.
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So what do we learn from the ayah?

After mentioning about the one who gives generously, Allah
mentions about the one who is bakhil (miser) in spending his

wealth and even encourages others to do the same.

The word ‘bakhil’ (J) comes from ‘bukhl’ (J3s) which means

to store and hoard wealth. This person does not strive for the
rewards of the hereafter by spending in the way of Allah, in
spite of having many opportunities to do so. And while others
try to invest in the hereafter, he advises them against it.

This disease of hoarding wealth leads to another disease which

is called ‘istighnaa’ (:Lizi_wl), where one thinks he does not

need anyone else and that he can do everything for himself.
He thinks he is self-sufficient.

When one does not spend his money and saves it for himself, it
can make him feel safe, empowered and superior to others
who do not have wealth.

As a result of his miserliness and arrogance, he feels
independent and empowered enough to deny the religion,
and lie against the righteous beliefs that Allah ordains on the

slaves to believe in.
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Definition of Bukhl (J)

To hold on to possessions that are not entitled to be confined.

Reasons of miserliness and greed:

1.

o O

Weakness of faith: This is one of the main reasons due to which
one gives less importance to spending in the way of Allah. He
is unaware of the recompense from Allah for being charitable
and he is unaware of the fact that the wealth he owns belongs
to Allah alone, and he did not come to this life with any of his
possessions.

Love of the wealth and attachment to it: When one loves his
wealth and is attached to it, he is doomed to inherit this

despicable and obscene personality trait.

. Thinking about the future and falling into the trap of shaitan:

Fear, anxiety and worrying about poverty and future needs is
also another reason he is scared to spend. Moreover, shaitan
promises him poverty if he spends in the way of Allah and
consequently he falls for his trap.

To think that miserliness is a type of intelligence and art, and

good management skills for dealing with the matters of life.

. To be in the company of miserly people.

. To be negligent about the reward that waits for the one who

gives charity, and fulfills the obligatory rights of the people.

. To have hopes to live long and to desire only the worldly life.
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Examples of generosity and miserliness in our daily lives:

1. You have a branded handbag that is your favorite, and you
keep it stored safely in your closet. Your sister requests to
borrow your handbag for her class party. What do you do? Do
you allow her to use it? Or hold back and refuse her? What is
the correct course of action in this situation? Remember that
loving the world and being attached to it inherits miserliness,
you need to use them and be grateful or spend it on others so
that you get the great reward for it.

2. Your aunt brought expensive sweets for you from abroad. The
same day, your neighbors come home to pay you a visit. You
fear that your mother may share the sweets with them, so you
quickly hide them. After a while, your mom asks for the sweets,
and you sheepishly tell her that you hid them so that you do
not have to share them with your neighbors. Do you think that
worldly things or belongings will last forever? No. So the best is

to share what you love and earn the reward for it.

What are some of the ways one can get rid of this character?

e To think good of Allah and know that He will never burden us

beyond our ability (when He commands us to spend).
e To increase in giving charity.
e To know that fear of poverty which comes into our mind is

always from the shaitan.
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e To seek refuge in Allah from this character.

e To ponder upon the ayat with regards to dispraise of this
character.

e To have trust and not fear with regards to the future of our
children and believe with certainty that the One Who created
them wiill surely provide for them.

e To know that miserly people are not liked in the society; in fact
people try to avoid and run away from them, and they always

leave a bad remembrance after them.

In addition to being a greedy miser, he feels self-sufficient.

What does it mean to feel self-sufficient ?

e Being self-sufficient from the people is a good trait, as it makes
us not rely on them; rather it makes us turn towards Allah and
feel poor to Him as He alone is Al Ghaniyy, The Most Rich.

e But here it is mentioned for those who have been blessed with
wealth and they show miserliness by withholding it and that’s
what makes them self-sufficient from Allah and others. They
rely on their wealth.

e We should supplicate to Allah for the good self-sufficiency:

" illy Blaslly Lidls ssgll Wlw Gl pell”

“Oh Allah | ask you the guidance, the piety, the chastity, and the sufficiency
(contentment).”
(Jami™ at-Tirmidhi 3489)
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e We cannot be self-sufficient from Allah, we must give Allah His
due rights by worshipping Him alone and we need to seek
protection from His punishment. As it is mentioned in the
following hadith:

calll e sbell G ¢ Bad o l9Spiid 35 « 9dmy o sbesl e dlll G S8 :uandl & LS
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“The right of Allah upon His slaves that they worship Him, and they do not associate any

partners with Him. And the right of the siaves upon Allah is that He will not punish those

who do not associate any partner with Him" ( Saheeh Al Adab al Mufrad- 721)

Another action mentioned regarding this person is that of lying.

He belies in Allah, and the other pillars of faith especially the Day

of Judgement, the recompense, the eternal bliss (paradise) and

the punishment (hellfire).

Definition of Lying (w41s)

Imaam An Nawawi said:
“To inform something that is incorrect either intentionally or
unintentionally, whether it was something related to the past or

future”.

Lying as mentioned in the Qur'an

1. Those who deny the signs of Allah (the universal and the

legislative), have been called liars.

- peg=2 ,J_:li_¢f5& wl-F - 2 ,—_.‘7’_.—" S P
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It is only those who believe not in the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,

revelations, efc.) of Allah, who fabricate falsehood, and it is they who are liars.
(Surah An Nahl:105)

2. There is a curse and punishment of the hellfire for the liars who
belie Allah.

Woe fo every sinful liar, (Al Jathiyah:7)

3. It is one of the descriptions of the hypocrites.
5si3J (] dadq A

But Allah is Witness, that they verily, are liars. (Surah At Tawbah: 107)

4. The devils descend upon the liar.

S, 2wy

abledn 335 s e gitgl s
el JBI J8 Lle J55

Shall l inform you (O people!) upon whom the Shayatin (devils) descend?é
They descend on every lying (one who fells lies), sinful person. (Surah Ash Shuara:221,222)

Lying as mentioned in the Sunnah

Narrating whatever one hears proves him to be a liar
JSs sy o G3S £30lly LaS" 1 pleos dale dlll Glo el o dic Al uds 83350 gl e

. s L
Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) said.The Prophet (£) said, ‘It is enough for

a man to prove himself a liar when he goes on narrating whatever he hears."
(Sahih Muslim, 7114)

Leaving what is not doubtful for what is doubtful
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Hasan bin Ali (May Allah be pleased with them) said:l remember (these words)
from Messenger of Allah (£): "Give up what is doublful fo you for that which is not
doubttul; for fruth is peace of mind and falsehood is doubt'.

(At Tirmidhi, 7118, Graded: Hasan saheeh)

Impacts of Lying

e It exposes the person to insult.

e It leads a person to immorality.

e It makes people to repel the person and is not loved in the
hearts of the people.

¢ It never makes the person successful in life.

e Itis one of the signs of hypocrisy.

e ltis a character for which Allah promises dwelling in the

hellfire.

Sayings of the righteous predecessors regarding Lying

e It is reported that Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (may Allah be pleased
with him) said, “Beware of lying, for lying is far removed from
faith.”

e It is reported that Abdullah ibn Masud (may Allah be pleased
with him) said, “And a man lies and persists in lying until there
is not even the space of a needle for goodness in his heart to

settle.”

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al Kareem, The Generous One.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

Sl

AL KAREEM
THE MOST GENEROUS

e Allahis The Most Generous and He gives because of His perfect
names and attributes, unlike the human being. A person might
be generous but may have weaknesses and faults in other
aspects. Or a person may be generous to some and not to
others.

e Allah Al Kareem’s generosity encompasses even the
disobedient and the rebellious.

e Allah’s generosity can be seen through apparent and hidden
blessings that honor mankind.

e Allah’s generosity guides believers to the correct worship and
performance of good deeds.

e Allah, the Most Generous, conceals the daily faults and sins of
people so that we see them in a good light.

e Allah Al Kareem exchanges our sins fo good deeds when we

seek His forgiveness.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Kareem?

e To ask Allah alone as He is the Most Generous.

e To be generous to others even before being asked.
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e To overlook and pardon others, especially the sinners.
e To reward good actions in a generous way.
e To ask Allah to grant us taqwa (piety), so as to be honorable

with Him.

What are the challenges from the above ayat?

e To be miserly and also prevent others from giving.
o To feel self-sufficient from Allah.
e To be arrogant and proud of one’s abilities.

e To deny/belie in the pillars of faith.

How do we act on the ayah?

e We should know that all the provisions are from Allah alone,
and therefore we should be generous and help others with
whatever we have been blessed with. For example, you can
make a habit of giving away your old clothes and bags that
are in good condition to a charitable society.

e We should not be greedy and hoard things for ourselves.

e We should not prevent others from giving in the way of Allah.
For example, your brother wants to share his food with a friend
who has forgotten his lunch at home. You must not prevent him
by telling - “You'll be hungry if you share your lunch,” or “What
will you eat then?”, rather you must encourage your brother

and appreciate his kindness.
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e Thus we should encourage good characters of sharing,
speaking the truth, and humbleness among our little siblings,
and this should start from us as examples.

e We should be humble and feel poor to Allah, and not feel self-
sufficient from Him.

e We should be cautious of lying as this can lead to immorality
that will deserve the punishment of Allah. At the same time this
is one of the descriptions of the hypocrites, that we need to be

aware of.

107



TEACHER'S NOTES
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Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (su9=iJl)
Memorization (Laa=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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3}.51.52‘2;5 We will make smooth for him
Ls;.&.s;j.! the path for evil;

TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding the above ayah:
The hard path and wicked behavior will be made easy for such
persons; they will find it easy to commit evil whatever they may be,

and it will be made easy for them fo fall info sin.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Every action has a counter reaction. When a person persists in
sins, denies the main aspects of belief, lives a carefree life, is
not concerned about himself or the religion, spends on
whatever he wants, for sure there is a consequence for such
attitude.

e Deeds are based on the intentions, good intentions lead to
good deeds that will be accepted and the person will be
rewarded, evil intentions lead to evil and corrupt deeds that

will be rejected and the person will be punished. The path for
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both the scenarios will be made easy, as the following hadith

mentions:

"4J._9L>L¢J""“‘ JS" Jlsuglnlajld.a.zsl;.a&"ﬂld thQJlS‘uI)ACQC
Narrated ‘Imran.! said, "O Allah's Messenger (£)! Why should a doer (people) fry fo do
good deedsé' The Prophet (£) said, "Everybody will find easy fo do such deeds as will
lead him fo his destined place for which he has been creafed.’ (Sahih al-Bukhari 7551)
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It was narrated that ‘Al said "We were sitting with the Prophet (£) and he had a stick in
his hand. He scrafched in the ground with it, then raised his head and said: There is no
one among you but his place in Paradise or Hell has already been decreed.’ He was
asked. 'O Messenger of Allah, should we not then rely upon thatg’' He said. 'No, strive and
do not rely upon that, for it will be made easy for each person to do thar for which he
was created.' Then he recited: "As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty fo
Allah and fears Him, and believes in Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him the path of
ease (goodness). But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient. And

denies Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him the path for evil. " (Sunan lon Majah, Book 1,
Hadith 78)
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e From the above itis clear, that every person’s decree is written,
but there is a choice in this life, to choose between right and
wrong, to strive towards good or evil.

e We should know there is a soul that lies within us, which
commands on every evil, and guides to destruction.
None can be saved from the evil of this soul except
those who are guided by Allah and shown mercy by

Him.
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e Nothing is more harmful to a person’s faith and religion
than this soul, therefore one needs to constantly
account himself.

e He first calls himself to account over the obligatory
duties. If he finds deficiency in this regard, he amends
this either by repayment or rectification. He then calls
himself to account over prohibited matters. If he knows
that he has done something prohibited, he amends this
through repentance, seeking forgiveness and
performing good deeds that wipe such bad deeds
away. He then «calls himself to account over
heedlessness. If it is the case that he has been careless
of that which he was created for, he amends this
through remembrance and turning to Allah. He then
calls himself to account over what he has spoken, or
where his feet have taken him, or what his hands have
struck out at or what his ears have listened out to, and
asks himself - What did you intend from this? Who did

you do it for?

Definition of a sin

¢ Sins and disobedience are acts that Allah or His messenger ()

have commanded us to leave.
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Synonyms of the word “sin”

e Disobedience: This is the opposite of obedience.

e Evil deeds: This is the opposite of good deeds.

1. Prevention of knowledge: Knowledge is one of the means to

enter paradise with ease and convenience, and sins prevent
the person from that.

2. Awkwardness and darkness in the heart: The sinner feels
awkward and gloomy in his heart after he commits a sin. The
creation around him hates him too.

3. Fear and terror in the heart : The sinner is fearful and there is a
terror in his heart that tightens it. He does not feel secure at all.

4. Supplications are not answered: We all are poor to Allah for His
response, as we have no power or might to do anything. When
His response is prevented from us, then how shall we receive
any goodness and avert the evil from ourselves?

5. Allah’s wrath is upon the sinner: If there is the wrath of Allah
upon someone, then who will be the one to love him? Who will
be the one to guide him to the straight path? And who will be
the one to have mercy on him? And if Allah does not have

mercy upon him, then how can he enter Jannah?
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What is the solution?

To seek forgiveness from Allah and believe that Allah will forgive

all sins.

Virtues of repentance and seeking forgiveness

1. Happiness of Allah and His love
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Allah is more pleased with the repentance of his slave than a person who reaches a
place, and He has his riding beast with him carrying his food and his drink, and he pufs
his head down and sleeps for some fime. When he wakes up, he finds his riding beast
gone. So, he goes in search for if, unfil he is stricken with heat and thirst. He said: "I will
return to my place, where | had been before, then | will sleep until the deafh overcomes
me.” Then when he wakes up again and liffs his head, he finds his riding beast and his
provisions of (food and arink), Allah is more pleased with the repenfance of his servant

than the recovery of this riding beast along with the provisions (food and arink). (Saheeh
Al Jami'a, 5033, Graded: Sahih by Al Albani)

2. Following the example of the Prophet (£)
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Messenger of Allah said: “Repent fo Allah, indeed | repent fo hundred fimes a
day’.(Saheeh Al Jami’'a 3005, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)

3. Purification of the heart

4. Prevents the punishment and torment
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And (commanding you): 'Seek the forgiveness of your Lord, and furn fo Him in
repentance, that He may grant you good enjoyment, for a term appointed, and besfow
His abounding Grace fo every owner of grace (i.e. the one who helps and serves needy
and deserving, physically and with his wealth, and even with good words). But if you furn

away, then | fear for you the torment of a Great Day (i.e. the Day of Resurrection). (Surah
Hud:3)
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5. Increases the provision and blessings
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"And O my people! Ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent fo Him, He will send you
(from the sky) abundant rain, and add sftrength fo your strength, so do not furn away as
Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah).” (Surah Hud:52)

Supplications for seeking forgiveness
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The Messenger of Allah (£) recited offen these words: Glory be fo Allah and with His
praise, | seek the forgiveness of Allah and refurn fo Him. (Saheeh Muslim, 484)
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The Prophet (&) said: If anyone says in the morning or in the evening. "O Allah! Thou art
my Lord; there is no god but Thee, Thou hast created me, and | am Thy servant and hold
fo Thy covenant and promise as much as |/ can, | seek refuge in Thee from the evil of what
! have done: | acknowledge Thy favour to me, and | acknowledge my sin; pardon me,
for none but Thee pardons sins, and dies during the daytime or during the night.” he will
go fo Paradise. ( Saheeh Al Jami'a, 6424, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)
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The messenger of Allah (£) said: “Whoever seeks forgiveness for the believing men and

women, Allah writes down for him, for every believing man and woman a good deed.”
(Saheeh al Jami'a 6026, Graded: Hasan Al Albani)

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is our Rabb, Our Nurturer, Our Reformer.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

<l
AR RABB
THE NURTURER. THE REFORMER

Allah Ar Rabb generally nurtures the entire creation through His

blessings.

e The wisdom behind this kind of nurturing is to be able to
live in this life. If we did not have the general nurturing
of Allah, then none of us would survive.

e The nurturing of Allah helps an individual to realize His
faults, either through the ayat, or through the decree,
and this will continue {ill the end of his life.

e The person either accepts his mistakes, repents to Allah
and then increases in good deeds, or he rejects the
nurturing and increases in disbelief, fill a stage where
he becomes self-sufficient. Then his path towards the
evil will be made easy and this will deceive him further
thinking he is right and he would continue upon the
disbelief, until the destruction will overtake him.

e Allah Ar Rabb nurtures His believers, to increase them in
faith, through His beavutiful names, atiributes and

actions.
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e Allah Ar Rabb will guide the believers who accept the
nurturing to the way of ease in all types of worship and
protect them from difficult decrees.

e The wisdom behind this nurturing is to be reformed in
order to go to paradise and be among those nearest to

Allah, along with the messengers and the prophets.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah Ar Rabb?

e To be pleased with Allah as our Rabb, Islam as our religion and
Muhammad (£) as our Prophet.

e To accept the nurturing of Allah, and not to become self-
sufficient.

e To ask Allah for His special nurturing by calling upon His name
Ar Rabb.

e To fear Him the most, as He knows all our hidden faults/
sicknesses.

e To know that He alone can fix our faults by reforming us

either through knowledge or decree.

What are the challenges from the above ayat?

1. To be heedless and reject the nurturing of Allah when it comes
o us.

2. To be deceived with sins so it becomes easy for us to commit.

3. To blame the decree for committing sins and not being guided,

giving an excuse that Allah decreed for him to commit the sin.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e We should be grateful when we see ourselves upon the
right guidance, as this is one of the actions of Allah
alone.

e We should know that the shaitan can beautify evil and
make it atfractive to us, in order we commit the sin.
Therefore, we must seek protection in Allah Ar Rabb
from this enemy.

e We should be aware of our soul that encourages us
towards the evil. This requires us to strive against this
soul, again with the help of Allah. For example, when
you make a mistake, your (evil) soul will whisper to you
to lie to your parents or it may also encourage you to
blame your little brother or sister for your wrongdoing.
You must fight against these whispers and stay firm on
the truth.

e We should supplicate to Allah the following in the
mornings and evenings.
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O Allah, Knower of the unseen and the evident, Maker of the heavens and the earth,
Lord of everything and its Possessor, | bear witness that there is none worthy of worship
but You . | seek refuge in You from the evil of my soul and from the evil of Satan and his
helpers . ([l seek refuge in You) from bringing evil upon my soul and from harming any
Muslim. ( Sahih At-Tirmidhi 3/142 and Abu Dawud )
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We should be more cautious and worried when sins
become easy for us to commit and good deeds
become a burden for us. For example, when you feel it
is easy for you to lie and get away from being caught
and it is difficult for you to attend a Qur'an class, or
wake up for Salah, then this should be warning for you.

We should not stop striving for knowledge due to
hurdles, rather be patient and ask Allah to help us to
overcome the challenges.

We should not be a part of any groups that promote
sins and make it easy for people to commit them.

We should not be an opener of evil for anyone.

When we commit the sins, we should hasten towards
the forgiveness of Allah, and not be persistent upon it.
For example, you say something to your sister in anger
and she gets upset and starts to cry. Immediately you
feel guillty about it; then you must not delay in
apologizing to your sister and asking forgiveness from
Allah.
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Quran Recitation (3¢3JI)

Tajweed (s39=1)
Memorization (Laa=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told

on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to
recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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(in destruction).

TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions in regard fo the ayah:

As for the wealth that made one a tyrant, Allah asks them what will
their wealth avail them affer they perish and die? Only one’s ighteous
actions will accompany one (fto the grave). But one’s wealth from
which the necessary dues were not paid, will become a source of
desftruction, if one did not save some of it for their Last Life (by paying

it in the ways of righfeousness, seeking Allah’s Face by doing so).

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Even though a person may be successful and prosperous in this
life, when he is following his desires and committing sins, he is
actually falling down and going further away from the path set
by Allah. Sins are facilitated for him, thus facilitating the way to

the torment (hellfire).
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e When he eventuadlly goes down to his grave, the wealth that he
had gathered in this life will be of no use. This wealth deceived
him and caused him to feel self-sufficient from Allah and His
guidance. He led his life thinking that his wealth will be a barrier
for him from all difficulties. In this ayah, Allah clarifies his
misconception.

e What will actually benefit a person after his death?

It is mentioned in the following hadith, that the deeds of a person
will remain with him while his wealth and children will come
back. This is a clarification for all who are deceived by their

wealth.

OBl f2328 36 Eall 225 " plawss dele alll o &1 Jo5 JB Joks Il 33 il o
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Narrated Anas bin Malik: Allah's Messenger (£) said, "When carried fo his grave, a
dead person is followed by three, two of which refumn (affer his burial) and one

remains with him: his relative, his property, and his deeds follow him; relatives and
his property go back while his deeds remain with him." (Sahih al-Bukhari 6514)

Also, Allah mentions in Qur'an about one’s deeds:
Lo G ) plasdl gadd ol
And that man can have nothing but what he does (good or bad). (Surah an Najm: 39)

e Any good deed that a Muslim starts during his lifetime, and that
is of renewed benefit and ongoing use for the Muslims, will
continue to benefit him and add to his record of good deeds,
even dfter his departure - as long as its benefits continue to

reach others.

The following hadith also mentions the same:

125



Mslmmwslm“pl SLadl S 13] " alws ade dll o il e B3 sl e

) 9235 pdLs o5 5l s fad gle 51 udsyls 8835
Narrated by Abu Hurairah the Messenger of Allan’said: “when a person dies, all of his
deeds are disconnected from him, excepl from three: from ongoing charity, or

knowledge that has beneliting others, or righteous son who will pray for him.”
(Sahih Muslim, 1631)

Some of the main deeds that will be beneficial for man (in his
grave) after his death:
1. Charity - Building of masjid, charitable organizations for the

poor and the needy, planting a tree, building a well or water
source and so forth.

2. Knowledge in accordance to Qur'an and sunnah, that was
either written, taught to others, and spread through other
means.

There are other things that will benefit the person after his death:

1. Supplications - This could either be made by his children or
his close relatives, or general Muslims.

2. Fasts - If someone fasts on behalf of him, thereby making up
for those fasts that he could not keep during his lifetime for
some valid reasons.

3. Hajj — When someone performs the haijj that was obligatory
upon him on his behalf as he could not complete this pillar

in his lifetime.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al Ghaniyy, The Most Rich, and only He

can benefit us and enrich us.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

sl

*»

AL GHANIYY
THE MOST RICH

Allah Al Ghaniyy is the Most Rich in Himself and He is the One
Who enriches the entire creation.

He is the Most Rich in His knowledge. Anyone else’s knowledge
is limited to what is taught to him and needs practice to avoid
forgetfulness.

He is the Most Rich in His hearing, He does not need anyone to
make Him hear.

He is the Most Rich in His seeing, as He sees everything inside
and outside, clear and unclear, hidden and apparent.

He is the Most Rich in His ability, He does not need anyone to
serve Him. He is the Most Rich in His power; there are carriers of
the throne, not because He needs them, but it is only an honor
for them.

He does not need any of us, it is out of His kindness and honor
for us that He created us.

He enriches us with blessings like health, house, food, security,

family and so forth.
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o Allah Al Ghaniyy is the One Whom we all should turn to when
we need something, rather than humiliating ourselves by

turning towards the people for our needs.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Ghaniyy?

o To feel poor to Allah alone and be self-sufficient from people
and our wealth.

o To ask Allah to enrich us with deeds, as they will never separate
from us even after our death.

e To consider wealth as a favor from Allah to enrich us in this life
and use it in the way pleasing to Him, and not be deceived by
it.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

1. To be arrogant and proud after the truth has been shown.

2. To attribute oneself with all the success and forget Allah.

3. To feel self-sufficient and in no need of Allah.

4. To misuse position and power that one has been bestowed
with.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should not feel self-sufficient from Allah. We are His creation
and living in His dominion, so we must feel poor towards Him,
all the time for everything, whether big or small, difficult or
easy, as He has ability over everything.

We should take admonition from the stories of the past nations
mentioned in the Qur'an who were proud and felt self-sufficient
due to which entire nations were destroyed leaving none
behind.

We should know that our wealth and the people will not benefit
us in our graves nor on the Day of Judgement.

We should not rely on our wealth and feel secure from death in
this life. We see many wealthy people being dfflicted with
diseases and are unable to find cure, in spite of having the best
means.

We should not get distracted by things that give us little or no

benefit.
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Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (su9=iJl)
Memorization (Laa=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

Truly! Ours it is (to give) guidance,

0 €\
\h—

s3gll Gile

K ols And truly, unto Us(belong)
.Jgil' 33 >U the last (Hereafter) and the first (this world).
TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di said regarding these ayat:

Guidance that direcfs fo the Straight Path leads fo Allah and draws
one close fo His pleasure. Misguidance, in comparison, consists of
paths that do not lead to Allah, rather only to painful forment.

And o Allah belongs the Kingship and the authority, there is no
partner to Allah in any of this. Therefore, those who seek should only

seek Allah while feeling despair in creation.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e One aspect of Allah’s grace and mercy to His servants is that
He has taken it upon Himself to provide clear guidance that is
acceptable to human nature, and to explain it as well through
His messages and messengers, and by means of the signs He
has provided.
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e Thus, no one has a valid argument for deviation, and no one
will suffer injustice. Whoever travels on the path of guidance
will find Allah.

e Allah mentions in the Hadith Qudsi, clarifying the status of man

in life.
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On the authority of Abu Dharr al-Ghifari (may Allah be pleased with him) from the Prophet
(&) is that among the sayings he relates from his Lord (may He be glorified) is that He said’:
O My servanfts, | have forbidden oppression for Myself and have made it forbidden
amongst you, so do not oppress one another. O My servants, all of you are asfray except
for those | have guided, so seek guidance of Me and I shall guide you, O My servants, all
of you are hungry except for those | have fed, so seek food of Me and I shall feed you. O
My servants, all of you are naked except for those | have clothed, so seek clothing of Me
and | shall clothe you. O My servants, you sin by night and by day, and I forgive all sins,
so seek forgiveness of Me and | shall forgive you. O My servants, you will not atfain
harming Me so as to harm Me, and will not atfain benefitting Me so as to benefit Me. O
My servants, were the first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn of
you fo be as pious as the most pious heart of any one man of you, that would not increase
My kingdom in anything. O My servants, were the first of you and the last of you, the
human of you and the jinn of you fo be as wicked as the most wicked heart of any one
man of you, that would not decrease My kingdom in anything. O My servanfts, were the
first of you and the last of you, the human of you and the jinn of you fo rise up in one
place and make a request of Me, and were | fo give everyone what he requested, that
would not decrease what | have, any more that a needle decreases the sea if put info

\h

134



it. O My servanfs, it is but your deeds that | reckon up for you and then recompense you
for, so let him who finds good, praise Allah, and let him who finds other than that, blame
no one but himself. It was related by Muslim (also by at-Tirmidhi and lbn Majah).

(Sahih Muslim, 2577)

e This clearly shows that all of us in life need guidance, need to
be provided, enriched and taken care of.

e That is why we seek guidance from Allah every day when we
recite Surah Al Faitha. It is contract between the slave and
Allah. The slave promises to worship Allah alone and seek
assistance only from Him. After realizing how misguided he is
in life, and unable to do things on his own, he asks Allah to
guide him and show him the clear path that leads to Him, to His
pleasure and to paradise.

e The guidance that we seek is of two main kinds:

1. oyldl &lsn—This is what the messengers do - they guide the

people by conveying the message of Allah. The people are

made aware of - Who is their Lord ? What should they do?

2. 889Ul &slan- This is in the Hands of Allah alone, for He is Al

Haadi, and He is the One Who guides people to act upon
the knowledge that has come to them.
e From the above it is clear that the messengers cannot guide
anyone to act upon and do good deeds.
e Also, this shows to Allah belongs our start and to Him alone

belongs our end.
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¢ Inlife, Allah subjected the means for us in order to benefit from
them, and to make our tasks easier. They also help us to

worship Allah in this life and fulfill the purpose of our creation.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al Malik, Al Maalik, Al Maleek, The True

King and Owner of this life and the hereafter.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

Ldall Ul o]l
AL MALIK, AL MAALIK, AL MALEEK
THE MOST RICH

Allah is the King. No one is above Him. He did not inherit this
kingship from anyone, as He has always been the First, nor can
anyone inherit this kingship from Him, as He is the Last and
nothing comes after Him.

He is the Owner in this life, He honors and humiliates, decrees
and judges, brings life and causes death, disposes all the
affairs Himself without any support.

He owns everything that we feel belongs to us, whether our
house, car, or property. He owns our bodies, souls, and our
actions too, as He is the One Who created them. Not a single
creation in this life is independent from being provided.

He rules through His decree, commands and legislation, and
recompenses with justice.

He is the Owner of the hereafter whereby He will recompense
all of us, with reward or punishment.

He will rule and judge with complete mercy so we do not fear
being treated unjustly.

Lastly His kingship is perfect and fixed, nothing can affect it, it

will not perish, decrease or go to someone else.
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What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Malik, Al Maalik Al Maleek?

e To believe with certainty that we will go to Allah alone, and
therefore to only hope Him.

e To invoke Him, seek refuge in Him and rely on Him alone.

e To increase in good deeds, as He is the One Who will judge us
on the Day of Judgement. This also requires us to be grateful,

as we will not be judged by any other creation.

What are the main challenges to the above ayat?

e To be ungrateful for being born as Muslims.

e To feel self-sufficient and not in need of guidance in any
matter.

e To take the ownership of Allah in our hands.

e To judge with desires.

e To hope in someone else, as if they own us.

e To be heedless and negligent with the responsibility and the

trust given to us.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e We should not rely on ourselves to perform good deeds, as it is
only by the guidance of Allah. Also, we may feel some deeds
are easy for us to do, so we may feel proud and boast about
doing them. For example, you are fluent in reading the Qur’'an,
so you volunteer to recite in front of the class so they can see
how you read with so much ease. When you start to recite you
make so many mistakes. This shows that we can never rely on
ourselves for doing any good deeds. We always need Allah to
guide us.

e We should always ask Allah sincerely and truthfully for
guidance and not feel self-sufficient.

e We should follow the guidance that Allah sent us through the
books and His messengers, and not reject it.

e We should attribute to Allah alone all the blessings of this life as
He is the Owner of all blessings.

e We should ask Allah to judge between any matters we differ in.

e We should hope for His mercy, and at the same time fear His
punishment, as He will judge between all of the creation on the

Day of Judgement.
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Quran Recitation (345JI)
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Memorization (ba=Jl)
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

538508 So | have warned you
uﬁ.ﬁ' 156 of a Fire which is blazing.
TAFSIR

Ibn Kathir narrates:
Allah mentions the Qur’'an fo be the greatest admonitions, so whoever

wills, he remembers Allah through it in all of his affairs.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o After clarifying with regards to guidance and how He owns the
life and the hereafter, Allah is warns the disbelievers of the
consequences of disbelief in this life - a blazing fire that is
prepared for them.

e The Qur'anis composed of warnings and glad tidings, and here
we see it begins with warnings. Those who take the warnings
and stay away from the sins are the ones who deserve glad
tidings.

o The word ‘1iI’ means to sit someone down and to make them

thoroughly aware of the situation they are in, and to make
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them realise there is great danger ahead of them if they

continue on the same path they are in.

e The word ‘LI’ is something that keeps sparking i.e. it is a fire

with a flame that throws out sparks.
e To believe in the hellfire and paradise is one of the parts of

belief in the Last Day.

Allah mentions in the ayah below:

)LJ| .89.99 P.b -J.JJ9|9 Lu..w dJJ| QA ‘o.b.\>!9| 29 P'GJI”I ‘o.e‘d: ‘_,.‘.z.\ QJ |9).nS L,:.»JI ul
Verily, those who disbelieve, neither their properties nor their offspring will avail them
whatsoever against Allah; and it is they who will be fuel of the Fire. (Surah Aal ‘Imran: 10)

It will burn with them and use their bodies as fuel and Allah’s

refuge is sought.

e And the width of the hellfire is explained from the following
hadith:

Lizowd Logy plawss dale dll oo dlll Jouuy sic US :JB dic dll uds 83350 gl e plasso 39
Jeosl s> L 1 JB lel dlgasyg alll LS Slin Lo 9,351 tpkusg dale dlll o aidl JUES g
Narrated by Abu Hurairah: One day we were sitting with the messenger of Allah, we
heard a sound, so the messenger of Allah asked us. “Do you know what this is¢” we said.

"Allah and His messenger know best”. He said. “This was a sfone that was sent into the
hellfire before 70 autumns and it reached now.” (Muslim, 2844)

e The lightest of the punishment in the hellfire is mentioned in the
following hadith:
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Narrated An-Nu 'man. | heard the Prophet (£) saying, 'The person who will have the least
punishment from amongst the Hell Fire people on the Day of Resurrection, will be a man

45aall 333 G1is
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under whose arch of the feet a smoldering ember will be placed so that his brain will boil
because of it." (Sahinh al-Bukhari 6561)

e There are seven doors of the hellfire.

3ol 232 0418 0 K wlail a2 @

It (Hell) has seven gates, for each of those gates is a (special) class (of sinners) assigned.
(Surah Al Hijr:44)

e We should seek refuge from the hellfire:
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Narrated from Anas Bin Malik, the Prophet of Allah said. *“ Whoever asks Allah for Paradise
three fimes the paradise will say: " Oh Allah admit him fo Paradise” and whoever seeks

refuge from the hellfire three fimes, the hell fire will say.: ** Oh Allah save him from the fire”.
( Sahih Tirmidhi, 2572, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)

How does this ayat increase us in faith?

When we believe in the Last Day.
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' BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (,53I podls Olesdl)

e The Last Day is when mankind will be resurrected and asked
about their deeds to receive the reward or punishment. It is
called “The Last Day” because there will be no day after that -
the people of paradise will permanently reside in paradise and
take their places in it, and people of hell will permanently
reside in the hellfire and take their places in it.

e Belief in The Last Day has three parts:

1. To believe in the Resurrection
2. To believe in the Accounts
3. To believe in Paradise and Hell

e Hellfire is the final destination of torment and punishment that
Allah has prepared for the unjust disbelievers. The hell contains
all kinds of torment and punishments that no one could ever

imagine.

What are the impacts of belief in the hellfire?

e To adhere to the commands of Allah.

e To fear the hellfire, which is prepared for the disbelievers.

5881 Siel Ll 501 19513
And fear the Fire, which is prepared for the disbelievers. (Surah Aal ‘Imran:131)

What are the challenges from the above ayah?

¢ To deny the existence of the hellfire.

e To turn away when the reminders come to us.
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e To be heedless of the warnings about the punishments.

e To blame the decree for your own wrongdoings.

How do we act on the ayah?

e We must fear Allah and His punishment in this life in order to be
saved from the fire in the hereafter.

e We need to take the warnings/admonitions seriously. For
example, when Allah asks us to stay away from backbiting,
lying and stealing, we should not disregard it and say - no one
can see us doing the sins or feel secure from the punishment.
If we are not caught in this life, for sure there is hellfire where
we will be punished for our sins.

e We need to be aware of our soul which can easily follow the
desires and make us to deviate from the right path.

e We should seek refuge from the hellfire:

s izl CB Olfe G Ll A Jlo 0" el dele dlll Slo il Jods o o3 sl o2
"y Go 831 &alll 2 SU B ¢ Sl5e E SN o Sl (pog ¢ Ll Alissi &gl
Narrated from Anas Bin Malik, the Prophet of Allah said. *“ Whoever asks Allah for Paradise

three fimes the paradise will say: " Oh Allah admit him fo Paradise” and whoever seeks

refuge from the hellfire three fimes, the hell fire will say. * Oh Allah save him from the fire”.
( Sahih Tirmidhi, 2572, Graded: Sahih Al Albani)

e We must do deeds that will prevent the fire from touching us

such as fasting, giving charity and so forth.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

Ubiéé N None will [enter to] burn therein
a3l ...! except the most wretched one.
J 355 &35 sl | Who denies and turns away.

TAFSIR
lbn Kathir said’:

None will enter surrounded by it on all sides except the most wretched.
Then Allah explains who this (the most wrefched) is. He is the one who
denies (in his heart) and furns away from acting with his limbs and

performing deeds according fo their pillars.

Sheikh As-Sa’di said:
He denies the news (from Allah) and furns away from obeying the

commanaments.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o After mentioning the description of the hellfire, Allah then

mentions regarding those who will enter it.
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e There is a distinct title that is given to these disbelievers in this

surah. The word ‘La&dl’ refers to the most miserable, the

wretched.
e This word has been mentioned in two other surahs apart from
Surah Al Layl.

But it will be avoided by the wrefched, (Surah Al ‘Ala:11) i

LS Esl 3
When the most wicked man among them went forth (fo kill the she-camel). _
(Surah As Shams: 12)

The main description of these people from the understanding of
the above ayat are as follows:
1. They deny and turn away from the reminders that come to
them through the messengers or the books.
2. They prefer the life of this world, ignore the hereafter and
follow their desires.
3. This prevents them from self-purification and lowers their

standard as they perform the most wretched actions.

e It is mentioned in a hadith that when the fetus reaches four
months, then Allah sends down an angel that writes down the
decree for him. Thus, they will specify for the fetus whether he
would be from the miserable ones (who will disbelieve and
commit sins, and thus suffer in the misery of the hellfire) or be
from the happy ones (who will believe and do good deeds and

thus be among the people of paradise).
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Narrated Anas bin Malik:The Prophet (£) said, "Allah puls an angel in charge of the uterus
and the angel says, ‘O Lord, (it is) semen! O Lora, (it is now ) a clot! O Lord, (it is now) a
piece of flesh.' And then, if Allah wishes fo complefte its creation, the angel asks, ‘O Lord,
(will it be) a male or a femaleé A wretched (an evil doer) or a blessed (doer of good)?
How much will his provisions beé What will his age beé’ So all that is written while the
creafture is still in the mother's womb." (Sahih al-Bukhari 6595)

16 ¢

e The Messenger of Allah (2) was asked if the person’s fate is
destined, should they continue to do the deeds? He
commanded them to do the deeds as for everyone the deeds
will be made easy for what they are created for.

e Allah created everyone with intellect, foresight, hearing and
seeing. Then He sent the messengers with the books. But the
ones who are miserable will choose the path of misery and
continue onit.

What are the main actions mentioned here for being miserable?

To belie and to turn away.

What does it mean to turn away?

1. To ignore the commands of Allah, not to listen to them, or
reflect upon them.

2. To reject and not accept the commands.

3. To not act upon the commandes.

4. To leave the judgement of Allah.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we negate injustice from Allah.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb oles?)

e We need to believe that Allah is Just in all His actions. None of
His actions have any trace of injustice or transgression.
sescll 2B, G a3
“and | am not unjust (fo the least) fo the slaves.” (Surah Qaf:29)
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Abu Dharr reported Allah's Messenger (&) as saying that he reported it from his Lord, the

Exalted and Glorious.:Verily | have made oppression uniawful for Me and for My servants
foo, so do not commit oppression. (Sahih Muslim, 2577)

e Allah created the human being and his actions. He gave him
an intention, ability, choice and will.

e Then He gave him intellect to differentiate between good and
evil.

e He will not account us except for those deeds that we do
intentionally with our choice.

e Therefore, we are not forced in life, we have a choice and will
to do deeds. The actions of man are implemented if Allah wills
according to His perfect knowledge and wisdom.

e The punishments that Allah decreed for the people of hell are
just for them because of what they did in this life. Therefore we
should not think anything bad about Allah.

What are the challenges from the above ayat?

e To deny and turn away from the truth.
e To think bad of the punishment of Allah.
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To deny the existence of the hellfire.
To be proud and arrogant, thinking we are self-sufficient from
Allah.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should seek refuge from the punishment of the hellfire.

We should identify those deeds that lead to the hellfire and stay
away from them.

We should know that the source of all evil is the shaitan and he
deceives us in committing the sins in order for us to enter the
hellfire.

We should also know that Allah brought us into this life to
worship Him and this is an honor for us. Therefore we should not
humiliate ourselves by disobeying the commands of Allah and
turning away from the truth.

We should think good of Allah and all His actions because they
are based on His perfect knowledge and wisdom.

We should not doubt the reminders in the Qur'an. This will
prevent us from self-purification.

We should fear Allah and His punishment and perform those
deeds to avert the fire away from us.

We should be grateful to Allah, as He provided us a manual

clarifying all the details of how to lead a successful life.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

a3l laisios And Al-Muttaqun (the pious and
righteous) will be far removed from it
(Hell).

LS5 5 ds 333 ._JI He who spends his wealth for increase
in self-purification,

TAFSIR

Ibn Kathir said.

The righteous, pure, most pious person will be saved from the fire. Then
Allah explains who he is. He is the one who spends his wealth in
obedience of his Lord in order to purify himself, his wealth and

whatever Allah has bestowed upon him of religion and worldly things.

So what do we learn from the ayah?
e A Muttaqgi is someone who has tagwa (piety), while the word

wasl refers to the one who has the most tagwa (piety). These

people will be kept away from the blazing fire that was

previously mentioned.

159



e ltis said that Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) was the
first and foremost of this Ummah to have all of these
characteristics and other praiseworthy characteristics as well.
For verily, he was truthful, pious, generous, charitable, and
always spent his wealth in obedience of His Master (Allah) and
in aiding the Messenger of Allah ().

e The deed that is mentioned here is exclusively related to giving
in the way of Allah. The one who has the most tagwa (piety)
will give in order to attain self-purification.

e From this we also know that one of the means of cleansing

ourselves is through giving in the way of Allah.

Importance of self-purification:

o The soul has a tendency to get sick, and therefore it requires a

process of looking after it which is through purification.

« The way to purification of the soul is through gaining the correct
knowledge.

e We need to believe that whatever Allah swears by in the
Qur'an is followed by some important message. ‘Surely the
successful ones are those who will purify themselves.’

e One’s self (evil nafs) calls towards transgression and preferring
the life of this world. And most of the diseases of the heart are
due to this corrupt nafs. Therefore Prophet (£) sought refuge

from its evil, in the morning and evening supplications.
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Zaid bin Argam (May Allah be pleased with him) reporfed: The Messenger of Allah would
supplicate: " O Allah! | seek refuge in You from the inability (fo do good), indolence,
cowardice, miserliness, decrepitude and forment of the grave. O Allah! Grant me the
sense of piety and purify my soul as You are the Best fo purify it. You are its Guardian and
its Protecting Friend. O Allah! | seek refuge in You from the knowledge which is not

beneficial, and from a heart which does noft fear (You), and from desire which is not

satisfied, and from prayer which is not answered]."”
(Sahih Muslim, Book 17, Hadith 1479)

e Purification is the way to paradise; therefore, it is a condition for

the one who enters paradise to be purified.

Some of the ways to achieve self-purification:

e To purify our nafs from dispraised characters such as riyq,

greed, miserliness, feeling secure from the plot of Allah and so
forth.

e To adorn oneself with beautiful praiseworthy characters such
as sincerity, returning to Allah, remembering Allah, fear of
Allah, gratitude and humbleness.

e To ponder upon the Qur’an, for this is one of the ways to purify
the heart and the soul.

e To avoid following our desires.

e To admonish oneself by remembering death and life after
death.

e To purify one’s deeds from any signs of hypocrisy.
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¢ To hold oneself accountable.

e To eat, sleep and socialize in moderation.

How do these ayat increase us in faith?

When we know that Allah is At Tayyib, The Good and The Pure.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

bl

*

AT TAYYIB
THE PURE

o Allah is At Tayyib Himself (<13 _ulJl) and He is the One Who
makes things clean, pure and beautiful (—wbwell). All of Allah’s

names, attributes, actions and decrees are good _b.

e Allah is deadling with us through decrees and we need to
believe the One Who decreed is At Tayyib. There is not a single
decree we go through that is impure or non-beneficial. Allah’s
recompense is pure and beavutiful, and He rewards us for our

pure deeds with exira favors.

What are the impacts of believing in Allah At Tayyib?

e To purify ourselves externally and our soul internally.

e To eat and drink pure, in order to produce all good, because
only what is pure and good will be accepted by Allah At
Tayyib.

e To purify our intentions all the time.

e To speak pure and good words.
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What are the challenges from the above ayat?

The main reason we do not want to purify ourselves is because of

our desires. That is why taqgwa (piety) is required in every stage of
our life; it will stop us from following our desires and help us purify

ourselves.

e Other challenges we face is our laziness and our inner
diseases.

e To be miserly and not give in the way of Allah.

e To fear poverty in the future; this will discourage us from giving

charity.

How do we act on the ayah?

e We should supplicate to Allah to grant us tagwa (piety) in all
our affairs.

e We should not be miserly in giving in the way of Allah,
especially the obligatory charity.

e We should not follow our desires as this could be one of the
reasons that could prevent us from having taqwa (piety).

e We should know that our soul needs constant purification
and that is why we need to take the means for it. For
example, your friend calls you to attend a class where you
can learn about Allah and His Book; you disregard her due
to laziness and also think that you already know. But this kind

of thinking is wrong. Rather, you should try your best to
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attend it for the intention of purifying your inner self. Ask
yourself, do you like having spots on your face or some
marks that make you look bad? No. What would you do in
this situation? You would probably use the best skin cleanser
or eat the best diet to avoid spots on your face. Imagine, our
inside has many spots that are not visible, but they are shown
in the form of habits, bad actions and bad manners.
Therefore, it is important to treat them and clean them from
inside by taking the right means.

We should prioritize the concept of self-purification in life, as
this is one of the ways to enter paradise.

We should not worry too much about the future, rather trust
Allah that He will provide us. This will make us to spend easily

in the way of Allah.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

sdic 353 Lo And have in his mind no favour from anyone

S50 o (0 for which a reward is expected in return,

cl=sl 3l Except only the desire to seek the
Jedl &35 453 Countenance of his Lord, the Most High;
TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di said:

This person has paid back in full every favor anyone among the
creation has done for them, so much so, that they may have
performed favors and acts of generosity for other people more than
they have for themselves. Therefore This pious person became a pure
slave of Allah, being the companion of the generosity of Allah alone,

and not fied fo the generosity of the people.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e When people give charity, they may feel they have a favor that
has to be paid back to them. For example, when we visit
someone, we may feel obliged to buy them gifts, as we may

be staying over at their house or eating at their place. Or
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sometimes it could be that we are discouraged to give
someone due to the grievance we have with them.

e This is not the attitude of the person that is discussed in the
above ayah. He gives in the way of Allah only to purify himself
and to seek the Face of His Lord. He has no worldly benefits,
neither does he want to be popular or avoid getting into any
trouble. Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) spent only
seeking the Face of His Lord; he did not consider any of the
people as owing him a favor. Rather his virtue and kindness
were even shown towards leaders and chiefs from all the other

tribes as well.

The Noble Face of Allah - Owner of Majesty and Honor

e We cannot see the Face of Allah in this life. He covers His Noble
Face with a veil of greatness, full of Light. The Face of Allah is
the most beautiful because He is Al Jameel; we cannot handle
the beauty of Allah in this life and that is the wisdom behind not
being able to see Him in this life.

e The Face of Allah cannot be described. Only Allah Himself can
tell us about His Face. This protects us from any kind of
resemblance we might make.

e There are those who deny the Face of Allah; we should believe
and confirm that Allah has a Face but it does not resemble that

of the creation.
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¢ Nothing will remain in the end; everything will perish in this life
except the Face of Allah; this also shows anything that is done

for the sake of Allah will only remain.

How do these ayat increase us in faith?
When we know that Allah is Al Mannan, the One Who bestows

great and heavy blessings which a person cannot return its favor.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (dUb oles3l)

PN
AL MANNAN
THE BESTOWER OF ALL FAVORS

Allah is the Bestower of all favors; when He gives He does not
want anything in return.

The favors from Allah are complete delights and pleasures and
there is nothing to disturb it.

Allah favors all the people in general, but He favors the
oppressed, believers, the messengers and prophets in specific.
Generally, He favors everyone by giving them the ability to
think, to speak, and by creating them in the best forms, and by
sending messengers to them.

Allah favors the oppressed by making them leaders, inheritors
of the land and by giving them power and authority.

Allah guides the believers to Islam, and this is one of the
greatest favors.

When the believers are saved from the fire and admitted to

paradise then this one of the greatest favors of Allah.
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What are the impacts of believing in Allah Al Mannan?

e To observe Allah’s favors and reflect on them, to look at our

past and reflect how Allah has favored His blessings upon us.
e To be humble and grateful for Allah’s favors.

e To do good to others without reminding them of our favor.

What are the challenges from the above ayah?

e To remind people of favors done to them.

e To be ungrateful and deny the favors others did for us.

e To do deeds for the face of the people and gain their praise;
this is hypocrisy.

e To disbelieve in the Face of Allah and thus be prevented from

seeing it.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should do all the deeds for the Face of Allah. This should be
our sincere intention before doing any deed.

We should supplicate to Allah to see His Face on the Day of
Judgement.
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| ask You for the sweeflness of looking upon Your face and a longing fo meet You in a
manner that does not entail a calamity that will bring about harm or a frial that will cause
deviation. O Allah, beaulify us with the adornment of faith and make us among those
who guide and are rightly guided.”

(part of alonger dua, Al Kalim At Tayyeb 106, Authenticated by Al Albani as Saheeh)

We should not be like the hypocrites who make fun of people
who cannot give a big amount, thus discouraging them from
giving in the way of Allah.

We should know that anything done for the Face of Allah will
always remain and not perish.

We should not help people for the sake of having an upper
hand over them.

We should not hope in the appreciation and praise of the

people, but rather hope for all the reward from Allah alone.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told
on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to

recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite.™ Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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(529 b9y
Word Meaning
L,‘;: g.§§£uj§ He surely will be pleased (when he will enter
Paradise).

TAFSIR

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding the above ayah:
This type of person will be pleased with what Allah will grant him of

various types of rewarads and honor.

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e What can the righteous person expectin return for spending his
money in self-purification and for seeking the pleasure of his
Lord?

e The reward which the Qur'an states is, “And he is going to be
satisfied.” It is the pleasure that fills the believer's heart and
soul, animates everything in his life, and radiates to all around
him. What a reward and what grace!

e In this life, he will be satisfied with his religion, his Lord and his
destiny. He will be content with whatever befalls him of comfort
or discomfort, whether he is poor or wealthy. He will be free of

anxiety and hard feelings. He will not worry about his burden
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being too heavy or his goal being too far. This satisfaction is in
itself a reward. Only the person who sacrifices himself and his
wealth for it, and who seeks to purify himself to win Allah’s
pleasure deserves this reward.

e Allah will be pleased only with those hearts that submit to Him
with all sincerity and pure devotion, and they will be eligible to

get His pleasure in this world and in the hereafter.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know about the pleasure of Allah.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les3)

¢ The pleasure of Allah is an objective that is superior to all other
objectives and by attaining it one attains the highest of
degrees that a believer can ever accomplish.

e Forthe people of paradise, Allah's satisfaction is more precious
and greater than all the blessings they cherish therein.

e Allthe prophets and messengers strived in their life to attain the
pleasure of Allah.

e Sometimes a person may do something, and Allah is pleased
with that action. And if Allah is pleased with a person, then
even if he makes a mistake, Allah will still be pleased with him,
similar to the Companions - “He is pleased with them and they

are pleased with him”.

What are the impacts of believing in the pleasure of Allah?

e To hasten towards the means to attain His pleasure. Some of
the means are being truthful, having sincerity, invoking Allah,
being grateful, praising Allah after eating and drinking, being
patient, fearing Allah, pondering upon the Qur’an, using the
siwak, saying a good word, pleasure of one’s parents and

hastening to do good deeds.

180



What are the main challenges from the above ayah?

1. To be displeased with Allah, His commands and His decree.

2. To work towards the pleasure of someone else rather than
Allah.

3. To follow one’s desires and strive to please one’s own self.

4. To lie and commit shirk and kufr - this will nullify the pleasure of

Allah from us.

How do we act on the ayah?
e We should supplicate to Allah in the morning and evening
affirming our pleasure to Him, and to the religion and the

messenger that He chose for us.
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It is narrated on the authority of ‘Abbas b. 'Abaul-Muttalib that he heard the Messenger
of Allah saying.: He has found the faste of faith (iman) who is content with Allah as his

Lord, with Islam as his religion (code of life) and with Muhammad (£) as his Prophet.
(Sahih Muslim 34)

e We should also supplicate to Allah to grant us His pleasure and
seek refuge from His punishment. This is what His Messenger (£)

used to do during his lifetime.
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It was narrated that 'Aishah said.’l noticed the Messenger of Allah (£) was missing one
night and | found him prostrating with the fops of his feet facing foward the Qiblah. /
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heard him saying: Audhu biridaka min sakhatika, wa auvdhu bimu ‘afatika min
vaqubatika wa a'vdhu bika minka la uhsi thana'an ‘alaika anfa kama athnaita ‘ala nafsik
(1 seek refuge in Your pleasure from Your wrath, | seek refuge in Your forgiveness from Your
punishment; | seek refuge in You from You. | cannot praise You enough, You are as You
have praised Yourself.)" (Sunan an-Nasa'i 1130)

e We should make this the goal and intention behind every deed
that we do. For example, when you do any good deed such as
helping your mother with the chores or helping your litlle
brother with his homework, do it to seek the pleasure of Allah,
and not to get praise from others.

e We should make sure we take the means according to our
ability in order to attain the pleasure of Allah. For example,
using siwak, thanking Allah after eating and drinking, obeying

our parents and making them pleased with us and so forth.

182



TEACHER'S NOTES

183






Quran Recitation (345JI)

Tajweed (Lug=iJl)
Memorization (ba=Jl)

PR Y

52Ny

JEs" :JB el dele dlll Joo el ot lagie dlll by ol o1 9sac o3 dll sse e
g as ol y5T s dlidiio G sl &S5 cus LS Jise S3slo 181 : 5Ll s lial
The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will be told

on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to
recite when you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you
recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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