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Al Salam Islamic Center
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Overview of Al Salam Islamic Center

As Salam: is one of the Most Beautiful Names of Allah. He is the One
Who is free from all defects and faults and He is the Giver of Peace.
Islam: is to surrender to Allah alone and to free oneself from
worshipping other than Allah.

Muslim: the one who others are safe from his tongue and hand.

As Salam Alaykum: this is the greeting of Islam which means “Peace
be upon you”. It is an invocation for one being greeted to have
peace and safety from all evil.

Dar As Salam: the Home of Peace which is the eternal and everlasting
paradise Allah has prepared for His believing slaves.
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Our vision: “And Allah invites to the Home of Peace (paradise)”.

Our mission: To strive, by the permission of Allah the spreading of
peace globally by knowing Allah and loving Him, to be a good,
Islamic example that is beneficial to others, and to build an Islamic
platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah.

Our values: Peace, Truthfulness, Love, Excellence.

Our Goals:
1. To define to the people their goal in life and that is by knowing

Allah and loving Him in order to reach peace.

2. To conduct faith-based classes, academic lectures and
nurturing programs about the Most Beautiful Names of Allah for
all age groups, and to learn how to live with Allah, the Book of
Allah and the Way of His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be up on him).

3. To instill Islamic manners and praiseworthy qualities through the
Most Beautiful Names of Allah and pondering the Noble Qur'an.

4. To produce books, curriculums and publications related to
knowledge about Allah and the Book of Allah, displayed in an
easy and simple manner for the student and teacher.

5. To build a digital platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and
the Prophetic Sunnah by providing easy access of knowledge to
all age groups and in different languages.

6. To spread the religion of Islam and its feachings in an easy and
loving way to the people through social media and different
languages.

oo o
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Qur’'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
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What is the concept behind the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing
Program?

The concept of the program is to extract nurturing from the Noble
Qur'an and Sunnah. Like the good ftree, its roots are faith, its
branches are knowledge and its fruits are good manners.

The program aims to connect the individual with the Noble Qur'an
and Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for her by
placing a strong foundation and instilling Islamic values to build a

confident and active society.
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What are the goals of the program?

1.

To treat internal issues and problems which individuals face in their
life through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic

Sunnah.

. To develop the talents of individuals and help them discover

themselves and their noble goalin life by connecting them to Allah,

and placing the love of Allah in their hearts.

. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face

externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance

of Islam and its balanced beliefs.

. To provide an attractive, distinctive, and safe environment.

. To use modern and innovative methods in nurturing and teaching.

To create a positive, enjoyable and comfortable environment.

11
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Overview of the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
(Young Ponderer):

Al Salam Islamic Center offers a unique and distinguished program
called the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program. It is a program
that aims to connect the new generation to the Noble Qur'an and
Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for them.

& sosdl SLiall
bLs Wiloy deodluodl qudll Gasés ool 598 woluol musgl yiS16 Slgin Cuw sac o Ol

Age groups:

Girls aged six and older. The goal is to place a strong foundation of
Islamic values so the girl may grow and bloom to become a good
and confident woman who serves her household, society and religion.
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Program objectives:

Nurturing confident, balanced and effective role models that serves
their society, country, and religion.

1.

Extracting the idea of the program from the Noble Qur’an, like the
good free, its roots are faith, its branches are knowledge and its

fruits are good manners.

. Providing an attractive, distinctive and secure environment.
. Use of innovative, modern means in nurturing and teaching.

. Creating a positive and fun atmosphere to place and instilling the

value of tolerance between girls.

. Instill Islamic manners in the new generation.

. Bring forth an air of affinity and connection between the youth.

14



7. Plant the importance of family bonding through activities which
support this value.

8. Develop the girls’ talents and help them discover themselves and
their noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing
the love of Allah in their hearts.

9. Treat internal issues and problems which girls face in their life
through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

10.To protect them from changes and challenges which they face
externally, and from exitremist views by showing them the
tolerance of Islam and its balanced beliefs.

15
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parablee A goodly word as a

goodly tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to
the sky (i.e. very high).
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Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets
forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember.

— Surah Ibrahim 24-25

o

Fruits: Application of the ayat
in life and changing for the
better. Prevention from
sicknesses of the heart and
caring with values.

Trunk and Branches:

Application of the Qur'an.

Roots: Faith as a result of
pondering the Qur'an and
knowing Who is Allah.




‘The Good Tree’ (dulbll 8,>2Jl)

S35 . ‘o.Lugd.:J.chh_}‘o u.a.Jlé.EhSJlS;dULu.cwu.\ch

-

- ;: “'_—1 0E ° o -2 ¥
Shall gl=d &1 38 Slasyl a8 5505 5is
Lyl 4 63336 5154l

— w

l.°|‘

\
%%

-—
w

$

64 Coaa (1 QS dala Gl Gl

It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were
with the Prophet (£) and we were strong youths, SO we
learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and our faith increased there

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64

Learned Faith (5lasl Gals5)

Learned Qur'an (5 Galss)

Faith Increased (Glasl a5 G33518)




‘The Good Tree’ (dulll §=idl)

Iman (yles?l)

Before starting anything, the foundation needs to be correct. Through
this program, we hope to interact with the Qur'an from a ‘faith’
perspective by learning the names of Allah mentioned in the Surah,
Pillars of Faith, commands, characteristics of the people, and to live by
the ayat being learned. This includes observing, tafseer and taddabur.

Qur'an

Afterlearning, understanding and pondering over the ayat, the student
becomes more proficient in reciting and memorizing the ayat. The goal
is fo have the ayat imprinted in the heart and not the mind.

Manners (wls30)

The result of a correct foundation of belief (roots) that's acted upon
(trunk and branches) will result in beautiful manners and values (fruits).
The ‘fruits’ of the tree is what will be shown and tasted by others.
Throughout this program, manners and values will be emphasized. And
any types of ‘insects’ that can spoil the fruits are highlighted as well in
order to keep the good tree intact.

* Observation « Recite (39505) *Manners
(db>dbo) (wlsl)

 Tafsir

*Tajweed
(J39x3) *Values (px8)

(GPPY-T)

* Memorize e Purification
*Taddabur 25 (4S35)
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Iman (ylsl) — Topics Breakdown

Observation (db>slJl)

*Theme of Surah

e Connection between
beginning and end of
Surah

* Word repetition

Tafsir (jewss)
* Tafsir As Sa'ady
* Meaning of words

® Taddabur (529)
* Names of Allah

e Pillars of Faith

e Commands &
Prohibitions

e Stories

* Promises and
Warnings

e How to act on what's

learned (good deeds,
dua, manners)



Qur’an (l:4)1) -Topics Breakdown

Recite (3455)
e Listen and recite
4 * Improve makharij

Tajweed (1523)

* Emphasize importani
tajweed rules in the
Surah

Memorize (Las)

* Memorize the ayat
after learning about
them

20



Manners (wls31) - Topics Breakdown

Manners (wls31)

* Good manners mentioned
in the surah

Values (pzal)

MG n n ers < * Morals mentioned in

the Surah

Purification (as;u1)

* Bad manners and
morals mentioned in
the surah in order to
avoid them

21
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Teacher and Classroom
Guidelines
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Teacher Guidelines

Hadith: ( esiss gl SIS " 1B alss agle Al o el e Logic dll sy sac ol Be9
(SUSS @Jgs La20j Caat e duel Blially taier Unl e gl J2ulls gl soBly dises e Jokuno
"dixey e Joguro eSUSg ‘{-__b)

(lbn 'Umar (May ‘Allah be pleased with them) reported: The
Prophet (£8) aid, "All of you are guardians and are responsible for
your subjects. The ruler is a guardian of his subjects, the man is a
guardian of his family, the woman is a guardian and is responsible
for her husband's house and his offspring; and so all of you are

guardians and are responsible for your subjects.")
— Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Bukhari & Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 283

3835 ol ldgsd .leghiog lalzas W c'-‘* sl delbll Olgsl alael (oo diysg dl e slsall aglss
Pl ol mgin glily Jlss dlll Ly 8% o s lesan Ldsn ol Lo JS e Goralnn Ll

Al olall gLl ong
Allah has opened a great door of worship to teach children. As a teacher
we are accountable for what we teach the children and our goal is to

teach what is pleasing to Allah which is according to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.

23
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Teaching about Allah, His religion and the unseen are a great amanah. It is
important to teach the children to both love and magnify Allah, and to
magnify the pillars of faith such as the angels, books, messengers, Last Day
and decree.

(peletll LS dagall sadl ro):

Matters to Consider before Teaching

s dl &l yaniwl

Renew the intention and make the heart present that it's being done for
Allah.

Hope for the reward from Allah.

Hadith: (& 58 38 J1E3 48 " JB plws ade alll o &1 Jou25 &

o
RS e

Eed Goyodl o U3 GAGH Y 425 4 yodl Jie 3381 o)

(Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (£) as saying: He who
called (people) to righteousness, there would be reward
(assured) for him like the rewards of those who adhered to it,
without their rewards being diminished in any respect. - Sahih
Muslim 2674

Al o Gudoil bl =
Ask Allah for the tawfeeq and success in what you're doing.

And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him |
trust and unto Him | repent (Surah Hud 88)

24
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e Adorn yourself with praiseworthy morals such as being fair with the
students, humble, patient, gentle, do not get angry, and be franquil.

e Plant important concepts such as honesty, truthfulness, being fair, good
morals, sharing, and moderation in everything.

3161Sallg dacudly cleally ol Bl zanlly clitlly clodls jie daghall dalSIl clodls 53c @

e Make your voice clear, do no scream at the children, and adorn your
words with praise at times, or make dua for them, smile and reward them
when good.

ol cgalisl Ging L doadl ey L Blas o507 8l lall Jldiwd bl 5 @

e Prepare the student to receive the knowledge by ensuring all are quiet
and by making them aware this is ‘Qur'an time’ for example.

(a9l UST dogall 3903l Gasy):
Matters to Consider while Teaching

3ol ol Jahl (5583 ' @Sl> LI cJaball Joiy 131 Slia gy yaray il coBloall Jols dlll clocol Gobos =
Al o oy

e Names of Allah are to be enforced through situations they go through
by reminding them to ask Allah. For example, if a child says, ‘I'm hungry’.
Tell them, ‘ask Allah first to give you food'.

Aol s bygudl S5 @
e Alwaysrepeat the surah that has been taught to the children throughout
the day.

25



iadl adby
Encourage children to always say ‘Bism Allah’ (all ewn) before eating

and drinking. To eat and drink with their right hand. To say ‘Alhamdulilah’
(d) s0xJl) after eating and drinking.

o> 3 danl 583 sie plasg dule dll Slo il Sle B3l Ll sliall genis e
Encourage children to say (¥) after the Prophet’s name is mentioned.

o)y soluall dblie sic (651839 dll dasyg @Sule astudl) asluwdl di e pamenis

D> dlll 0Sli> Jsis
Encourage children to say ‘assalam alaykum’ (eSde a3ldl) and ‘jazaka

Allah khair’ (. all @iz>) to each other.

bl 8ely8 e Jledidl pacy Cuniilly glaiwdl Lo pgends =
Encourage children to not speak when the Qur'an is recited but to listen
carefully.

.QS§AJ| 4.19_5_). Lo)l)ﬁ LG'L‘OQ O'_’;ﬁ' Oy k_’l_c 45 X
Encourage children to repeat after the muedhin when adhaan is heard.

A Blasg Al ae s sie sl eliac] JI8LoY1 pse Sio @iliuog alll Jlzdl Juied prc
ol a8 Gud dlll pe e dliaS Gad Jles dll 58Uy dlsély dlll Olaws 7ris pgall 0o
Jb 3 slaiawdly 83leiwdl lgdsd olhridl go Jles dl s Lo o] gauS Gy dlll za

U3 W S
Avoid explaining attributes or actions of Allah with gestures. For example,
Allah has Hands and Eyes, do not show your hands or point to your eyes
as a way of explanation. It is important to tell the children ‘Allah has
Hands but it is not like ours, we cannot imagine how'. We cannot
imagine how Allah looks, Exalted is He. It's important to push away these
thoughts and say (sl olasidl o dlly 3o<l) and (al asiwl). These thoughts

are from the shaitan.

26
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Avoid using the names of Allah or the ayat of the Qur'an or the angels
or prophets as a coloring activity since this shows lack of magnification.

Oldgaud ol you0 (sl pasins dg Lsads 75l ol e Oleadl OS5I @

Avoid books or showing cartoons which show images of the prophets,
angels or the Last Day. This will disturb their belief in the unseen when
they see it as an image. As a teacher, you can tell them about these
matters verbally.

Jeasias o cow 3 ol JSo clisly Gawgall o
Avoid music and sing along activities

gloiwdl e dand meiwn 3 Jabll oS Bl se Jem plall s Jubl sllse

Al ol oiimd g Ll =iy > Al ol paiiaas

When a child listens then reward them by saying ‘good job, well done,
or sticker’. When a child doesn’t listen then encourage them to listen
and not put them down. Do not use Allah’'s name or the Prophet’s to
make the children do or not so something, such as ‘Allah will love you
when you eat your food’, ‘Allah does not like those who don't listen’. The
name of Allah is to be magnified and not used to make the children
listen to you.

27
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Classroom Rules

RESPECT
RESPECT
RESPECY

«|l@@] 7] (@]

1. Respect, respect, respect. Respect the
teacher, respect the students, respect the

property.

2. Students are not allowed to photograph
or record the teacher or other students.

3. Please come regularly.

4. No seatreservation is allowed for yourself
or another student.

5. No talking while the teacher is speaking.

6. Students should raise their hands and
wait to be called on before speaking.
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Lesson
. Introduction, observations
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Actions of Allah
2 |Observation - Part 2 Pillars of Imaan
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Introduction

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to write down the information in their

notebook.

Name of Surah: acilell 8yg.w

Order in the Qur'an: 88th Surah, there are 114 Surahs in the Qur'an
Number of ayat: 26 ayat

Revealed in: Makkah

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that surahs were revealed upon the
Prophet (¥) either while he as in Makkah or Medina. Tell them the difference
between a Makkan and Medinian surah. Makkan surahs revolve around
establishing the faith (pillars of faith) / inner actions, while Medininan surahs

revolve around rules, regulations, halal/haram / outer actions.

Meaning of (acislel): The Overwhelming

Theme of the Surah: Reminder of the recompense of the good

doers and disbelievers.
LIl hi>g sl ez sxS331)

What is special about this surah? This surah is among the surahs
that Prophet Muhammad (%) would recite during the Friday
Prayer and in the Eid Prayer. The main catch of this surah is that it
starts by reminding us of the Day of Judgement and its horrors.
The people will be recompensed for their actions and will

separate into two groups. A group who will be the dwellers of

33




paradise, enjoying its delights. And the other group, inhabitants
of the hell fire, whose faces will be overcome by the fire. To
understand the depth of paradise and hellfire without seeing
them, Allah the Most Merciful explains the marvels of the creation
here (in this life). This will lead us to know for sure there is a Creator
behind this perfect Creation. Attachment to the Creator out of
Love and Magnification is the sole purpose of our living, thus it will

make it easy for us to believe in the hereafter.

Name of Surah is mentioned in which ayah: It is mentioned

only once in the first ayah.

Breakdown of the Surah:
e Ayat 1 to 7: The horrors of the Day of Judgement against
disbelievers

(02881 le doledll pos Jlonl)
e Ayat 8 to 16: The delights of the believers in Jannah
(@il 3 osindall pes)
e Ayat 17 to 20: From the manifestation of the Power of Allah
(alll 3538 sl (y0)
e Ayat 21- 26: Proof of the resurrection
(Edl g989 L))
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Note to Teacher: Allow the students to listen to the surah at least three times.
Before making them listen, inform them to look out for any recurring words.
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Names of Allah:  Allah (abI)

Repeated similar ayat:

S, <[ -7 P55
< A o 2 9> 9

#/ . ,-f”}}
- >
@«‘; P 09279

Note to Teacher: Tell the students the importance of having the names of
Allah mentioned. This means we will understand the Surah better when we

see which names of Allah are mentioned.

Actions of Allah:

ACTIONS OF ALLAH MEANING

Y] ES They are created
Cumd, It is raised
o They are erected
o It is spread out

Then He will punish him
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Other repeated words:

REPEATED WORDS MEANING

JI And aft (4 times)
S How (4 fimes)
38>5 Faces (2 times)
35483 That Day (2 times)
oié Spring (2 times)
35 Same roo.’r (;83)
e, So remind
3540 Reminder
502 _ % Same root (wice)

QA :
e Punish
ol Punishment

Observations of connections between repeated words
Aiogs 69>9:

e The above phrase means ‘faces on that day’. It has been
repeated to begin the description of both the groups on the
Day of Resurrection.

o The word s9>9 is plural for a>4 (face). It occurs 78 times in the

Qur’an in different derived forms.

e The meaning of the word 4>4 is something which is exterior, on
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the surface or front part.
Another meaning of the same word is expression, indication,

or manifestation.

The word 4> also means intention, purpose, goal, direction or

side.

Allah starts the description of the people with their faces. A
face of a person is something exterior, it is the most expressive
part of the body.

In this life, Allah created us for a purpose. Our goal in this life is
to reach Allah and attain His pleasure. Mankind is divided into
two groups, the ones who prepared in this in this life to attain
the pleasure of Allah, with good deeds and kindness towards
Allah’s creation. They were determined to reach their goal, and
it will be shown that glad tidings of achieving their goals on
their faces.

Those who did not do the above will be humiliated, laboring in
the torment of the Day of the Judgement. Their goal in this life
was not to attain the true pleasure, thus the sorrow of the
punishment will be shown on their faces.

From another aspect, they will be directed towards the

humiliation. The Arabic word 5&5 means to be humble,

humiliated, fearful, and broken. They did not humiliate

themselves in this life to Allah, which would have benefitted
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them, therefore on the Day of Judgement they will be made to
face this humiliation.

As we closely look into the surah, we will see the Surah begins
with informing about a very important pillar of Belief — Belief in
the Last Day - and the horrors and delights of it. We need to
believe in the given descriptions of the Day of Judgement in
order to be focused on our goal and be determined to remain

steadfast until we achieve our goal. And this is purely with the

help of Allah alone allL; 3l 38 3¢ Jo> 3
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Pillars of Faith

Note to Teacher: Extract the ayat which are related to the pillars of faith.
Then observe which pillar is being stressed the most. This gives an indication
of the theme of the Surah.

Belief in Allah (alb lesdl) — Actions of Allah (dugsJI)

Note: All the actions of Allah are mentioned in the passive
form.

Being created

17 Then do they not look at the camels C_,_ﬂ_.,, 2 gJ_,g| J| Qs)b-v NH|
- how they are created?

Being raised

18

Being erected

19 And at the mountains - how they are Earal a33 Jexl Jls
erected?

Being spread out

And at the earth - how it is spread L Lot ::_ ; JE _‘_
out? £

He will punish

24 | Then Allah will punish him with the ;JS‘SI ul.s.vJI AT e ’» T
greatest punishment.
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Belief in Allah (UL 4les3l) = Our Actions to Allah
(desl3)

To look at the creation of the

camels

Then do they not look at the camels Sl oS J‘_’” J! Okl Sl

17 ' _how they are created?

To look at the skies

Easl Gl el I

And at the sky - how it is raised?

18
To look at the mountains
19 And at the mountains - how they Siieal A8 Jl:.-aJI Jls

are erected?

20 And at the earth - how it is spread Eidads CAsS G553l Jls
out?
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Belief in the Messengers (Jw,JL olesdl)

Belief in the Messengers

1 | Hasthere reached you the report of g@;,&u 5‘_“,_\_.—, JGI Ja
the Overwhelming [event]?

21 So remind, [O Muhammad g]; you %312 ol lej_“;
are only a reminder.

Belief in the Last Day (L33 asdb olesdl)

Belief in the Last Day

1| Has there reached you the report of lg."bL;JI i”._\s JGi Ja
the Overwhelming [event]?

2 | [some] faces, that Day, will be azdl> 34583 8935
humbled,

3 Working [hard] and exhausted. i;_aﬁ alole

4 | They will [enter to] burn in an 205 156 L3
intensely hot Fire.

5 | They will be given drink from a ol yic be Lohs
boiling spring. :

é | For them there will be no food B35 (e §| 3k dg padl
except from a poisonous, thorny -
plant.
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Which neither nourishes nor avails
against hunger.

[Other] faces, that Day, will show
pleasure.

With their effort [they are] satisfied

In an elevated garden,

Wherein they will hear no unsuitable
speech.

Within it is a flowing spring.

Within it are couches raised high

And cups put in place

And cushions lined up

And carpets spread around.

Then Allah will punish him with the
greatest punishment.

Indeed, to Us is their return.

Then indeed, upon Us is their
account.

43




NS IO P 1] PO

Tafsir (sawdzil)

Word

Meaning

I

Ca
Ciy,

$%

*» KA 3

-0 ==

has there
This is one of the tools of questioning, known as
algaiwdl Bg9s>. When Allah is questioning here,

does it mean that He needs an answer? No. this
questioning style is for suspense in order to create
an eagerness to know more about the matter

being asked. Ja» is also used to magnify things.

come to you, the word _ii means to come with

ease. We have <> which also means to come but

with difficulty. The pronoun ‘Kaaf’ which is attached
here is to show it is addressing the Prophet
Muhammed (). Some of the scholars said since

the Qur'an is addressing the reader, indirectly it
also means the reader.

The narration

the overwhelming

They will be overwhelmed because of what
will happen on the Day of Judgement. This

overwhelming will take place over the entire

earth all at once.
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Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e The surah begins with Allah informing us about the horrible,
hard stations of the Day of Judgement, and how it will
overcome the creation by its horrors.

e We learn that the mankind will be recompensed for their
action. They will be separated into two groups; the people of
paradise and the people of hellfire.

e The people of paradise will be the ones who will be elevated
and honored by Allah for what they sent forth of their deeds in
this life.

e The people of hellfire will be disgraced and humiliated as the
recompense for their deeds in this life.

e Belief in the Day of Judgement and its horrors is one of the
pillars of the faith which is usually denied and not accepted
easily.

e The Day of Judgement has many names and one of the names
is mentioned in this surah. The other names of the Day of
Judgement are Al Qiyaamah, Al Aakhirah, As Saa’a, Youm al
Ba’'ath, Yaum al khurooj, al Qaariah, Yaum al Fasl, Yaum al
Hasra, Yaum al Hisaab, Al waaqiyah, Al Haaqgah, Yaum at

Talaaq, Yaum at Tanaad.
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How can one have relief on the Day of Judgement?

1. The intercession
When the distress of the people becomes intense, they will
search for a long tfime among those of high status for someone
to intercede for them with their Lord so that He may come to
pass judgement and the people may be relieved of the distress

and terrors of that gathering.

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students what an intercession means. It
means mediating for someone else to gain some benefits or ward off some
harm. The intercession can be divided into two major sections.

There are two important conditions for the intercession to be met. Firstly,
Allah must give permission to the intercessor to intercede, secondly, Allah
must approve of the intercessor.

Among the intercessions is that of Prophet Muhammed (#) which includes
the great intercession.

Other intercessions are of the angels, righteous people and the children
who die before reaching puberty who will intercede with Allah the Perfect
and the Most High. Finally, there is the intercession of Allah Who will remove
those from the hellfire to enter paradise and those in paradise to be
elevated to higher levels.

Once they are aware of this, clarify to them regarding certain beliefs and
practices of the people where they feel anyone can intercede on their
behalf. Thus, they elevate them in their life and rely on them without actually
making an effort to worship Allah in this life.

Therefore, we need to believe in the intercession with the right
understanding of the topic.

dl 3).!—: 48—);4.!‘7 dl é).é tC)LE.o\.y? C)..; ._\5)7 C).; ..,'_ ,LE 3).!—: SSLL.Q_AIJ:. " ljjf\; 4’).A.C— - dl C;.;I LZ.;:;.;
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Narrated Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him):
That the Messenger of Allah () said: "I am the chief of the

children of Adam on the Day of Judgement and | am not
boasting, and in my hand is the banner of praise and | am not
boasting, and there has been no Prophet since Adam or other
than him, except that he is under my banner. And | am the first for
whom the earth will split open, and | am not boasting." He said:
"The people will be frightened by three frights. So they will come
to Adam saying: 'You are our father Adam, so intercede for us
with your Lord.' So he says: 'l committed a sin for which | was
expelled to the earth, so go to Nuh.' So they will come to Nuh and
he will say: 'l supplicated against the people of the earth, so they
were destroyed. So go to Ibrahim.' So they will go to Ibrahim, and
he says: 'l lied three times." Then the Messenger of Allah (£8) said:
"He did not lie except defending Allah's religion." "So go to Musa.'
So they will come to Musa, and he will say: 'l took a life. So go to
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'Eisa. So they go to 'Eisa and he says: '| was worshiped besides
Allah. So go to Muhammad (#8)." He said: "So they will come to
me, and | will go to them." (One of the narrators) Ibn Ju'dan said:
"Anas said: 'It is as if | am looking at the Messenger of Allah (£8),
and he is saying: "So | will take hold of a ring of a gate of Paradise
to rattle it, and it will be said: 'Who is there?' It will be said:
'Muhammad.' They will open it for me, and welcome me saying,
'Welcome.' | will fall prostrate and Allah will inspire me with
statements of gratitude and praise and it will be said to me: 'Raise
your head, ask and you shall be given, intercede, and your
intercession shall be accepted, speak, and your saying shall be
heard.! And that is Al-Magam Al-Mahmud about which Allah
said: It may be that your Lord will raise you to Magaman-Mahmud
(17:79)." At Tirmidhi Book 47, Hadith 3441

2. The Mutawakkiloon

There will be people on the Day of Judgement who will not witness any
of the horrors of the Day and will not have any reckoning, who are
they? The mutawakkiloon. They are the ones who put their trust in Allah
alone for all of their affairs.

Note to the Teacher: Explain to the Students the meaning of the word
tawakkul.

It is an act of worship of the heart. Therefore, putting one’s trust in Allah is
not to be done with one’s limbs and body parts. Rather, it is found in the
heart. Tawakkul in Allah means: Entrusting one’s affairs to Him and relying
on Him in all matters and not turning to someone else for unseen support or
help. Tawakkul shouldn’t be mistaken with giving up your efforts thinking
that somehow your challenges will get resolved. Rather striving and working
with the attitude that Allah will take care of your affairs and will help you in
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getting through your trials. Thus, a person takes the means, but his heart is
totally relying on Allah and not the means.

The teachers can narrate the incident of Prophet Ibrahim (Ll adec), when

he was thrown into the fire. He had strong tawakkul in Allah and thereby
Allah ordered the fire to change its characteristics to be cool and safe for

Ibrahim (asludl aue).

B35 JE8 1 of aemad B5338 423 5l 032 5o Y 4G5I J6 . Lagic alll s .
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Narrated Ibn “Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him):
Allah's Messenger (£8) said, 'Nations were displayed before me;

one or two prophets would pass by along with a few followers. A
prophet would pass by accompanied by nobody. Then a big
crowd of people passed in front of me and | asked, Who are they
Are they my followers?" It was said, 'No. It is Moses and his
followers It was said to me, 'Look at the horizon." Behold! There
was a multitude of people filling the horizon. Then it was said to
me, 'Look there and there about the stretching sky! Behold! There
was a multitude filling the horizon,’ It was said to me, 'This is your
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nation out of whom seventy thousand shall enter Paradise without
reckoning.' "Then the Prophet (#8) entered his house without
telling his companions who they (the 70,000) were. So the people
started talking about the issue and said, "It is we who have
believed in Allah and followed His Messenger; therefore those
people are either ourselves or our children who are born m the
Islamic era, for we were born in the Pre-Islamic Period of
Ignorance." When the Prophet (¥) heard of that, he came out
and said. "Those people are those who do not treat themselves
with Ruqya, nor do they believe in bad or good omen (from birds
etc.) nor do they get themselves branded (Cavuterized). but they
put their trust (only) in their Lord " On that 'Ukasha bin Muhsin said.
"Am | one of them, O Allah's Messenger (£2)?' The Prophet (£§)
said, "Yes." Then another person got up and said, "Am | one of
them?" The Prophet (£8) said, 'Ukasha has anticipated you."

Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 5752

3. Protection of Allah under His shade

galsg Eain m J6 wluws e alll o 2,31 o2 aic dlll Gy B5i5h Ul 52 ool
S1as 48 255 b sste 3 a3 SLE5 038 3Uaf b Y I8 Y 37 alls 3 JUa5 2
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Narrated Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him):
The Prophet (¥) said, "Seven people will be shaded by Allah

under His shade on the day when there will be no shade except
His. They are: (1) a just ruler; (2) a young man who has been
brought up in the worship of Allah, (i.e. worship Allah (Alone)
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sincerely from his childhood), (3) a man whose heart is attached
to the mosque (who offers the five compulsory congregational
prayers in the mosque); (4) two persons who love each other only
for Allah's sake and they meet and part in Allah's cause only; (5)
a man who refuses the call of a charming woman of noble birth
for an illegal sexual intercourse with her and says: | am afraid of
Allah; (6) a person who practices charity so secretly that his left
hand does not know what his right hand has given (i.e. nobody
knows how much he has given in charity). (7) a person who
remembers Allah in seclusion and his eyes get flooded with
tears.” Sahih al-Bukhari, Hadith 1423

4. Seeking protection from Allah from the torment of the Day of

Judgement

¢<L1J|_u.cu.c‘o_\.:.:_cd|u.c¢k_9L>_,.u|d|u.c Ju|).,.u|u.c &459 Lu_\.>¢_\.a.>.owul.cLu_\.>
M-W|w-ox&mgw|)3k_l|dgl|)|ul5 PJ.,.dgd.‘l.cdl“ul.‘a \_7“"JIUI
"L_J_\L;.c 8M9| u.zu‘og.’g_bl.\.cu.;s‘q.e.l.”" Jls‘o.‘o.\&

It was narrated from 'Abdullah (may Allah be pleased him him) that:
Whenever the Prophet (&) went to his bed, he would put his hand -
meaning his right hand - beneath his cheek then say: "Allahumma qini
'‘adhabaka yawm tab'athu - [or: tajma'y] - 'ibadaka (O Allah, save me
from Your punishment on the Day when You resurrect - or gather - Your
slaves)." Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith 3877

iy § Gslals izl Zllal j| fell 52315 B § dsslall Fllal Jl &l
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Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "The Messenger of Allah,
may Allah bless him and grant him peace, did not omit saying the following
words in the morning and evening:

'O Allah, | ask you for well-being in this world and the Next. O

Allah, | ask you for forgiveness and well-being in my deen and in
this world and in my family and my property. O Allah, veil my
faults and calm my fears. O Allah, give me protection in front of
me and behind me, on my right and my left and above me. | seek
refuge by Your might from being overwhelmed from under me."™
Sunan Abi Dawud 5074, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih

How do we act on the ayah?

e Take the matter of Day of Judgement seriously.

e You need to believe in this life, to be secured from the horrors
of that day.

e Be grateful for the blessings of the Qur'an, as Allah informs us
clearly about the happenings of the day of Judgement.

e Be patient on the injustices done to us, as there is a day of
recompense which Allah has promised.

e Judgment belongs to Allah alone, this will make us not to judge
others in this life.

e Reliance on Allah alone in this life, will lead to salvation on the
day of Judgement.

e Fearing Allah in this life will save us from the fear on that Day.
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Qur’'an Recitation (3435)
Tajweed (13925)

Memorization (Lka-)

:JB plawsg ade dlll o Ll e Lagic dlll Gy poledl o3 9508 o3 dlll sae g
4T 55T sie cliliio 916 ds sl 3 555 s LS Jiss S5l 131 oLl colal JUay"

5
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

g, T L TS B
-y K ML el
Word Meaning
39.’>§ some faces
Aing3 that day
a.zwb will be humiliated (,in the hellfire)

The word d=ils

e It is from the root word (khasha’) zis which means to be

humble, submissive, sincere, and show reverence.

¢ We have a similar word from the same root, ie: khushoo’ which

is one of the requirements for the performance of salah. The

one who has this khushoo’ in the salah is a believer, as its one

of the most important characteristics of the believers. The

Arabic word mu'min (;eée) comes from the root i, which

means to be secure. So, the believer is secure from all the trials

and horrors of the hereafter. What made him get this security?

His khushoo' in this life while performing the acts of worship.

e As for the those who do not have this khushoo' in this life, they

will be forced to have it in the hereafter.



Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Allah is Al Qaadir Al Qadeer. He is All able and with His Might
and Power to make any feelings appear on the faces of the
individuals, and they will have no control over it.

e The first sign on the Day of Judgement will be shown on the face
of the person. He will be humiliated, submitting out of disgrace,
dishonor and shame.

e In life, there are two different kinds of people, those who
submit, humiliate themselves in front of Allah and believe in
unseen matters voluntarily. While, there are those who continue
to be stubborn, and refuse to submit to the unseen matters.

e What makes one humiliated in the hereafter? When one does
not submit to Allah, His commands, and His decrees out of
arrogance and pride. They ftransgress in sins and
disobedience, and this will surely cause humiliation on the Day
of Judgement.

e Shirk and kufr and will be the main reasons for humiliation on
the Day of Judgement.

e Another reason for humiliation is when we do not follow the
conditions of doing the deeds, which are the Sincerity (Ikhlas)

and Following the Messenger (&) (Ittiba’). The deeds that do not

meet the conditions will be nullified and rejected.
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e The most embarrassing situation in our life is when we are

exposed in front of people. The face cannot hide the feelings.
For example, you had an exam coming up, and you did not
take it seriously and therefore did not study for it. Then surely
you will be not able to answer the paper well. Imagine it's the
time of results and you are called to discuss the paper with your
parents. Since you are already aware of the consequences,
your face will show the humiliation and you will not be able to
hide it.

On the Day of Judgement, the humiliation of not doing well in
this life will be apparent on their faces, which will make it even
worse as they will be exposed in front of everyone.

Honor comes with submission and humiliating oneself to Allah.
The moment we submit in this life, we will see ourselves being
honored. On the other hand, disbelief and sins will bring about

disgrace both in this life and the hereafter.

How do we act on the ayah?

We need to worship Allah with Tawheed (Oneness of Allah in
our worship). This will bring us honour.

We need to fear and humiliate ourselves in front of Allah.
Protect our faces from humiliation on that Day by humbling in
front of Allah and making more prostrations. (i.e increase in
voluntary salah’s)

Stay away from arrogance and pride.
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Qur'an Recitation (3435)
Tajweed (s9x5)

Memorization (Lka>)

8. - o pss
M.L.d_,.l > 9> 9

Merging with
Ghunna

2 counts

1B pluws dele dlll Glo Ll e Lagic dlll by ol o9 950 53 dll sse Geo
Gl 55T sie cldliio 918 dsl 3 553 S LS Jiss Siols 131 oLl colad JUay”

SIIEr
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

Word Meaning
&Lglé laboring (hard in the worldly life by worshipping
others besides Allah)
a.;.._a 3 weary (in the Hereafter with humility and
disgrace)

e The word i.ol.? is from the root word a3 which means to be
exhausted, tired, exert one self, and work hard.

The word here is specifically related to the Day of Judgement. The
disbelievers and the hypocrites will be assigned the most difficult
jobs that will require from them the maximum level of hard work,
thus making them tired and exiremely exhausted. They will not
have any help or break from their work, but it will be a continuous

struggle.

°
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Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Firstly, we need to know Allah created mankind and the jinn for
a reason, which is to worship Him alone as mentioned in Surah
Adh Dhariyaat.

« Secondly, we need to know that our life from birth until we die
is a struggle in every stage. This is again mentioned in Surah Al
Balad. Whether it deals with education, parenting, workplace,
marriage, earnings, etc. Every stage needs a struggle from our
side and this is deserving as we are the only ones eligible for a
massive reward in the hereafter.

o After realizing the importance of working hard, still we find
people relaxing in this life, joking around, or involved in doing
deeds which may not be beneficial, then they deserve to face
the consequences on the Day of Judgement mentioned here.

e Allah is just to all so we negate all injustice from Him. For
example, we see some people who may not study well, and
end up in jobs that are not paid well, and require a lot of hard
physical labor. On the contrary, there are some people who
work hard during their early years, get good grades, go to
universities, and end up in jobs being paid well. Their jobs will
be relaxing and not exhausting them out. Our job in this life was
to believe in Allah and do good deeds, the believers will

succeed as they did their assigned job well, but the
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disbelievers and hypocrites who did not do job assigned to
them will be laboring in the torment, dragging the chains and
working exiremely hard on the Day of Judgement. And this is

out of His Wisdom and Justice.

How do we act on the ayah?

We need to believe and do good deeds.

Good deeds should fulfill the conditions of Ikhlaas and Ittiba’.
Increase in struggle of doing tasks for the sake of Allah in order
not to struggle on the Day of Judgement.

Any difficulties and struggles we face in this life should remind
us of the horrors of the Day of Judgement.

Be aware of the plots of shaitan as he may involve us in deeds

that may not be beneficial for us.

°
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SIIEr
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
LLAS they will enter
|=l3 the fire
ZJ.AB hot blazing

Notice the fire has been described by the word dwl>, which

means hot and with intense heat. The hellfire has been fueled

and heated from a very long time. Why has the fire been

described as 45 ?

e ltis said the fire will always be intensely heated, and this is the
least of its description. Imagine what could be the maximum
that could describe this fire. If we compare the fire of this life, it
can be put off easily, and thus the heat can be discontinued
unlike the fire of the Hell.

e This word also is used as a protection or guard to not cross over
the set boundaries. The boundaries set by Allah are His rules
and legislations, especially the Haram. We need to be cautious
and take preventive measure to not come close to the haram,
as there could be chances of falling into them. Just like the

shepherd has an area allotted to graze his flock of sheep, if he
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goes close to the fence/boundary, the sheep may wander into
the territory of others.
e It also points towards an intensified anger waiting to take

revenge.

To conclude, the ones who crossed the boundaries set by Allah

will have a fire which will be intensified to the maximum of its heat.

Taddabur (sss20)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Firstly, we need to know that Paradise and Hellfire are both
already created, and they will never finish or pass away.

o Their creation was before the rest of the creation. This points to
the extreme detailed knowledge of Allah, who is Al Lateef Al
Khabeer. He is aware of the consequences of the matters in
life. Allah knew the fact that there will be among His slaves
who will disbelieve, deny and transgress in this life, after the
truth comes to them, and they would be deserving the
punishment. Thus, out of His complete justice to recompense
them, He created for them a destination full of remorse and
misery. It's important to think good of Allah and never think He
is unjust. The slaves were unjust to themselves for disbelieving
in Allah though He gave them everything and gave them many

changes. They chose this path for themselves.
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« We need to know that the people who enter the hellfire will be
of two kinds. The first are those who will abide there in forever.
They are the ones who died upon Kufr and Shirk. The second
are believers who did not repent from their sins in this life so
they will be punished in the hellfire for a time being, till they are
purified and deserve to be taken out of it.

e« The heat of the hellfire is 70 times more than that of the fire
which we use in this life. Can we bear the pain of burns in this
life? No, then how do we expect bear the fire which will be 70
times more intensified. We ask Allah to protect us from the

hellfire.

« We need to think good about Allah, Ut ;BJI (ww> , when He

created this fire, it is surely just, and none of His actions fall into
the category of injustice. The hellfire is deserving to the ones
who will be thrown into it, as they themselves will agree, and
submit to their wrong actions before falling into it. This is the
justice of Allah to account the people for their deeds, making
them to realize their wrong actions before they are taken to the
hellfire.

« We will never find perfect justice in this life. Sometimes the
person is either punished for not having done anything wrong,
or he may be over punished for some sins. And to Allah belongs
the best example, the punishment would exactly tally the

amount of sins, He will not be punished more or less.
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How can we save ourselves from the hellfire? We all want

protection from the hell fire, and out of Allah’s complete Mercy

He has guided us to know deeds that can prevent us from falling

into the fire.

1.

o 0 A w N

Believing in Allah and His Messenger (&)
Being merciful to others

Praying regularly

Voluntary fasting

Giving charity

. Seeking protection from the hellfire

How do we act on the ayah?

e Think good of Allah for the hellfire is a creation of Allah.

e Seek protection from the hellfire.

B 5o &l 3ol &iadl il GI ZgD
Wl Oe Ay d9clg 43 gif‘-@u

Allaahumma ‘innee ‘as’alukal-jannata wa ‘a’oothu bika minan-naar

e We need to be very cautious of not falling into any types of

Shirk, whether major or minor.

e We need to increase in asking forgiveness, and not ascribe

purity to ourselves for being born Muslims and will not enter the

hellfire.

e Increase in doing the deeds that will take us away from the

hellfire.
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e
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (seesédl)

Word Meaning
L,-g-&'-"{ They will be given to drink
Q-E-E :)-e from a spring,

&l boiling

One of the miracles of the Qur’an is to have a word with the same
lefters, but has two opposite meanings. 4zl is a feminine doer, the

masculine word of it is oI, and it is used as description for the

spring with which the people of the hellfire will drink from. The
spring is exiremely hot, similar to boiling water at high
temperatures. And this water would be a forced drink for the
people who will abide therein.

The second meaning, &l is an irregular plural, and its singular is
<ii, which are the containers for food. The word is used to describe

the delights of the people of Paradise who will be served food in
in containers of gold and silver.

Notice the name of the surah is Al Ghashiyah (which means
overwhelming and something that covers). We already spoke
about the fire covering the faces of disbelievers and now the
boiling water will cover their faces. May Allah protect us from the
fire.
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Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e The next two ayahs will explain the drink and food of the
people of the hellfire.

e Imagine to be in one of those summer days where the
temperature has reached its higher and you are returning from
school. Facing the heat and the tiredness after a whole day at
school, what do you expect to be served at this time? A nice
cold drink of water or a lemonade to quench your thirst.

It is said the people of hellfire, due to the hard labor, and the
extreme heat of the fire,will be very thirsty. They will beg for
water, but will it be given to them easily? No, when their thirst
will be unbearable, the water will be given to them, but how
will it be? When this water comes close to their faces, it will burn
their faces, and their flesh will melt. And when it enters their
stomachs and intestines, it will cut them so they will not benefit

from it at all.

« We need to believe that Allah is All Able and we should never
think bad of Allah; He never wrongs His slaves. Those who
disbelieved chose the path of the hellfire themselves. They
were given chances again and again, but turned away and

covered the truth.
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« We may ask, how it is possible to have a spring in the hellfire?
For this we need to first believe in whatever Allah informs us
about matters of the unseen. It is not befitting for us to question
“how?” For example, when the doctor prescribes us
medication, he knows the required does so we do not need to
argue or give our opinions. We just take the given dose to feel
better. Similarly, Allah is The Most Subtle, the All Aware, He will
bring matters of unseen in doses which we are able to handle.
All the news mentioned about the hellfire and the paradise will
be sent in stages for us to easily believe in it, therefore leaving
no room for doubt.

o« We see the immense Mercy of Allah by informing us the state
of the hereafter especially relating to our drink. We have
something tangible and we enjoy it in our lives, but how would
it be for the people of the hellfire? This will motivate us to do
believe and do righteous good deeds and not fall into shirk or
kufr.

« We can easily take water for granted in our lives. The water
content on this earth is more than land. The earth is 70%
covered with water. When we are informed about the people
in the hellfire who were deprived of water initially and then
given with difficulty, it will make us to thank Allah for this
blessing of water in this life. We should be grateful we can drink

whenever we want, without being stopped or deprived of it.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We need to seek refuge from the punishments of the hellfire.
We need to believe in the unseen as if we are seeing it from the
eyes of our heart.

When we feel the fire as a result of our belief, then we will surely
make dua to seek refuge from it.

We need to stay away from the deeds that will lead us to the
hellfire.

Be grateful to Allah for the blessing of the water, and that it’s

made available with ease to quench our thirst.
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45
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)
@tﬂw f ! ;1;;‘

Word Meaning

07-'-.5 No

1‘; b fo"éj food will there be for them
! except

&3“—’ ) thorny plants

Taddabur (s9s0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah created us and He provides for us. There is no creation on
this earth and the heavens but Allah has decreed its provisions
to reach them.

o One of the many provisions of this life is food and drink. All the
creation has been blessed with the ease of having food, either
grown from the earth, or from the caitle which has been
subjected to us, or the fish in the seas and rivers.

o There are two types of benefits gained from food, to satisfy
one’s appetite, thereby removing the pain of hunger, and to

nourish the body against weakness.
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This is the immense blessing of Allah which we are heedless
about and therefore not grateful. The people of Quraysh had
two great blessings during their time. Firstly, Allah had made
their travels easier due to which they were blessed with a lot of
provision. As a result, they were protected from hunger.
Secondly, they had security from their enemies, so they had no
fear. This required them to be grateful. Any blessings of this life
require extreme gratefulness from us. How can we be grateful?
Firstly, we attribute the blessings and favors to Allah alone, and
then speak about them with our tongue, and lastly, use them
to send forth good deeds and not use them in a sin.

When do we realize the blessings? When they are taken away
from us, or when we hear about another people’s misfortune.
Allah is informing us about the punishments of the hellfire, and
specifically food which we can relate to. Food has its own
benefits, delights and enjoyment, but when we hear about how
the people of the hellfire will find the same food as a horror,
punishment, and being unbearable, then it will make us
cavution in this life. How? To take every precavution to stay away
from the punishments of the hellfire.

It is said the people of the hellfire will be hungry and they will
go in search of food, but they will not be able to find anything
except the thorny plant. They will try to look for some food in
it, but will be poked with its thorns. That’'s why Allah did not
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inform us they will eat it, but rather eat ‘from’ it. Imagine the
difficulty they will have to go through to get some food to
reduce their hunger pangs. This makes us to ask ourselves, “is
it worth it to commiit shirk, kufr, and disobediences in our lives?
Does it suit us to be arrogant and proud of ourselves or our

achievements?”

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to be grateful for the blessings of food.

Do not waste the food or make comments when you eat. If you
do not like the food then leave it without complaining or
passing a comment. This was the practice of our beloved
Prophet Muhammed ().

e Make dua to be protected from kufr, shirk, and bid’ah. If you
are not involved in these sins, do not attribute any goodness to
yourself. It is Allah Who is protecting us from falling into these

sins.
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e
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Ao G G
(O F IOy

Word Meaning

E,.g.;hé ; Which will neither nourish
?._2.;3 d9 nor avail

&9.’> Y. against hunger
Taddabur (sss2)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

Every food we take in this life has two essential functions, firstly,
to benefit and nourish our bodies, secondly also to satisfy our
hunger.

Anything that does not suit our body or makes us sick or we do
not like the taste of it then we would stop eating it. But the
disbelievers will continue to eat this food, even though it may
not add any nourishment or satisfy their hunger. This will add to
their humiliation.

In this life, we may see poor children who may not have eaten
for days, find some left over food near the garbage bins and
would eat that rotten food, which may not give them any
benefit. If we think what actually makes them go to this extent?

It's the hunger.
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o The food we eat should benefit our body. But there is something
else which needs food as well. This is the soul. We are made up
of soul and body. And both need to be taken care of and fed.

e The body gets its nourishment through food and drink that will
make it develop and grow. While the soul needs to develop
and grow, but how? The food for the soul is knowledge (the
Qur'an and the Sunnah). Once it is fed with the right dose of
knowledge then it will help the body to function better and
bring out the most beautiful deeds pleasing to Allah, these
deeds can be deeds of the heart, tongue or limbs.

« Now imagine if the person has not fed his soul with the right
food, then he will be among those who are spoken about in the
ayah. They did not look after their soul in this life, it was not
nourished well nor was its hunger satisfied thus the disbeliever
will have to face the consequences on the Day of Judgement.

o Allahis At Tayyib and does not accept what's Tayyib (pure). In
our life, we are commanded to eat Tayyib and halal food.
When we do this, we will be able to produce good deeds.
Anything that is not Tayyib will have some effects on our body,
sooner or later. Therefore, we should try our best to include

foods that are tayyib.
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How do we act on the ayah?

o Eat halal and tayyib food, this will benefit us, give us good
nutrition and satisfy our hunger.

o Be grateful for all the blessings of food, even if you do not desire
them.

o Ask Allah to bless us with good food that is halal and tayyib.

« When we eat right then we will be able to produce the right

deeds.

()
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85
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sasdzil)
B, . -
Waeb i 25553

Word Meaning

39.’>§ (Other) faces,
35493 that Day
3.54_:[? will be joyful

The surah now starts with the description of other on the Day of

Judgement. The word dac means soft, ease and relaxed.

It also refers to the face when given a gift.

Notice here the word iisg; is repeated to emphasize that it is on

that Day these faces will be relaxed, in softness, and ease.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o« On the Day of Judgement, the people of paradise will have
their faces joyful and glittering with light.
How did they get this softness and joy on their faces? What did
they do in this life to have their faces relaxed and glowing?
They put in a lot of hard work in this life for the sake of Allah and
faced all the difficulties in the path to reach Allah. Their
exhaustion was in the right direction which paid off on the Day

of Judgement.

°
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Now in this life, if we are constantly working, what do our faces
show? It will show tiredness with dark circles around our eyes,
and the ones around us will be able to see that. Now suppose
we take a break or go for a vacation; it lessens the burden and
brings back the glow to our faces. This is all because our hearts
were resting during the break and that appears as glow onto
our faces.

On the Day of Judgement what else make these faces, soft and
relaxed? I's the sound heart that will have an effect on the
face. These sound hearts are the ones that longed to do the
deeds for the pleasure of Allah in this life, the hearts that put
their complete trust in their Lord throughout all their affairs, the
hearts whose movements were far ahead the movements of
their limbs.

We will see that if one is tired and exhausted, he will not be
able to work anymore so we take the load of work off him.
While the ones who wake up fresh and bright faces, we assign
them jobs and expect them to work. If we compare the scene
on the Day of Judgement, the disbelievers who will be
exhausted and humiliated will be made to work hard and this
will continue forever after their resurrection. On the other hand,
the believers will be relaxed and will no longer need to work
after their resurrection. Their lives will be only ease and

relaxation in Paradise.
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How do we act on the ayah?

o Ask Allah to make us among the joyous ones on the Day of
Judgement.

« We should do deeds that will bring the glow to our faces such

as giyam al layl and learning the hadiths of the Prophet ().

e Protect your seeing and hearing because this will help us to

have a sound heart.

Note to Teacher: Discuss some deeds that can make the faces glow on the

Day of Judgement.
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"5
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (seesédl)

-”'f o s

Lozblpad

Word Meaning

gzl with their endeavor
b

duoly pleased

The word as sa’ee means to walk fast.

It also is used to refer to when one is busy working on a task
and is concerned about its completion.

This verse is telling us these people will be content with the
efforts they had made in this life. The energy and the effort they

put in this life for their deeds is shown by the word sa’ee.

The word 3.5..;5 is fo be pleased, glad and content. But notice

there is a laam which preceded the word sa’ee, this will imply
the believer will be happy with himself for performing good
deeds, and he will be happy for being provided the
opportunities to please Allah. So he will feel honored to have

been given the position to serve Allah in this life.

100



Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« We learnthe people of paradise will have their faces joyful and
glittering with light. They will feel the greatest satisfaction to
their deeds preserved and multiplied as a result of the effort
they put in this life.

« What efforts did they do to get this contentment in the
hereafter? The efforts of these people vary, starting from their
prayers and purification, to the remembrance of their Lord, the
efforts they put in to protect themselves and their families from
the haram, the efforts they made to spread the religion and to
defend its integrity, the efforts to support the weak and the
oppressed in the society. All of these efforts and many more,
made them be pleased and satisfied on the Day of Judgement.

« Knowing Allah al Haadi. We may wonder what made them do
all these deeds and keep up with them until the end of their
lives. For sure, without Allah Al Haadi The One Who guides they
would not have been able to accomplish their tasks in life.

e Allah Al Haadi is the One Who guides us to the truth and averts
all the evils that can distract us from our goals. The guidance
of Allah is the main backbone to all success in our life. Without
guidance, we would not have been able to be on the right path

in the first place. Allah Al Haadi guides us to know the truth
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through the Qur'an and Sunnah. Then He guides us to act upon
the knowledge, thus be steadfast on the path of Allah that will
make us to reach paradise.

o Did they make an effort for their worldly life? Yes they did, but
after seeing their reward on the Day of Judgement they will
wish they had not occupied themselves with any other worldly
projects in this life.

o« What's our reality? Often we have to force ourselves to strive
in doing good deeds and working for the hereafter. On the
other hand, deeds for the worldly life come easy. We never
think twice about spending our money in shopping or
expensive restaurants, etc, but we think twice before investing
time and effort in attending lectures, or fundraising events, or
charity. This is very common as the life of the hereafter is
unseen and it is difficult to motivate people for it, whereas
immediate rewards which the people can see in the life makes

them struggle more towards it.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to struggle in the path of Allah.

o If we are doing good deeds, we should not be proud of
ourselves, but hope from Allah to have them accepted.

« We need to ask Allah to guide us in our life and to do the best

deeds that are beloved to Him.
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s
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

Word Meaning
FES in Paradise
{LE.! le lofty

« After describing the torture of the disbelievers in the hellfire,
Allah is describing the blessings for the believers. On top of the
contentment, we will see they will have blessings one after the

other.

« 4Jlc means something that is elevate, or in a high status.

e Paradise is high in both its location and status. The highest of
the highs, its houses are lofty with rooms constructed above
one another from which the people can overlook what Allah

has prepared for them in their honor.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Inlife, what are the best views we tend to enjoy? The views that
are found at high points like hilltops or the top of buildings.
When we go for a hotel stay, we always try to book a room that
is as high as possible to get the best possible view. Similarly, if

one wants to purchase a property, the houses with stunning
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views, or high up are more expensive than the rest. This is here,
so what about the hereafter?

« We need to know whatever description is given in the Qur'an
and Sunnah about paradise, it is beyond what our minds can
imagine.

As it is mentioned in the Hadith Qudsi:
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Narrated Abu Huraira (may Allah be pleased with him):

Jl o . dic all

1o

The Prophet (£) said, "Allah said, "I have prepared for My
righteous slaves (such excellent things) as no eye has ever seen,
nor an ear has ever heard nor a human heart can ever think of.""
Sahih al-Bukhari 7498

o The Messenger of Allah (&) has taught us to ask Al Firdaus Al

‘Ala which is the highest level in paradise. In a hadith it is said:
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'Ubadah bin As-Samit narrated that the Messenger of Allah ()

said:"In Paradise, there are a hundred levels, what is between
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every two levels is like what is between the heavens and the

earth. Al-Firdaus is in highest level, and from it the four rivers of

Paradise are made to flow forth. So when you ask Allah, ask Him

for Al-Firdaus." Jami at Tirmidhi Hadith 2723

« Fromthe above hadith, we know that Paradise is very high, with
many levels. The highest level in paradise is Al Firdaus. Firdaus
is under the Throne of Allah. The people of Firdaus will look at
Allah day and night. Other levels may only look at Allah once
a year or once a month, or once a week or day. All the rivers
will gush forth from al Firdaus. What a delight and pleasure to
the eyes. But now, will everyone be able to reach to this level?
Who will be the blessed ones to be in that level of Paradise?

o Firstly, we should remind ourselves, that its only through the
help of Allah in this life which will make it easy for us to reach
to that lofty place. Along with this, we need to rely on Allah

alone to guide us to the deeds that will take us there.
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How do we act on the ayah?

o« We should ask Allah to grant us al Firdaus.

e« Do not depend on our deeds to take is to Paradise, it is only the
Mercy of Allah that will help us enter Paradise.

e« Make dua to Allah to guide us to the deeds that will help us to
reach these lofty gardens without much struggle.

« Have good manners, Our Prophet Muhammed (&) was on top

of the best manners. And one of the ways to attain the best

place in paradise is by having good manners.
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"5
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexssl)

Word Meaning

3o é&w} p! where they shall neither

b harmful speech nor falsehood

t 4\
£3 N
\ *

e The word aﬂ.cs comes from the root word (92J) which means,

unintentional, thoughtless utterances, vain talk that will not give
us any benefit or harm.

o After describing the faces of the people of paradise, and
paradise itself, now Allah describes the environment of this lofty
paradise. There will be none who will hear any word of false or

vile speech, let alone forbidden speech.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah has bestowed upon us many favors and blessings, one of
the favors we have with us is the sense of hearing and seeing.
They are the main source of being guided in our life. When we
hear what Allah wants us to hear, and see what Allah wants us
to see then the ayat of Allah will reach our hearts, and we will

be guided to the right actions and speech. But when our
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hearing and seeing are not according to what Allah wants then
we will be involved in speech and actions that are either
forbidden or they are vain and of no value.

Now, how do we check whether what action we do or
uiterances we speak are under laghuw or not.

Ask yourself two things, will this benefit us in this world and the
hereafter? Or is there anything more beneficial we can do?
For example, useless conversations over the phone to Kkill
boredom, or meeting people just to have chit chats, spending
hours on the iPad, facebook, chat sessions, or watching
comedy shows that make people laugh all come under
laghuw.

The worst part of this laghuw is that it often leads to sins of
various types, such backbiting, lying, foul talk etc.

So if we ask ourselves the above two questions we can really
make the most of our life.

It is said that playing with one’s children, or spending time with
one’s spouse or animal is not considered laghuw.

Sometimes laghuw talks can make us sad and depressed, thus
taking away the pleasures and joy from us. Don’t you think we
all enjoy an environment that is free from such talks which can
cause disturbances, and ill feelings in our hearts. The fact is that
in this life we cannot guarantee this environment, as this is a

place of test for the believers, all we need to do is deal with the
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matter in a very honorable way. The slaves of the Most Merciful,
when they walk among the people who are involved in
laghuw, how do they pass by them? With honor and without
making any scene.

« The above ayah negates this laghuw from the people of
Paradise. Rather their speech will be righteously good and
beneficial concerning the remembrance of Allah, and how He
bestowed upon them His favors, and filled them with good
manners. All of this is a delight to the hearts and comfort to the
chest.

« When one stays away from vain talks, it will help him to
concentrate more on his prayers and perform the obligatory

duties towards the people.

How do we act on the ayah?

e Refrain from vain talks.

e Do not be proud and put down others when they are involved
in vain talks and you are not.

o Apply the hadith, if we want to be a believer then we must
make sure we speak good or remain silent. This will help us
indirectly to not be involved in laghuw.

e Leave what does not concern us, this is the best of the human

character.

Note to Teacher: Stress on the importance of speaking good or remaining

silent.
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85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.”

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

Word Meaning
it gud Therein will be a spring
35 )L’? running

After mentioning the absence of laghuw, the description of
lofty gardens continues. We learn there will be flowing springs
and they will gush out and flow however and wherever the
dwellers of paradise wish.

The word jaariyah (iggL‘?) means something which is flowing

and not stagnant, referring to water. It also means a female
slave girl. These springs will have characteristics of being under
the control of the dwellers of paradise.

Taddabur (sss210)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The description combines a sense of quenching thirst, with
beauty of movement and flow. Running water gives a sense

of liveliness and youth. It is pleasant to the eye and the mind.

e In paradise there are many springs that will provide drinks of
different taste. The first one mentioned is the spring of Kafoor,

this will be given to the ‘muqgarraboon’ (those who will be close
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to Allah), it is pure and non-diluted. While the pious will drink
from it mixed with something else.

The other springs mentioned in the Qur'an are the spring of
Tasneem, and spring of Salsabeel ( which could be the same
as kafoor).

What a delight for the dwellers of paradise, they will reside in
the lofty gardens and witness the springs that will be
continuously flowing. Now imagine in this life to own houses in
high areas and to make water fountains outside our homes, it
will definitely cost us a fortune. Subhan Allah for the springs of
paradise, they are cost free and never cut off. They only require
sincerity in belief in Allah and doing good deeds while

following the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet Muhammed ().

The companions at the time never withessed any springs or
rivers, as they lived in deserts. But they had strong faith in Allah
that without any hesitation or doubts they believed in the
springs of paradise. This clearly tells their position with Allah
and what makes the early generations to be closer to Allah. It
is their believe in the unseen without any doubts. As for us,
since we have witnessed many springs in our daily life, and
have seen images of it, it should not be difficult to believe in

this ayah.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e When we see the springs of this life, it should remind us about
the real and everlasting springs in paradise.

e We need to believe in the unseen and do righteous good
deeds.

o Praise Allah and glorify Him when we see such springs as they

bring happiness to our eyes.

Note to Teacher: Ask the students to express their feelings when they see

the springs and fountains.
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385
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

f’J.‘ 3 v
Word Meaning
s Lge9 Therein will be thrones
259932 raised high

After the description of the springs in paradise, Allah describes
the sitting area of the people of paradise.

e The word surur (3i&) is the plural of the word ‘sareer’. It is a

couch that one can sit or recline on. It is also used for a sofa or
bed.

e The word marfoo’ah (359532) implies that someone has raised it

high. It means the couches will be tailormade and elevated for
the believers. Have we wondered why the couches are
raised/elevated? It is said to allow the righteous to see all of
their surroundings, enjoy the breathtaking sceneries and find
great pleasure in them.

¢ In this life we also see people in important positions and job
who have seats slightly higher than everyone else. These
people no doubt have worked harder in this life and are

eligible for the higher jobs. Now we will understand why people
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in paradise get the raised positions in their couches. It was due

to their hard work and sa’ee which they did in this life.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

* In the traditional Arabic culture, people sat on the floor. This
was because of the nomadic lifestyle they originally had the
people were always on the move. For this reason, they would
sit on the floor as it was not feasible to carry a couch around.

* These days, some people still sit on the floor despite having
couches as a part of their tradition. However, those who were
wealthy and lived in homes during the olden days, were able
to have couches and this was the indication of their stability.

 Why are the couches explained in paradise? This is to show the
stability in paradise. Their stay in paradise will be forever and
there will be no fear of loss, unlike the life of this world. We may
spend a lot of money and get the best couches into our home
to have a relaxed life, but it will eventually leave us or we will
leave it.

* Having the best of luxurious couches and best of homes in the
high locations should not make us heedless of our main
purpose in life. We need to remember Allah is the Provider, He
is Ar Razzaq for all the creation. His provision will extend to the
believers and the disbelievers in this life. This will stop our minds
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from even thinking of the fact that we have any say or power
to own any provision, let alone any luxury. We need to feel we
are drowning in the provisions provided by Allah Ar Razzaq. If
Allah did not bestow us with His Rizq then we would not have
survived in this life. So all favors and blessings belong to Allah
alone.

When a believer sees the blessings, there is a tiny moment of
appreciation in his heart which none can see or witness it. Allah
is As Shakir As Shakoor, He will appreciate the little moments
of our heart and reward us for it abundantly. So never put down
any good thought that comes, even if it is a very tiny good
deed. He will appreciate it, multiply it and increase it. This
should motivate us to do the maximum of our ability and leave

it to Allah for its acceptance.
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How do we act on the ayah?
e Don’'t be carried away by the luxury of this life for there is
paradise which is more luxurious and ever-lasting.

e When we see the delights of this duniya, we should say the dua:
s 3] Siee 3 gl JB (aluws dgle Al Gho (il ol dic Al by ¢ puil e
((aede 3430)) "853

Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (&)

said: "O Allah, there is no true life but the life of the Hereafter".
Riyadh As Saliheen, Al-Bukhari and Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 460

e Do not belittle any small deeds even if its meeting your brother
with a cheerful face.
e Simple acts like glorifying and praising Allah which are light on

our tongues, will be heavy on the scales and beloved to Allah.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.”

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
OlsS s And cups
Y s
dc 9090 set in place

e The Arabic word Kawb means a cup that does not have
handles. They are large glasses that are thin and slender from
the bottom and wide at the top.

e The word ‘mawdoo’ah’ which is a noun and comes from the
root word go9 means to be placed down. The word
mawdoo‘ah implies that when you drink from it, another drink
is placed. And when you drink from that, another is placed.
They are continuously placed for you to drink from.

e The cups will be filled with different types of tasty drinks placed

within their reach, ready for them to take.

Taddabur (sss20)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e In our lives, how are cups placed for us? We have different
scenarios depending on who is being served. If we have an

important guest, then we make sure the cups are placed in

oo e
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front of them, and the drinks are served according to what they
request.

If they are not important guests, then we can see the cups and
the drinks are arranged on the table and the guest serve
themselves by pouring the drink.

Subhan Allah, in Paradise, the cups will be filled with different
types of tasty drinks, placed within their reach, ready for them
to take. The cups will be under their command and according
to their preference, served by young servants of everlasting
youth. What an honor!

Have you ever felt what it would be like to be continuously
served, the right amount you desire, and your favourite drink?
This is a high level of luxury which only the people of Paradise
would be provided.

In this life, we have been prohibited to eat and drink from
vessels of gold and silver. If we control our desires and refrain
from it, then we will be rewarded with much better utensils
which will be made of gold and silver in paradise.

Similarly, wine has been prohibited for us in this life, but the
people of Paradise will be served wine. How? The wine of the
Hereafter is good, and does not cause any intoxication or
harm. As for the wine of this world, it is harmful, causes

infoxication and causes problems between the people.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e Whenever we are served a drink in the hotels and restaurants,
it should remind us how will the drink will be placed in Paradise.

e We need to make dua to Allah to be among the
‘mugarraboon’.

e Control our desires from forbidden drinks in this life in order to

be blessed with pure drinks in the hereafter.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
@)L&Sé And cushions
d998.04 set in rows

The word ‘namaariq’ is plural for ‘numruqah’ which refers to a
pillow or a cushion that is placed on the bed or sofa to recline
against, usually for relaxing.

How will they be placed? It is said the word ‘masfoofah’
denotes there are nhumerous cushions arranged in rows upon

rows for the people of Paradise.

Taddabur (1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

It is said that the cushions of Paradise will be made of silk with
gold embroidery. These cushions will be arranged in rows, so
they can sit and recline on them, they will not have to arrange
and set the cushions by themselves.

In life, we need to manually place our cushions to be in rows.
Thus a continuous effort must be made. While the people of
Paradise will not have to make any effort from their side. This

makes us long for Paradise, where every detail of luxury and
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care has been taken into consideration, thus motivating us to
do deeds that will take us to paradise.

e In this life, when do we see people silling in couches with
pillows arranged? This could be for some meetings, or a
gathering. And we see these gatherings may have vain talks,
or sins. But the gatherings of the paradise will be pure from all
vain talk and sins. There will only be Praises and Glorification of
Allah, greeting each other with peace, and remembering

Allah’s nurturing and care to take them to paradise.

How do we act on the ayah?

o Always ask Allah for His favors and blessings in this life and the
hereafter.

« When seeing items beautifully arranged and organized,

remember how it will be in paradise.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite."

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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231555 And rich carpets
digiin spread out

e The word ‘zaraabiyu’ is the plural for the word ‘zaribah’ which
means piled up lush carpets made of high quality, delicate
fibers.

e In paradise, it is said they will be spread out for the people to
sit on. The word ‘mabthoothah’ comes from the word <o which
means to be spread as far as the eyes can see. Another
meaning of it is to be to spread here and there for the people

to sit on it.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e The above description is very common in our lives. Nearly all
homes have carpets spread out either out of necessity or to
give an exira décor to the room. We have seen this luxury in
this life, and therefore, it should not be difficult for us to believe

in this.
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e The kind of rugs/carpets which the ayah explains is of
extremely high quality. Throughout history we can find that the
most expensive rugs are those that are either hand woven or
have an origin from certain countries. Even if people invest in
these expensive carpets, they will make sure they are not
spread everywhere except exclusive places for certain
occasions.

e However, the best quality carpets/rugs in Paradise will be
spread everywhere, as far as eyes can see.

e This is a great sign for us that whatever we desire and struggle
to run after in this life, will be very easily available in the
hereafter.

e Thereal beneficial struggle is the one done for the sake of Allah
and to reach His pleasure. Whereas the struggle for the
provisions and luxury of this life which have already been
decreed, area waste of fime and will be a regret on the Day of
Judgement. This again does not mean one does not take the
means to have livelihood, but it is to not prefer this life over the

hereafter.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e When we invest in any luxurious carpets, it should remind us
that in Paradise the most exclusive carpets will be spread for
the people of Paradise.

e We need to be motivated to do good deeds, stay away from
the sins, as this can deprive us from enjoying the delights of
Paradise.

e Increase in faith, as these delights, were not seen by the
Companions yet they believed. For us, we have seen them in
our lives so this should increase us more about believing in the

hereafter.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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O 9)’&2 look

to the camels

Caals ads how they are created ?

o After the account of the Hereafter, the subject of the surah
changes. Allah now refers to the present world to show His
power and perfect planning of the creation.

o This is fo encourage those who disbelieve to contemplate the
wonderful creation of camels, how Allah subjected and tamed
them for the service of the slaves, and the many benefits which
they provide.

e« The word ‘ibil' means a camel. There are other words in the

Arabic language used for a camel too.

We have Jo>, 430, ;=

The word ibil ((s]) is the most general word in Arabic.
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The verb ‘yandhuroona’ comes from ,Ls. The disbelievers who did

not believe in the unseen matters about the Day of Judgement,

Allah approaches them by asking them ‘to look’. The word itself

means not a common way of seeing, but observing, along with

thinking and considering. What should they look at?

Firstly, the creation of the camel, then the sky, the mountains,
and lastly the earth. All of these four matters are something
they can relate to, so this should make them realize Who is their

Creator and what they should do in their life.

INTERESTING CAMEL FACTS:

Camels are vunique-looking creatures that are easily
recognized because of their humps. They live in the desert
areas of Africa and Asia. There are 2 types of camel:
Dromedary, which has one hump, and Bactrian, which has two
humps.

Camels canreach 7 feet in height (at the hump) and weigh up
to 1500 pounds.

They are specially adapted to the life in desert. Their eyes have
three eyelids and two rows of eyelashes that prevent sand to
enter their eyes.

Camel's ears are furry. Hairs keep the sand and dust away from
their ears. Besides ears and eyes, their nostrils prevent the sand

from entering by closing in between two breaths.
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Camel can move easily across the sand because of its
specially designed feet. Camel's foot consists of two toes that
spread when animal touches the ground and prevents sinking
in the sand.

Camels are mostly famous for their humps. Most people
believe that humps store water, but they actually store fat,
which the camel uses as a source of energy when other food
sources are not available.

Camel can survive without food and water for a long period of
time. Most mammals would die if they lose 15% of their water,
but camels can lose of 20-25% water without becoming
dehydrated.

When they find water, they will drink as much as possible. They
can drink up to 40 gallons of water at once.

Camel's milk is rich in iron, vitamins and minerals and it is
healthier than cow's milk because it contains less fat.

Camels can run 40 miles per hour.

When they are provoked, they spit greenish substance from
their stomach. Also, they can use all four legs to kick their
opponent in self-defense.

Camel needs to retain as much water as possible in its body,
so it produces urine that is dense as syrup and feces that is so

dry, that it can be used as a fuel.
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e Camels were used in numerous wars (especially in desert
areas) in the past because of their ability to travel long
distances without water and food, because they can carry
supplies and because they can be consumed when they
become old or weak (camel's meat is used for food and fur for
clothing).

e Pregnancy in camel lasts from 9-14 months, depending on the
availability of food. They have one calf and it can start running
a few hours after it is born.

e Camels live 40-50 years.
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Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?
o Here the first question is asked, but in the passive form and

starting with i. When Allah starts with a question it does not

mean Allah wants an answer from us. With a question it gets
people’s attention and makes people think.

o Allah is asking us to look closely at the camel and consider
how it was created. Thus, we need to observe this creation. It
will strengthen our belief in the Oneness of His actions, ie Ar
Ruboobiyah.

o The camel was the most important animal for the Arabs. It was
their means of transport, and to carry their load and
belongings. It also nourished them with food and drink. From its
hair and skin, they made their clothes and tents. The camel is
unique among all animals. Despite its strength, size and firm
build, it is not wild. Even a young boy can manage it. It gives
man a great service and at the same time, it is inexpensive to
keep, and its food is easy to find. Moreover, it is the only animal
to endure hunger, thirst, hard work and poor conditions.

o The eyes of the camel have long eyelashes to protect its eyes
from sand and sandstorms. The ears and nose are very tiny to
prevent any sand entering them. You will not find sand in a

camel’s ears or nose.
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o« So the disbelievers are asked to ponder how the camel is
made. This does not require them to undertake any difficult
task. Camels were a part of their life, and they only needed to
look and consider how they were made most suitable for their
role. How their shape and build filted perfectly with their
environment and function. Man did not create camels, nor did
camels create themselves. So, they must have been made by
the Supreme Maker whose work reflects His limitless ability,
perfect planning and testifies to His existence.

o There are some amazing facts about this animal’s behavior.
This animal is so huge and powerful, but when his master
commands him to sit, he sits down, as if humbling down from a
high position. He doesn’t see where he’s asked to sit, he will sit
even if its upon rocks. This shows his exireme obedience to his
master. We as believers need to adapt this character. We
should be obedient and humble to Allah in all situations.
Through the creation of the camel, Allah has shown us His

favors and has also shown us what is frue obedience.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We should be grateful for being provided an animal like a
camel, for all the benefits it provides to us.

« We need to look around the creation, as this is the command
of Allah, and when we follow any command of Allah, it will
increase our faith.

« We need to know the camel was the only mode to travel in the
desert, but now we have cars and other transport that help us
to travel and protect us from the sun. This should increase us in
gratitude to Allah.

e Increase our faith in Allah Ar Razaaq for providing us with
provisions in order to handle difficult situation in the desert and

even in our difficult times.
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e
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

Word Meaning

AVeA] Jls and at the heavens

Cud) ._5.23 how it is raised
Taddabur (sss20)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Everyone has seen the sky, and the sky is like a ceiling, a
preserved ceiling. Allah says ‘look at the sky’. How do we see
the sky? What is there? What does the sky above us have?
Gases, stars, planets?

e The desert people should be the first to undertake this job
because in the desert the sky is much richer and more inspiring
— as if it has a unique existence. In the middle of the day, the
sky is brilliant and beaming; at late afternoon, it is captivating
and fascinating; at sunset, it is most charming and inspiring.

e Then as the night spreads the sky, it shows its sparkling stars
and makes its friendly whispers. At sunrise, the sky comes alive
again and becomes animated. All this is certainly worth a
good deal of reflection and contemplation.

e Next, they should consider how it was raised up. Who placed it

so high without pillars to support it? Who scattered those

oo e
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innumerable stars? Who endowed it with its beauty and
inspiration? Who's causing the sky to not fall down? They
certainly did not lift it up, and it could not have been lifted by
itself.

e Today scientists can see galaxies billions of light years away -
but the universe is still expanding and still we have not reached
the other heavens, the seven heavens, seven layers on top of
each other. We don’t know where these layers start and end.
This shows our inadequate and imperfect knowledge
compared to that of Allah Al A'leem. He is the One Who
informed us about the seven layers in the sky through the
hadith of the Prophet Muhammed ().
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It is narrated on the authority of Anas b. Malik that the Messenger

of Allah (&) said: | was brought al-Buraq Who is an animal white

and long, larger than a donkey but smaller than a mule, who
would place his hoof a distance equal to the range of version. |
mounted it and came to the Temple (Bait Maqdis in Jerusalem),
then tethered it to the ring used by the prophets. | entered the
mosque and prayed two rak'ahs in it, and then came out and
Gabriel brought me a vessel of wine and a vessel of milk. | chose
the milk, and Gabriel said: You have chosen the natural thing.
Then he took me to heaven. Gabriel then asked the (gate of
heaven) to be opened and he was asked who he was. He replied:
Gabiriel. He was again asked: Who is with you? He (Gabiriel) said:
Muhammad. It was said: Has he been sent for? Gabriel replied:
He has indeed been sent for. And (the door of the heaven) was
opened for us and lo! we saw Adam. He welcomed me and
prayed for my good. Then we ascended to the second heaven.
Gabriel (peace be upon him) (asked the door of heaven to be
opened), and he was asked who he was. He answered: Gabiriel;
and was again asked: Who is with you? He replied: Muhammad.

It was said: Has he been sent for? He replied: He has indeed been
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sent for. The gate was opened. When | entered 'Isa b. Maryam
and Yahya b. Zakariya (peace be upon both of them), cousins
from the maternal side. welcomed me and prayed for my good
Then | was taken to the third heaven and Gabriel asked for the
opening (of the door). He was asked: Who are you? He replied:
Gabriel. He was (again) asked: Who is with you? He replied

Muhammad (). It was said: Has he been sent for? He replied He

has indeed been sent for. (The gate) was opened for us and | saw
Yusuf (peace of Allah be upon him) who had been given half of
(world) beauty. He welcomed me prayed for my well-being. Then
he ascended with us to the fourth heaven. Gabriel (peace be
upon him) asked for the (gate) to be opened, and it was said:
Who is he? He replied: Gabriel. It was (again) said: Who is with
you? He said: Muhammad. It was said: Has he been sent for? He
replied: He has indeed been sent for. The (gate) was opened for
us, and lo! Idris was there. He welcomed me and prayed for my
well-being (About him) Allah, the Exalted and the Glorious, has
said:" We elevated him (ldris) to the exalted position” (Qur'an xix.
57). Then he ascended with us to the fifth heaven and Gabriel
asked for the (gate) to be opened. It was said: Who is he? He
replied Gabriel. It was (again) said: Who is with thee? He replied:
Muhammad. It was said Has he been sent for? He replied: He has
indeed been sent for. (The gate) was opened for us and then |

was with Harun (Aaron-peace of Allah be upon him). He

163



welcomed me prayed for my well-being. Then | was taken to the
sixth heaven. Gabriel (peace be upon him) asked for the door to
be opened. It was said: Who is he? He replied: Gabriel. It was said:
Who is with thee? He replied: Muhammad. It was said: Has he
been sentfor? He replied: He has indeed been sent for. (The gate)
was opened for us and there | was with Musa (Moses peace be
upon him) He welcomed me and prayed for my well-being. Then
| was taken up to the seventh heaven. Gabriel asked the (gate)
to be opened. It was said: Who is he? He said: Gabriel It was said.
Who is with thee? He replied: Muhammad (may peace be upon
him.) It was said: Has he been sent for? He replied: He has indeed
been sent for. (The gate) was opened for us and there | found
Ibrahim (Abraham peace be upon him) reclining against the
Bait-ul-Ma'mur and there enter into it seventy thousand angels
every day, never to visit (this place) again. Then | was taken to
Sidrat-ul-Muntaha whose leaves were like elephant ears and its
fruit like big earthenware vessels. And when it was covered by
the Command of Allah, it underwent such a change that none
amongst the creation has the power to praise its beauty. Then
Allah revealed to me arevelation and He made obligatory for me
fifty prayers every day and night. Then | went down to Moses
(peace be upon him) and he said: What has your Lord enjoined
upon your Ummah? | said: Fifty prayers. He said: Return to thy Lord

and beg for reduction (in the number of prayers), for your
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community shall not be able to bear this burden. as | have put to
test the children of Isrd'il and tried them (and found them too
weak to bear such a heavy burden). He (the Holy Prophet) said:
| went back to my Lord and said: My Lord, make things lighter for
my Ummabh. (The Lord) reduced five prayers for me. | went down
to Moses and said. (The Lord) reduced five (prayers) for me, He
said: Verily thy Ummah shall not be able to bear this burden;
return to thy Lord and ask Him to make things lighter. | then kept
going back and forth between my Lord Blessed and Exalted and
Moses, till He said: There are five prayers every day and night. O
Muhammad, each being credited as ten, so that makes fifty
prayers. He who intends to do a good deed and does not do it
will have a good deed recorded for him; and if he does it, it will
be recorded for him as ten; whereas he who intends to do an evil
deed and does not do, it will not be recorded for him; and if he
does it, only one evil deed will be recorded. | then came down
and when | came to Moses and informed him, he said: Go back
to thy Lord and ask Him to make things lighter. Upon this the
Messenger of Allah remarked: | returned to my Lord until | felt
ashamed before Him. Sahih Muslim 162

e When one looks at the sky, then let them look out for any

cracks or faults. Their eyes will come back to them in

humiliation. They will only witness perfection and no fault.
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Who has created the seven heavens one above another, you
can see no fault in the creations of the Most Beneficent. Then
look again: "Can you see any rifts?"
Then look again and yet again, your sight will return to you in a

state of humiliation and worn out.

(Surah Al Mulk:3,4)
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How do we act on the ayah?

We need to look at the greatness of the sky, and say

sbb 1in Cails Lo Lis,

"Our Lord, You did not create this in vain”.

e Glorify and praise Allah for the perfect creation because the
sky is a protected ceiling for us.

e This creation is subjected to us by serving us. We learn since
we are also slaves of Allah, we should always serve His
commands as well.

e Seeing the obedience of the sky should remind us to be
obedient to Allah.
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SIEr
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
JixJl dlg And at the mountains
Caiens OIS how they are rooted and fixed firm?

The word u_ua.’ has two opposite meanings, which can show the

beauty of the Arabic language and the richness of the language.
It means to be pegged to the ground, to be outward and
apparent. This itself is a double meaning, due to the mountains
being in and out of the ground.

It also means to fall or bend over. The mountains are firm now, but
it will eventually fall off and move from their place on the Day of
Judgement.

So the rigidity of the mountains in this life, and its falling effect on

the Day of Judgement both have been captured in this ayah.

Taddabur (sss210)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Have you ever wondered how the mountains got here? Did

they fall out of the sky and land where they are now? Not quite!

oo e
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There are several different ways that mountains can form. One
thing these methods have in common is that they all take
millions of years!

Many mountains were formed as a result of the Earth's tectonic
plates smashing together. The Earth's crust is made up of
multiple tectonic plates that still move today as a result of
geologic activity below the surface.

When two tectonic plates converge, their edges can crumple
of like an aluminium can does when you crush it. The result of
these tectonic plates crumpling is huge slabs or rocks being
pushed up into the air. What are those called? Mountains, of
course!

For example, the tectonic plates that lie underneath India and
Asia crashed into each other over 25 million years ago. What
happened? The Himalayas, including Mount Everest, were
formed. And they're still pushing against each other. That
means the Himalayas continue to grow even today!
Mountains can also form along natural fault lines. These are
places in Earth's crust where tectonic plates grind against each
other. Occasionally, two plates will grind together, resulting in
one plate lifting and tilting over. The result? A mountain range,
like the Sierra Nevada mountain range in California.

One other way mountains form is as the result of volcanic

activity below Earth's surface. Sometimes molten rock called

172



magma gets pushed up toward the surface. When that
happens, it cools and forms hard rock. Eventually, the softer
rock above it erodes to reveal a dome-shaped mountain
below. If the magma actually breaks through to the surface,
you get a volcano! Mountains can also form by way of erosion.
In an area with a high plateau, rivers and streams can carve
away stone in the form of deep channels. Over millions of
years, what is left is a mountain between deep river valleys!

For the Arabs in particular, a mountain is a refuge and a friend.
Next to a mountain, a man appears small and humble. It is
natural for a man on a mountain to think about Allah and feel
himself to be nearer to Him. We would find our Prophet

Muhammed (&) would go to the cave on Mount Noor for

worship and contemplation before he was honored with
Prophethood.

Nusibat, are pegs used by Arabs to hold up tents. The
mountains are like pegs. Why? If it weren’t for the mountains,
we would have earthquakes every second and the land would
be unstable. The Earth is like a tent and we need pegs to keep
it firm.

One of the amazing facts about mountains is that it is among
the hardest of rocks found on the earth’s surface. Yet it is said
if the Qur'an were to be revealed upon these mountains, what

would be their state? We would surely see this mountain
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humbling itself and cleaving out of the fear of Allah.
“Humbling” - that is, submissively. And from its severe fright of
Allah, “Rending asunder” it cleaves and tears apart.

 In this, there is evidence the mountains have senses because

it humbles itself and cleaves.
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Narrated Anas bin Malik:
When the mountain of Uhud came in the sight of Allah's
Messenger (£) he said. "This is a mountain that loves us and is
loved by us. O Allah! Abraham made Mecca a sanctuary, and
| make (the area) in between these two mountains (of Medina)

a sanctuary." Sahih al-Bukhari 3367

o What will happen to the mountains on the Day of Judgement?
It is said these firm and solid mountains will be turned into fine
sand, and in other places it is said it will become like
woo., Then Allah will move these mountains from their places,
and it will flatten out the earth and there will be no peaks or

froughs.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e We need to show firmness from outside, but our inside should
always be humble and submitting to Allah.

e We need to increase our faith, as this is like strengthening our
pegs into the ground.

e Love the mountain especially the Uhud, as it was the

command of our Prophet Muhammed ().
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g a5
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

Word Meaning
o053l Jls and at the earth

Cbas Lais how it is spread out ?

e Allah mentions the camel, sky, and then the mountain, and for
all of them we need to look above to reflect upon them.

e But for the earth, we need to look down to reflect upon it.

e The word &ka means to spread out, stretch out, unfold and

unroll. It also means to flatten something with a roller. The roof

of the house is also called abu.u. When we are on the earth, the

sky becomes our roof and ceiling. When we die and are buried
under the earth, the surface of the earth becomes our roof/

ceiling, subhan Allah.
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Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Allah created the earth by spreading it out and making it a
levelled, smooth plain (even though it is a circular sphere).

e As aresult, the creation lives on it securely, and we can fill it,
plant it and build on its surface.

e Notice the amazing submission of the earth to Allah without
retaliating. Humans commit many errors, sins, and murders
which the earth cannot bear, however it does not react to any
of the corruptions caused by man. On the other hand, it
continues to serve mankind for all their needs until the Day of
Judgement.

e We also know this earth is a recorder as mentioned in Surah Az
Zalzalah Ayah 4. It records all the actions of the people, hidden
and apparent. On the Day of Judgement, Allah will give it the
permission to speak and it will.

e Though we can just see the flat surface of the earth, but the
amazing fact is the earth is a storage to all the bodies and
treasures. The treasures inside the earth surface are in the form
of metals and other elements.

e We need to know the earth is continuously moving, but are we
feeling the movement? Allah is Al Lateef and the movements
of the earth are so slow, that we hardly feel anything. Imagine
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if the movements were felt, would we be able to construct

buildings on the earth or grow vegetation?

How do we act on the ayah?

e We need to be grateful to Allah that the earth is subjected to
us, so we can grow and build on it for our needs.

e The earth submits to Allah by never arguing or opposing any
matters. This should motivate us to submit to Allah in all matters.

e Be cautious of our actions (hidden and apparent) as the earth
is recording all of our actions and utterances.

e The nexttime we see plants growing and buildings constructed
on the earth, it should make us realize it is all from the favours
and blessings of Allah. We are not able to grow or build

anything on our own, but only by Allah’s permission.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.”

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
):?:\; So remind them (O Muhammad )
n_ui L:'j! you are only a one
"”f\z who reminds.

This means to remind the humankind, advise them, warn them

and give them glad tidings.

The main purpose of sending the Prophet Muhammed (&), is to

call the creation to Allah and remind them.

Taddabur (sss20)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« After having dealt with the Hereafter, and pointing out some

apparent aspects of the universe, the Surah now addresses the

Prophet Muhammed (&) and every caller who calls the people

to Allah. The address begins with the importance of reminding

people about Allah.

o Notice here it is not mentioned specifically whom to remind. In

general, it is all the people, whether disbelievers, believers,



sinners and good doers. We all need reminders in every place,
time and situation.

Now whether anyone listens or not, is influenced or not, the
instruction is just to remind without any worry.

What should this reminder consist of?

o Remind them of the past failures of human beings and
of nations that were destroyed.

o Of what Allah has told them of the future and
Judgement Day.

o Of the covenant they have made with Allah and their
inner conscience that tells them what is wrong and
what is right and of the consequences of their actions.

After the reminder, people will react differently according to
what is in their heart. The reminder will go to the heart, some
hearts will accept the reminders and some will reject it.

The reminder will benefit only those whose hearts are open,
accepting and wanting to change.

We should not expect change from the people when the
reminders come because our role is only to convey and not
force the people to change.

Without reminders the purpose of life cannot be served at its
best. Reminders we get from fellow human beings are a

freasure because they are deeply rooted with concern, care
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and always spread light. These reminders help us to see what’s
right and what's not.

The Prophet Muhmmed (&) reminded the people until the last

moment of his life. Even before his death, he was reminding the
Companions to perform the prayer. Imagine the Companions
(may Allah be pleased with them) who were already far ahead
in doing good deeds were being reminded of the prayer. Thus
us we not feel offended if we are reminded.

Reminders can be of different kinds. Sometimes we need to
give strong reminders in order to save others from dangers, and
sometimes we need to give reminders as light as possible, in
order not to distance the people. We have so many incidents
in the Qur'an where Allah sends the Prophets to remind the
people.

For example, when Allah sent Moosa (peace be upon him) to
Firaun, he was asked to speak in a very mild tone. Imagine
Firaun was a tyrant, but still a soft tone of reminder is required
to bring him back.

On the other hand, when Moosa (peace be upon him)
reminded the magicians, it was a strong admonition. This
admonition did have an impact upon the magicians which
later became one of the reasons for them to submit and

believe.
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« When one is reminding others, there should be no element of
fear, except the fear of Allah. The reminders may lose the
sincerity and may not be productive. Also, the reminders
should be free of desires, or fulfilling inner personal motives,
such as puiting someone down, or exposing someone’s sins
under the “umbrella” of reminders.

o Again, the reminders should be based on wisdom, choosing
the right time and words to convey the message. The source of
the reminders should always go back to the Qur'an and

Sunnah.

How do we act on the ayah?

e We need to remind in a gentle low tone, with the best of
manners.

 The reminders should be done for the sake of Allah, and not by
following our desires.

e Reminders are based on the Qur'an and Sunnah.
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SIIEr
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite."

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafsir (sexsédl)

Word Meaning
« o ;
S you are not
Jc over them
o =2 .
)15.:...5‘4.4.3 a dictator

-

The word ,hias means, someone having authority, dominating,
controlling, a commanding person, and domineering.
Allah is clearly informing the role of the Prophet Muhammed (&)

in the form of a negated action. He is not a ski.as, meaning he’s

not someone to dictate or control the people.

Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e This is a perfect example of the principle “there is no
compulsion in religion” and even the messenger is told this.
Reminders are powerful and humans are always in need of
reminders. When we get reminders in any subject, we are

studying it, always reawakens our knowledge in that subject.
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Now the point to emphasize here is no one can compel others
to accept the faith and practice the religion. The people’s
hearts are in the Hands of Allah. He alone can guide anyone
He wants and at the right time according to His perfect
knowledge and wisdom.

We find this command many times in the Qur'an, “You are not
over them a controller”. There are many clarifications behind
this command.

Firstly, to relieve Prophet Muhammed (&) from the heavy duty

to guide the people after conveying the message. He must
leave it to Allah once he’s done his job. He does not have to
necessarily see them guided.

Secondly, this repetition is required for those da’ees who are
yearning to get as many people as possible to benefit from the
goodness of the truth. For them they need to distinguish their
own ambitions and desires from their mission. When one knows
this ayah, this makes them to proceed in fulfilling their mission
regardless of the response and the consequences.

Thus callers of Islam do not worry themselves over who has
accepted the faith and who has not. They are not charged with
this burden of guiding the people.

Allah is all Just and He is the One Who will judge His slaves on
the Day of Judgement. We usually find people taking up this

position of judging others when they find them not accepting
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their message. Thus they busy themselves with the burden of
going to the exireme to convince people to accept. This is an
absolute deviation from the right path, therefore we need to
have the concept clear in the mind “we are not controller over
the people”.

e Allahis Al Haadhi, He’s the One Who guides His slaves to know
the truth and then guides them to follow it, in order words we
have two types of guidance.

o The guidance of ‘bayaan’ which is to convey the truth of

(a1 31 41 ¥) fo everyone whether it's through a message,

book, person, thought.

o The second guidance is the Guidance of ‘At tawfeeq’
which is only in the hands of Allah. He alone can guide
us to accept the truth and act uponiit.

e The main issue is here, where we assume guidance is our
responsibility, thus we take it upon our hands to ensure people
are guided and acting upon the knowledge.

e This will not only add stress to our minds, but also take away the

sincerity of our mission.
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should not force anyone in matters of the religion.

Our duty is to convey the message with sincerity and
truthfulness.

Be aware of following desires when conveying the message.
Be aware of judging others especially those who have not
accepted your message.

We need to rely on Allah for guidance, and know we cannot

guide ourselves or others.
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Qur’an Recitation (3435)
Tajweed (1923)

Memorization (Lka>)

(o) iy wgle

Ghunna
(4:c)

2 counts

:JB plawsg ade dlll o Ll e Lagic dlll sy poledl o3 9508 o3 dlll sae g
4T 55T sie cliliio 918 dol 3 553 s LS Jiss Siols 131 oLl colal Jlay"

g a5
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
oo 3 However, he who
3885 Jo3 turns away and disbelieves

After all the signs have been shown and made clear, there is an

exception.

The word §'I means ;SJ here which means ‘but’. Generally, the

word 3| conveys the meaning ‘except’. But in this case, it means

‘but’ referring to the group who do not listen to the admonition

and the message and what follows after it.

Taddabur (sss210)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e We need to know the truth will be always shown to the mankind
whether through universal signs, ayat from the Qur'an, or
through decrees.

e Allah is our Ar Rabb and the Rabb of all the worlds. He's the
only One Who will nurture every creation in the way suitable for
their development. Even a disbeliever is given a customized

nurturing according to who he is.
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o Despite Him knowing they will remain on disbelief; He will still
be nurturing them. Now it is upon the disbelievers to either
accept the nurturing of Allah, submit to it and get elevated, or
turn away and ignore the nurturing of Allah.

e Allah is warning us of the consequences. Allah is the Most
Merciful and He makes the ayat clear to us so we choose the
correct path and proceed to success. But if there are people
who wish to continue on the path of misguidance, then they
are responsible for the choice they have made and are
blameworthy.

o Despite the Mercy of Allah, there will be people who will still go
to the hellfire. This is because they chose it out of their will to
disbelieve and sin. Allah showed them signs in different ways,
through the ayat of the Qur’'an, informing about the hereafter,
then through the universe, but still they chose to turn away and

disbelieve. Who is to be blamed here?
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How do we act on the ayah?

e We need to ask Allah to protect us from disbelief and turning
away from the religion.

e We need to ask Allah to make us to accept all the signs and
not ignore them, as this is the way of our reforming.
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Anas bin Malik narrated that the Messenger of Allah (£) said:
"Whoever asks Allah Paradise three times, Paradise says: 'O

Allah, admit him into Paradise’', and whoever seeks refuge from

the Fire three times, the Fire says: 'O Allah, save him from the

Fire." Sunan an-Nasa'i 5521
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Qur'an Recitation (3435)
Tajweed (1923)

Memorization (Lka>)

Ghunna
(&)
2 counts

1B pluws dele dlll Glo Ll e Lagic dlll by ol o9 950 &5 dlll ase Geo
4T 55T sie cldliio 918 ds Il 3 553 S LS Jiss Sials 131 oLl colad JUay”

"85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning o
&l 3.»;11.; Then Allah will punish him

Q|§.§J| the punishment

j.?.°§§| greatest

e The delivery of Allah’s message is not the end of the matter as
the disbelievers will not be left alone.

e Allah says whoever turns away from His message then he will
be afflicted with a great punishment (everlasting and severe).

e The ‘fa’ indicates it is a result of the previous verse and due to

their turning away and their disbelief.
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NAME OF ALLAH
ALLAH (aU1)

Knowledge (plc)

e Allah is the only One being worshipped.
« Heis the One being attached to out of love and magnification.
o« He is the Owner of divinity/perfection and Owner of worship

over all of His creation.

OWNER OF DIVINITY AND PERFECTION: ( dwgJ3l o3 alll)

¢ axgJdl means the perfection that makes Him Allah. To Him

belongs all perfect beauty, perfect greatness, perfect mercy,
perfect majesty, and perfect greatness.

o Allah is the Most perfect, this makes our minds overwhelmed
thinking about Him. We cannot imagine Allah, that is why we
need to just believe in our heart and not think too much in our
minds. Our minds cannot encompass Allah because Allah is

beyond it.
OWNER OF WORSHIP ( 352 93 alll)
o das9.2ll means the worship. All the worship only belongs to Allah

alone, as He is the most Perfect. Every Creation of Allah

whether in the heavens or the earth, is worshipping Allah,
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willingly or unwillingly. Even the disbeliever is worshipping Allah
unwillingly, without even knowing, subhan Allah.

How do the slaves unwillingly worship Allah? They have no
choice but to submit to His greatness and follow His will and
decrees. They are thus forced to be the slaves of Allah with His
decrees. This makes them to worship Allah unwillingly.

There are those who worship Allah willingly which makes them
His special slaves. They attribute Allah with perfection and are
always attached and connected to Him. They take the first
steps to come closer to Him and be His true servants.

We will always find this name with ‘alif’ and ‘laam’, we cannot
remove these two letters. It is always defined and recognized
subhan Allah.

One of the characteristics of this names is that Allah has
stopped the tongues and hearts of any human being to name

themselves ‘Allah’.

Action (Jec)

Attachment to Allah alone, as no one is worthy of our worship
out of love and magnification except Allah.

Constant remembrance by mentioning His names whether by
tongue or in our hearts.

Hasten towards His pleasure and work for His sake alone.
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Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e The the Prophet’s role and the role of every da’'ee is made
clear. They only have to remind and the account will be made
by Allah.

e In this ayah, we have the name of Allah mentioned. Subhan
Allah, the name of Allah encompasses the meanings of all His
other names. This is to emphasize that if one turns away from
the reminders and chooses to continue to disbelieve, then how
Allah will punish him. It will be a great punishment which they
will deserve.

e There is a beautiful connection with this name of Allah to the
previous ayat. The main objective of showing us the signs of
the hereafter, followed by the universal signs to ponder, is to
feel the Greatness of Allah. That none can deal with us in the
manner of how He deals with us. None can be so Perfect in
disposing the affairs of the creation except Him.

¢ This requires us to love and magnify Him more, and thus attach
to Him alone. This is what is called ‘worship’ which is the main
goal in our life. We need to attach to Allah alone as He is the
only One deserving of all praises, love and magnification due

to His Perfect Names and Attributes. Any ones besides Allah is
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a creation of Allah, and thus cannot even come near to the
perfection of the Creator.

But what was the consequence? Had people attached
themselves to this Great Name of Allah then they would have
paved their way to success in this life and the next. Instead they
chose to disbelieve and turn away thus for them is the greatest
punishment.

In our life, we need to have hope in the Mercy of Allah and fear
His punishment. This is the most balanced approach, and will
keep us moving in our life.

Though Allah is the Most Merciful, we should not be deceived
by His Mercy, and ignore the other aspect of being severe in
punishment as well. This is what has been described here, Allah
will punish those who turned away with a great punishment.
We need to believe the hellfire is the justice of Allah and
paradise is the favor of Allah. When we hear about the
punishment this should never make us have bad feelings
towards Allah or think bad of Him. Therefore, we need to know
Allah never wanted mankind to enter the hellfire but they
chose it by their own will.

Also, this is the Mercy of Allah for warning us of the hellfire in

this life, so we take the necessary precautions.

209



How do we act on the ayah?
e We need to ask Allah to avert the greatest punishment from us.

This is by seeking refuge from the hellfire.

-
£
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Anas bin Malik narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) said: "Whoever asks Allah Paradise three times,
Paradise says: 'O Allah, admit him into Paradise’, and whoever
seeks refuge from the Fire three times, the Fire says: 'O Allah,

save him from the Fire." Sunan an-Nasa'i hadith 5521

e Hope in the mercy of Allah, for its not our deeds that will take

us to Paradise, but the mercy and favor of Allah.
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Qur’'an Recitation (3435)
Tajweed (1923)
Memorization (Lka->)

() XS NT QT AT AL

- - -~ -

1B pluws dele dlll Glo Ll oe Logic Al iy ol o3 950 53 dlll s Ges
T 55T sie cliliio 918 dol 3 555 s LS S5 Siols L3l oLl colal Jlay"

s
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning
L:-,':J! :)! Indeed, to Us
(&é-‘j :! is their return

The return here refers to the return of the creation and their
gathering for the Day of Resurrection.

Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e Our life journey is divided into four main stages. It starts from
the womb, then continues into this life. After this stage there is
the return back to the earth which is the grave, and then there
is resurrection on the Day of Judgement.

e We need to know our return is only to Allah. For the disbelievers,
this is a warning to take heed of their actions in this life, for they
will surely return to Allah and no one else.

e For the believers, this is a delight, as they love and hope to
meet Allah. This motivates them to do their best in this life in
order to accomplish their goal of meeting Allah with honor.

e It is said in the hadith anyone who longs to meet Allah, then

Allah loves to meet him, and the opposite is frue.
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It was narrated from ‘Aishah that the Messenger of Allah ()
said: “Whoever loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet him,
and whoever hates to meet Allah, Allah hates to meet him.” It
was said to him: “O Messenger of Allah, does hating to meet
Allah mean hating to meet death? For all of us hate death.” He
said: “No. Rather that is only at the moment of death. But if he is
given the glad tidings of the mercy and forgiveness of Allah, he
loves to meet Allah and Allah loves to meet him; and if he is
given the tidings of the punishment of Allah, he hates to meet
Allah and Allah hates to meet him.” Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith

4264

How do we act on the ayah?

e We need to believe in life after death.

e We all will return to Allah.

e Do good deeds and grab all the opportunities to do good.

e Be prepared in this life as none of us are aware of our return

dates.
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Qur'an Recitation (34305)
Tajweed (s9x5)

Memorization (Lka>)

Ghunna
(dic)

Stretch for

4 counts
(s0) 2 counts
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SIIEr
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite.™

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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(st &y
Word Meaning
f)! 5 Then indeed
U-EI-E upon Us
p-éé qu.? is their account

The ayah continues, it is not only the return to Allah, but the
disbelievers need to know they will be questioned and a

complete accounting will be taken only by Allah.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o The first stage of the reckoning is in the grave. In the grave the
first thing a person will be asked will be: Who is your Lord? What

is your religion? Who is your prophet?
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Narrated Al-Bara (may Allah be pleased with him): That
regarding Allah's saying: Allah will keep firm those who believe,
with the word that stands firm in this world and in the Hereafter
(14:27). The Prophet (£) said: "In the grave, when it is said to him:
'Who is your Lord? What is your religion? And who is your
Prophet?" Jami At-Tirmidhi, Hadith 3120.

e Then on the Day of Resurrection he will be brought to account
for every major and minor action. The first thing for which he
will be accounted is his prayer. If the prayer is good then the
rest of the deeds will be good and if the prayer is bad then the
rest of the deeds will be bad. The prayer is our connection to
Allah, if we are doing things without being connected to Him
then it defeats our purpose in this life.

e This ayah was a console to Prophet Mohammed (i) in order to

remove his grief and sorrow. Allah is addressing him indirectly
to not be sad over their disbelief and mockery as they will be
returning to Allah. He will account them and punish them for
their deeds, and there is no escape from the punishment then.
The accounting will be visible to all and He's able to do
everything.

e This ayah gives relief to the people being oppressed, by taking
their rights or not giving them their rights. If someone is not
giving you your rights, do not shout and waste energy.

Sometimes by our own demanding and acting in a wrong way,
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it can lead us from being oppressed to oppressor. We need to
know we will die and return to Allah, and He will account the
wrongdoers.

How will Allah account us? We need to believe in the ability of
Allah. He has full power and might. Just as He is able to hear us
all at the same time, respond to us at the same time, provide
us at the same time, then surely He is able to account us all at
the same time, and there is no doubt in this.

There are different kinds of accounting that will take place on
the Day of Judgement. The believer and the disbelievers will
be dealt in different ways.

The disbeliever underestimating Allah, associating a partner
with Allah, will be called to his account in public. They will wish
to be sand or dust on that Day or will agree to give ransom of
their loved ones and all they possess in order to get away from
the accounting.

The believers on the hand will have different type of
accounting according to their level of belief in this life.

For the mutawakkiloon, there will be no account, 70,000 who
will enter Paradise without any reckoning. They are the ones
who relied fully on Allah.

The other group will have an easy reckoning - Allah will call

that believer and then screen him from others. Allah will show
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him and tell him about his sins, and the believer will agree with
no dispute or debate.

e Allah will see he confession and then He will conceal his sins
and forgive them all.

e Anothertype of reckoning is a difficult one, in which the person
will be questioned in detail.
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Narrated Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her): Allah's
Messenger (£) said,” (On the Day of Resurrection) any one whose
account will be taken will be ruined (i.e. go to Hell)." | said, "O
Allah's Messenger (£9)! May Allah make me be sacrificed for you.
Doesn't Allah say: "Then as for him who will be given his record in
his right hand, he surely will receive an easy reckoning.?" (84.7-
8) He replied, "That is only the presentation of the accounts; but
he whose record is questioned, will be ruined."
Sahih Al Bukhari, Book 65, Hadith 4939
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So, from the above hadith, we know that the people who will
be given the account in the right hand, it's the way of the
presentation that will be easy, but if he's questioned then he

will surely face the difficulty.

How do we act on the ayah?

Make dua for having an easy reckoning. There is a dua
mentioned which is a part of a long hadith narrated by Aisha
(may Allah be pleased with her) that the Prophet Muhammed

(2) used to say in some of his prayers, ‘Oh Allah, make for me

an easy reckoning’.
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Be easy with the people in this life when we are accounting
them, for example our maids, drivers, or those who are under
us.
Forgive and overlook the faults of the people in order to be
forgiven and overlooked on that Day.
Do not judge any one for their actions.
If you are among the oppressed ones, be patient, as every

oppressor will be accounted for their deeds.
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Qur’'an Recitation (3435)
Tajweed (1923)

Memorization (Lka>)
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2 counts 2 counts
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e
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite."

Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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