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Overview of Al Salam Islamic Center

is one of the Most Beautiful Names of Allah. He is the One

Who is free from all defects and faults and He is the Giver of Peace.
is to surrender to Allah alone and to free oneself from

worshipping other than Allah.
the one who others are safe from his tongue and hand.
As Salam Alaykum: this is the greeting of Islam which means “Peace

be upon you". It is an invocation for one being greeted to have
peace and safety from all evil.

the Home of Peace which is the eternal and everlasting

paradise Allah has prepared for His believing slaves.
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Our vision: “And Allah invites to the Home of Peace (paradise)”.

Our mission: To strive, by the permission of Allah the spreading of

peace globally by knowing Allah and loving Him, to be a good,
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Islamic example that is beneficial to others, and to build an Islamic
platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah.

Our values: Peace, Truthfulness, Love, Excellence.

Our Goals:

1.

To define to the people their goal in life and that is by knowing
Allah and loving Him in order to reach peace.

To conduct faith-base classes, academic lectures and nurturing
programs about the Most Beautiful Names of Allah for all age
groups, and to learn how to live with Allah, the Book of Allah and
the Way of His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be up on
him).

. To instill Islamic manners and praiseworthy qualities through the

Most Beautiful Names of Allah and pondering the Noble Qur'an.

. To produce books, curriculums and publications related to

knowledge about Allah and the Book of Allah, displayed in an
easy and simple manner for the student and teacher.

. To build a digital platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and

the Prophetic Sunnah by providing easy access of knowledge to
all age groups and in different languages.

. To spread the religion of Islam and its teachings in an easy and

loving way to the people through social media and different
languages.
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What is the concept behind the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing
Program?

e The concept of the program is to extract nurturing from the Noble
Qur'an and Sunnah. Like the good tree, its roots are faith, its
branches are knowledge and its fruits are good manners.

e The program aims to connect the individual with the Noble Qur'an
and Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for her by
placing a strong foundation and instilling Islamic values to build a

confident and active society.

Szobisdl Ban Lo
Ol 5133 Jss oyo 8Ll § o) Ggudsmiy Ll Galredly JSLiwl dallee . 1
gl Ll dolysg

o e




G ol 0gdams pgudsl sl G paircluos 3183 Sllge syohs .2
parsls § dll dmo ubgg Al pabayy S35 oo Bl

oo d83hzall HS83lg L) eussmiy Ll Ol Olygiall o pgba> .3
Gladizo iless psluwdl d>lows slabs] Jol>

Aol 3 dodludly 503l solze (339 dicls Bisning Dilis diy subes . 4

oed=illy &yl § 85Ssall dipasdl Jiluwgll alssiwl .5

dal3lg aally dnladl o 9> B> .6

What are the goals of the program?

1. To treat internal issues and problems which individuals face in their
life through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic
Sunnah.

2. To develop the talents of individuals and help them discover
themselves and their noble goalin life by connecting them to Allah,
and placing the love of Allah in their hearts.

3. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face
externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance
of Islam and its balanced beliefs.

4. To provide an attractive, distinctive, and safe environment.

5. To use modern and innovative methods in nurturing and teaching.

6. To create a positive, enjoyable and comfortable environment.
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Overview of the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
(Young Ponderer):

Al Salam Islamic Center offers a unique and distinguished program
called the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program. It is a program
that aims to connect the new generation to the Noble Qur'an and
Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for them.
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Age groups:

Children aged six and older. The goal is to place a strong foundation
of Islamic values so the children may grow and bloom to become a
good and confident person who serves the society and religion.
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Program objectives:

Nurturing confident, balanced and effective role models that serves

their society, country, and religion.

1. Extracting the idea of the program from the Noble Qur’an, like the

good free, its roots are faith, its branches are knowledge and its

fruits are good manners.
2. Providing an attractive, distinctive and secure environment.

3. Use of innovative, modern means in nurturing and teaching.

4. Creating a positive and fun atmosphere to place and instilling the

value of tolerance between girls.
5. Instill Islamic manners in the new generation.

6. Bring forth an air of affinity and connection between the youth.

7. Plant the importance of family bonding through activities which

support this value.

13




8. Develop the student’s talents and help them discover themselves
and their noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and
placing the love of Allah in their hearts.

9. Treat internal issues and problems which the students face in their
life through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic
Sunnah.

10.To protect them from changes and challenges which they face
externally, and from exiremist views by showing them fthe
tolerance of Islam and its balanced beliefs.
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? A goodly word as a goodly tree,
whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).

f‘f»"‘i’}ﬁ! r F.—v".—-" “3 ,--’}

@Ul:‘,d AN, H_J_;m_}l—e-)_) u:bdb- ‘

- _,pi'_.-i' r,p-""' -

Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for
mankind in order that they may remember. — Surah Ibrahim 24-25

'y Fruits: Application of the ayat in life
| and changing for the better.
Prevention from sicknesses of the
heart and caring with values.

L Trunk and Branches: Application
| of the Qur'an.

| \
% Faith as a result of pondering
the Qur'an and knowing Who is

Allah.
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‘The Good Tree’ (dwdll 8>2dJl)
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It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were
with the Prophet (£) and we were strong youths, so we
learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and our faith increased there

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64

Learned Faith (&Layy! Lmlﬂ)

Learned Qur'an ( &A1 Gadas)

Faith increased ( Gla.

o) B33319)

-

Good deeds (Hlall Josll) Good manners (SJl owu>)




‘The Good Tree’ (dwdall 83=idl)
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* Observation

(a>slall)

e Tafsir

(seeaeadl)

eTaddabur
(asl)

Iman (L)

Before starting anything, the foundation needs to be correct.
Through this program, we hope to interact with the Qur'an
from a ‘faith’ perspective by learning the names of Allah
mentioned in the Surah, Pillars of Faith, commands,
characteristics of the people, and to live by the ayat being
learned. This includes observing, tafseer and taddabur.

Qur'an (o)1)

After learning, understanding and pondering over the ayat,
the student becomes more proficient in reciting and
memorizing the ayat. The goal is to have the ayat imprinted in
the heart and not the mind.

Manners (ls3l)

The result of a correct foundation of belief (roofts) that's acted
upon (frunk and branches) will result in beautiful manners and
values (fruits). The ‘fruits’ of the tree is what will be shown and
tasted by others. Throughout this program, manners and values
will be emphasized. And any types of ‘insects’ that can spoaill
the fruits are highlighted as well in order to keep the good tree
intact.

*Tajweed

(292d)

* Memorize
(a=dl)

(%]
=
=
S
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Trunk & Branches




Iman (lal) — Topics Breakdown

Observation (db>slaJl)

*Theme of Surah

e Connection between
beginning and end of
Surah

* Word repetition

Tafsir (jewail)
* Tafsir As Sa'ady
* Meaning of words

Taddabur (,ssal)

* Names of Allah

* Pillars of Faith

e Commands &
Prohibitions

* Stories

* Promises and
Warnings

* How to act on what's

learned (good deeds,
dua, manners)




Recite (3o5w1)
* Listen and recite
* Improve makharij

Tajweed (ss511)

* Emphasize important
tajweed rules in the
Surah

Memorize (LaxJl)

* Memorize the ayat
after learning about
them




Manners (wls31) - Topics Breakdown

Manners (wls31)

e Good manners mentioned
in the surah

Values (p.al)

* Morals mentioned in
the Surah

Purification (as;a1)

* Bad manners and
morals mentioned in
the surah in order to
avoid them

20
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Teacher Guidelines

Aizdlg alll Ly Ldan
Our goal is Allah’s pleasure and His paradise.

(Lsle Suumg Sisg 383 le Liel pglll)
O Allah help us to remember You, be grateful to You and worship
You in excellence (with ihsaan).

Jokuso @SISg g ly pSIS " :J18 phws dele dll o il e Lagic dlll sy sae ol O£ iiaa>
gl SIS w0 a)gg Lg20j Cus e decly Blsally taiy ol e gly Joulls gly ssalls dises e

(283 Coa> 1 GUS ialually 5yl unllall G5Ls) diacsy He Jodauo pSUISs
Hadith: (Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) reported: The Prophet (¥)
aid, "All of you are guardians and are responsible for your subjects. The ruler is a
guardian of his subjects, the man is a guardian of his family, the woman is a
guardian and is responsible for her husband's house and his offspring; and so all

of you are guardians and are responsible for your subjects.")
— Riyadh As Saliheen, Al Bukhari & Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 283

5S35 o lidsd .oucghing oualzas U C..s sl delbll Glosl elacl oo rally dlll oye slall oulss
smg pllall il mgin gl alll Ly 565y of camy Lrsax Lidan ol Lo JS e ol Wil

idly 5l gl
Allah has opened a great door of worship to teach children. As a teacher
we are accountable for what we teach the children and our goal is to

teach what is pleasing to Allah which is according to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.

Loagkizis (5331 psdls Juoslly Sy dSlally olagdls) olagdl oHls ol dues
Teaching about Allah, His religion and the unseen are a great amanah. It is
important to teach the children to both love and magnify Allah, and to
magnify the pillars of faith such as the angels, books, messengers, Last Day
and decree.

al=dl Gsbg s3lao plasiwl sic dodSy dlll pubiss pg})
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When using teaching resources and methods, it is important to
maintain the magnification of Allah and His Words, The Qur’an.

(pelell i3 dagoll sl (0):
Matters to Consider before Teaching
A d Ll aniwl @

e Renew the intention and make the heart present that it's being done for
Allah.
Al o Dgtally 323l Ciwis] o

 Hope for the reward from Allah.
g g5l Ui 21 G 41 O 530 ) 163 5" B phasg el il oo 1 J5 s x>
(2674 laso o) " farsl oo LU (adly

Hadith: (Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (¥£) as saying: He who called
(people) to righteousness, there would be reward (assured) for him like the
rewards of those who adhered to it, without their rewards being diminished in
any respect. - Sahih Muslim 2674

Al o Guboill bl @
e Ask Allah for the tawfeeq and success in what you're doing.
And my guidance cannotzcome except from Allah, in Him | trust and unto
Him | repent (Surah Hud 88)

wilewsd) @815 g (di ¥ Lagd) Boro dRslgio wilitlb go Yole 4S8 bapaxll G5 J25 o
2Bolly diSully Jaxig

e Adorn yourself with praiseworthy morals such as being fair with the
students, humble, patient, gentle, do not get angry, and be tranquil.

e Plant important concepts such as honesty, truthfulness, being fair, good
morals, sharing, and moderation in everything.

3181Sallg dacudly cleally of Bl zaally clitlly clols jie daghall dalSIl clodls 53c @

e Make your voice clear, do no scream at the children, and adorn your
words with praise at times, or make dua for them, smile and reward them
when good.
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e Prepare the student to receive the knowledge by ensuring all are quiet
and by making them aware this is ‘Qur'an time' for example.

(sl LSl dogall 503l Lazs):
Matters to Consider while Teaching

by ol Jakll 583 ¢ g5l B (Jalal Jody 131 slia Loy o302 il cibloall oo alll clowl Gubas o
Iol dll oy0
e Names of Allah are to be enforced through situations they go through

by reminding them to ask Allah. For example, if a child says, ‘I'm hungry’.
Tell them, *ask Allah first to give you food'.

Aol J>l> 5)9.wJ|)|)S.7 L
e Alwaysrepeat the surah that has been taught to the children throughout
the day.

JS3ls dgin clnyl sic dl) saxly woliily plehll exdl sic dlll g Job e slall genis o
el 3l
e Encourage children to always say ‘Bism Allah’ (alll ew) before eating

and drinking. To eat and drink with their right hand. To say ‘Alhamdulilah’
(d saxJl) after eating and drinking.

oyoi> § daol 583 i (plag dgle dlll o) Luill e slall Gle sleall g5 o
e Encourage children to say (#) after the Prophet’s name is mentioned.

xSy Oxolunall dblis sic (65139 dll dasyg @Sule astull) asludl dni Jle pamunis o
M dll @Sl Jsdy
e Encourage children to say ‘assalam alaykum’ (eSule a3ll) and ‘jazaka

Allah khair’ (. alll &ii>) to each other.

bl Bl sie Jladidl pace laifly glotwdl Lo pgmenis o
e Encourage children to not speak when the Qur’'an is recited but to listen
carefully.

24
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Encourage children to repeat after the muedhin when adhaan is heard.

Al Loy dll pae o sie swandl eliel ] 5,Lo31 pse dio lawog dlll Jledl Juied prc o
Al s 351 528 Gad dlll s e s dlzaS Guagd dlll 5SJs dledly dlll ilawo 73 wgall (1o

3 W S Jb @ lasiadly 83leiwdl Lided olheidl po dll Jusd Gis 3o] gaS Gad

Avoid explaining attributes or actions of Allah with gestures. For example,
Allah has Hands and Eyes, do not show your hands or point to your eyes
as a way of explanation. It is important to tell the children ‘Allah has
Hands but it is not like ours, we cannot imagine how'. We cannot
imagine how Allah looks, Exalted is He. It's important to push away these
thoughts and say (el Glacidl oo allly 3gcl) and (alll sazzwl). These thoughts

are from the shaitan.

ookl 8 oDl bls dlil clowl plasiwl pdisdl prc o @
Avoid using the names of Allah or the ayat of the Qur'an or the angels
or prophets as a coloring activity since this shows lack of magnification.

s9aall gn dll 35 paguatll o plass aule dll Glo Gl Ly3T 0
Avoid using images of humans, animals and objects with facial features
as drawing activities. Use of the real images is permissible. The one who
draws or sculpts images with facial features will be told on the Day of
Judgment to bring them to life and he will be unable to. Only Allah is The
Creator.
Obgiad gl sguo (sl paimins dg boad i of s Oloadl GO @
Avoid books or showing cartoons which show images of the prophets,
angels or the Last Day. This will disturb their belief in the unseen when
they see it as an image. As a teacher, you can tell them about these
matters verbally.

Jesias ol cow 3 ol JSo clislly Gacwgall o
Avoid music and sing along activities

gloiwdl Ule dend meiwg 3 Jabll oS B e Jem plall sie JUbYl sllso o

all ool ey oy Uy Jmdy i ail POMPRES IR D

When a child listens then reward them by saying ‘good job, well done,
or sticker’. When a child doesn’t listen then encourage them to listen

25




and not put them down. Do not use Allah’'s name or the Prophet’s to
make the children do or not so something, such as ‘Allah will love you
when you eat your food’, ‘Allah does not like those who don't listen’. The
name of Allah is to be magnified and not used to make the children
listen to you.

Jb Yl oo S ol 30 proay 3 @
e Photography or recording of the children is not allowed.

May Allah guide us to what He loves and is pleased with. Ameen.
oeol 39 s o I Lsagy of Al Jlus
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Classroom Rules

&)

®
&

1. Respect, respect, respect. Respect
the teacher, respect the students,
respect the property.

2. Students are not allowed to
photograph or record the teacher or
other students.

3. Please come regularly.

4. No seat reservation is allowed for
yourself or another student.

5. No talking while the teacher is
speaking.

6. Students should raise their hands
and wait to be called on before
speaking.

o0 0
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Lessons Overview

Lesson

oMl

Infroduction and
Observation

Ayah 1
Ayat 2
Ayah 3

Ayat 4 to 5

Ayah é6to 7

Ayat 8
Ayah 9

Ayat 10to 11
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11

12

13

14

Ayat 1210 14

Ayah 15 to 16

Ayat 17 to 18

Ayat 19

Revision

o0 0
31

Saad) L3l 5l

J535 038 o) &all
33 4l &L odag i
Ubls 438 4yels
$_ (-3 o _9%%

4ol puds

a3 & dil

A8 § ddeiels dalad ¥ HIS




Introduction

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to write down the information in their
notebook. Write on the board in a very simple way. What's in the manual is

explanation for the teacher, but do not write everything for the students.

Name of Surah: gl=Jl 8,90

Order in the Qur'an: 96th Surah
Number of ayat: 19 ayah

Revealed in: Makkah

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that surahs were revealed upon the
Prophet () either while he as in Makkah or Medina. Tell them the difference
between a Makkan and Medinian surah. Makkan surahs revolve around
establishing the faith (pillars of faith) / inner actions, while Medininan surahs
revolve around rules, regulations, halal/haram / outer actions.

Meaning of (5l=Jl): The meaning of the word (sl=JI) is to hang or

swing loosely, suspend, and sling. It also means, a piece of thick
coagulated blood.

Theme of the Surah: Command to read, seek knowledge and
write. (GLsIly alsllg elydll so3l)

What is special about this Surah?
This was the first surah from the Qur'an to be revealed to the
Messenger of Allah (£) at the start of his prophethood, at a time

when he knew nothing about the [divine] Book or Faith.




Jibril came to the Prophet () who could not read or write. He
ordered him to read, wherein the Prophet () said, “I cannot
read.” Jibril ordered him to read three times and the Prophet ()
replied the same each time.

Then lJibril said, “Read in the Name of your Lord Who has created”.

Name of Surah: Mentioned once in the second ayah

4 P

(OFI A
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Observation (db>aJl)

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to listen to the surah at least three times.
Before making them listen, inform them to look out for the below. After each
recitation, ask them ‘Did you hear Allah’s name Ar Rabb?’
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Names of Allah:

ol The Lord, Nurturer 3 times

i Allah 1 time

Note to Teacher: Tell the students the importance of having the names of
Allah mentioned. This means we will understand the Surah better when we
see which names of Allah are mentioned. So which names were

mentioned? Ar Rabb, Allah’. Don’t you want to know the meaning of these

names? Yes.

Other repeated words which have the same root:

Number of times

Repeated words

i3] Recite 2 fimes
Sl He Created 2 times
alz He taught 2 times
NEY He knows 2 times

Slasyl Mankind 3 times
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NG No
Eglst Have you seen
dzo Ul Forelock
25 To call
:,| Indeed
ol If
g‘-}jl Who

3 times

3 times

2 times

2 times

2 times

3 times

3 times

Note to Teacher: Notice how the most repeated word tells us about the

theme of the surah which is the command to read, seek knowledge and

write.

Observations of connections between repeated words

e The most repeated words in the above surah are all related to
reading, knowing, and seeing, which are all included in the

aspects of gaining knowledge and writing it down. This goes

perfectly with the theme of the surah.

e Mankind has been created for a purpose. In the previous surah,
we are told Allah created human being in the best of forms.

One of the attributes that makes human beings noble is the fact
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they possess intellect. This is what differentiates us from
animals. With intellect we can do a lot of things.

Anotherrepeated word which can be seen is the forehead. The
forelock or forehead in Arab tradition was the place of one’s
pride and dignity and even in our times today we appreciate
this, which is why people wear hats and turbans as a mark of
honor and respect. The forehead is the place where the mind
and knowledge rest. Therefore, mankind has been
commanded to gain knowledge, make use of the forehead for
the purpose its been created and beware of ignorance.
Ignorance in a person has bad consequence in this life and the

hereafter.
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el o)l dll ey
Tafslr (saxmadl)
(ki & T

Word Meaning
|j.§| Read!

in command form (sel J=3),

Do think you can rely on yourself, rely on
Allah ().
Allah (%) is commanding Mohammed (£) to

read (sexo b 1,51)

d g ﬁ.JJL: In the Name of your Lord
o> sl Who has created (all that exists).

The word I,§I indicates itis a command to the Prophet (£) to recite

or read or proclaim. So, it means to read first, then understand the

meaning and then proclaim/ recite it aloud to others.
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NAME OF ALLAH

AR RABB (1)
THE NURTURER

Knowledge (plc)

e He nurtures us from a state of shortcomings to a state of
completion

o All of the actions of Allah are under the name of Ar Rabb.

GENERAL NURTURING FOR ALL PEOPLE:

« He creates, He provides, He disposes our affairs so we can
survive in this life.

e« He chose where we will be born, on what day, who our parents
will be, who your brother and sister will be, where you will live.
He knows this is the best nurturing for us to reach Him..

SPECIAL NURTURING FOR BELIEVERS:

e The more we believe, the more we will attain from Allah's
special nurturing which includes, increase in faith, knowing
Him and turning to Him at all times, establishing worships and

attaining protection from all evil.
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Action (Joc)

o Be pleased with Allah as your Rabb, with Islam as your religion,

and Mohammed peace and blessings upon him as your

prophet.
o Ask Allah by His name Ar Rabb to have special nurturing.
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

 When the Prophet (¥) reached the age of 40, six months before
he received the Prophethood, the Prophet () would see true
visions. He would dream something at night and see it exactly
in the morning. All of this was preparation from Allah (¥) in order
to receive the prophethood.

o« The Prophet (¥) started to long for seclusion in order to
meditate and reflect. He would go to a cave that was difficult
to reach - Cave Haraa. He would take some provision with him
and there he would worship Allah (¥). He used to ponder upon
the universal signs. When his provision would finish, he would
return to his wife Khadija to gather more provision and return to
the cave.

e In the last ten nights of Ramadan, he was in the cave and saw
something which he had never seen in his life - he saw the
angel Jibreel (o>« 4:=). Imagine being alone and lJibreel ( 4
axldl) came to him in a very strong way. He held him tightly and
commanded him ‘Read!’” and the Prophet (%) said ‘I can’t
read!’. He squeezed him tightly again and commanded him

‘Read!” and the Prophet (£) said ‘Il can’t read!’. For a third time,
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he commanded him ‘Read!’ and the Prophet (£¥) said ‘I can’t
read!’.

The first word chosen by Allah to be communicated to
humanity was ‘Read’. Reading has always been a part of every
intellectual society. Notice this command was given to the
Prophet Muhammed (2) who was unlettered, and did not know
how to read or write. Subhan Allah, even though the special
feature of the society in which he lived was poetry, it is said that
not all of the poetry was in the written form, but was mostly oral
and memorized.

After receiving this command to read, it is said Allah’s
Messenger would fulfill this command throughout his life (for the
remaining 23

years). So he would recite the Qur'an revealed to him to the
people.

After this command of reading, it produced an amazing
response by the Muslims all over, as they became one of the
most educated civilizations in history. The PhD system in the
western world comes from the ijazah system in the Muslim
world and so higher academics and research is something

rooted in Islamic civilization.

The letter (o) adds the meaning of read with help and support.

Here it is the help of your Lord.
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e The ayah is also interpreted to mean when the Prophet
Muhammed (%) would recite, he should let the people know
whom it is from, which is why the “basmalah” is said before
reciting the Qur'an. Every time the Prophet (£8) would recite the
Qur'an, he would let people know it is not his word, but he is
reading in the name of the One Who gave it to him.

o If people reject, then they should know they have not rejected
the words of the Prophet (£) or the angel, but they have
rejected the words of Allah, their Lord who is nurturing them
through the ayat.

e Notice, the name Ar Rabb is mentioned here, and not Allah.
Subhan Allah, the society in which the Prophet Muhammed (£)
lived had strong beliefs in following the religion of their
forefathers, which is worshipping the idols. Since Prophet
Muhammed () was to spread the message to the people in
the near future, it was clear he would face a lot of opposition
from his close ones, especially his uncles. To face this hostility,
he will not be left alone, Allah will nurture him through
knowledge and decrees, and he will be strengthened by
knowing Allah, which will help him through.

e We need to know the Qur'an has three stages of its journey,
firstly, when it is sent down as a whole to the lowest heaven as
already mentioned in the Lawh Al Mahfoodh (The Preserved

Tablet). Secondly, the stage where according to the situations
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the ayat where recited by Jibreel to Prophet Muhammed (£),
and this was over a period of 23 years. Thirdly, it is in the form
of one book compiled by the companions of the Prophet
Muhammed (£).

o Another thing to notice here, is that the ayah continues to
inform more about Ar Rabb. He is the Creator. All of the actions
of Allah are included in the name Ar Rabb and the specific
action mentioned here is creation. The One Who created you
will nurture you, take care of you and upgrade you. He will
create the means to teach you.

o Allah created everything (s v JS) and He's in charge of

everyone in this life.

How do we act on the ayah?

« When we start any matter, we need to start with Bismillah, and
seek His help alone.

« We need to ask Allah to bestow us with beneficial knowledge.

« We do notrely on our power to read or write, it is Allah who has
all the might and the power, so we rely on Him alone.

« We should never give up learning, even if we find it difficult, as
we need to believe Allah is All Able to make us learn.

« We should listen attentively to the knowledge, as this is one of
the ways which we will learn.

« The knowledge that we hear, should be written down to make

it firm into our hearts.
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Qur’'an Recitation (343I)
Tajweed (s39=1l)

Memorization (Lka=Jl)

Qalqala
(dlals)

:JB plasg ade dlll o il e Lagic dlll Gy poledl o3 950 o3 dlll sae 9
4T 35T sie Aidiin ol Aol 3 55 s LS Jise S3sls 181 : 0Ll o lal JUy"

85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

Word Meaning
o> Has created

olasdl man

,jlf: :,.e from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated

blood).

« Firstly, the word sic means to dangle, hang, attach, fixed to. The
Embryo during the ailc stage is suspended in the womb of the

mother, and this fits the description.

e It also means a blood clot and we find that the external
appearance of the embryo and its sacs during this stage is
similar to that of a blood clot.

o Thirdly, it resembles a leech. The embryo at this stage obtains
nourishment from the blood of the mother, similar to the leech
which feeds on the blood of others.

o S0, the three meanings of the word ;ic correspond accurately

to the descriptions of the embryo at the stage mentioned in the

Qur'an.
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ALLAH’S CREATION OF THE HUMAN
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(1 We created man from an
extract of clay. Then We made
him as a drop in a place of

settlement, firmly fixed.

Al-Quran 23:12-14

Allah Al Jabbar - The Mender, The Dominant - ,LJI 4l

atis the
_ nlmtg:ﬂamh?

£ Then We made the drop into
an alaqah, then We made the
alaqah into a mudghah...

In arabic word "alagah
has 3 meanings:

Al-Quran 23:12-14 Al-Quran 23:12-14

o Leech 0 Suspended thing 6 Blood clot

Suspension ——

Famz (oateapinme Embryo after 15 days Embeys's Sacy
Inside Uterus large amounts of blood
ner
Also, the embryo at this stage We can see the suspension
obtains nourishment from the The second meaning of of the embeyo, during the We can find that the external
blood of the mother, similar to the word alagah is i o ! h ng " appearance of the embryo and its
the leech, which feeds on the “suspended thing." 4qan Swage, i the wom sacs dueing the alogah stage is
blood of others, (uterus) of the mother. similar to & bleod clot.

Allah Al Khalig - The Creator - GJGJI aUI
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‘Whatisthe
meaning of Mudghah?

(14 Then We made the drop into
an alaqah, then We made the
alaqah into a mudghah... mudghah

Arabic word mudghah means

“chewed substance.”
Al-Quran 23:12-14

Profmior Kemn L W

Rigere [0 take 2 nd the g 7 gt
; anc N compare Ml th ar embve at the d ¢
pieceolgum : 3 > r v MUt

, embryoat the mudghah stage. acquuEs thesappeaganice of a
in hisiaEhermoutis . e R st f
vERRSUDSTance

Teethmark Somites

Chewed Tutlile gaer Pocogapn of an enbeyo @ the sudghah stage ~ I 2yl nid

Allah Al Qaadir - The All Able - sl aUl
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Now, from the Mudghah, Allah
gently forms bones. And the

embryo starts taking shape and
limbs get more distinct now.

Allah Al Lateef Al Khabeer — The Most Subtle — The All-
Knowing - judJl cadalll aUl

Finally, Allah covers the bones

with flesh and a human being is
born

Allah Al Awal wal Aakhir Ad-Dhaahir Al Baatin
The First The Last The Most Apparent The Most Hidden

obWI Wl ;331 Jo¥l Ul

o -
*

a1 Gl & a;LEs
Blessed is Allah The Best of Creators
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

(el 5T

o The previous ayah spoke about the Creation, but it referred to
the creation in general. This ayah goes into a specific creation
of Allah, which is the human being.

e The creation of the human being was also mentioned in Surah
At Teen, where Allah mentions that Mankind is created in the
best of the forms. Here there is a significant stage mentioned
for the creation of the human being. This is one of the initial
stages of the embryo.

o The creation of all the offspring origins from that of ‘nutfah’, a
drop of water, which is then placed securely in the womb of
the mother. After a period of 40 days, this ‘nutfah’, becomes an
‘alaqah’, which is described in the above ayah, then it is made
intfo a lump of flesh within another 40 days, after this the lump
of flesh is made into bones, then the bones are covered with
flesh. Finally, the soul is blown into the baby, thus begins the
movements of the baby in the womb of the mother. The baby
remains in the womb of the mother until 9 months, growing and
getting the complete nourishment from the placenta which is

connected to the mother.
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e The creation of the human has so many lessons for us to learn.
Firstly, if we see ourselves created from ‘nutfah’, this should
make us more humble and down to earth, as our origin is
something from a low fluid that is considered not good. So how
can we be proud and walk arrogantly on the face of the earth?
Does it suit us? No, absolutely not.

o Also, our creation reminds us of the Ability of Allah. How Allah
is able to make from this drop, a perfectly structured human
form, with the best of the intellect. We get the hidden objective
of our life from this creation. A human who has been created
with many advanced features, can they have no purpose in
life? Definitely not! We in fact have been created to do higher
ability tasks, and that’'s why Allah mentions us in the Qur'an.

« For example if we have all the resources to work on a project,
best of the laptops, printers, and all the available books to get
the information, will our project be a single sheet of blank
paper? Of course not, because so much has been given to us.
And similarly, the human has been given so much, thus the
best is expected from him, which is to worship Allah. It is an
honor to be selected to be a human to worship Allah.

How do we act on the ayah?

« Be humble and down to earth, as our origin is from a drop of

liquid that is very insignificant.
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« We all have a purpose in life, we need to work hard to fulfil this
purpose which is to worship Allah alone.

o Believe in Allah Al Khaliq, anything He created in this life is not
vain, random or imperfect.

o See the other creations of Allah like the sky, the sun and the
moon, how perfectly they are doing their job without

complaining.
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Qur’an Recitation (393L1)
Tajweed (s39=1l)

Memorization (Lka=Jl)

Qalqala
(dlils)

Ghunna
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud

and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001




Tafislr (saxmadl)

O EAr

Word Meaning
|j.§| Read
—[® -
d.lg;g And your Lord is
5}312| the Most Generous

The word §3°S‘§I means more generous; more honorable; more

precious; more respectable.
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NAME OF ALLAH

AL KAREEM / AL AKRAM (a5s3I)
THE EVER GENEROUS, THE MOST GENEROUS

Knowledge (plc)

Allah Al Kareem gives us without being cut-off so we should not
be afraid.

Allah Al Kareem is the One Who pardons us though we have
many mistakes.

Allah Al Kareem is the One Who counts each good deed ten
times to 700 times to without account and He’s the One Who
counts a sin as one.

Allah Al Kareem exchanges our sins to good deeds when we
seek His forgiveness.

Allah Al Kareem gives us before we even deserve it. He gives
us the faith, good deeds, knowledge and money.

Allah Al Kareem gives us before we even make dua.

Action (Joc)

Be generous to others, especially your parents and family.

Do not wait for someone to tell you to do something, do it
before they ask.

Give more than what's expected. For example, if your mother

asks for a cup of water, give her water with fruits and a flower.
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

(O3 ESs

e Here is another command to read, and this time, there is more
encouragement to read because ‘Read and Your Rabb is the
Most Generous'.

o« Sometimes in our class we get a command to read out aloud.
At first instance if we are not a good reader, we may be
nervous, and would not attempt to read. But the teacher asks
again encouraging us by saying, ‘read, | will help you, | will
guide you while you are reading’.

« We can see a similar approach here. The Prophet Muhammed
(2) could not read at the first instance because he was
illiterate. The second command comes to him in a more
encouraging way.

« How is Allah encouraging the Prophet Muhammed (%)? The
One Who nurtures and reforms the Prophet Muhammed (%) is
not any one, but The Most Generous. Allah will nurture and
reform everyone with His extreme generosity.

« The same way, if the teacher finds the child struggling to read,
she will help the child to overcome the difficulty by being very
generous towards the child by giving exitra help and time

towards the child.
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« The One Who created us knows our weaknesses and faults,
and He will help us to overcome our weaknesses by nurturing
us with His extireme generosity.

« What was the Prophet’s weakness? He did not know how to
read or write. Allah nurtured him with his special nurturing
where He was taught all what was required from the
knowledge of the Qur'an and the Sunnah. The first stage of this
was to be able to make him recite.

« In life, when we learn how to read and write, very easily we
attribute it to ourselves, and our abilities. It is actually Allah Who
deserves the praise and all credit, it is through His immense
generosity that He helped us to learn to read and write. When
one is able to read and write that helps him to further gain
knowledge, that is how we get educated, and form a living
through it. All this goes back to Allah, Who is the Most
Generous, who taught us in the first place to read and write.

« When we speak about generosity, we always think of someone
who is very kind and giving; we never think someone generous
could teach us and correct us our mistakes. This is what this
ayah is teaching us.

« The One Who's teaching us is the Nurturer, He's our Rabb, so do
not give up and always have hope. Do not listen to people who
say, ‘Arabic is difficult’. Allah your Nurturer will help you and

teach you.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e Ask Ar Rabb to teach what all what is beneficial to us.

o A person should not give up and say “l can’t read the Qur'an”;
Allah will teach us.

« We need to read a lot to increase in knowledge.

« Be grateful to Allah, as all the blessings which He bestows upon
us are not because we deserve it, but it's out of His generosity.

o Be generous to the ones below you.

« When you are trying to correct others, be kind and give them

time to change.
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Qur’'an Recitation (343I)
Tajweed (s39=1l)

Memorization (Lka=Jl)

OGN

Qalqala

(alals)
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud

and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

-

(O e

Word Meaning

PJ.E J._Ul Who has taught (the writing)

ela.'b by the pen

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah is taking care of everyone, as He is our Rabb. How is He
taking care of us in this surah? By teaching us how to read and
write.

e Reading and writing are the two main activities in the
education system that cover the aspects of learning. Reading
helps to benefit ourselves, whereas writing helps us to benefit
ourselves and others.

e Allah taught Adam the names of everything, all the
vocabulary, all the languages, the names of the angels, etc.
Then Allah (¥) commanded the angels and Iblis to prostrate to
Adam, why? Because he has been taught by Allah (¥%). Why
Adam? This is Allah’s favor to bestow the human the ability to

learn.
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Then Allah (¥*) taught the people writing by pen.

So, the first creation was the Pen. Allah (¥) commanded the
Pen to write. The Pen asked, ‘what should | write?’. Allah (¥*) said
‘write all of the decrees until the Day of Judgment’, all that is in
the Preserved Tablet. The Pen was obedient and did not object.
Allah made mankind to use the pen for the preservation of the
revelation. This shows the importance of the pen which is used
as a means to preserve the knowledge and also to spread it to
others.

We also find its importance, in Surah al Qalam, when Allah
swears by the Qalam, and Allah will not swear upon anything
but it's of great importance.

From this, the priority of gaining knowledge becomes
apparent.

dlll 353 50"t plawsy dele dlll ho Al Jousy JB :JB dic dlll s dyslro 9
((adde B420)) "oaall (3 dgidy 3> @y

Mvu'awiyah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah said, "When Allah wishes good for someone,
He bestows upon him the understanding of Deen." Riyadh As
Saliheen, Al-Bukhari and Muslim, Hadith 1376

By b lles (9™ :JUB plers dele dlll oo dll sy o die dlll usy 83350 i e
((pLucs 8l9,)) "@izdl J] Gasb @ &) dlll Jguos Lole dud unonily

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (£) said, "Allah makes the way to Jannah
easy for him who treads the path in search of knowledge." Muslim,
Hadith 1381
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Ibn Mas'vud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The
Prophet (£) said, "Envy is permiited only in two cases: A
man whom Allah gives wealth, and he disposes of it
rightfully, and a man to whom Allah gives knowledge
which he applies and teaches it." Riyadh As Saliheen, Al-
Bukhari and Muslim, Hadith 544

o« When the student of knowledge passes, the angels lower their
wings out of appreciation. There are angels roaming the land
until they find

a study circle and they call on each other to encircle them.

08 e padi 5a” 1JB pluss dele dll o eill e die dll udsy Bagsm il e
35 suasn e 355 o9 doluill pos 158 (o ds 58 die dlll Gaudd s Al xS (o &y S
oee & dlly 8,539 Wil 3 all s luso siww (o9 3553l L)l 3 aule alll
(Gysb &) alll Jguo Wale ded usaily liysb lls o dedl oe & aull 1S Lo seml
Ggunslaise lll QUS oliy (U5 dlll Siggy o oy 3 pod zaizl Log izl JI
osd dlll o sS3g Al pgiisg domsll pgisdics dinSudl pgae i 3] pgiss

A 4y g yaany @) alac oy Ul g 0nic
The Prophet (&) said, "He who removes from a believer
one of his difficulties of this world, Allah will remove one of
his troubles on the Day of Resurrection; and he who finds
relief for a hard-pressed person, Allah will make things
easy for him on the Day of Resurrection; he who covers up
(the faults and sins) of a Muslim, Allah will cover up (his
faults and sins) in this world and in the Hereafter. Allah

supports His slave as long as the slave is supportive of his
brother;, and he who ftreads the path in search of
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knowledge, Allah makes that path easy, leading to
Jannah for him; the people who assemble in one of the
houses of Allah, reciting the Book of Allah, learning it and
teaching, there descends upon them the tranquility, and
mercy covers them, the angels flock around them, and
Allah mentions them in the presence of those near Him;
and he who lags behind in doing good deeds, his noble
lineage will not make him go ahead."

Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 245

How do we act on the ayah?

e We need to record the knowledge we learn.

o Believe only Allah can teach us how to read and write.

e Aim to attend at least once a week study circle with

your friends.
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Qur’'an Recitation (343I)
Tajweed (s39=1l)

Memorization (Lka=Jl)
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud

and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

‘SJ.E He taught

Olaul the man

élé.j éj s which he knew not.

o0 0
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NAME OF ALLAH
AL ‘ALEEM (psl=ll)

THE ALL-KNOWING

Knowledge (olc)

Do you know what will happen to you tomorrow? No. Who

knows? eul=ll alll
eud=ll a)l knows everything that happened before and

everything that will happen. He knew everything before it even
happens. He knows when a leaf falls from the tree, He knows
what you're doing, what your mommy is doing. He knows what
everyone is doing, even the animals and the tiny ants.

Anything hidden to us is known to Allah. Do you know what's

happening inside your body? No. But Who knows? .=l i

sl all knows what you're thinking and what you're feeling,

even if you don’t say it. Do we know what other people are
thinking? No.

Action (Joc)

» We should do what's good and not lie because o<l alJl knows

everything.
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« We shouldn’t say things without knowing if it's real or not. For
example, can you say ‘I think she has a blue pencil inside her
backpack though you didn’t see what's inside?’ No.

e We should learn and know more about Allah and the Qur’'an.

Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah knows the past, present and future. He knows what we're
feeling, He knows what we said yesterday, and He knows what
we will say tomorrow. He even knows all the impossibilities and
the other options we could have. And Allah chose the best
option. Allah chose our parents for us and He knows all the
possibilities of every parent we could have had, but He chose
the best for us.

o Since Allah has complete knowledge and He has the most
perfect knowledge, then He is the One Who will teach us what
we need in this life.

e Allah brought human kind out of the womb of their mothers
knowing nothing, then provided them with hearing, sight and
hearts; He made it easy for them to learn.

e There is some knowledge we need to know, that may be
beneficial for us, and there is some knowledge that we do not

need to know.
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o The best of the knowledge which Allah taught us is the Qur'an
and Sunnah, which is the way of our life. We will never be able
to live a happy life, without the guidance of Allah, at every
stage.

 Knowledge that is hidden from us for instance, what’s in other
people’s hearts, or the time when we will die, or the Day of
Judgement. This is not required for us; it may be more harming
in knowing than not knowing. For e.g., if you know your friend
thinks bad about you in her heart, would you feel nice about
it? No. Or you know when you will die, will you be able to live
a happy life? Never.

o So whatever Allah taught us we need to thank him, as we were
ignorant before and this knowledge will come to us at different
stages of our life when we require it.

o Don’t you think what your mum knows is much more than what
you know about certain matters. Of course, your mum has
lived more than you and so Allah has taught her more than He
has taught you. Allah will teach us according to our age, and
our abilities to take that knowledge.

e S0, the next time, you see someone not knowing something,
always feel that Allah will teach them at the best time. This will
not make us to look down upon others when they don’t know

some answers.
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o Sometimes we think, “l don’t know how | will understand this? |
don’t know how I'll remember it” but we need to believe Allah

Ar Rabb will take care of us and teach us in the best way.

How do we act on the ayah?

o Believe that we all were ignorant at one stage of our life.

o Thank Allah for all the knowledge we have now, and do not be
proud.

e Do not look down upon the those who have little knowledge
than you.

o Ask Allah to increase you in beneficial knowledge.
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85
The Prophet (££) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

Word Meaning

Ms Nay,

E,L&J;' :,! Verily, man

'S °: does fransgress all bounds.

The word _,-=b means to cross one’s boundaries and rebel. So

here the person knows very well his limits, but still he makes it a
point to cross them.

This word is also used when the water from the ocean exceeds its
limits and comes on the earth, thus causing a flood and
destruction. In other words, to be unfair, behave proudly,
dominate, govern harshly, or become haughty are all crossing

one’s boundaries.

Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?
o After speaking about the commands in the first ayah about
reading, knowledge and writing, now Allah mentions the

nature of mankind, and how he forgets the hereafter.
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« The word (53) used here means “not”, “truly”, and “to take

heed of something”. What is Allah telling us here? There are
people who seek knowledge, but they do not better
themselves, or they do not develop their faith, or take
themselves to the guidance. So the previous ayat were about
the importance of seeking knowledge, but do all the people
who seek knowledge have good intentions? The next three
ayat show contradictions in gaining knowledge.

o Allah shows us an affirmation about a specific characteristic of
mankind that “he forgets”. What does he forget? He does not
forget eating and drinking, but forgets the main purpose in life.
We all have a purpose in life, i.e. Allah created us to worship
Him alone. The greatest deception in this life is when we think
we are created to do other things, and not focus on

worshipping Allah.

« The word _,2b is a word for excessive rebellion; it is used for

mankind in this ayah. What is the connection? The first ayat
were honoring mankind by giving him knowledge and causing
him read and write. This would eventually take away
ignorance out of man. But if the person does not gain
knowledge, then we should know the end result of ignorance
is man will eventually transgress in life. So, we see Allah has
addressed the solution first, and the issue has been addressed

later. In life, if we follow all what Allah wants us to do and
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remain within the boundaries and limits set by Allah, then we
will never fall into transgression.

The problem with man is he loves to live a “free” life, without
any restrictions, he doesnot like rules to be imposed on him.
This is a wrong understanding of life. Actually, when one follows
rules of Allah, it is a life of freedom and happiness. And when
we violate the rules, it becomes a life of misery and
restlessness.

For example, when your mother sets rules for you in the house,
you

may not like them, and think you have no freedom to do what
you want. With time you will see those rules were actually good
for you and made you a good individual in life.

Your friend might sleep late at night, but you may have a strict
sleeping time, or your friend may be on the phone whenever
she wants, but you have only an hour of phone time, and this
may irritate you. You will see that you will benefit from the set
rules, as it will make you more organized in life, and more
productive in your work.

We should know that all of those who transgressed in life did
not have a good end. For example, Allah tells us in the Qur’'an,
that Firaoun was one of the greatest transgressors. He drowned
in the same sea which he was proud of. The dwellers of A'ad

and Thamoud, they too transgressed in life, and they were
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destroyed in one go, the only thing that remains are their
dwellings.

We need to ask ourselves in which matters do we usually cross
our boundaries? Is it because of being influenced by others, or

due to our desires?”

How do we act on the ayah?

We should not cross our boundaries in any matters of life.
Always follow the rules of the school, home, and countiry.
When we see others not following the rules tell them nicely the
consequences of not doing so. (like, you may be punished,
you may lose your honor etc.).

Ask Allah to help us not to get influenced by people who
fransgress.
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585
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

@ AR

Word Meaning
S'j (Jl Because he considers himself
Lol self-sufficient.

The word ,izisl means to consider oneself free from need.

The initial letters alif seen and taa (&wul) in the Arabic

language mean ‘to seek’. Here the person is seeking of being

free of need.

Taddabur (sss)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o After informing about the state of mankind, that he has

transgressed and rebelled, it is now mentioned in ayah 7 the

main reason for his tfransgression. He sees himself as being free

of need of anyone in life. This makes him to have a carefree

life, not bothered about the boundaries, or breaking rules.

o For example, if you were given a deadline to complete your

homework and you were told if you cross the deadline, you

would lose all your marks, what do you think you would do?
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You may fall into any of the two groups. Group 1 will fry and
complete the homework well before the date of submission,
because they fear the consequences. This is mainly because
this group understand they are not completely independent in
life, and that they are not free of need. Of course, they have
rules to obey or else they will be accountable to the ones
above them. Group 2 would not bother to submit the
homework neither on time nor later. For them they feel they are
independent of others, free of need, and therefore would not
bother to follow any class rules laid down either by the teacher,
or the school rules, or rules at home.

Actually, this feeling of being independent and not needing
anyone can lead to a lot of chaos in society. Imagine if
everyone is breaking the rules on the road, they do not follow
the traffic lights, what do you think would happen? There would
be so many accidents and confusion on the road.

On the other hand, if everyone follows the rules on the road,
such as not speeding, or crossing the red lights, or slowing
down over the pedestrian crossing, there will be so much
peace and harmony in the society.

This feeling of self-sufficiency will lead to transgression but may
end up later in even bigger sins. For example, someone feels
He doesn’'t need Allah, he may think his wealth and children

are sufficient for him, and he doesn’t need Allah to look after
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him. This is a big delusion which we may fall into, so we need
to stop ourselves, well beyond the boundary, in order not to be
among the transgressors.

Now, let's connect the solution to the problem of being self-
sufficient. If we see the above ayah, Allah mentioned our
source of creation. We were so weak, a hanging piece of flesh.
Imagine something that is hanging, definitely it needs support
throughout, and we mentioned Allah Ar Rabb is taking care of
us, one stage after another. Here too we see in the beginning
stage of our lives we need our mothers to look after us. The
deceiving stage comes when we are able to walk and talk and
do things on our own, but if we think about it, the walking and
talking and all other actions are not actually done by us. It is
Allah Ar Rabb who is taking care of us and making us do
actions in order we proceed in life. For example, when you are
asleep, do you think you are the one who is looking after your
body or making yourself turn left and right? No, absolutely not,
it is Allah Al Qayyum Who makes this possible. He is looking
after us when we are awake and when we sleep. Feeling free
of need, or being self-sufficient, should totally be deleted, as
we can never live on our own or look after ourselves. We need

Allah for every breath of our life.
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How do we act on the ayah?

Do not feel proud if Allah has bestowed wealth upon you.
Look at the weakness of babies or the elderly, this will make us
humble, as we were weak at one stage of our life, and we will
be weak again when we grow older.

Never say ‘l| can do everything on my own’. We cannot rely on
ourselves or our money. We need Allah all the time for doing

all our work.

Say ‘Laa hawala wa laa quwwata illaa billaa’ aL 2] 398 39 Jo= 3

There is no might or power except with Allah. This will not make
us feel self-sufficient.

Know Allah alone is Self-Sufficient, He is Al Ghaniy - The Most
Rich and

free of needs. He needs no one to feed Him or give him drink
or anyone to do any tasks for Him.

Feel poor to Allah that you need Him all the time.

See the birds and observe their character, they are not self-
sufficient, but are putting their trust in Allah every morning for

their provision, and Allah feeds them.
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The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001




Tafislr (saxmadl)

Word Meaning

1 —

5 Surely

d g .'J! Unto your Lord

—o0 3
o> I is the return

The word h,s‘:.°,>f{'JI comes from &> which is to go back, return

something to its previous owner, bring back something to its
former place, cancel and withdraw.

Subhan Allah, here we need to go back and refresh our Pillars of
Faith which is to believe in the Day of Judgement. Everything in
this life has been created with a production and expiry date.
Human beings are also created not to live forever, we all have to
return back to our Owner Who took care of us in this life. This is the
belief which we all need to have, that we will all return to our

Rabb, and He will account us for our actions.

Note to teacher: Please revise all the Pillars of Faith with the
students.
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e In our lives, we can see two kinds of laws, we have physical
laws, such as gravity pulls and fire burns and so forth. We
automatically abide by them in our lives. We have no issues
against them. The reason for this is that we will immediately
face the consequences if we rebel against them. For example,
if someone is experimenting with fire, what will happen? It will
burn him instantly.

o« Now there are some other laws which are moral and go to our
hearts. These are the commands and prohibitions of Allah. If
we rebel against them, the punishment will not come instantly.
For example, if we lie our tongue will not fall off. When people
break such moral laws and see no consequence it makes us
think we are free to do as we please.

« However, the One Who created the physical laws also created
the moral laws and the One Who punishes us for breaking the
physical laws with immediacy is also the One Who can delay
giving us the punishment for breaking the moral laws.

o This delayed punishment may be in this life, if Allah wants to
reform us and make us better, or it could be after our return.
This is what we need to believe that we will be held

accountable for our actions when we return back to our Lord.
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People who believe in the return to their Lord vary. There are
those who follow all the laws ordained by Allah, out of fear of
being punished when they return to Him.

There are those who will follow the laws ordained by Allah,
hoping to get the reward from Allah when they return to Him.
There are some people who do follow the rules, but not
because of the above two reasons, but for a much higher goal,
to please their Rabb. To attain the pleasure of Allah both in this
world and the

hereafter.

To have this feeling is not easy because this requires us to know
Allah and His names, and His actions towards His creation.
When we know Allah, our heart will love none but Him. So, we
will only do deeds to seek His pleasure and His love.

For example, if you knew what your mother goes through when
you were a child, how she looked after you, had mercy for you,
and protected you from harm, guided you when you were
stuck in your life, then you will definitely love her and respect
her the most. So, if you make a mistake, you will surely not want
to return to her as you are ashamed to face her, out of love and
respect. On the other hand, you will want to do better and
follow all the rules so that she is pleased with you. Subhan Allah,
Allah should be more beloved to us than anyone else in our

lives. And the feelings of love and respect should be
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developed within us by knowing His actions towards us. This will
make us to return to Him by abiding by all the rules and not
transgressing in our lives.

When there is some information said in the form of the third
person, will that have more effect, or if it said directly? For
example, if the teacher comes into the class when you are
writing a test, and informs you that someone is cheating, will
that have more effect or if you have been named and pointed
out directly “you are cheating”? Of course, the second one.
Subhan Allah, in this ayah, it's not generally told that mankind
will return to their Lord, but it's said “Verily you will return to
your Lord”. This puts more responsibility on us.

Another point mentioned here is that the return is only to your
Lord, so it is big blessing that you will not be held accountable
by others. Imagine if it's your teacher who will account you on
the Day of Judgement, or your friend or your enemies, etc. this
would mean they would never be fair as they may have some
desires while judging us. So we need to be grateful that the One
Who cares about us, and is looking after us in this life, is the One

Whom we will return to.
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How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to believe that we all will leave this world, so do not
attach to the things in this life, as we will leave them.

« Work in life and do more good deeds to make our return an
easy one.

« The way to have a good return is to worship Allah alone and
not commit shirk.

e Make things easy for the people and do not make things
difficult for them. Whoever makes things easy for the people
then Allah will make things easy for him on the Day of

judgement.
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85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

R ) 2
Word Meaning
élél—l Have you (O Muhammad (£))
Lo sl seen him (i.e. Abu Jahl) who prevents,

The word 45 is to discourage, hinder, cause to go slow or stop,

prohibit, and hold back.

The one who does not fear the recompense may fall so low as to
abandon the guidance while encouraging others to do the same.
Such as discouraging people from praying, even though the

prayer is the best of actions.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Starting from this ayah until the end of the surah relates to one
person Abu Jahl. If it's mentioned in the Qur'an then it can be
relatable to anyone and we must believe.

e His original name was ‘Abu Al Hakam’ - the father of the wise

man, but ‘jahl’ means ignorance. His wisdom did not make him
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to choose Islam, rather he rejected it and his name will be
known like this until the end of time, Subhan Allah.

The Prophet (#) made a dua where he asked Allah to

strengthen Islam with whichever of ‘Umar ibn al Khattab or ‘Amr
bin Hisham (Abu Jahl) was dearer to Him. This means the

Prophet Muhammed (&) saw in Abu Jahl something

noteworthy, and if he had accepted Islam, he would have
been an amazing asset for the religion.

Subhan Allah, if we see the Surah before Al Alaq, Allah
describes in Surah at Teen about mankind who have been
created in the best of form, then some of them reduce
themselves to the lowest of the low. Here, you can see the
example related to the above ayah. Abu Jahl had so much
potential, but he did not live up to it and thus reduced himself
to the lowest of the low.

For example, you are one of the brightest children in class, but
you are not working hard by submitting the homework on time,
or participating in group discussions, or answering the
questions well, though you are aware of them. Instead you
chose to be proud, arrogant, put down others, and discourage
others from doing their work. What are you doing? Definitely
you are putting yourself lower, and at the end of the term, you

will be the lowest scorer in the class.
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o Allah gave him an intellect and mind, but he did not choose
Islam, and this is real ignorance. Ignorance is not when you
don’t know the multiplication table or computer, but real
ignorance is not knowing Allah. Someone might be so
intelligent in the Duniya, but he worships idols.

e Allah gave us a mind to choose the truth, He gave us eyes and
ears to see and hear the truth. So, we need to use them for the
right purpose, and use them to worship Allah Alone.

« Nowadays there are many examples of ‘Abu Jahl in this life.
Those who
are intelligent, know the truth when it comes to them, yet chose
to go against the truth because they have an ego that is
hidden, apart from the pride and arrogance that is apparent.
One can cure pride and arrogance by reminding themselves
of the consequences of the people before them who were
proud and arrogant. What happened to Firaun who was so
arrogant and proud and claimed himself to be the lord of the
worlds? You will find him lying in one of the museums, being
seen by millions of tourists. What happened to Titanic, whose
owner claimed on the first journey of the largest ship “Even if
God wills the ship will not sink”. When the "unsinkable" ship, the
largest, most luxurious ocean liner of its time crashed into an
iceberg on its maiden voyage in 1912, it took more than 1,500

of its 2,200 passengers to the bottom of the sea. There are so

106




many examples of the past which prove that anyone who
objects the truth and is arrogant and proud will not have a
good end. So, we need to take a lesson from this, and guard
ourselves against the above traits that can destroy us in this life
and in the hereafter.

We need to know that legislations in Islam are not to harm us,
but will benefit us in both worlds. When someone hinders or
prevents us from following the legislations, they have in
themselves some disease which is preventing them from
following the truth, an imbalance that is not letting them to
accept the truth. This will in turn make them fight against the
truth by stopping others from following the right legislation.

For example, if you have a friend who does not like to wear the
hijab, or pray in school because she feels it's not in fashion to
follow all the commands in the religion. You will see her
stopping you or discouraging you from wearing the hijab or
praying dhuhr in school. She knows the truth, but since it goes
against her own desires, she will not want you to follow the truth
as well. We need to be aware of such friends in school or our
neighborhood who can be a source of discouragement for us

when it comes to following the commands of Allah.

SIGNS OF A PERSON HAVING PRIDE/ ARROGANCE:

He doesn’t like others to have what he has

« He cannot avoid anger
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o« He cannot avoid being jealous of others

e He doesn’t accept advice from others

« He doesn’'t want to listen or accept advice from a
learned person or even attend lessons

« When advising people, he always puts them down

« When speaking he will say good remarks about himself

« When he speaks, he speaks with pride to let people
know he has knowledge

o He deals with people in a bad way

« He walks in a bad way

e He has looks down at others because he is wealthier or

has a better appearance

THE CURE FOR ARROGANCE INVOLVES KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

o Firstly, we should know Allah is our Rabb, and know
who we are. Allah created us from a clot of blood, we
are not worthy of any greatness and the true greatness
and pride are only for Allah.

It's said in the hadith,

Aa3lE 4 @5l 52 wiad¥l o WBEE 53 % off B35 Eelil plin off B35

ads § 58 &5 Lol J555 8 " pluss aude dlll Sl alll Joud; JIB "l a2 (2
Pyl e A5 Jlade a8 3 S 55 5N J535 95 438 (e J335 (e a5 Jlils

Abdullah narrated that the Messenger of Allah (£) said:

"Whoever has a mustard seed's weight of pride
(arrogance) in his heart, shall not be admiited into
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Paradise. And whoever has a mustard seed's weight of
faith in his heart, shall not be admitted into the Fire." Jami-
At Tirmidhi, Book 27, Hadith 104

How do we act on the ayah?

o Be aware of two bad traits in life, pride and arrogance.

e Even if you don’t follow commands of Allah, due to your
weakness or laziness, never stop others from following
it.

e Always be among those who remind others of good
and encourage others to do good deeds.

e Do not accompany friends who prevent or discourage
you from following the religion.

e« Make dua to Allah to make us among those who guide people

and not misguide them.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

LT A slave (Muhammad (Peace be upon

him))

Lo |.3! when he prays?

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
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Narrated Ibn “Abbas:Abu Jahl said, "If | see Muhammad praying
at the Ka'ba, | will tread on his neck." When the Prophet (&) heard

of that, he said, "If he does so, the Angels will snhatch him away."
Sahih Bukhari, Book 65, Hadith 4958
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Abu Huraira reported that Abu Jahl asked (people) whether
Muhammad placed his face (on the ground) in their presence. It
was said to him:Yes. He said: By Lat and "Uzza. If | were to see him
do that, | would trample his neck, or | would smear his face with
dust. He came to Allah's Messenger (¥) as he was engaged in
prayer and thought of trampling his neck (and the people say)
that he came near him but turned upon his heels and tried to
repulse something with his hands. It was said to him: What is the
matter with you? He said: There is betlween me and him a ditch
of fire and terror and wings. Thereupon Allah's Messenger (may
peace he upon him) said: If he were to come near me the angels
would have torn him to pieces. Then Allah, the Exalted and
Glorious, revealed this verse- (the narrator) said: We do not know
whether it is the hadith transmitted by Abu Huraira or something
conveyed to him from another source: "Nay, man is surely
inordinate, because he looks upon himself as self-sufficient.
Surely to thy Lord is the return. Hast thou seen him who forbids a
servant when he prays? Seest thou if he is on the right way, or
enjoins observance of piety? Seest thou if he [Abu Jahl] denies
and turns away? Knowest he not that Allah sees? Nay, if he desists
not, We will seize him by the forelock-a lying, sinful forelock. Then
let him summon his council. We will summon the guards of the
Hell. Nay! Obey not thou him" (, 6-19). (Rather prostrate thyself.)
Ubaidullah made this addition: It was after this that (prostration)
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was enjoined upon and Ibn Abd al-Ala made this addition that

by "Nadiyah” he meant his people. Sahih Muslim, 2797

e In a second incident Abu Jahl saw Allah’s Messenger (&)
standing in prayer. Abu Jahl told ‘Ugbah ibn Abi Mu'it to get a
shawl and put it around the Messenger of Allah (¥) and choke
him. ‘Ugbah came up behind him and put a piece of cloth
around his neck and began choking him. Abu Bakr (4 & )
heard the commotion and rushed forward to defend the
Prophet (¥). He shoved ‘Ugbah away and said, “Do you kill a
man for saying my Lord is Allah?”

o« Ayat 9 and 10 are revealed in relation to the above incidents.
Behind all the incidents we see Abu Jahl who made it difficult
for Prophet Muhammed (£) to pray and worship Allah.

o This is the lowest of the low he could reach, by preventing the
Messenger (£) to connect to His Lord. Notice here, Allah has
used a name for Prophet Muhammed (2= .(2 which means a
slave.

« Human or man was not mentioned, but a slave is someone
doing what his Master tells him. We may feel, a slave is
someone low or with no honor or position, someone who is
dependent. When we are the slave of the people this is exactly
how we will be treated. But being a slave of Allah, is nothing

but honor, freedom, and higher rank.
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e Therefore, we all need to strive to be the slaves of Allah. When
we are the slave of Allah, then we do what has been
commanded to us. We do not hesitate to follow his rules and
regulations, even if we find others trying to prevent us from
following our Master. For example, if you are doing a job for
your teacher, and if someone comes and tries to stop or
discourage you and then ask you ‘why are you doing this for
your teacher?’. What would you answer to this? This person has
no right to interfere and stop you, as you are obeying your
teacher, and no one should have any objection to this. Another
example, if an employee is doing what his employer tells him
then someone can’t say ‘why are you
doing this?’. He's following his employer.

o The more we learn about Allah, the more we see how great He
is, how much He's taking care of us, and how He knows
everything about us. Thus the more we should feel obliged to
Him, worship Him alone and be His slave at all times attending
to Him. This is actually real happiness and freedom which we
will feel and enjoy in this life.

o« What was the messenger doing when he was stopped? He was
worshipping His Lord in Salah. The word salah, has three main
meanings.

o Itis the connection with Allah

o Dua that you make to Allah
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o And mercy

« When a person is connecting to His Lord, it is a very special
moment between him and His Lord. And it is a great
opportunity which His Lord has bestowed upon him, to be able
to connect to Him five times a day.

o Why did Abu Jahl not allow the Messenger (£) to pray to Allah?
Abu Jahl said when the Prophet (¥) prays then it makes others
uncomfortable to pray to the idols. So, Abu Jahl commanded
the Prophet (£) to stop praying, but who is Abu Jahl to stop the
Prophet (¥)? A person cannot disobey Allah while obeying
others and trying to please them. We are all slaves of Allah ()
and belong to Him.

« The same scenario we can see in our life, how people prevent
others from praying to Allah. For example, when someone is
praying, we might switch on the TV, or talk loudly, or make fun
of people when they bow or prostrate. All of these actions are
actually distracting the one who prays and can prevent the
person from connecting properly with His Lord. So, we need to
seek forgiveness from Allah if we have been involved in any of
these actions in our life.

o This also shows the importance of the prayer in life, as it
connects us to our Lord, and relieves us from all the stress and

anxiety.
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The most important of all the worship after Shahada ie entering
into Islam is Salah. The first thing we will be questioned and
asked about on the Day of Judgement is our Salah. If the salah
was good and sound, the all others deeds will be sound. So,
this shows that we need to first excel and perfect our salah and

give it the most priority in our life.

How do we act on the ayah?

Be a slave to Allah, and not to friends or things around us.

We need to make proper salah, and make sure we
concentrate in our salah.

Try and avoid anything that can distract us in our salah, like our
toys, phones, or people talking.

Ask forgiveness if we have made fun of anyone who is
worshipping Allah, wearing hijab, praying, or any other ways.
We need to encourage our younger siblings to pray along with
us to show them the importance of salah.

Know when we start our Salah, we are actually speaking to
Allah, so we should not miss the opportunity to talk to Him.

Do not disturb anyone’s prayer.

Do not obey the creation in disobeying Allah (%),

Do not stop others from doing good, or be part of someone
who's stopping others to good.

Do not put yourself in a position to challenge Allah’s legislation.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud

and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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é&j’i Tell me

C,lg (_,! if he (Muhammad (Peace be upon him)) is
Ls.;.éj| UI.E on the guidance (of Allah)?

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e The word cgl,l is repeated three times in this surah. When words

are repeated then we should consider it. The word is in a
question form, ‘to see’ and this seeing can be with the eyes or
heart. Here the word is addressing the Prophet (¥) and anyone
else reciting the Qur'an.

o It was revealed regarding Abu Jahl who threatened Prophet
Muhammed (%) for performing prayers at the sacred Masjid.
Allah admonished him in the most excellent manner, asking

him in a way, “how would you react O Abu Jahl when you
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know the one whom you are preventing from prayer is on the
Straight Path in all that he does?”

Being on the Straight Path is mentioned by the words (:s3gil <)

that means upon the guidance. The preposition which is used
here is to refer o something high and being above.

Guidance consists of two parts, knowledge and actions. We
cannot be guided to a place only through knowledge, but we
need to act upon that knowledge also. For example when we
use the navigator, it's not only the map that will be beneficial
to us, but we need to follow its directions to reach our
destination. So, from this we know guidance is not only the
knowledge which Allah sent down upon us i.e. the Qur'an and
the Sunnah, but also to implement and act upon it to reach
Jannah.

You will notice in the Qur'an when guidance is mentioned then

the preposition mentioned before it is (Llc). Why is it before

guidance? If you follow guidance with knowledge and actions,

then you will be above the truth.

On the other hand, when it mentions misguidance then it's (é)

— as if fo be inside misguidance and darkness. When you're on
the truth, you can see above and below, you can see what'’s
right and wrong, but someone on misguidance is inside the

darkness and cannot see what's right and wrong.
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« What are darknesses? Shirk, ignorance, disobedience, bida’'q,
and sins. What is guidance? Islam, increasing faith, good
deeds, obedience, following the Sunnah of the Prophet (£),
making dua, making istighfar.

« When you are on the guidance and others do not like it that
you wear hijab or pray then this is a test for you to remain and
become more stronger in your religion. You should know with
certainty that you are on the truth and that those who make fun

of you or discourage you, are unable to do what you can do.

How do we act on the ayah?

o Ask Allah (¥*) for guidance
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Abdullah reported that Allah's Messenger (£) used to supplicate
(in these words): " O Allah. | beg of You the right guidance,

safeguard against evils, chastity and freedom from want." Sahih
Muslim, Book 38, Hadith 97
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o Apply the instructions from Allah ().
« Do not leave the guidance if the ignorant people are making

fun of you.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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S §.§JJLv piety?

The word dgﬁle means to be cemented, be firmed up, be

protected, be safe, be reinforced, ad be stabilized. It also

means to be strong, forceful, powerful (as it has a similar root

for (ss8) devoutness, fear of Allah, piety are some other

meanings of this word.

A person with tagwa desires to be in the good pleasures of
Allah and to stay away from those things that would displease
Allah. He is careful not to go beyond the bounds and limits
set by Allah. He is careful to not follow his desires against what
Allah has set forth.
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e In this ayah we learn another reason why Prophet Muhammed
(£) should not be rebuked or threatened for praying. He not
only is upon the guidance but also enjoins tagwa.

o« To command others to taqwa is a higher level because it’s also

helping others.
« He'srighteous by himself and reforming others (xl.as 7JLo). He

not only prays but tells others to pray. He not only not lies but
tells
other to not lie. Anyone commanding to tagwa is for sure on
guidance.

« We have a clear evidence from the Qur'an itself. In Surah Al
Asr, we have been commanded four important things to be

done in order not be among the losers.

1351555 CBILAN lolags 1631 Gl 31 (2) st L Slasdl 1 (1) suails

(3) 522 1351535 3y
By Al-'Asr (the time). (1) Verily, man is in loss, (2) Except those
who believe (in Isldmic Monotheism) and do righteous good
deeds, and recommend one another to the truth (i.e. order one
another to perform all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma'ruf) which
Allah has ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil
deeds (Al-Munkar) which Allah has forbidden), and
recommend one another to patience.
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o Those who believe, do righteous good deeds, enjoin the truth
upon others and remind others to be patient are the successful
ones.

o Thus you are upon guidance due to your faith and good deeds.
This is enlightening you. But when you enjoin others with good
and forbid evil, and be patient upon it, this is your Tagwa. And
this is actually enlightening others.

« Notice here when did Abu Jahl actually prevent Prophet
Muhammed (%)? When he did an action. So, when the Prophet
() had only knowledge, he did not prevent him then, but when
he started to act upon the knowledge, that's when the
opposition increased. So this shows the value of a person
increases with the actions he does. Having knowledge and not
acting upon it will not honor anyone. Knowledge with the
actions brings success and honor.

e We have two kinds of actions:
o dactions of the limbs
o actions of the heart

« Taqgwa is a collection of all the actions of the heart. Allah does
not command with actions of the limbs, but actions of the heart.
The heart is main, when the heart acts then the limbs will follow
it.

e People usually command others with actions of the limbs, and

they might do it once but not all the time.
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On the avuthority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him) who said:The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said, “Do not envy one another, and do not
inflate prices for one another, and do not hate one another, and
do not turn away from one another, and do not undercut one
another in trade, but [rather] be slaves of Allah and brothers
[amongst yourselves]. A Muslim is the brother of a Muslim: he
does not oppress him, nor does he fail him, nor does he lie to him,
nor does he hold him in contempt. Tagwa (piety) is right here [and
he pointed to his chest three times]. It is evil enough for a man to
hold his brother Muslim in contempt. The whole of a Muslim is

inviolable for another Muslim: his blood, his property, and his
honor. Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 1, Hadith 235

o« There are so many ways to explain tagwa. One is to take
precavutions, for example you are supposed to enter a dark
house which you have never been to before. What is required
of you before you go? of course you need to have clear
knowledge of how the interiors will be. If you don’t have
instructions, you will surely fall down or scratch yourself.

« Another meaning of tagwa is not to follow your desires. This
goes very well with the above actions of mankind. What makes
one to transgress? It's because he thinks he is self-sufficient. But

what makes him think this way, because of following his

131




desires, and not having taqwa. If one has taqwa, is cautious
with knowledge, then surely, he will not be able to feel secure
or self-sufficient, which will in turn prevent him from
transgressing.

o So the Prophet (¥) is commanding the people to have taqwa,
to be cautious, and if you're cautious inside then you’ll be
cavutious outside.

« Allah has commanded us to have taqwa in our life as a
safeguard. And the ones who will be guided are the ones who

have tagwa. So, tagwa forms the basis for guidance as well.

How do we act on the ayah?
o Ask Allah to make us from the muttaqgeen.
o If anyone advices you to have tagwa, do not turn away from

them.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)

as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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if he (the disbeliever, Abu Jahl) denies (the

truth, i.e. this Qur'an)

and turns away?

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« We are informed here of another two descriptions of Abu Jahl.

Initially we were told he prevented the Messenger () from

praying to Allah. Now it is said about his denial/ disbelief and

turning away.

o The word o435 means to belie, contradict, refute. It also means

to cheat, fabricate, deceive and mislead.

« What was he belying or contradicting? About Allah and His

Messenger (£). The messenger is sent to inform us about Allah

and the Day of Judgement. Our duty is to believe in Allah and
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the one who informs us about Allah which is the messenger.
Those who have arrogance and pride in their hearts, will be
stopped from accepting any news about Allah, whether it is
about His actions, or our actions towards Him.

Now why does one deny news about Allah? Again, coming to
the same point, their arrogance does not allow them to accept
the message from someone whom they knew from before.
They prefer the message to be delivered by someone whom
they desire, and also, they want a message which goes in
accordance to what they desire. Both of which are not
possible. So, they continue to deny whatever the messenger
brings in from the commands and prohibitions which do not fit
in with what they have in their minds.

Ask yourself, “how can we have the rules and regulations
according to our desires? Do you think there will there be
harmony and peace in the world? Will the universe run how it’s
running now?”

Imagine rules are made according what everyone wants, do
we all have the same needs and requirements? No. Then how
can rules and regulations be based on people who are
variables whose thoughts keep changing.

So we need laws from the Most knowledgeable, Who is free of
requirements, and Who is constant and does not change.

Basically, we need divine rules and regulations which come
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only from Allah as He is the only One with the above
characteristics.

So Abu Jahl, not only denied Allah and the Messenger (), but
he was also deceiving others by his outward action.

That's why in the beginning of the surah we have a command,
but there is a reminder about our origin. We were created from
a clot. So, we were all weak and unable to do things on our
own. Allah sitrengthened us and provided us with all that is
required to live. All of these actions of Allah of taking care of
us, providing us with generosity, correcting our mistakes and
guiding us to the right path. It cannot be that we have no
actions towards Him.

We have a purpose in life and in order to fulfill that purpose,
Allah is subjecting all things to us (sun, Moon, stars, water, air,
day and night, sky and mountains etc.) o make use of them
and fulfil the main purpose which is worshipping Allah.

Now suppose if someone denies this purpose of worshipping
Allah out of arrogance. He is indirectly denying all the favors
and blessings he’s enjoying from Allah.

To be a believer, we need to believe in all the six pillars of faith.
To believe in Allah, His books, His messengers, His angels, the
Last Day, the decree good and bad of it. Denying any one part

of this will be considered disbelief.
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Note to Teacher: Emphasize ‘Belief in the Last Day’ is one of the Six Pillars of

Iman.

How do we act on the ayah?
o Do not be arrogant, it will make us to deny the truth.
o Do notrefuse any good advice for not liking that person.

e Be humble and submit to the commands of Allah.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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NAME OF ALLAH
ALLAH (aU1)

You will always find this name with ‘alif’ (1) and ‘lam’ (J). You

cannot remove these two letters.

One of the characteristics of this name is that Allah has stopped
the tongues and the hearts of any human being to name
themselves, ‘Allah’, SubhanAllah. it is not possible for anyone
to call themselves, ‘Allah’.

Allah is the One being worshipped and being attached to out

of love and magnification.

Ibn Abbas (aic i ;) defined the name of Allah as the

Owner of the divinity and Owner of worship over all of His

creation.
suzanl dils Lle D5g.2)lg danol¥l o3 alll

Allah is the Owner of Divinity and Perfection means, the
perfection which makes Him Allah.

Allah is the Owner of worship means, meaning all of the
worship belongs to Allah alone. Every creation of Allah is

worshiping Allah whether willingly or unwillingly. Whether they
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are inhabitants of the earth or the heavens. Even the
disbeliever is worshipping Allah unwillingly.

This name of Allah includes every Praise, Majesty, Generosity,
Honor, Beauty, Excellence Goodness.

Whenever we mention this name, it will make anything little to
increase, the distress will follow relief, the bottle neck situations
will open for us, the worries and grief will be happiness and joy.
With this name of Allah, any one weak will get power, any
humiliated Allah will give him honor, any one poor Allah will

give him richness, anyone failing Allah will give them victory.

Attachment to Allah alone: We will not attach to anything
except Allah. No one is worthy of worship except Allah (¥). So,
we will worship Allah out of love and magnification, Subhan
Allah.

Constant remembrance: We will always mention Allah’s name,
whether

by tongue such as always talking about Him. Or in our heart,
constantly thinking about Him.

Hastening towards His Pleasure: When we know Allah (%), it will
make us want to hasten and run towards His pleasure, Subhan

Allah. We really want to work for the sake of Allah.
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NAME OF ALLAH

AL BASEER (jadl)
THE ALL-SEEING

Knowledge (plc)

There are two types of Seeing of suadl ll.

The seeing which is visual; Allah has the ability to see
everything — His Eyesight is Perfect, and nothing can be hidden
from His eyesight whatever is even under the earth or above

the heavens.

swadl dl sees the movements of the black ants which are

under the back rock in a darkness of the night. Not only the
movements, He sees their veins, their blood circulation their

organs; hidden and apparent.

sl all even Sees the small, tiny particles which cannot be

seen with our eyes and we need to use different equipment’s
like the microscopes to see it.

swadl dlll sees the movements of the slaves — how the slaves are

changing their positions and the feelings inside their heart -
these positions are exactly seen by Allah.

swadl dll can even See the speaking of the eyes; the emotions

in the eyes and the movements of even the eyelids.
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The second seeing is with the insight, He knows the

consequence of the things, well-informed with everything.

This seeing is more intangible. .ol Ul sees us doing the outer

actions as well as our intentions and motives, why we are doing

the action — knowing inside out- All-Knower ol<l| Ul as well as

the All-Seeing s«aJl alll, so His Sight is coupled with His Perfect

Knowledge.

We should beautify our inside, what to think, what to say, what

to utter, because ;.adl all knows what is inside, so we should

watch all our actions as well thoughts and vtterances.
We should adorn our outer by constantly accounting ourselves;

we continuously need to check and account ourselves.

This should make us afraid of ,cadl all as He is constantly

watching us.

We need to feel shy while committing sins because we know

we are being watched by jwadl alll.
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e When Allah says (el2; PJI) - “does not he know”, this means we

need to know with evidence. We have evidence for all the
news from Allah. Knowledge is always with evidence.

e In the beginning of the surah, Allah mentions He has taught us
what we didn’'t know. So, we need to believe that Allah is the
One Who teaches us, and what Allah has taught us? That He is
All-Seeing.

« Allah sees everything, He sees the black ant on the black rock
in the darkness of the night. He even sees the blood and food
flowing inside its vein, Subhan Allah. So, what about anything
else? This makes a person cavtious and alert when he knows
Allah sees him.

« We need to believe Allah has Two Eyes, but we cannot
describe them. He sees, and nothing can be like His seeing.

e Ourseeingis not like Allah’s seeing. We can only see the things
in front of us, but we cannot see the details of those things also.
We cannot see what's hidden in the hearts of the people like
jealousy, pride, hatred, enmity etc. We cannot see the invisible
things, like angels, shayateen and the jinn. There are some
microbes, viruses which are all around us, but we cannot see

them.
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Allah will make us see only those things which are beneficial
to us. The things that are not required to be seen, may harm us
or scare us.

It's from Allah’s favor that he makes us see the beautiful sky,
the mountains, the trees, the birds, the animals, the oceans and
the rivers. We can also see what's beneath the oceans by
diving inside the waters and see the beautiful creations.

Why did Allah allow us to see? To know Him more through His
actions and ayat. When we know Allah more, we will see His
Greatness and that will make us to respect and love Allah
more. This is actually required for worshipping Allah, love and
respect.

Now what made Abu Jahl, to deny, to turn away and also to
stop others from doing good? He did not believe Allah sees.
When we transgress or do bad to others, then all of this is due
to the lack of knowledge that Allah sees us and is constantly
and closely watching us and our actions.

Do we tend to misbehave when the teacher is in class or our
parents are in front of us? No because we know we are being
watched, and we will be caught.

What makes us to do good deeds, or wake up for fajr on time?

When we know Allah is All Seeing.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e Be cautious of our talks and actions.

e Be cautious of what we think inside our hearts.

o Account our deeds before they are accounted by Allah.
« Be afraid to sin as we are being watched.

o Shyness before doing any bad deeds as Allah is watching us.
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85
The Prophet (£)) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

;l'g Nay!

gl.’:l.igi éj' Qéj If he (Abu Jahl) ceases not
LE.L:J We will catch him
:l.i.‘olzlb by the forelock,

The word zai5 comes from the root zis which means to grab

onto something and pull it hard, and to beat hard with the wrist.
Another meaning is to burn in such a way it will change the color

of the skin to blackness. It also means to make a sign.

2.3..9L"ZII is the forelock which is the front part of the head. It has a

specific function to choose between right and wrong.
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Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o There is a confirmation which is given in the ayah, by the word

s5. If Abu Jahl does not stop from what he is doing from the

above actions, then surely, he will face the consequences.

« Now we can notice that the previous ayaat all spoke about the
knowledge, and now the subject has again changed to Abu
Jahl. It is said that he was known as ‘Abu Al Hakam’, due to his
wisdom of judging between the Arabs. Quraysh at that time
turned to him for guidance and counsel. However, due to his
rejection of the true knowledge that our Prophet Muhammed
(2) brought, he was named ‘Abu Jahl’, the father of ignorance.
And this is how he has been remembered in history. So, we can
see how the ayaat of knowledge are followed by the opposite,
i.e. the one of the ignorance.

o The first part of the surah is all connected to knowledge and
the second part is speaking about the most ignorant
disbeliever. What is the connection between the two?

o« Knowledge is a means to humility. If you see a tree with strong
roots, it will soon have branches and leaves that are very high.
The more the roots are strengthened the more you will see the
branches higher but bending downwards. In the end, the tree

will bear fruits that will make the branches go lower.
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e We can see the same example of a person with knowledge.
The more he has knowledge, the more he feels humble
towards Allah, and the people around him. The more he has
knowledge the more excellent manners will come out of him,
which will show more of his humbleness. If a person humbles
himself due to knowledge, then Allah raises him and honors
him, both in this life and hereafter. And on the other hand, if
someone is rejecting the knowledge and becomes arrogant
and haughty, then Allah puts him down in this life and
hereafter.

o Did we see any of the difference in Abu Jahl? True knowledge
came to him, he possessed intellect, but he rejected and
turned away from it. All of this is due to his arrogance.

« The grabbing, which is mentioned here, is similar to how an

animal can be grabbed from the front when its owner is angry.

We have a similar grabbing scene by Mosa (a3l audc), when

he saw Bani Israel worshipping an idol. He was full of anger and

that made grab his brother Haroon (a3l «ulc) by his beard.

o The forelock or forehead in Arab tradition is the place of one’s
pride and dignity, and even in our times today we appreciate
this, which is why people wear hats and turbans as a mark of
honor and respect. It is a place where the mind and
knowledge rest, so it is befilting that the one who denies this

knowledge, is to be dragged by his forehead.
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o At the end of the surah is a command for prostration. This is a
direct command to Prophet Muhammed (%) and also to the
ones who recite this surah. Notice the place of prostration is the
forelock. So by following the command, Prophet Muhammed
(£) is gaining closeness to Allah. But the denial of Abu Jahl to
put down his forehead will surely make his forehead to be
pulled down on the Day of Judgement. This shows us the
recompense in the hereafter is exactly by one’s deeds in this
life.

e The word forelock has been described in Surah Ar Rahman too.
pl38315 ouollly 35506 Rl Dobyidll 335

‘The Mujrimun (polytheists, criminals, sinners, etc.) will be known
by their marks (black faces) and they will be seized by their
forelocks and their feet’ Surah Ar-Rahman 55:41
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should always accept the truth when it comes to us.

Be cautious of being proud or haughty.

Ask Allah to protect us from arrogance for it has a bad
consequence.

Humble yourself by choice in this life before you are forced to
humble.

We need to seek knowledge as it will prevent us from

ighorance.

Note to Teacher: Tell students to find at least one virtue of gaining

knowledge, discuss the virtues in the next class.
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a5
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

o= == Sl
Word Meaning

é..s.‘_ol; forelock!

:’._3'3 A lying

?Lﬂal.; sinful

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah is describing the forelock of Abu Jahl in detail. This can
be anyone with the same qualities.

o The forehead is a place of filtering and reasoning. The mind is
where thoughts are accumvulated and we need to make a
decision whether to choose right or wrong. The forehead helps
us to make this decision. Subhan Allah all our body parts are
indeed created for a purpose.

o For example, you have a new teacher in your class. You see
she is a bit on the heavier side. This information is now in your
mind, you have two options, either you will keep quiet and say

nothing about the teacher, or just call her a ‘fat teacher’. This is
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because your forehead did not filter the information well and
so you said exactly what was in your mind.

Abu Jahl's forehead has been described by two words.

Lying is the first description, i.e. he sees the truth and then
rejects it and walks away from it.

The second description is for the one who sins intentionally.

There are those who sin out of ignorance and there are those

who know it is wrong and still do it. («,bl>) is one who sins

intentionally and (ki) is one who sins unintentionally. Look

how a change of a letter gives another meaning. Abu Jahl
knew the consequences of his sins, but still he persisted in

doing them.

How do we act on the ayah?

Think good about people and situations in life.

Having a clean heart can make the forelock think good and
filter well.

Do not encourage lies even if it's a joke.

Do not take sins lightly.

Ask forgiveness if you have lied to anyone in your life.

Ask forgiveness if you have sinned intentionally.

Be determined to not come back to the lie or sins which you
did before.

163




o If we find any commands difficult then ask Allah to open our
hearts to it.

e« Do not mock any ayaat of Allah.
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85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Word Meaning

élg.ls Then, let him call upon
ég'..}l} his council (of helpers):
Taddabur ()

So what do we learn from the ayah?

e In this ayah, Allah challenges the disbeliever (Abu Jahl in this
case). There are different ways Allah will fry and show the truth
to the people. If they insist in resisting and turning away, they
will be shown their consequence in this life in order to bring
them back to the truth. But if they persist on falsehood,
sometimes a challenge is posed to them to prove what they
are worshipping is not the truth. Will they be able to provide the
proof? No.

o Here there is a command. The commands in the Qur'an can

be direct and indirect. The one which is used here is an indirect

command to call upon his ° 3. It comes from the root ..

which means to call. The word (sb) means a club, a place

where people gather, where they talk, and get to know each
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o ofther, to feel a connection, a familiarity, a sense of belonging.
e« So Allah is challenging him and all those who deserve the
punishment, to call upon their listeners, acquaintances, and
those around them, in
order to help them against what has befallen them.

« For example, suppose you are in a gang of naughty children,
and you are caught doing some bad action by you teacher.
What will she tell you? Before punishing you, she may
challenge you to get all those gang members whom you were
friends with. Will they come to help you?

o This is why the company we keep is very important, we should
be with the righteous people as much as possible. On the Day
of Judgement, all close friends will be enemies to each other,
except for the muttageen. The muttageen are friends not
because of desire or choice, but because they are friends for
the sake of Allah.

How do we act on the ayah?
« Be in the company of good friends who remind you of Allah.
o Seekrefuge from Allah from bad friends.
« Make dua to Allah to make the people with tagwa follow you.
GLs] Seaial) Glasls o2l 355 G535 Ualsil o U i (5
"Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring
who will be the comfort of our eyes, and make us

leaders for the Muttaqun.
(Surah al Furgan : 74)
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a5
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and Af- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)
Oy

Word Meaning
£ We will call

dsb I the guards of Hell (fo deal with him)!

L LR

The word 4G 3Jl comes from the word 35, which means to guard

and defend very strongly. These are the characteristics of the
guards of the hellfire. They will guard so strongly that if any one

tries to escape they will be severely attacked.

Taddabur (sss0)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

Note to Teacher: Remind students of ‘Belief in the angels’ as part of the Six
Pillars of Iman.

« Allah informs us about His angels who guard the hellfire. This is
one of the pillars of Iman i.e. to believe in the angels. The main
angels are Angel lJibreel, who brings the revelation, Angel
Israfeel who will blow in the trumpet, Angel Mikaeel, the one
who brings down the rain. Apart from these we have the angel

of death who takes the souls of the people, angels who protect

173




us, write down our deeds, ask forgiveness and mercy for us. All
angels have been allotted their jobs and they do them with
pleasure showing no fatigue at all.

« Here specifically mentioned are the keepers of the hellfire.
They are the ones who will punish the people in the hellfire. It is
said these angels will be very harsh and hard and will not have
any mercy for the people, as they deserve the punishment.

o This also shows us that Allah is never unjust to His slaves. If they
enter the hellfire, it is out of their own stubbornness that they
chose the disbelief and entered the fire. Before entering the
hellfire, they will be made to accept what they did was wrong.
So the decision of Allah is not random, they will be clearly
shown their deeds before the recompense they deserve.

« Here Allah is challenging those ‘preventers’ of good. Which of
the two parties will be stronger? Is there a comparison?

Definitely the forces of Allah will be victorious.

How do we act on the ayah?

o« Make dua to seek refuge from the punishment of the hellfire.

Do not be among those who prevent people from doing good.
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85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will
be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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Tafislr (saxmadl)

Word

() & L0 Boh AN K

Meaning

-
y

Nay! (O Muhammad (Peace be upon him))!

&b} j Do not obey him (Abu Jahl)
lfa.&»l 9 fall prostrate

u?l—'§|§ draw near to Allah!
Taddabur (sssl)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o This is a direct command to the Prophet Muhammed (£) which

has come only in the end. If we see the sequence of any surah,

the nurturing takes place before the command is put forth.

o For example, the swimming coach will not take the children

into the big pool unless she makes the children comfortable in

the water first. She makes them float on their backs first. Once

the children are calm and comfortable in water, then the

difficult actions follow.

« Subhan Allah if we see the sequence of this surah, we will see

Allah first speaks about the importance of knowledge, then

specifically about the person who rejects knowledge. His
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behavior towards the Prophet (¥) is then followed by his
consequences for rejecting the knowledge

brought forth by the messenger.

Coming towards the end, Allah disregards Abu Jahl
completely, as if the Prophet Muhammed (£) should
completely disregard him. There are three main commands
the Prophet Muhammed (£) is receiving at the end of the surah.
Firstly, the action which he should not do, i.e. not to obey Abu
Jahl. He was preventing him from good. So, there will be
people in our lives like Abu Jahl who will not want us to follow
what Allah commands us. What should we do in such a case?
Do not get involved with such kind of people and do not obey
them in matters of the hereafter.

Secondly, there are two actions which need to be done. He
needs to prostrate to Allah. What was annoying Abu Jahl the
most? It is said he did not like the Prophet () prostrating to
Allah. The prostration of anyone shows complete submission. If
one prostrates, he does it out of humiliation to Allah. This is how
the slave feels, broken, humble, low, and poor in front of His
Lord.

Thirdly, we need to draw closer to Allah through this prostration.
It is said the slave is closest to his Lord in prostration. We can
find the importance of this as we have two prostrations for

every unit. Also, it is said one needs to increase in supplications
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in the prostrations as they are accepted in that position. And
prostration is a means to come closer to Him.

The beginning and end of the surah both have a command.
The initial command is ‘to recite’, and the last command is ‘to
prostrate’. What could be the connection between them? The
initial command ‘to read’ was given to him, while he didn’t
know how to read or write. This clearly shows Allah is the One
Who helped him to fulfill this command through his nurturing
and reforming. The command at the end is 'to prostrate' which
he needs to do it on his own. After all the reforming that he went
through in his life, it should make it easy for him to prostrate to
Allah as He is the only One Who deserves this kind of worship.
Also, if we notice, both these actions are done in the Salah, the
recitation of the Qur'an we find it in the first part of salah while
standing. And the last part of the salah, is when we do the
prostrations. This goes exactly with the sequence of the surah,
the command for recitation is mentioned in the beginning and
the command for prostration is mentioned in the end.

The prostration is always the most difficult part, as it is total
submission. So, this cannot come in the first part of anyone’s
life. Surely, we need to go through a lot of knowledge that
should become firm in us. Face all the decree with the people,
get reformed by the decree, and then come to this last part

where we completely submit.
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How do we act on the ayah?

e There is no obedience in the disobedience of Allah.

o Perfect your salah, especially your prostrations.

e« Make dua in the place of prostration.

« We cannot force anyone to submit. We need to be forbearing

and patient.
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85
The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an will
be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in ranks)
as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your rank will

be at the last Ayah you recite." Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud
and Af- Tirmidhi, Book 9, Hadith 1001
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