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Overview of Al Salam Islamic Center

A non-profit Islamic Center under the supervision of the Department of
Islamic Affairs and Charitable Activities in the Emirate of Dubai.

Our vision: And Allah invites to the Home of Peace (Paradise)

Our mission: To strive, by the permission of Allah, the spreading of peace
globally by knowing Allah and loving Him, to be a good, Islamic example
that is beneficial to others, and to build an Islamic platform which serves
the Noble Qur'an and the Prophetic Sunnah.

Our values: peace, truthfulness, love, excellence

Our goals:

1. To define to the people their goalin life and that is by knowing Allah and
loving Him in order to reach peace

2. To conduct faith-based classes, academic lectures and nurturing
programs about the Most Beautiful Names of Allah for all age groups,
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and fo learn how to live with Allah, the Book of Allah and the Way of His
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)

. To instill Islamic manners and praiseworthy qualities through the Most
Beautiful Names of Allah and pondering the Noble Qur'an

. To produce books, curriculums and publications related to knowledge
about Allah and the Book of Allah, displayed in an easy and simple
manner for the student and teacher

. To build a digital platform which serves the Noble Qur'an and the
Prophetic Sunnah by providing easy access of knowledge to all age
groups and in different languages

. To spread the religion of Islam and its feachings in an easy and loving
way to the people through social media and in different languages
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Qur’'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
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What is the concept behind the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing
Program?

e The concept of the program is to extract nurturing from the Noble
Qur'an and Sunnah. Like the good tree, its roots are faith, its branches
are knowledge and its fruits are good manners.

e The program aims to connect the individual with the Noble Qur'an and
Prophetic Sunnah so that it becomes a way of life for her by placing a
strong foundation and instilling Islamic values to build a confident and
active society.
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What are the goals of the program?

1. To treat internal issues and problems which individuals face in their life
through pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

2. To develop the talents of individuals and help them discover themselves
and their noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the
love of Allah in their hearts.

3. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face
externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.

4. To provide an attractive, distinctive, and safe environment.

. To use modern and innovative methods in nurturing and teaching.

6. To create a positive, enjoyable and comfortable environment.
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Overview of the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program
(Young Ponderer):

Al Salam Islamic Center offers a unique and distinguished program called
the Qur'anic and Prophetic Nurturing Program. It is a program that aims to
connect the new generation to the Noble Qur'an and Prophetic Sunnah
so that it becomes a way of life for them.
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Age groups:

Girls aged six and older. The goal is to place a strong foundation of Islamic
values so the girl may grow and bloom to become a good and confident
woman who serves her household, society and religion.
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Program objectives:

Nurturing confident, balanced and effective role models that serves their

society, country, and religion.

1. Extracting the idea of the program from the Noble Qur'an, like the good
tree, its roots are faith, its branches are knowledge and its fruits are good

manners.
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2. Providing an attractive, distinctive and secure environment.

3. Use of innovative, modern means in nurturing and teaching.

4. Creating a positive and fun atmosphere to place and instilling the value
of tolerance between girls.

5. Instill Islamic manners in the new generation.

6. Bring forth an air of affinity and connection between the youth.

7. Plant the importance of family bonding through activities which support
this value.

8. Develop the girls’ talents and help them discover themselves and their
noble goal in life by connecting them to Allah, and placing the love of
Allah in their hearts.

9. Treat internal issues and problems which girls face in their life through
pondering the Qur'an and learning the Prophetic Sunnah.

10. To protect them from changes and challenges which they face

externally, and from extremist views by showing them the tolerance of
Islam and its balanced beliefs.
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‘The Good Tree’ (dudJl b yidl)
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parable¢ A goodly word as a goodly tree,
whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e. very high).
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Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord, and Allah sets forth parables for
mankind in order that they may remember. — Surah Ibrahim 24-25

Fruits: Application of the ayat in life
and changing for the better.
Prevention from sicknesses of the
heart and caring with values.

Trunk and Branches: Application
L of the Qur’'an.

N Faith as a result of pondering
“A% - the Qur'an and knowing Who is
Allah.
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‘The Good Tree’ (dudJl b yidl)
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It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah said: We were

with the Prophet (¥) and we were strong youths, so we

learned faith before we learned Qur'an. Then we
learned Qur'an and ouvr faith increased there.

Sunan Ibn Majah Book 1, Hadith 64

Learned Faith (&Ll Galad)

Learned Qur'an (&l;al1 Galas)

Faith increased (Gl 4 G33jL8)

Good deeds (Zllall Joall) Good manners (3! ;rus)
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‘The Good Tree’ (dubl b yidl)

FAITH
V' |

* Observation

(db>3le)

e Tafsir

(EYPPY-Y))

e Taddabur
(5239)

Iman (yles)

Before starting anything, the foundation needs to be correct.
Through this program, we hope to interact with the Qur'an from a
‘faith’ perspective by learning the names of Allah mentioned in the
Surah, Pillars of Faith, commands, characteristics of the people, and
to live by the ayat being learned. This includes observing, tafseer and
Tadabbur.

Qur'an (o))

After learning, understanding and pondering over the ayat, the
student becomes more proficient in reciting and memorizing the
ayat. The goalis to have the ayat imprinted in the heart and not the
mind.

Manners (o1s3)

The result of a correct foundation of belief (roots) that's acted upon
(trunk and branches) will result in beautiful manners and values
(fruits). The ‘fruits’ of the tree is what will be shown and tasted by
others. Throughout this program, manners and values will be
emphasized. And any types of ‘insects’ that can spoil the fruits are
highlighted as well in order to keep the good tree intact.

* Manners
(wlsh)

*Values

(p29)

e Purification
(4sS335)
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Iman (ylsl) — Topics Breakdown

Observation (ab>MaJl)

e Theme of Surah

* Connection between
beginning and end of Surah

* Word repetition

Tafsir (jewas)

* Tafsir As Sa'ady
* Meaning of words

Tadabbur (4345)

* Names of Allah

e Pillars of Faith

e Commands &
Prohibitions

* Stories

* Promises and
Warnings

* How to act on what's
learned (good deeds,
dua, manners)

17
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* Listen and recite
* Improve makharij

e Emphasize important
tajweed rules in the
Surah

* Memorize the ayat
after learning about
them

18




Manners (uls3l) - Topics Breakdown

Manners (wls2l)

e Good manners mentioned
in the surah

Values (p1all)

* Morals mentioned in
the Surah

o3l
Manners

Purification (a.s3J1)

* Bad manners and
morals mentioned in
the surah in order to
avoid them

19
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Teacher Guidelines

izl all Ly Lidan
Our goal is Allah’s pleasure and His paradise.

(liske Gy xSig 83 le Licl ol
O Allah help us to remember You, be grateful to You and worship
You in excellence (with ihsaan).

3S35 ol lidsd .Oileghiog Olalzas U C,s il delall Glgal abiel Go diysg dl e slsall aulss
o)l Calul maio glil Jlsss dlll Ly 6%y 0l cam Lrsar Ldan alss bo JS Lle ol Ll
Aelly Olall gLl omg

Allah has opened a great door of worship to teach children. As a teacher
we are accountable for what we teach the children and our goal is to
teach what is pleasing to Allah which is according to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah.

ogbisis dlll Lo sl2eall 35m Gold 8 £33 LS in 5 dasie Blol Ol diysg alll e el

Loagkizis (531 padly Juoslly uiSlly dSlally 5Lagdls) olagdl 1515 )l dimag
Teaching about Allah, His religion and the unseen are a great amanah. It is
important to teach the children to both love and magnify Allah, and to
magnify the pillars of faith such as the angels, books, messengers, Last Day
and decree.

o=l Gsbg s3las aladiwl sic dodSy dll eibiss ag3)
When using teaching resources and methodes, it is important to
maintain the magnification of Allah and His Words, The Qur’'an.
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(ped=dl Jb dogoll 3903 s):
Matters to Consider before Teaching:

s dll &l ybmiwl

¢ Renew the intention and make the heart present that it's being done for
Allah.

e Hope for the reward from Allah.

Al o Gudoil bl e
Ask Allah for the tawfeeq and success in what you're doing.
el il Ed365 aile alL 3 8535 3

And my guidance cannot come except from Allah, in Him | trust and unto
Him | repent (Surah Hud 88)

wilewai) 0815 3y a3 ¥ ligd) oo dRslgio wilitlb g Yole 4S8 bapaxll G J55

Bslls xSl Jaxsg

Adorn yourself with praiseworthy morals such as being fair with the
students, humble, patient, gentle, do not get angry, and be tranquil.

Plant important concepts such as honesty, tfruthfulness, being fair, good
morals, sharing, and moderation in everything.

3161Salls donudly cleslly of Gl zandls clitlly clodls jie dagall dalSIl clodS 53c

Make your voice clear, do no scream at the children, and adorn your
words with praise at times, or make dua for them, smile and reward them
when good.

22




e Prepare the student to receive the knowledge by ensuring all are quiet
and by making them aware this is ‘Qur'an time' for example.

(sl el dagall y5031 Gass):
Matters to Consider while Teaching:

ol Jabll 5583 ¢ &5l Bl' (Jalal Jody 13] ia gy Hosay il cabloall ol alll clowl Gobas
Al o cadlay Yol

e Names of Allah are to be enforced through situations they go through
by reminding them to ask Allah. For example, if a child says, ‘I'm hungry’.
Tell them, *ask Allah first to give you food’.

Aol s 8ygudl 51,5 @
e Alwaysrepeat the surah that has been taught to the children throughout
the day.

daio elgidl sic dll saxlly Gl alehbll cadl sie dll ey Jsb Lle Hleaall gends o
oiadl sl Js3l
e Encourage children to always say ‘Bism Allah’ (all ewn) before eating

and drinking. To eat and drink with their right hand. To say ‘Alhamdulilah’
(dJ saxJl) after eating and drinking.

296> 3 dal 1S3 sie @lss dle dlll Glo Laill Lle 8lall Lle Hlall g e
e Encourage children to say (%) after the Prophet’s name is mentioned.

23S Spaluwall dlan sic (€559 dlll daxyg eSele pxluall) pdlodl & e pgminds o
s dll @S> Jsiy
e Encourage children to say ‘Assalam alaykum’ (eSde adldl) and ‘jazaka

Allah khair’ (. I Ji>) to each other.

Ol selsd sie Jledidl preg Cuaiilly plaiwdl Lle grands o
e Encourage children to not speak when the Qur’'an is recited but to listen
carefully.

23




Encourage children to repeat after the muedhin when adhaan is heard.

Al Blasg dlll ae as die sl elael JI8)LoYl pac Mo @iliuog dlll Jledl Juta3 prc o

351 5428 ) Al s ae o dliaS G L5 dlll 5SJs dlzdly dlll lawo 73 pgall o

G slaiawdly 83leiwdl lglss Glacidl go Jlss dlil Ui s 3o] gaS Gud dll gos
AW U Js

Avoid explaining attributes or actions of Allah with gestures. For example,

Allah has Hands and Eyes, do not show your hands or point to your eyes

as a way of explanation. It is important to tell the children ‘Allah has

Hands but it is not like ours, we cannot imagine how'. We cannot
imagine how Allah looks, Exalted is He. It's important to push away these

thoughts and say (eussll olbsidl e all 3scl) and (al sexiwl). These thoughts
are from the shaitan.

ol & olall SlTs dlil clow] alssiwl pdizdl pac oo @
Avoid using the names of Allah or the ayat of the Qur'an or the angels
or prophets as a coloring activity since this shows lack of magnification.

s9aall oo dlll )35 aguaill o g dule dlll Glo all B3 o
Avoid using images of humans, animals and objects with facial features
as drawing activities. Use of the real images is permissible. The one who
draws or sculpts images with facial features will be told on the Day of
Judgment to bring them to life and he will be unable to. Only Allahis The
Creator.
Obgisd sl g sl painia dg boads 73l o o oloafl GO @
Avoid books or showing cartoons which show images of the prophets,
angels or the Last Day. This will disturb their belief in the unseen when
they see it as an image. As a teacher, you can tell them about these
matters verbally.

Jagiws ol cow 3 ol JSo clisdly Lacwgall o
Avoid music and sing along activities

Aol bl 33631 cpo Ol Jund @
When children take naps, ensure girls sleep on one side and boys on
another side.
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When a child listens then reward them by saying ‘good job, well done,
or sticker’. When a child doesn't listen then encourage them to listen
and not put them down. Do not use Allah’s name or the Prophet’s to
make the children do or not so something, such as ‘Allah will love you
when you eat your food’, ‘Allah does not like those who don’t listen’. The
name of Allah is to be magnified and not used to make the children
listen to you.

Photography or recording of the children is not allowed.

May Allah guide us to what He loves and is pleased with. Ameen.
Osal . sxdst9 cazy lo I Lyagy of alll Jlus
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Classroom Rules

| 1. Respect, respect, respect. Respect
:;g;:ggg; the teacher, respect the students,
| respect the property.

' 2. Students are not allowed to
photograph or record the teacher or
| other students.
3. Please come regularly.

4. No seat reservation is allowed for
yourself or another student.

5. No talking while the teacher is
speaking.

6. Students should raise their hands
and wait to be called on before
speaking.
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Lessons Overview
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1 |Infroduction &
Observation
2 |Introduction &
Observation
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Infroduction (dss8.0Jl)

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to write down the information in their
notebook. Write on the board in a very simple way. What's in the manual is
explanation for the teacher, but do not write everything for the students.

Name of Surah: gue 855w
Order in the Qur'an: 80t Surah
Number of ayat: 42 ayat

Revealed in: Makkah

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that surahs were revealed upon the
Prophet (alus 4ls & La) either while he as in Makkah or Madina. Tell them
the difference between a Makkan and Madinian surah. Makkan surahs
revolve around establishing the faith (pillars of faith) / inner actions, while
Madininan surahs revolve around rules, regulations, halal/haram / outer
actions.

Name of Surah: Mentioned once in the first ayah
@&v 1S ot
Meaning of (‘Abasa): He Frowned

Theme of the Surah: aSglwg dloss lwsdl dosd

Value of a person according to his actions and behavior

32




What is special about this Surah?
3 Wl 5aaTl S5 OB sghia o3l JI 025 55 I (sl 5 L S g
oy dele alil o @.n 58 g1 sllalll Edpe 48T, a0 358 13a JLES s

185 (€ 3 oiiede Jiaill e Bygde (upiis 5800 (s Oyl
Narrated Abu Wa'i:A man came to lbn Mas ud and said, "l recited the
Mufassal (Surahs) at night in one rak™ a." Ibn Mas ud said, "This recitation is
(too quick) like the recitation of poetry. | know the identical Surahs which
the Prophet (¥) used to recite in pairs." lon Mas ud then mentioned 20
Mufassal Surahs including two Surahs from the family of (i.e. those verses
which begin with) Ha Meem (which the Prophet (¥) used to recite) in each
rak a.!

Surah ‘Abasa was one of them.

,i\

daS) 3 a8latlgpeddly ¢ 445)39%*—”3&;—“ [ 29w () iy u‘-ﬂ»—w—‘b
4.:5, Sle3ldly zolally 4aSh Ogig dadl ¢lly (AaS) 3 &-ﬁb)‘...\.”j)}lﬁ.”j
LIy as; 3 3-4‘-1-5-”3 SLud¥ly a5 3 a3l iy (2aSh 3 (uie g ndalally

23Sy §3:98 19 G Alp (4aS) § Ediydlg
Ibn Mas’ood mentions the tarteeb of the surahs recited by the Prophet of
Allah (£).

Ar-Rahman and An-Najm in one rak’a, Al-Qamar and Al-Haaqqah in one

$ 'GD

A\Y

rak’a, At-Toor and Adh-Dhariyat in one rak’a, Al Waagi’ah and Nun in one
rak’a, Al-M’aarij and An-Nazi’'aat in one rak’a, Al-Mutaffifeen and Abasa in
one rak’a, Al-Mudhathir and Al-Muzzammil in one rak’a, Al-Insaan and Al-
Qiyamah in one rak’a, An-Naba’ and Al-Mursalaat in one rak’a, Ad-

Dukhan and At-Takweer in one rak’a.

1 Sahih al-Bukhari 775




Observation (db>MNaJl)

Note to Teacher: Allow the students to listen to the surah at least three times
and ask them to look out for the names of Allah.

N

RSB S\ER IS\ B PSR

~— S, o
OE Mo Jobs 2 |
s A FE S AdOEA ’”/9/ ]
Ozt Sllaisd

@S AESE /”/®u2‘\jh/ =% (@

Loty

AN

.\‘;:—{

X
L &
\L/ &

/ @}5;5.@’ CEAEMICEA= S SR

AN

O A IR eV uum}\ i @
O AMOL TG 5in 5 |8
IR N R PA PR oY e | |
GGG 2N Gd @it ie 2
EEOEHSEIESOEts@E (O
BRI ER G ga:v,ssuz:@ =
ﬁ@f\:") ,4;:'2%33@344})® ] t(“'
B RO ERIN ,,”,’SLL Mj’wéj‘ t@”
OFee 258455 W e 2® »@’
JS&!JQ&* @3

o V‘,
OISR
u\‘_/‘(\..)', ,,-‘{

\‘a:;r :\J: .ﬂ:{:‘,

owdd
A

hYA
§:

N,

N/

\@g,,{

B A NN NER
-__;\-/ V/'d@.$




Actions of Allah:

Action Meaning

&> He created

g8 He measured

gom He made it easy

<l He makes them to die
A3 He makes them to be buried
L& He wills

)_;ui He makes them to resurrect
ol He commands

o He pours

Y-t He splits

S He makes it to grow

Note to Teacher: Explain to the students that the names of Allah mentioned
within the Surah helps us to understand the Surah better. It is also important
to point out the actions of Allah in the Surah. It should be clarified that Allah’s
actions are not like those of His creations and Allah is not in any way similar
to any of His creation.
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Other repeated words which have the same root:

Repeated Words Root Word Meaning

SS9
Sl

S3 To give respite

S S To purify

. gviy To disbelieve
o o Then
pLLY MS Nay
el el> To come
8929 6929 His face
dals &> To create
e g e g Day

Note to Teacher: Notice how the most repeated word tells us about the
theme of the surah.
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PILLARS OF FAITH

BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)
(dusrsll) dlzsl olosdl
Belief in His Actions (Lordship)

He created
From what thing did He create Wls . 6‘:" @w
him? A 2 ~
From Nutfah (male and female 333_33 L a gi;w

semen drops) He created him,
and then set him in dvue

proportion;
2 He proportioned S
From Nutfah (male and female }%-‘-5-"'2‘-5-‘-"3-‘-74-'&

semen drops) He created him,
and then set him in dvue
proportion;

He made it easy

3
. Then He makes the Path easy for
4

him;

He causes to die

Then I:Ie .cau.ses him to die, and 3}3351 ;Gw 5
puts him in his grave;

XX
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) He caused them to be buried

Then He causes him to die, and
puts him in his grave;

He willed

Then, when it is His Will, He will
resurrect him (again).

7 He caused them to be resurrect

Then, when it is His Will, He will
resurrect him (again).

He commanded

Nay, but (man) has not done
what He commanded him.

He poured

Thai We pour forth water in
abundance,

He spll’r

. And We split the earth in clefts,
He caused it to grow K

And We cause therein the grain s Ld Gials
fo grow, ’ -




BELIEF IN THE ANGELS (aS5slaJUy ¢Llasdl)

Meaning Ayah
1 |In the hands of scribes (angels). Byl i LS"UL
2 . SN
Honourable and obedient. By ?‘Js

BELIEF IN THE BOOKS (iSJU lasdl)

1 Nay, (do not do like this), indeed %JS.\S L«JMS
it (these Verses of this Qur'an) g g
are an admonition,

2 So whoever wills, let him pay 3 &5 2 LG al
attention to it. )S L oo

BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (5331 agdls &losdl)

Meaning Ayah

1

Then, when there comes
As-Sakhkhah (the Day of
Resurrection's second blowing of
Trumpet),

A (- (e

LN N
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That Day shall a man flee from his
brother,

3 |And from his mother and his 4.u|3 4_3%
father, e T

4 |And from his wife and his 35 dii>Uod
children. e e

5 |Everyman, that Day, will have 2 1E dieas alis re ] “18

’ ’ QL e gy ! U

enough to make him careless of AR 2 00 L
others. Loy

é |Some faces that Day, will be BRI
bright (true believers of Islamic i P85 0553
Monotheism).

7 |Laughing, rejoicing at good AW ‘fts_,‘_n
news (of Paradise). ’ .

8 | And other faces, that Day, will be ‘gj\_‘._ AP ik be 93
dust-stained; ’ T T

? | Darkness will cover them, %J‘G L4 36

10 |Such will be the Kafarah t 2331 53 2 Slidel
(disbelievers in Allah, in His ) =2
Oneness, and in His Messenger
Muhammad (Peace be upon
him), etc.), the Fajarah (wicked
evil doers).

11 | Then, when it is His Will, He will sl 2L 13 ﬁg

resurrect him (again).

°
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BELIEF IN THE DECREE (.4

.C
C
g

e

Meaning
1 | (ltis) in Records held (greatly) in ;u)g_i, WL
honour (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfudh). ” ” '
2 | Exalted (in dignity), purified, AN a_;_jéﬁ

LN N
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el o)l alll s
Tafsir (sauaéll)
Ods s

Word Meaning

‘jjsj (#dc | The Prophet (£) frowned and turned away,

o The word‘ ..’ means to wrinkle one's brows in displeasure;

to express disapproval; to present a gloomy aspect.

« The word ‘s’ means to carry on; shoulder someone; take

upon one self.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “One day the
Messenger of Allah (¥) was addressing one of the leaders of
Quraysh, hoping that he would accept Islam. While he was
speaking to him, Abdullah Ibn Umm Maktum, (a blind man,
who had accepted Islam in the early days) came to the
Prophet (£) to learn matters of the religion from him. The
Prophet (¥) was eager to call humankind to Islam and was
hoping that the disbelieving leader would be guided, so he
frowned and turned away from Abdullah Ibn Umm Makium
in order to continue his da'wah. This is the reason behind

revealing the ayat from 1-10.”

LN N
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« This ayahis in third person form, and not directly addressing
the Prophet (). It shows that Allah is subtly / gently
admonishing the Prophet (£), knowing that he did not
ignore Abdullah Ibn Umm Maktum to humiliate him, but in
fact he was keenly concentrating on giving da’wah to the
disbelieving leader of Quraysh, with the hope that he
would accept Islam. So he ignored him for a while in order
to avoid interruption, but surely had the intention of
addressing him later.

« The Prophet (£8) took this admonition positively from Allah.
This shows that the prophets and the messengers also went
through continuous nurturing from Allah.

« It also proves that the Qur'an is the word of Allah and not
from the Prophet (£), as one would not say something

against himself.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we believe Allah is Al-Khabeer (The Most Subtle, All-

Aware).

[ X N J
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

o Al-Khabeer is the One Whose knowledge grasps all
secrets.

« The One Who is aware of concealed intentions and Who
knows the subtleties of matters and the minutest details.

« This name indicates His knowledge of the most hidden of
affairs.

« He has knowledge of the apparent and hidden.

« Allah knows everything about us no matter how much we
give excuses or deny.

 This will make us to rely on Him as our source of knowledge

and experience in order to fulfill our tasks.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Khabeer?

« To ask Him to make us experts in our fields, and to give us
shortcuts and solutions to our problems.

o To fear Him because He is All-Aware of our actions and
intentions.

o To be fair at all times as this will bring us closer to tagwa.

°
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« To make our worships based on obedience and not
desires.

« To lower the gaze because this purifies us.

2 Surah Al-Maidah: 8
3 Surah An-Nur: 30
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BELIEF IN THE MESSENGERS (JxwsJbs olasil)

To believe in the messengers is one of the pillars of faith.
Therefore, it is obligatory to believe in all the messengers,
from the first of them to the last of them. Whoever denies a
single messenger then he is a disbeliever in all of them.
To believe that Allah sent all of the messengers as bearers
of good tidings and as warners.

To believe there were many messengers; from them were
those whom Allah named in His Book and from them were
those He did not name.

To believe the first of them was Nuh (a3l 4c) and the last
of them was Muhammad ().

To believe the call of all the messengers was one: the call
to tawheed (singling out Allah for worship) and to forbid the
shirk (worshipping anything besides Allah, for example:
idols, graves, messengers, our desires etc.).

This ayah is about belief in the Prophet (¥)) in specific, and
that he has been sent as the seal of Prophethood and as
an example for the entire mankind.

Through him, the heavenly messages were concluded. So,
no Prophet will be raised and sent after him until the Hour is

established.

LN N
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The Most Effective Communicator:

The Prophet (£) demonstrated the most effective

communication skills. He was the perfect example of a good

listener. Some of his listening abilities are as follows:

©)

O

O

©)

©)

He would turn his body completely towards the speaker.
He would maintain eye contact.

He would use positive body language.

He would listen patiently without interrupting the speaker.
He would listen with empathy without judging the speaker.
He would listen for advice irrespective of gender, age or
belief.

He would listen to both sides before passing judgements.
He would ask questions in order to get the attention of the
Companions.

The Prophet (¥) would listen with patience, giving the
speakers enough time to fully express themselves, without
interrupting their speech. Once the speaker would
complete his statement, the Prophet (¥) would ask, if he
had said what he wished to say and then respond. He did
not interrupt the speaker unless his speech involved
falsehood, in which case he would either stop him or walk

away.

°
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

Turning away from those who remind us of Allah and the
hereafter.

Disregarding a sure benefit fo an imagined benefit.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should not ignore anyone who comes to us asking for
help, knowledge or guidance, even if we are occupied in
something important.

We should give our full attention especially to the weak
members of the society (children, servants, old people,
grandparents, younger siblings, etc.).

We should be conscious of our facial expressions and body
movements, as nothing goes unnoticed by Allah Al-
Khabeer.

We should not judge people by their facial expressions or
body movements, as only Allah knows what is in their
hearts.

We should make the Prophet (¥) dearer to us than anyone
else from our family and strictly follow his Sunnah. This is

one of the signs of perfect and complete faith.

°
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Teacher’'s Notes

............................................................................................................
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

e TR = %
(0L

Word Meaning

&¥15:5 o1 | Because there came to him the blind
man (i.e. 'Abdullah bin Umm-Maktum,
who came to the Prophet () (Peace be

upon him) while he was preaching to

one or some of the Quraysh chiefs).

o The word ‘ «<!' means the one who loses his sight, unable

to judge or understand, reckless or thoughtless.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “The Prophet
(2) frowned and turned away, at the time when the blind

came to him.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
Who is this blind man?

« Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum (ac <l o»,) was a blind

companion of the Prophet (¥). He was among the first

reverts to Islam and when the Prophet () left Madina for

LN N
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participating in battles, he was given the responsibility of
leading the prayers. The Prophet (£) appointed Ibn Umm
Maktum as governor of Madina (in his absence) twice.

Allah mentions in the Qur'an and the hadith about him as

follows:

He was a blind man but he did not let his physical disability
come in the way of his desire for knowledge.

He made an effort to go to the source of the knowledge
rather than wait for it o come to him.

He went to the best teacher for knowledge.

Allah honors whomever He wills from His slaves. The most
honorable in the sight of Allah is the one with most taqwa
and who is not dependent on his wealth or influence. Allah

alone is aware of the state of the heart of his slaves.

4 Surah An Nisa: 95
5 Sahih Abu Dawud, 595
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salah

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Akram (The Most Generous).

°
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

All perfection and goodness are from Him. He has the
perfect wisdom, knowledge, generosity, compassion and
mercy.

The generosity of Allah reaches all. He gives in abundance
and with ease and honor.

He honored the children of Adam by creating them in an
upright stature, making them distinct from other creations,
and teaching them what they did not know.

The more a person has tagwa, the more He has position
with Allah Al-Akram.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Akram?

To honor the guests, neighbors and the authority.

To honor the carrier of the Qur'an (the one who learns,
memorizes or teaches the Qur’'an).

To honor the elderly.

To honor the blessings that Allah gives us (by being
grateful, using them for good deeds and looking after
them).

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To ignore the weak and disabled members of the society.
To give more preference and honor to the ones who have
position and status.

°
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How do we act on the ayah?

We should strive for acquiring knowledge.

We should never let any hurdle be an excuse for leaving
the path of knowledge.

We should make efforts to attend study circles.

We should make sure we choose the right teacher who is
upon the correct foundation of faith, following the Qur'an
and Sunnah.

We should keep a strong connection with the Qur'an, in
order to avoid making our hearts blind from the truth.

We should not claim to know anyone’s intentions or judge
them; the intentions are from the matters of unseen and
only Allah has all its knowledge.

We need to make dua to increase us in beneficial

knowledge.

¢ Silsalatul Saheeh, 3151, Graded: Sahih (Al Albani)
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Teacher’'s Notes

............................................................................................................

LN N
57




D R N I R T R A I A A A I A I I I NI AT Y

© © 666 000 0000000000000 0 000 00 000008 s 000008 s 00 00 s 00000000 0000000000000 00000000000000 0000000000000 s

58




Ghunna

(&)
2 counts

-

(AL

Med (o)

Stretch 4
counts

dele dll o @il (e Lo dll gy polall ( gyes o il e e
g iy caS LS dipg iyl 3l ol cmbiad JUa" JB elug

"lagyas a4l o1 wie lidie Lo Lol
The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

2 z 7 }ul/ ~ EY
@5}.,&3 byl
Word Meaning
Y But what
KN Makes you know

That he might

Purify himself

« The word ‘cL,.,’ comes from the root ‘s, which means to

know, be aware of, have knowledge of and the letter ‘)’ is

a pronoun which is addressing the Prophet (£).

o The word ‘Ja!’ means might and ‘»’ is for the blind man,

Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum (4 4l g2,).

o The word ‘ sy’ means to filter, furnish, make chaste, to

make clean or pure, to grow.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, ‘And how can

you know that this blind man might become pure, might

purify himself from evil manners and instead acquire

righteous mannerism.’

LN N
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah is addressing the Prophet (£) directly and telling him
that he has no knowledge whatsoever to find out whether
the blind companion was coming to him with good
intentions or not. Notice here, there is a switch from a third
person to a direct conversation with the Prophet (£).

« Only Allah knows the conditions of our hearts and we
cannot claim purification for ourselves or atfribute it to
others.

Allah says in the Qur'an:

« The Prophet (¥) was a human and had no knowledge of

the unseen (except what Allah revealed to him).

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al-‘Aleem (The All-Knowing).

7 Surah An Najm: 32

°
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

« Allah Al-‘Aleem is the One Whose knowledge
encompasses all outward and hidden matters, open and
secret, all that must necessarily occur, all that are
impossible to occur and all that can possibly occur.

« He knows the affairs of the whole creation; the past, the
present and the future. There is absolutely nothing that is
hidden from Him.

o Allah Al-'Aleem is mentioned mostly in the context of
deeds and their recompense, in order to awaken the
hearts and inform the servanis the importance of
perfecting and rectifying them.

o Allah Al-‘Aleem is the One Who encompasses all things
with His knowledge, whether big or small, and this is
enough for us to be shy in the sight of Allah.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-‘Aleem?

« To have tagwa of Allah at all times, even when we are
alone.

o To purify our heart, feelings and intentions.

o To avoid judging people based on their outer appearance,
facial expressions or body movements.

« To seek beneficial knowledge from the Qur'an and

Sunnah.
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Purification of the souls:

« Our souls are soft and transparent, swift in movement, and
subject to change. It has emotions such as having
intentions, will, aim, love and hate. Without the soul, the
body would be motionless having no value or benefit.

« The soul tends to get sick; therefore it requires a process of
looking after it, which is purification.

« The way to purification of the soul is through gaining the
right knowledge.

o Purification is the way to paradise and entrance to

paradise is conditional to being purified.

What is the benefit of purification of the soul?

« Allah promises success for the ones who purify their souls.

Essentials for the purification of a soul:
1. We need to make Allah one: We need to single out Allah
(Tawheed) in all His names, attributes, actions and divinity.

Indeed, Tawheed is the purpose of our creation.

8 Surah Ash Shams: 9
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‘Tawheed is the testimony of faith - <l ¥ 41 ¥. It is the root

of purification whereas shirk is the root of all impurity.’

2. We need to make a lot of dua: Dua is among the preferred
forms of worship with Allah because through it, the slave
shows his own need, weakness and inability, and

acknowledges the strength, ability and greatness of Allah.

3. We need to recite and act upon the Qur’'an: It is a book for
the purification of the soul. The one who seeks to purify
himself, should follow the Qur'an and hold on to it tightly;
for sure they will not go astray in this dunia and not be

miserable in the aakhirah.

4. We need to follow the Prophet (¥): Taking the Messenger

? Surah Dhariyaat: 56
10 Surah Al Ghdfir: 60
11 Surah Taha: 123
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of Allah (2) as a role model and following his footsteps is

an evidence of true love for Allah.

5. We need to purify and beautify our soul (ddssgadss):

Purification of the soul requires cleansing oneself from the

sins and then adorning it with righteous good deed:s.

6. We need to remember death and the meeting with Allah:

7. We need to close all the channels which prevent a person

from purification:

12 Surah Ale Imran: 31
13 Surah Al Jumvu'a: 8
14 At Tirmidhi 2307, Narator: Abu Hurairah
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Most sins are due to unnecessary and useless speech or

sight, and these actions open doors for the shaitan.

8. We need to beware of arrogance and self-deception of the

soul:

9. We need to know our own self. There are three types of

souls:

*|“i; I I‘ ..”

|O

Aol 51 il

|O

|O

15 Surah An Noor: 30

16 Surah An Najm: 32

17 Surah Ar Ra’d: 28

18 Surah Al Qiyaamah: 2

66




What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?
« To feel we know better who will benefit from guidance.
« To follow one’s desires.

« To not purify oneself and leave it for a long time.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should avoid judging people as only Allah knows the
condition of their souls. Actions may be viewed as good or
evil, but the doers cannot be given purity or impurity.

« We should always encourage questioning, even if the
questions are extremely simple.

« We should never give up hope in Allah, as He is the
changer of hearts.

« We should make dua to Allah to grant tagwa to our soul

and to purify it for us.

« We should never stop the channel of knowledge (e.g.

19 Surah Yusuf: 53
20 Muslim 2722
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going to study circles, being connected with the people of
knowledge, keeping the company of righteous people
etc.) as it is one of the means to purification of the soul.

« We should constantly purify our souls through repentance
and forgiveness. Leaving our souls without purification for
long periods of time can bring about a covering over our

hearts which will in turn be a barrier for the truth to enter.

Teacher's Notes

21 Sahih At Tirmidhi 3334, Graded : Sahih
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

3! Or

}g :\.3 Be reminded (receive admonition)
daiiid so it might benefit him

“_sjg.:d‘ the reminder

« The root word ‘,S3' means to reflect, think, remind oneself
or keep something in the memory. The shaddah in this
word indicates the repetition of the process of thinking,
reflection and memorization. The root word ‘xai" means
to profit, to be advantageousto be helpful. The word
‘6,1 means remembrance, things given or kept in
memory of somebody or something, spoken or written
account of one’s remembered experiences, ability to
recollect.

Sheikh As-Sa’'di mentions regarding this ayah, “The Prophet

(2) is being told here that if he had addressed the blind

companion, he might have used the reminder to his benefit,

LN N
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and thus acted vponit.”

Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The main idea behind this ayah is to emphasize that the
Qur'an is a powerful reminder for anyone who wants to be
reminded.

« Those who have tagwa of Allah will surely be guided by the
Qur'an.

o Our job is to pass the message to mankind and not focus

on the result, as guidance is only from Allah alone.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Haadi (The One Who Guides).

LN N
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

o Allah Al-Haadi guides all the creation - believers,

disbelievers, angels, jinn, animals, sun, moon, trees and the
smallest of creation like the atoms.

Only the believers will move forward from this level to the
next, where Allah will guide them more in this life to move
forward towards paradise.

Even after they die, the guidance continues, until they

reach their home in paradise.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Haadi?

To ask Allah Al-Haadi to guide us to the Straight Path.

To accept the reminders that come to us in order to be
guided.

To go forward and do the good deeds, as one good deed
will guide us to another good deed and so forth.

To invite others to know their Rabb with wisdom and with

good instructions.
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Who will benefit from the reminders?
o Those who fear Allah will surely take the reminders and

benefit from them. Allah said:

o The prophets and the messengers were sent to the people
to remind them of the message of Allah. The people are
made aware of Who is their Lord, what they should do,
whom they should fear, hope from and love.

« We do not have any messengers to remind us directly, but
we have the Qur'an as the greatest reminder. There are
people of knowledge (the scholars) who have a sound
understanding of the religion to remind the general public.

« When the reminders come, there will be two groups that will
be formed - those who benefit from the reminders, and
those who turn away from the reminders and follow their

owhn desires.

Some benefits of reminders are as follows:

o Thereminders expel the shaitan, as he does not like the son

of the Adam to listen to the word of Allah.

22 Surah Al ‘Alaa:9,10
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The reminders remove our sorrows.
The reminders bring us happiness and delight.
The reminders bring in provision.
The reminders bring in the love of Allah.
The reminders remove the loneliness between the slave
and His Rabb.
The reminders expiate the sins of people.
The reminders help descend tranquility from Allah and
cover us with His mercy.
The reminders are a savior from regret in the hereafter.
The reminders make us grateful.
The reminders are a protection from hypocrisy.
The reminders are a great ease in times of difficulty.
The best of the remembrance is:
AST il et ) ) W calt oty el ylomiss
Subhan Allah (<l ;,lxw - Glory be to Allah): Allah is perfect
in an absolute sense without any defects or imperfections
of any kind.
Alhamdulillah (< .=J! - Praise be to Allah): All praise and

thanks belong to Allah alone because He is the originator

of everything.

Allahu Akbar ( «ST «u1 - Allah is Great): Allah is greater than

°
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everything else, not just in our life but in the entire
existence.

o La ilaaha illa Allah (<l ¥ 43| ¥ - There is no god except
Allah): There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah

alone, without any partners in any way or form.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?
« To be heedless to the reminders and turn away from them.
o Toridicule and make fun of those who remind us.

o To feel we know better than the ones who come with

reminders.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We need to be constant and regular in the five obligatory
prayers. This is one of the best reminders to keep us
connected to Allah.

« We need to make a habit of reading and reflecting on the
Qur'an every day, even if it is one or half a page.

« We need to recite our morning and evening supplications
with proper understanding.

« We must not reject the reminders and always accept them

positively.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)




Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

H As for

‘;,.3 who

oS! thinks himself self-sufficient

. The word ‘ i3ii!’ means to consider oneself free from need.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentioned regarding this ayah, “It is about
the rich man from the tribe of the Quraysh, whom the Prophet
(¥)) was hoping to invite him to the guidance, since he was

eager to purify him.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o The rich man from Quraysh felt he was in no need of
purification due to his immense wealth, status and nobility

among people and his strength and authority over them.
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« Many people run behind richness, especially money, but
there is more to richness than just wealth. The real richness
lies with richness in the heart and not with wealth.

« This man turned away from the Prophet (¥)) because he felt
self-sufficient from the truth.

« Onthe contrary, one should always feel poor towards Allah

and feel self-sufficient from the people.

23 Surah At Taghabun: 6
24 Sahih al-Bukhari 6605
25 Surah Fatir:15
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How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Ghaniy (The Most Rich).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah Al-Ghaniy is The Most Rich Himself and He is the One
Who enriches the entire creation.

He is the Most Rich in His knowledge. Anyone else’s
knowledge is limited to what is taught to him and needs
practice to avoid forgetfulness.

He is the Most Rich in His hearing. He does not need anyone
to make Him hear.

He is the Most Rich in His seeing, as He sees everything
inside and ovutside, clear and unclear, hidden and
apparent.

He is the Most Rich in His ability, He does not need any one
to serve Him, as He is the Most Rich in His power. There are
carriers of the throne, not because Allah needs them, but it
is only an honor for them.

He does not need any of us, it is out of His kindness and
honor for us that He created us.

He enriches us with blessings like health, house, food,
security, family and so forth.

Allah Al-Ghaniy is the One Whom we all should turn to
when we need something, rather than humiliating

ourselves by turning to the people for our needs.
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What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Ghaniy?

« To feel poor to Allah alone and be self-sufficient from the
people.

o To do ihsan in our worship, as the One Whom we worship is
the Most Rich and deserves excellence from us.

« To prefer the hereafter over this life, as the real richness that
will never separate from us is only in the hereafter.

« To be pleased and content with our decree, for sure every
situation will enrich us to some goodness that we may not
be aware of.

« To make dua to enrich us with the best in both the lives.

°
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?
« To be arrogant and proud after the truth has been shown.
« To attribute oneself with all the success and forget Allah.

o To feel self-sufficient and in no need of Allah.

« To misuse the position and power that one has been

bestowed with.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should not feel self-sufficient from Allah. We are His
creation and living in His dominion, so we must feel poor
towards Him, all the time for everything, whether big or
small, difficult or easy, as He has ability over everything.

« We should take admonition from the people of the past
who were proud and felt self-sufficient so Allah destroyed
them for it.

« We should be His obedient slave and then He will enrich us
internally and externally.

« We should take the Prophet () as a role model; we must
not feel self-sufficient from Him, as He is the Messenger of
Allah (¥2) and we have been commanded to follow him.

« We should free ourselves from being slaves of the creation

and turn to the Creator for all our needs.

°
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« We should supplicate to Allah alone and ask Him to grant

us richness in this life and the hereafter.

26 Sahih Muslim, 6389, Graded: Sahih
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)




Tafsir (saeuéll)

~
P

S 54 il
Word Meaning
Eald So you
4 to him
Gl attend

o« The word ‘s.xi’ is to occupy oneself with, to discuss,

encounter, examine, show a bold front.

Sheikh As-Sa’'di explains the following points regarding this

ayah: “This ayah brings in about a very basic fundamental

understanding in Islam.

No matter that is known, should be abandoned for that which

is delusive, and no accomplishable or attainable benefit can

be abandoned for an elusive one.

The objective of the messengers is to warn the people and

make them remember the truth.

One should tend to seekers of knowledge who need it and

who are more eager to acquire it than other people.”

LN N
91




Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah is gently rebuking the Prophet (£) for His action by
directly addressing him.

« We as humans have the tendency to neglect our
obligations in life and focus more on the voluntary. For
example, the ones who deserve the most ihsan from us are
our immediate family (our parents, children and members
living in our house). But we find ourselves showing more
ihsan towards the outsiders.

« The same with the religion, we busy ourselves giving
da’'wah to the unknown people, who may not even be
interested in learning about the religion, on the other hand,
we may have someone in our own house who is keen to
know about Allah, and they may even show the interest by
asking us questions. But we ignore them, thinking they are
not a priority.

o Take for example, a salesman in a shop who is trying to
convince a person to buy his product, looking at his
position and status. While he is doing so, there may be
other customers who need the product and are waiting for

his service. But the salesman is busy trying to convince this

°
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person who does not even have the intention to buy
anything at all.

« So here Allah is addressing the Prophet (£) and telling him
that though he may be serious in calling them to Islam, the
noble chiefs of Quraysh with a false sense of self-

sufficiency are relaxed and not bothered about him.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Jabbar (The Mender).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

The name Al-Jabbar has three meanings, first is fo compel
and force someone to do something, the second is to be
supreme and high. The third is to repair, mend or restore
something.

Allah Al-Jabbar is the One Who can force and compel the
slaves and this is for their own goodness. His jabr (force) is
with His might and power. Therefore, He compels the
tyrants, overwhelming them with His might and power.
Allah Al-Jabbar is far above His creation, therefore when
He mends a person, no one can touch Him in any harm or
affect His action.

This characteristic is only suiting Allah, as His compelling
will not break the slaves, nor there will be any negative
impact due to His compulsion.

Allah Al-Jabbar is the One Who also fixes the situation for
His creation. He mends the hearts that have been broken
for His sake and the hearts that have been broken by
people. When they feel humiliated and humbled, Allah will

console them and reward them for it.

°
94




What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Jabbar?

« To know that the attribute of jabr (force) does not befit
people, so we should not force anyone.

« To give choice to the people and not compel them in their
decisions.

« To ask Allah Al-Jabbar to fix our matters and relationships.

« To mend someone’s heart when they are in any calamity,

so that Allah Al-Jabbar mends ours in times of need.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To give priority to non-obligatory matters in life and ignore
the important tasks.

« To get carried away while being involved in da’wah, by

forcing people and not letting them decide on their own.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should not force anyone for guidance, especially if
they do not show interest.

« We should give priority to those who come seeking
knowledge.

« We should know that we are responsible for choosing our
actions and utterances in our life.

« We should not feel bad when people deny our call to

guidance.
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)




Tafsir (saeuéll)

"\

\L.\\

N \
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“ \

sy V¥ \

\
\
o \

Word Meaning

vy And not

&L&Lc. Upon you

{ﬂ That not

jj; He purifies himself (4<73)

Ibn Kathir narrates:

“Allah continues to address the Prophet (%), he is just a
messenger and his duty is only to convey and he is not
responsible for him if the disbeliever does not attain

purification.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah sent the Prophet (£) to warn mankind but guidance
is not in his hands.

« We all are responsible for our own selves; we will not be

questioned for the others’ sins. Therefore, if our close ones

oo o
100




are not upon the guidance in spite of our efforts, we need
to be patient as guidance is not in our hands, and we will
not be questioned about their actions.

This is therefore a blessing for the Prophet (¥8) and all those
who are in the field of da’'wah, that Allah has not placed
the responsibility of guidance on them. Rather they are just
warners and givers of the glad tidings for those who accept
the invitation.

We know that the guidance is of two main kinds:
1. This is what the messengers do, i.e.

they
guide the people by conveying the message of Allah.

The people are made aware of who their Lord is, what
they should do, whom they should love and fear and

whom they should hope from.
2. This is in the hands of Allah alone, For He is

Al-Haadi, and He is the One Who guides people to act
upon the knowledge that has come to them. This makes
it clear, that the messengers cannot guide anyone to act
upon and do good deeds. This is Allah’s mercy that He
does not burden them with this stressful task.

The second kind of guidance is what Allah wants to

emphasize to the Prophet (£¥) in this ayah.
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How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is At-Tayyib (The Good and Pure).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah is At-Tayyib Himself (41 <) and He's is the One
Who makes things _.!l clean, pure and beautiful (—ll).

This name motivates us to seek tazkiya (purity) in our life.

All of Allah’s names, attributes, actions and decrees are
good. Allah is dealing with us through decrees and we
need to believe the One Who decreed is At-Tayyib.

Allah wants everything for our benefit and this makes the
decree so pure, beautiful and precious. Allah knows all the
other possible scenarios for every decree, but He decrees
the best one for us. If we knew all the other options, we
would pick exactly what Allah chose for us, Subhan Allah.
On the Day of Judgment, we will see the wisdom behind
the decree, but we do not want to wait until then to believe.
Allah’s recompense is also pure and beautiful, and He will

reward us for our pure intentions and deeds.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah At-Tayyib?

« To purify our outer-self (body) and our inner-self (soul).

« To eat and drink what is pure, in order to produce deeds

that are pure and good.

[N
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o To hear what is pure and look at what is pure, and say and
do what is pure.

« To worship Allah with Tawheed and to stay away from shirk.

[N
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To take the responsibility of guiding and purifying others
upon ourselves.

To stress and be sad because of people’s denial.

To refuse the ftruth that comes to us, thus refusing
purification of our soul.

To follow our desires in life.

To be lazy and to shy away from the knowledge.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should not blame people for our shortcomings as we
are responsible for our own actions.

We should be like those who only sow the seeds of
goodness and keep on moving in life.

We should trust Allah alone for purifying the people and
guiding them to the right path.

We should supplicate to Allah alone for self-purification.
The Prophet (¥) made dua seeking refuge in certain
actions that can prevent one from having tagwa and

purifying one’s soul.
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27 Sahih Muslim, 2722, Graded: Sahih Al Albani
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

HF But as

Y who

GAF came to you

LR running

323 And is

M afraid (of Allah and His Punishment)

o The word ‘' _~.s’ means to make an effort, endeavor, pursue
something.

Ibn Kathir narrates:

“The blind man, (Abdullah Ibn Maktoum) hastens out of fear

and humility in order to seek the opportunity, fo come and

learn from the Prophet (££), and be guided.”
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

Allah knows the intentions of the people when they do the
deeds, for He is All-Aware and All-Knowing.

There are two main actions of Abdullah ibn Makium
mentioned in these ayat. One relating to the actions of the
limbs and the other relating to the actions of the heart.

If the actions of the heart are sound and pure, for sure the
limbs will produce the best deeds. The purification of the
soul that was mentioned previously, can now be explained
better, the one who purifies himself by knowing Allah, His
names and attributes, he will fear Allah with <.is , and then
he will be able to do the actions that will please Allah.
Abudullah ibn Makium did not go to anyone else for
knowledge, but targeted the right source, for he knows the
correct knowledge is when we obey Allah and His

messenger.

We can also see a strong desire here to gain knowledge.

28 Surah Al' ‘imran:32
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Being blind did not stop Abdullah ibn Maktum from striving
to gain knowledge and fearing Allah at the same time.
These are the two main tools which every student should
possess before they start into the path of knowledge.

« How can one increase the 1 .is of Allah? The more one
knows about Allah and His actions, the more he will fear
Allah.

« We find in the Qur'an Allah Ar-Rabb being mentioned with

regards to this action of the heart.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe Allah is Ar-Rabb (The Nurturer, Reformer).

29 Surah An Naziat: 19
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah Ar-Rabb nurtures the entire creation through
His blessings (general nurturing).

The wisdom behind this kind of nurturing is to be
able to live in this life. If we did not have the general
nurturing of Allah then none of us would survive.

Allah has a special nurturing for His believers, to
increase them in faith through His beautiful names,
attributes and actions.

Allah Ar-Rabb will guide them to the way of ease in
all types of worship and protect them from difficult
decrees.

The wisdom behind this nuriuring is to be reformed in
order to go to paradise and be among those
nearest to Allah, along with the messengers and the

prophets, Subhan Allah.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Ar-Rabb?

o To be pleased with Allah as our Rabb, Islam as our religion

and Muhammad (£) as our Prophet.

« The first question of the grave will be 'Who is your Rabb?’.

We need to know Ar-Rabb and live by this name so that we

are able to answer this question and the other questions.
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« To ask Allah for His special nurturing by calling upon His
name Ar-Rabb.

e To fear Him the most, as He knows all our hidden
faults and sicknesses; then He will fix them by

reforming us through knowledge or decree.
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Fruits of having 4 is :

1.

It will make us do deeds with ikhlas and there will be

continuity in the deed:s.

. It will pave our way to get the honor from Allah.

3. It will protect us from humiliation.

It will make us have the best of manners and character and

remove the bad ones.

. It is the way of happiness in both worlds.

. It is a way of feeling secure from the horrors of the Day of

Judgement.
It will make us enter paradise and avert the hellfire from us.

It will make us busy accounting ourselves and not others.

The fear of Prophet (%)
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We can aftain «ilacis by pondering upon the ayat of
the Qur'an and increasing in its recitation. Also, by
reflecting upon death and what will happen after it, i.e., the

journey in the grave and the resurrection from the grave.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To underestimate the knowledge of the religion and give
priority to the worldly education.

« To be lazy when it comes to gaining Islamic knowledge.

« To fear someone else other than Allah and strive to please

them.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should gain more knowledge about Allah, to
increase our fear in Him. This will benefit us in our
lives, as fear makes everyone more cautious about

their deeds.

30 Sahih Al Bukhari, Book 65, Hadith 4828)
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« We should not fear anyone other than Allah, for this
can be shirk that we will not be aware of.

« We should not force people to the study circles,
they should willingly come to seek knowledge.

« We should not stop the path to knowledge due to
obstacles, rather be patient and ask Allah to help us

to overcome the challenges.
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

120




Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

;uts You are

Lo of him

:5@15 neglectful and divert your attention to
another

« The word ‘4L comes from ‘g3t which translates as

entertainment but originally means to be engaged with
something that keeps you away from a more important

task, to amuse oneself with, pass the time with.

Ibn Kathir narrates:

“Here Allah commands His Messenger not to single anyone
out with the warning. Rather, he should equally warn the
noble and the weak, the poor and the rich, the master and
the slave, the men and the women, the young and the old.
Then Allah will guide whomever He chooses to a path that is

straight. He has the profound wisdom and the decisive proof.”
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The ayah confirms that the prophets were also human, and
they too made mistakes, and Allah mentions about their
mistakes in the Qur'an so that,

1. We take lessons and get nurtured similar to how they got
nurtured, and

2. We do not elevate the prophets and the messengers
and make them equal to Allah.

« We see this kind of behavior sometimes in class, where the
teacher gives more attention to the naughty students and
targets them in the class hoping to change them. In doing
so, she may ignore or get distracted from the students who
are keen on studying. Therefore, teachers should be equal
in giving attention to all the students in the class.

« There were matters that the Prophet (¥) was not aware of,
unless the revelation would come and make it clear to him.
Only Allah is aware of the unseen matters as He is witness

over everything.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Ash-Shaheed (The All-Witness).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb ¢los

231)

Allah Ash-Shaheed is always present and is never
absent from any situation.

He is perfect in His witnessing due to His perfect
hearing, seeing and knowledge. In comparison, the
witnessing of humans is deficient due to their
imperfect abilities.

Allah is a witness to what we conceal in our hearts,
so what about our speech and actions?

Allah Ash-Shaheed will disclose the liars and the
truthful ones, the oppressors and the oppressed, and

the criminals and the innocent at the right time

either in this life or in the hereafter.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Ash-
Shaheed?

« To beat witness to the oneness of Allah and live by

it.

e To trust Allah Ash-Shaheed will vindicate us from

any unjust accusations.

« To believe Allah Ash-Shaheed clarifies the doubts.

« To know Allah Ash-Shaheed ends all cases and finalizes
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all disputes.

« To be a true witness even if it is against ourselves.

« To beware of our own limbs witnessing against us on the
Day of Judgment.

o Allah also mentions ‘an action’ in the above ayah, thatis not
praiseworthy, ¢ Il —“To neglect or get diverted with something

not important in life”.
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What has Allah mentioned about ¢l in the Qur'an and

Sunnah?

1. The worldly life is considered to be 4/

2. The disbelievers take the religion as ¢J

3. Getting distracted from the worship due to ¢}

4. Children and wealth can be a means of ¢/

31 Surah Al An’am: 32

32 Surah Al An’am: 70

33 Surah Jumuah: 11

34 Surah At Taghabun: 9
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To do things merely out of desire.

To waste time on actions that do not benefit us nor
bring any productivity.

To be heedless of the fact that Allah is witnessing all

our actions.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should know that Allah is the witness of all our actions,
and this will make us more cautious.

We should return to Allah when matters become difficult.
We should ask Allah to guide us to make the right decisions
in life, especially when it is related to da’'wah.

We should not get distracted by things that give us little or
no benefit.

We should weigh our actions and words before we utter
them as they should not be a means to divert someone
from Allah.

We should ask Allah to show us truth and to clearly

distinguish it from the falsehood.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (scwddl)
B s A s
(WSEGX

T —

\

Word Meaning

y& Nay, (do not do like this),

Lé| indeed it (these Verses of this Qur'an)
& 2 3 are an admonition,

« The word ‘s,S55" mean reminders.

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah calls the Qur'an a reminder because it is something
which we already know. All human beings had made a
covenant with Allah before they came on this earth

affirming that ‘Allah is their Lord’.

35 Surah Al-'A’raf: 172
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So, from the above ayah, belief in Allah is something that
we are all pre-programmed with and is a part of our nature.
Every newborn is born on the fitrah (natural disposition) that
Allah fashioned people into. Our fitrah is Islam but due to
the environment we are brought up in, the religion of our
family or culture, we can be forced away from Islam.

This Qur'an is reminding us of something that is already
deep in our heart. The people who will benefit from the
reminder are the people who have something left from
their fitrah.

But those self-sufficient chiefs of the Quraysh have no
inclination left to get this strong reminder.

Sometimes when we try to convince someone of an ideaq,
but they remain unconvinced we feel that maybe there is
something missing in our argument or a shortcoming. But
Allah gives the Prophet (¥!) confidence by telling him that
this reminder is the most powerful with nothing missing in it.
It is mentioned in the Qur'an that only three kinds of people
will take this as an admonition and a greatest means to

bring themselves back to their original state of purity.

36 Surah At Taha: 3
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How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al-Baari’ (The Purifier of the Creation).

37 Surah Haqqah: 48
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah Al-Baari’ filters between good and bad people
depending on their inner intentions, goals and motives.
Allah Al-Baari’ is free from any evils, faults, shortcomings or
accusations.

Nothing impure can touch Him, but we can be touched
with impurity and we need Allah Al-Baari’ to purify us and
make us live an innocent and pure life. Thus Allah Al-Baari’
is the Only One Who can bring us back to the pure state,

i.e. free from shirk and any kind of disobedience.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Baari’'?

To accept the reminders that come to us.

To return and repent to Allah.

To submit and be humble before Allah.

To remove any types of desires, doubts and innovations in
the religion. Desires cause us to disobey, doubts cause us
to disbelieve in what Allah has told us, and innovations
cause us to not follow the Prophet’s Sunnah.

To free ourselves from anyone or anything that causes us

to be impure.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

e To deny the greatest of reminders i.e. the Qur’'an.
o Torefuse to return to the original pure state by not following the

Qur'an.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should not rely on our eloquence and speech to call
people to the path of Allah, rather we should rely on the
Qur’an to invite the people.

« We should give priority to the Qur'an to bring a
transformation in our life.

« We should ask Allah to give us wisdom when calling
people to the religion of Allah. If we find people resistant to
accept the message, then that should be taken as a sign

to not continue.
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (scwddl)
GG

Word Meaning

u.qs So whoever

L wills,

3}5:’: let him pay attention to it.

Ibn Kathir narrates:
“Allah mentions the Qur'an to be the greatest admonition, so
whoever wills, he remembers Allah through it in all of his

affairs.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o After guidance has been clearly distinguished from
misguidance, truth from falsehood, and righteousness from
evil, it is upon us to decide what to choose.

o So, it is clear from the above verse that the reminder will
come to all, but the ones who have a sound heart and hear
the reminders will surely benefit from it. While the ones

whose hearts are hardened, sealed, and spare no hearing
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to the reminders will never benefit from the reminders; they
will pass over him without affecting him.

Now, a very important question can be asked here - Do we
have free will to choose? The answer is yes.

Allah’s decrees are two kinds - Universal and Legislative.
We have a choice to believe or not and this choice is
permitted by His universal decree.

As for the legislative decree of Allah, then He does not like
kufr (disbelief) for His slave. So if a person disbelieves from
his choice, he should not blame that Allah gave him a
choice to do what he wants, because clearly Allah
mentions disbelief is something that He does not approve
of, but the person himself chose it.

So now it is clear from the above that people have a
choice in their life, they can choose what to eat, what to
drink, what to wear, and where to stay, which place to visit
and so forth. Anytime a person makes a choice, it is by his
own decision.

Similarly, if a person wishes to worship Allah, it is out of his
own choice he worships, there is no compulsion upon him
to worship Allah. If he wants to sin, then again it is from his
own choice. And each person is responsible for the choice

he makes.
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o As for the claim that man has no will and is compelled to

do his actions, this is an innovated matter.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe in the decree of Allah.
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BELIEF IN THE DECREE (,38Jb ¢yLlay

231)

o Al-Qadr is Allah’s predestination of measurements and
sustenance of everything and everyone, according to His
knowledge and wisdom .

o There are four stages in the belief in Al-Qadr:

1. Knowledge: The belief that Allah’s knowledge
encompasses everything, every matter - major or minor,
and time frames of everything that happen in this
universe.

2. Writing: The belief that Allah recorded the pre-decree of

everything in the Preserved Tablet that is with Him.

3. Will of Allah: The belief that Allah willed everything in the
heavens and in the earth. So, everything is in existence
because of Allah’s will. Nothing can exist if Allah has not

willed it.

38 Sahih Muslim 2653
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4. The Creation: The belief that Allah created all creation,
along with their attributes and actions. And Allah creates

the means.

37 Surah Al Qasas: 68
40 Surah Az Zumar: 62
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To deny free will that Allah has given mankind.
To turn away when the reminders come to us.

To disobey Allah, taking the will of Allah as an excuse.

How do we act on the ayah?

We need to believe that we have a ‘free will' to choose
what to do.

We need to believe that Allah’s will supersedes the will of
all His creation.

We need to take the Qur'an as the most powerful reminder,
and anything other than that should not be given priority.
We need to worship Allah in balance, i.e. not too exireme
and make things difficult or too lenient and leave out the
obligations.

We need to be grateful for being born as Muslims.
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

il AA
-du gﬂ.ﬂ"é

@f‘//} ,_,I..--'

Word Meaning

‘3 (1t is) in

Cazo records held (greatly)

E\.&ji“}é in honour (Al-Lauh Al-Mahfudh).
dc 3.}3).’5 Exalted (in dignity),

Byias purified,

Sheikh As Sa'di mentions regarding this ayah, “Allah
describes the Qur'an, its significance and high standing, by
saying that it is

1. In the Honorable records,

2. Exalted (in status and ranking), and

3. Purified from defects, from being touched by the devils,

and from the devils having access to it.”
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Inthe above ayah, itis the Qur'an which is preserved in the
Lauh Al-Mahfudh (the inscribed or preserved tablets).

o It is part of the belief in the pre-decree to have faith in
whatever Allah wrote in the Lauh Al-Mahfudh.

o Allah created the creation and the first thing that He
created was the pen and He said to it, ‘Write!’ so it replied,
‘What should | write?’ So He said, ‘Write whatever is going
to happen until the Day of Resurrection.’ So the pen wrote
down, by the command of Allah, whatever was going to
happen until the Day of Resurrection.

« This is the second stage from the stages of Belief in the
Decree, i.e. to have faith in the writing (of the Preserved
Tablet).

« The noble Qur'an that is the greatest reminder, is written
down in the Preserved Tablet, just as Allah mentions in

Surah Al-Buruj,

41 Surah Al Buruj: 21,22
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 And Jibreel (23! 4dc) heard it from Allah and conveyed it

to our Prophet (£) So it was sent down from Allah in truth,
and He did not say ‘from the Preserved Tablet'.

« The Qur'an came over a period of 23 years. It tells us about
Allah, legislation and news. Some was revealed to tell
something that happened to the Prophet (¥) and his
companions, and some concerning (legal) rulings.

« Allah has described the Noble Qur’'an in superlative terms.

He has described it as wise (), noble (e)5), great
(eslac), and glorious (..=«). These qualities, that Allah has

described for His Book, may be attainable by the one who
adheres to this Book and acts upon it both inwardly and
outwardly. Allah will give him some share of glory,
greatness, wisdom, honour and authority.
« Descriptions for the ‘suhuf’ mentioned in the above ayah:
1. Honored: Allah describes the Qur'an as being honored,
and if these disbelievers deny it and turn away from its
reminders, then it is them who do not deserve the
guidance from it. Therefore, the Prophet () does not
have to be desperate behind them to accept the Qur'an
as it is not any book, but an honorable book from Allah.

2. Exalted: Allah describes the Qur'an as being exalted,
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both in status and ranking. Therefore, it is not to be
lowered and forced for those Quraysh chiefs, who
consider themselves high in status and ranking. This also
brings another point -the one who is involved in da’'wah
should show the power and status of the religion to the
Non-Muslims, rather than showing desperation and
pleading them to accept the religion of Islam.

. Purified: Allah describes the Qur'an as being purified, i.e.
free from all kinds of mixtures of false ideas and thoughts.
It presents nothing but the pure truth. There is no tinge of
any impurity with which the other religious books of the
world have been polluted. It has been kept pure and
secure from all kinds of human speculations and evil
suggestions. Therefore, those who are not purified from
the sicknesses and impurities, will not be eligible to be

guided from this great reminder.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe in the Books that have been sent down by
Allah.
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BELIEF IN BOOKS (<iSJU las3l)

»g

o Kutub (books) is plural for Kitab (a book). They are called

Kutub because they are makioob (written). Books, here

means the books that Allah sent down to His messengers

as a mercy and guidance for mankind. These books are

designed to lead mankind to what brings them happiness

in this life and the hereafter.

« There are four aspects of believing in the books:

1.
2,

To believe that they are truly sent down by Allah.
To believe in the books that mankind was informed of,

like the Qur'an sent down to Muhammad (%), the Taurat

(the Torah) sent down to Musa (a3l 44lc) , the Injeel (the
Gospel) sent down to ‘Isa (a3—udl 4c) and the Zaboor
(the Psalms) sent to Dawud (a3l 4dle).

. To believe in whatever the books contained in their true

form from Allah.

. To implement the commandments contained in these

books, unless Allah commanded to the contrary through

naskh (overruling).

Benefits of believing in the books:

1.To know that Allah takes care of His slaves by sending
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down books for their guidance.

2.To know Allah’s wisdom in whatever He commands. He

commanded each nation with what is suitable for them.

3. To thank Allah for His bounties because He sent down these

books to lead mankind to guidance.

How is the Qur'an a reminder to us?

The Qur'an is filled with reminders of different kinds, all of
which is a guidance and mercy to mankind and the Jinn.
Allah reminds us about His names, attributes and His
actions.

He reminds us of the favors and blessings that He bestows
upon us day and night.

He reminds us of the honor that He has prepared for those
who believe and do righteous good deed:s in this life, and
also reminds us of the punishment for those who disbelieve
and deny.

He puts forward the parables to clarify important aspects

like shirk, tawheed, kufr etc.

42 Surah Al Mai’'dah: 48
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He motivates us through His promises to do righteous good
deeds with belief.

He reminds us of our dire necessity for His favors and
grandeur.

He reminds us of His richness and His independence from
our worship and chairity.

He reminds us of His forgiveness when we slip and make
mistakes.

He reminds us of His protection of the heavens, the earth
and everything between them.

He reminds us of the pillars of belief and the pillars of Islam.
These are only some of the types of reminders from the
Qur’'an. Surely the Qur'an will lead its followers to success
and honor and purify them from all the sicknesses and

faults.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To underestimate the status and the ranking of this great
book.

To give priority to other books, rather than the Qur'an and
believe in them.

To touch the Mus’haf while in a state of impurity.

To make ridicule and dismiss it by calling it tales of the

previous generations or a fabricated book.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should believe and prioritize the Qur'an over other
books.

We should be in the state of wudhu before holding the
Mus’haf.

We should not doubt the reminders in the Qur’'an.

We should not force the Qur'an upon the disbelievers, for it
needs to be honored and exalted.

We should fear Allah and purify our hearts in order to get
the best guidance from the Qur'an.

We should be grateful to Allah, as He provided us a manual

clarifying all the details of how to lead a successful life.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

‘é.gu In the hands

Byai of scribes (angels)
ebS Honourable

B3y obedient

Ibn Kathir narrates: “Allah reinforces the soundness of the
Qur'an by mentioning here that they are protected in the
hands of the angels. The angels are called as scribes or
ambassadors. They descend with the revelation of Allah, that
helps rectify the matters, similar to how the ambassador
rectifies matters between people. They are noble, handsome,
and honorable in their creation. Their character and their
deeds are righteous, pure and perfect. It is mentioned in a
hadith, the carriers of the Qur'an (the ones who recite it
perfectly) in this life, will be in the company of those scribes,
subhan Allah.

oo o
158




Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The angels are of such integrity that it is impossible that
such exalted beings would be dishonest.

« Thus Allah protects His book through honorable, strong and

obedient angels as emissaries to His human messengers.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe in the angels.

43 Sahih al-Bukhari 4937
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BELIEF IN ANGELS (aS5laJby los3l)

The angels are from unseen. They are created by Allah
and they worship Him alone. They have no attributes that
qualify them to be gods. Allah created them from light, and
He bestowed on them the bounty of obeying Him at all
times. He gave them the power to carry and implement His

orders. Allah mentions in the Qur’an:

Belief in the angels has four parts:

1. To believe in their existence.

2. To believe in the angels that are mentioned in the Qur'an
and the Sunnah, and those that are not mentioned.

3. To believe that Allah is in no need of the angels or help,
but it is an honor for the angels to be slaves of Allah.

4. To believe in what is mentioned about their attributes.

44 Surah Al Anbiya:19, 20
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For example, the description of lJibreel (a3l 4d<).

The
Prophet (=) told us that he saw lJibreel (a3l 4de) in

the
form that Allah created him, having six hundred wings

and one wing covering the entire horizon. The angels
change their forms, by the order of Allah. They may also
take the form of men.

.To believe in the tasks that they perform, by the
command of Allah. They praise Allah and worship him at
all times without the slightest boredom or fatigue. Some
angels may have special tasks to fulfill, a few have been

mentioned below:
Jibreel (s3Lull 44lc) is the honorable angel, whom Allah

sends down with revelation to the prophets and
messengers. Mikaeel is the angel who is in charge of rain
and vegetation by the order of Allah. Israfeel is the angel
who would blow in the trumpet by the command of Allah
to start the Hour (Last Day) and when it is time to resurrect
the dead.

Benefits of believing in the angels:
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1. We come to know Allah’s might, strength and power. The
strength of the creation is a sign of the strength of the
Creator.

2. It makes us grateful to Allah when we know how He takes
care of us by appointing angels to protect us, record our
deeds and do other beneficial tasks.

3. It makes us love the angels because they are true

worshippers of Allah.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To believe in the metaphorical meaning of angels rather
than their frue existence.

« To consider the angels as daughters of Allah.

« To hate some of the angels, like Jibreel and Mikaeel, out of
jealousy.

o To take them as mediators or invoke them.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should honor the angels around us, especially the ones
who are recording our deeds, by our good behavior, best
words and clean environment.

« We should show our complete obedience to Allah, like the
obedience of the angels.

« We should guard the trust that Allah places upon us, like
those angels who guard the Qur'an that is in the Lawh Al
Mahfoudh.

« We should seek the honor from Allah alone, as He is the

source of honor.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in




ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite."

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

Tafsir (scwddl)
s

Word Meaning

J.}é Be cursed

:;Lau}ﬂ (the disbelieving) man
EJ.QS! s How ungrateful he is!

Ibn Kathir narrates:

“Here there is a rebuke against all those people who deny
the resurrection. They deny abundantly without any
supporting argument. They think it is farfetched. There is no

one worse than this person in disbelief.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?
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o The disbelievers who take the reminder with scant attention
are directly being addressed in the form of a rebuke. The
beginning of the surah to verse 16 is addressed to Prophet
(£), but actually meant to reprimand the disbelievers, that
they do not deserve that a great Prophet should present an

honorable reminder like the Qur'an before them.

Why do these people deserve the curse of Allah?
o They deserve the curse of Allah because of their denial of
the resurrection and the final gathering and this comes

under disbelief.

o People can be involved in one or many categories of

disbelief. Nevertheless, they all fall under the curse of Allah.

Types of disbelief:

1. Kufr At-Takdheeb (_wisi! ,4S) : To deny any of the pillars
of faith, or any part of a pillar of faith.

2. Kufr al-ibaa’ wal istikbar (,LSswdl LY ,4S) : To deny by

being arrogant and refusing the truth when it comes.

45 Surah Yasin: 78
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3. Kufr Ash-shak («l_iJ! ,4€) : To deny by having doubts in

the pillars of faith.
4. Kufr Al-I'raadh (»/c¥!,4€): To deny by turning away

completely from the religion that the messenger brings

with him.
5. Kufr An-Nifaq (35led!l 2S) : To deny with hypocrisy, i.e one

shows the faith apparently, but hides the disbelief. This is
one the most dangerous kind, as they are not apparent,
and can easily deceive the believers.

6. Kufr Al-Istihzaa (s/3xw¥! 2S) : To deny by making fun

of
the religion, the Qur'an and the messenger that brought

the religion.

Evidences from the Sunnah of the general impermissibility
of cursing any person object or animal:

1. People in general

46 Sahih al-Bukhari 6031
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2. People who are polytheists

3. Animals

o It is said that those who indulged in curses will not be
granted the honor of interceding or witnessing on the Day

of Resurrection.

47 Sahih Muslim 2599
48 Sahih Muslim, 2596
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« If a Muslim curse another person who does not deserve it,

then that curse will return against him.

o It is permissible to curse wrong doers in general without

specifying their names as is done in the Qur’'an. Allah said:

4% Sahih Muslim 2598
50 Sunan Abi Dawud 4905, Graded: Hasan (Al Albani)
51 Surah Hud:18
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This can be beneficial as a way to warn people indirectly.
If we see someone committing a major sin, we can say,
“Allah has cursed those who do this.” So we mention that
Allah has cursed the deed, but we do not curse the
individual directly.

« The Prophet (¥) would mention that Allah has cursed

certain deeds as a way of warning people.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe only Allah has the right to curse.

52 Sunan Abi Dawud 3333, Graded: Sahih (Al Albani)
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb &Las3l)

« We should believe that the curse of Allah is connected to
His will. If He wills, He does it, and if He does not will, He
does not do it.

« A curse makes one far away from the mercy of Allah,
exitremely debased and disgraced. Anyone who is under
His curse cannot be close to Him.

« Cursing is not a personal atiribute of Allah, but certain
actions like consuming interest, tattoo making and the
ones who get it done, the man who dresses like a woman
and the woman who dresses like a man, there is curse of

Allah upon them.

What are the impacts of this action upon us?
« We should not curse anyone, be it a person, animal or

object by their name, as it will remove us from goodness.
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« We should not be involved in actions that will bring the

curse of Allah upon us.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To be ungrateful and deny the messages that come from
our Rabb.

o To deny the resurrection.

« To curse the other godes, idols, people or objects.

« To have hatred and enmity towards others.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should take the Qur'an seriously, and not reject any
news that Allah informs us through the Qur’'an.

« We should think good of Allah, as Allah’s curse is only upon
those who deserve it due to their actions.

« We should avoid frequent cursing or the situations that may
lead one to curse the other.

« We should learn to control our anger, pardon and give

excuses to people.
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« We should adorn ourselves with the best speech and
actions at all times.

o We should not invoke the curse of Allah, or His wrath or the
hellfire upon ourselves or others. When people invoke
destructions upon other people then it is like calling

destruction upon themselves.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite."

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)

Tafsir (scss])

(3

f s *-”'
@:ﬂ_}iﬂ&:&ﬂl&-:}.&bi{:

Word Meaning
] Cyo From what
£ o thing
S did He create him
4 alai Ry From Nuffah (male and female semen
drops)
S He created him
178




8ytal and then set him in due proportion

« The word ‘isk .’ means the water remaining from the

container, the semen discharge from the males, or any
quantity of water is also called ‘aaks’.

o The word ‘,.. 5" means to enable, to make something

possible, or put in a position.

Review points from the above ayat:

« The Qur'an is protected in the Preserved Tablet.

« The devils are not allowed to overpower it; thus maintaining
the integrity of the message and so that people can
receive it with acceptance.

o Yet the disbelievers insist on persisting in their disbelief.

o This is the reason why Allah cursed them, for not being
grateful for the favors and for being obstinate towards the

truth after it has been made clear.
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« In these ayat, Allah questions the human being about his
origin - He created the human being from the despised
water (semen), shaped him in due proportion, formed him
in a balanced human form, then equipped him perfectly
with inner and outer strength.

« We have seen in different places in the Qur'an that when
the disbelievers show their arrogance and pride, they will
be reminded of their origin. This is in order to put them in
their place so that they do not transgress.

« One of the main reasons we transgress towards Allah and
towards the people is because we forget our origin staris
from water and ends with dust.

« Allah reminds us of the stages of our creation, in order to
believe with certainty that He is the Best of creators,

thereby directing all our worship towards Him alone.

53 Surah Al Mu’minun: 14
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'Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
Messenger of Allah (%), the truthful and the receiver of the truth informed
us, saying, "The creation of you (humans) is gathered in the form of
semen in the womb of your mother for forty days, then it becomes a
clinging thing in similar (period), then it becomes a lump of flesh like that,
then Allah sends an angel who breathes the life into it; and (the angel) is
commanded to record four things about it: Its provision, its term of life (in
this world), its conduct; and whether it will be happy or miserable. By the
One besides Whom there is no true god! Verily, one of you would perform
the actions of the dwellers of Jannah until there is only one cubit between
him and it (Jannah), when what is foreordained would come to pass and
he would perform the actions of the inmates of Hell until he enter it. And
one of you would perform the actions of the inmates of Hell, until there is
only one cubit between him and Hell. Then he would perform the acts of
the dwellers of Jannah until he would enter it."55

54 Surah Ghdfir: 62
55 Sahih Bukhari, 3208
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It is thus established from the above hadith that Allah
proportions man and determines his life-long provision in

the womb of his mother.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Khalig (The Creator).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb ¢los

231)

Allah Al-Khalig measures and decrees everything. He

decreed the creation, their qualities, their manners and

their actions.

He created everything and categorized it.

He created different types of creations such as humans,

jinn, angels and animals.

Allah is the One Who creates the ideas, skills and talents of

the people.

The human being is created with no example before and

each creation is unique in its being. He gives each its own

features, colors, looks and feelings. Allah exiracts different

feelings and worships from the people.

There are no two things which are alike. Allah created

some creation by:

o His Hand: such as the Pen, the Throne, Paradise and
Adam (a3l 4dde).

His Word: when He says “Be” and it is.

|O

His Will: He wills then He creates. He can create with

|O

means and without a mean. From one human being
Allah created his offspring. Adam was created with no

father or mother, Hawwa was created from the rib of
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Adam (Ml 4ele).

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Khaliq?
o To remove all shirk and believe in the Oneness of Allah.
« To know the purpose of our creation which is to worship
Allah alone. We are not created in vain.
« To know our reality in order to be humble and not arrogant
or proud; to accept the truth and not refuse it.
« To know with certainty that Allah has the ability to resurrect

us a second time, just as He created us the first time.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To give the ability of creating to the creation.

To forget the origin of our creation.

To reject the truth with arrogance and stubbornness.

To show enmity and belittle the ones who come with the
truth.

To put down someone for their appearances and looks.

How do we act on the ayah?

We should not complain about our looks, rather we should
be pleased with them.

We should be grateful to Allah, for He gave us
proportionately balanced bodies.

We should not be arrogant, if we have some features better
than others, this is a test for us, to see if we are grateful or
proud.

We should magnify Allah for His ability to bring out the living
from the non-living. He brings out the human from a drop
of water.

We should not atiribute any human with the action of
creation, for this will bring pride in them and they will surely

reject the truth when it comes to them.
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the
Qur'an will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and
ascend (in ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the
world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

f’é Then

Jetiad | the Path

5 He made easy for him

o The word ‘..’ means to make things easy and simple.

Sheikh As Sa'di mentions regarding this ayah, “Allah
provided humankind with religious and worldly necessities,
made the path clear and explained it to them, and tested

them with the commandments and the prohibitions.”

Ibn Kathir mentions regarding this,
« The path from the womb to the external world.

« The clarity of the ways of good and bad in this life.

These ways thereby differentiating guidance from

misguidance.

56 Surah Al Balad: 10
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« We are all on a journey to our destination in this life. It
begins in the womb of a mother and ends in the grave.
Then the next journey begins from the grave and ends until
we reach our final destination - paradise or hellfire.

« Allah creates us and provides us with apparent and inner
strengths, such as hearing, sight and internal organs, which
He perfects and makes them fully functional to provide us
with the ability to acquire what we need.

« Then He sends the messengers, reveals the books to us,
and guides us to the path that leads to Him.

« Allah encourages the straight path for us and informs us of
its rewards.

« And also warns us of the destructive paths and informs us
of its punishments.

« Furthermore, Allah also gives the opportunity to choose for
ourselves, either of the ways, obedience or disobedience,
gratitude or ingratitude, good or evil, guidance or

misguidance, belief or disbelief, tawheed or shirk.

57 Surah Al Insan: 3
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o There are many places in the Qur'an that Allah informs us
that He wants things to be easy for us and not difficult:
1. The ease to make up missed days of Ramadan on

alternative days.
2. The ease to offer a sacrificial animal, as an expiation for
not being able to complete the rituals of hajj or umrah.

. The ease to delay the return of burdening debits.

. The ease to recite the Qur'an as per our ability.

. The ease to spend according to one’s ability.

. The ease to shorten the prayers during travel.

N o0 o AW

.The ease to perform Tayammum, during scarcity of
water or sickness.

8. The ease to understand the Qur'an as confirmed by Allah

many times.

9. The ease to make the ships float for our benefit.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is our Rabb (Nurturer and Reformer).

[N
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb los

231)

Allah Ar-Rabb is the One Who nurtures us step by step, from

one situation to another to become better and better.

The nurturing begins from the womb of our mothers and

ends when we leave this life. Allah our Rabb guides us

throughout our life nurturing us in two ways:

o Firstly, a general nurturing of Allah, that will include all of
the creation, the angels, humans, jinns, heavens, earth,
mountains etc. This nurturing will guide us to perform our
jobs in this life. The main goal from this nurturing is for our
survival.

o The special nurturing is for the prophets, messengers and
the believing slaves.

Allah Ar-Rabb guides and makes the path easy for the

believers to perfect their faith. How?

He nuriures the believers to increase their knowledge

about Him and to worship Him apparently and inwardly.

He will reform their hearts, and they will be guided to know

Him more.

He reforms their souls, and guides them to know their

purpose in life.

He reforms their bodies, and guides them to take care of

[N
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their bodies and use it for worshipping Allah.

« He reforms their character and manners, and guides them
to be lanterns in society.

o Hereforms the believers and takes them out of darkness to
light and averts from them any harm or distractions.

« The believer accepts this nurturing and he is pleased with
Allah as his Rabb.

« Those who do not accept the nurturing will take the

misguided path and make it difficult upon themselves.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Ar-Rabb?

« To bring acceptance from the people and to live a siress-
free life.

« To make people enjoy their life and their relations. This
name makes a person flexible.

« To make a person taste the sweetness of faith, by being
pleased with Allah as their Rabb, Islam as their religion and
the Prophet (¥) as their messenger.

o To guide us to nurture the ones who are under our care, in

the best way.
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193




What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?
« To be ungrateful for the ease and blessings of Allah.
« To not fulfill the rights of Allah.

« To use the favors of ease to disobey Allah.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should always make matters easy for the people.

« We should guide the people till they reach their
destinations, and not leave them hanging.

« We should choose easy options in life, and leave out the
difficult ones, as Allah loves ease in every matter.

« We should not make the religion difficult for ourselves or
others, rather we should make it easy. Allah made it easy
for the people by exempting them from fasting when they
are sick or traveling and giving them a chance to make up
for it later, He shortened the prayers during travel, and at
times of necessities the haram is allowed, to save our lives.

All of this is ease in the religion.

[N
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

S T
@J#ﬂ\ﬂ :‘Gl.lll 3

Word Meaning

o Then

Gl He causes him to die
3}33@ and puts him in his grave
Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Ayat 20 and 21 show Allah’s two main actions that every
living creature on this earth has to go through.

« Allah is the One Who grants us life, guides us, then causes
us fo die.

« The main purpose behind life and death is o know who will

perform the best of deeds after being guided by Allah.

« Life is a blessing for a believer, to elevate his ranks towards

58 Surah Al Mulk: 2
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paradise through continuous reforming while facing many
situations and decrees.

« Death is also a hidden blessing for a believer, as it is the
only way he is relieved from the trials of this life. Though a
believer does not like to die, but the hope of meeting his
Rabb, makes him to accept the death.

« As for the disbeliever it is the most difficult stage of his life,
as he does not want to depart, knowing very well what lies
ahead is even worse. From the following hadith we know
that he dislikes meeting Allah just as Allah dislikes meeting

him due to his disbelief.

59 Sahih Muslim, 2684, Sahih
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« At the same time, the believers should not long for death

or wish for it, but instead ask Allah for safety and long life.

o Allah honors mankind more than the other creations from

among the angels, jinn, animals, and birds.

o Allah honored Adam by teaching him the names of all
things, this blessing continues to the children of Adam.

o Allah honors the children of Adam by commanding the
angels to make dua for the believers who seek forgiveness

and spread their wings for the student of knowledge.

60 Sahih Bukhari, 7611, Graded: Sahih
61 Surah Isra’: 70
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How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we believe in the actions of Allah, ‘to give life and
death’.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUb los

23)

« One of the basic principles of belief in Allah is that He is the

only One Who can give life and cause death.

o Allah has stated that the other so-called gods are
incapable of creating, granting provision, giving life or

causing death.

o Allah has assigned the angel of death to take our souls out

of our bodies.

62 Surah Al ‘Araf: 158
63 Surah Ar Rum: 40
¢4 Surah As Sajdah: 11
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« Allah also informs us that the believers hate death and that
He hates to bring it upon them, yet every living thing will
have to depart this life, and death is a stage in the path to

the hereafter.

Some of facts about burial in Islam:

« The sunnah of the Prophet (£¥£) and his companions was to
bury the deceased in the graveyard of the town in which
he dies and not to transport the body to other lands.

« The Muslim should be buried in the graveyard of the
Muslims and not alongside the disbelievers.

« Also, the deceased should not be buried during the night
because that would mean that less people would gather
for the janazah prayer.

« However, if the people have already prayed over the
deceased in the day, then the burial can go ahead during
the night.

65 Sahih Bukhari, 6502, Graded: Sahih
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« The grave should be dug such that when the body is
placed within it, it faces the Qiblah.
« The closest male relatives should lower the deceased into

the grave.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To attribute the power of giving life and death to someone
other than Allah.

« To trust the worldly means in prolonging life.

« To be heedless of death and be deceived with the glamour
of this life.

o To lose hope from Allah during calamities and wish for
death.

« To bring death upon oneself by committing svicide.

« To magnify the pious people by raising their graves.

« To perform sacrifices upon the graves of the righteous

people and turn them into places of worship.

How do we act on the ayah?

« We should understand the value of life and spend it wisely
before the time of our departure arrives.

« We should know that our purpose of coming to this life is to
worship Allah.

« We should believe with certainty that it is only Allah Who
controls matters of life and death. Doctors, judges,
governors, criminals, diseases, calamities and so forth are
only means that Allah brings for people to die or remain

alive.
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« We should avoid forbidden acts during funerals such as
wailing at the grave, hanging pictures or photographs,
placing flowers, lights and candles at the grave.

« A supplication from the Sunnah of the Prophet (£) before
going to bed is:

66 Sahih Al Bukhari, 6320, Graded : Sahih
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)
(oot

Word Meaning

|:>! {’é Then, when

L it is His Will,

?:};‘di He will resurrect him (again)

o The word ‘,_ii’ has many meanings, it meansto bring

out, produce, expand, spread out, release.
Shaikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding the above ayah, “Allah

will bring mankind back to life, after they have died, to be

recompensed.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« We all know that death will certainly occur. No one denies
death, because it is something which is experienced.

« And it (the Resurrection) is the restoration of the rotted and
decayed bodies.

o They will be restored and rebuilt just as they were before,
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because the One Who created them in the first place is fully
able to bring them back again. As Allah mentions in the

following ayah:

One of the wisdoms behind the resurrection is to reward the
obedient and dutiful believers; and to punish the
disbelievers, the atheists, the evil heretics, the wicked
tyrants and the arrogant ones.

It would not befit the wisdom of Allah to leave the people
without being resurrected and recompensed for their

deeds.

The ability of Allah to resurrect us is shown using the
evidence of the creation of the heavens and the earth. It is
easier to restore mankind back to life than create the

tfremendous and magnificent heavenly bodies.

¢7 Surah Taha: 55
¢8 Surah An Najm: 31
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« And from the proofs of resurrection is the example of
bringing the barren earth to life with vegetation through

rain. Allah mentions in the following ayah:

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Qadir Al-Qadeer Al-Mugtadir (All-
Able, The Most Able, The Ever-Able)

6? Surah Fussilat: 39
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah has complete power in all places and at all times. He
is the most powerful and is not dependent on others for His
power.

He knew about all the things and had written it down even
before its existence, showing His complete ability.

The decree is the power of Allah. He has written everything
about their guidance and misguidance, their nurturing,
their acceptance or denial.

Out of Allah’s ability, we can go from Point A to Point B with
no means. Allah can just say “Be” and it is. It can be with
means or without means.

Out of His ability, He resurrects people after they are dead.
We need to believe this with certainty. There have been
many such examples to prove this ability of His.

Out of His ability, He guides whomever He wills and
misguides whomever He wills. This is dependent on one'’s

own desire to be guided.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Qadir, Al-
Qadeer Al-Mugtadir?

« To believe in His perfect ability and disregard our abilities.
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To attribute the growth on the barren earth to Allah, as He
is able to create from nothing.

To magnify Allah for all the perfect decrees that He chose
for us; for sure it is out of His wisdom and knowledge.

To not attribute any power or ability to the means as they
only work with the ability of Allah.

To believe in the resurrection for He is All-Able, and it is not

difficult upon Him to recreate.
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Will of Allah:

« It is impossible for people to will anything to happen

against the will of Allah. If we were to set out to do anything
that Allah has not willed, we would never be able to
accomplish it. We would find obstacles in our path
preventing us from the task.

The will of Allah is based upon the most complete
knowledge and most perfect wisdom. There is no gap or
faults in His knowledge or in His wisdom. We should believe
firmly that the One with the most knowledge and perfect
wisdom will only ‘will' what is the most perfect and best for

Us.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To deny the ability of Allah especially the creation and
recreation.

To deny the signs on this earth regarding resurrection. The
barren land flourishing, the incidents of the man and
donkey and so forth.

To blindly follow the forefathers in their disbelief in
resurrection.

To underestimate the will of Allah and to feel self-sufficient

in doing tasks.
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How do we act on this ayah?

« We should live in this life as travelers and be prepared for
the next journey, i.e. life after death.

« We should work hard to do righteous good deeds in life, in
order to be resurrected with honor.

« We should not be deceived by the glamour of this life and
forget the Day of Recompense.

« We should watch whom we befriend as we will be

resurrected with those whom we love.
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The Prophet (¥) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

7

pILY Nay,
ua.a% i but (man) has not done

3}3? 79 what He commanded him

« The word ‘4,3 means {o complete something

successfully, execute, to turn around, bring an end.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “Indeed, Allah
alone manages the welfare of mankind and organizes their
affairs, without partners with Him in all of this. Yet, they do not
fulfill Allah’s commandments or implement what Allah has
ordained on them and continue to fall into shortcomings with

regards to their responsibilities.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o Allah created us and ordained for us a responsibility in this
life. Therefore, the main purpose of our creation is to fulfill

this responsibility that Allah set upon us through the
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commandments and prohibitions.

Allah mentions the history how man bore the ‘amanah’
(obedience, responsibility). This was first offered to the
heavens and the earth, but they refused to bear it. But man
took the ‘amanah’ when offered.

Allah mentions that if Adam and His progeny would fulfill
the commands, duties and responsibilities then they would
be rewarded, and if they fail to fulfill it then they would be
punished.

We should know that the heavens and the earth did not
deny due to pride, but because of their respect for the
religion of Allah, and fear of being unable to fulfill the
obligations.

Some of the responsibilities/commands that Allah ordains
upon us:

1. To worship Allah alone.

2. To be dutiful to one’s parents.

70 Surah Al Ahzab: 72
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3. To establish the prayers.

4. To fast in the month of Ramadan.

5. To keep oneself free from impurities.

6. To speak the truth.

7. To fulfil the promises and the covenants.

8. To eat halal and pure.

« The Qur'an is filled with many of the commands and

prohibitions that we need to fulfill.

What makes one heedless about the commands of Allah

in this life?

o Allah is very generous towards us when He deals with us,
whether it is creating us, providing us or nurturing us. It is
done with extreme care that does not distinguish a believer
from a disbeliever. They both equally enjoy His vast
generosity. For example, in life if someone is being really
generous towards us, how should we behave with this
person? Naturally, we will want to make sure we are

grateful to them; we also try not to make them angry or

71 Surah Infitar: 6
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disobey them in any maiter. Allah is so generous to
mankind, yet they do not believe in Him and the
resurrection. They disobey Him in what He commands and
what He forbids. There are some that even deny outright
that Allah exists.

« We tend to take the continuous generosity of Allah for
granted and become relaxed in life, thereby falling short

towards the rights of Allah.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al-Kareem (The Most Generous).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah is The Most Generous and He gives because of His
perfect names and attributes unlike the human being. A
person might be generous but may have weaknesses and
faults in other aspects. Or a person may be generous to
some and not to others.

Allah Al-Kareem exchanges our sins to good deeds when
we seek His forgiveness.

His generosity encompasses even the disobedient and the
rebellious.

Allah, the Most Generous, conceals the faults and sins of
people so that we see them in a good light. The more a
person’s faults are concealed, the more we appreciate
them, which is what all people want.

Allah’s generosity can be seen through the apparent and
hidden blessings that honor mankind.

Allah’s generosity guides believers to the correct worship

and performance of good deed:s.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Kareem?

« To ask Allah alone as He is the Most Generous.

« To be generous to others even before being asked.
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« To overlook and pardon others, especially the sinners.

« Toreward good actions in a generous way.

« To ask Allah to grant us taqwa, so as to be honorable with
Allah.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To disregard the covenant we have with Allah.
To be deceived by the glamour of this life.
To be lazy when it comes to fulfilling the rights of Allah and

taking the generosity of Allah as an excuse.

How do we act on this ayah?

We should be serious and hold on to the Qur’an tightly.
We should try our best to complete our rights and
responsibilities that are due to Allah, for example, not
associating any partner with Him, performing prayers,
charity, fasting and so forth.

We should seek forgiveness and pardoning for falling short
in fulfilling His rights.

We should make sure we do not fall short in giving the rights
of the people close to us, for example, obeying our
parents, spending on our children, showing kindness and
gentleness towards our relatives.

We should be forbearing and give time to those who

cannot fuffill their commitments on time.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

()eaalb ) ST

O
Word Meaning
)Ja.‘.j.\é Then let look
Z,L;mu the man

dlab J| | athis food,

\.Ld.ia G That We pour forth

AT water in abundance

e The word ‘_oo’

to pour, empty, to make flow, and it

also means to be fond of or adore.

o Allah guides humankind to reflect and contemplate their

food and how it reaches them, having been through

various stages.

plentiful amount.

Allah sends the water from the sky in a
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o In the previous ayah we saw how Allah creates man, and
He mentions those blessings such as proportioning him
perfectly, making the path easy for him and giving him life.
All this is focused on man himself.

« Now Allah mentions the blessings that are external but still
have a relationship to him. This also shows how deficient

man is in recognizing Allah’s favors on him.
o The first blessing that Allah points out is food. The word alab

in the Qur'an is mentioned around 48 times. Also, the first
command for the believers in the Qur'an was related to
eating, i.e. the order to consume pure and halal food.

« Food is a comprehensive name for everything that a
person tastes through the mouth, whether solid or liquid.

« It comes from various sources such as sea, land,
underground and the sky.

« The manners of eating and the cooking methods differ
between countries.

« One of the desires of the soul is a craving for food, and the

soul follows the following principles with regards to food:

[N
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1. To prefer some foods over others.

2. To like and dislike certain foods based on what Allah

prescribed to us in the Qur'an and the Sunnah.

3.To eat the food that is forbidden at times of dire

necessity, for example for survival.

The relationship between the earth and the food:

o After the creation of the earth in two days, Allah created

72 Surah Ar- Ra’'d: 4
73 Surah Al Baqarah: 168
74 Surah Al Ma’idah:3
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the sustenance, i.e. the foods and benefits for the people.
All the above actions on the earth took place in four days.
The provision that Allah decreed was measured exactly
according to the needs of the creation, thereby to suffice
them till the end of their lives. Subhan Allah.

o Allah commands us to eat from the food that is naturally
grown from the earth. The animals that we eat, also eat

from the same source.

« In the next ayah, Allah attributes the action to Himself for
sending down the rain. Water is the first requirement for the
earth to flourish with provisions. When we see the food, we
may attribute it to our hard work of sowing, watering and

growing the plants and vegetations. This ayah makes it

75 Surah Fussilat: 10
76 Surah Al Baqarah: 168
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clear, that if Allah is not pouring this water over the earth,
there would be no growth of vegetation for us to look
around.

Allah mentions in the Qur'an the main purpose of sending
down the water, i.e. to purify us. So besides it being the
origin of life, and the source of our provision it is also a
means for our purification.

The different types of water Allah mentions are as follows:
1. The water that is sent in the form of rain

2. The water of the oceans and seas

3. The water of the rivers

4. The water from the ice

5. The water from the springs

6. The water from the wells

7. The Zam Zam water

The above waters are all pure, and therefore we can use
them for our purpose of drinking, washing and purifying

ourselves — by wudhu or ghusil.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Ar-Raaziq, Ar-Razzaaq (The Provider,

The Ever-Provider).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb los

*»

)

Allah has decreed the provision before the creation, every
detail of the provision — the amount, the time, the process,
the place and the means are all decreed by Allah Ar-
Raaziq.

Once we exist, Allah makes sure the provision reaches us
without any error. Our rizq will always follow us, even if we
run, just as death follows us.

No one will die without being provided the rizq decreed for
him. Therefore, we should not stress or worry for our rizq
because it is all in the Hands of Allah, Ar-Razzaaq the One
Who is constantly and excessively providing to all creation,
at all times.

Allah Ar-Razzaaq does not get tired from providing the
universe.

Allah knows what each person needs as provision. The
moment we worry and count our rizq then it will become
restricted. But when we enjoy Allah’s provision without
worries or stress, and be grateful for it, then it will always
flow in abundance.

There are two main kinds of provisions:

1. General provision: This is for all the creation and it is
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already planned and decreed to whom it will reach,
believers, disbelievers, animals, birds and every other
living creature that we are not aware of.

2. Special provision: Allah will provide the believers with a
special provision even if they do not ask for it, as a result
of their devotion. This special provision is provided not
only in this life, but also follows in the grave, and the
hereafter until one reaches paradise. This is unlike

general provision which ends at the time of death.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Ar-Raaziq Ar-

Razzaaq?

« To be siress free about provision as it will always reach you
as decreed.

« To be generous and not miserly; and spend from what you
have because Allah will provide you better than what you
can give.

« To be sincere and not commit shirk. Even if we want a smile,
we should ask Allah alone and not depend upon others to
provide us.

o To be humble and not proud if we get something that others

do not have; and also not to be jealous of others who have.
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« To only invoke Allah for any provision. Do not invoke

anyone besides Allah Ar-Razzaaq, (O Allah provide me)

(@5},! 1) —then you will be provided with all types of rizq.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To be greedy for provisions and not be content with what
Allah has decreed for us.

« To be exiravagant with food and water and waste it.

« To be miserly when it comes to sharing or giving food and
water to others.

« To despair when the provisions are tightened or delayed.

« To find faults with the food and make fun of it.

« To consume the forbidden food without the necessity, thus
following one’s desire.

« To commit shirk by attributing the action of sending rain to
other than Allah.

« To make what Allah has prescribed halal as haram.

« To be ungrateful and complain about the weather,

especially rain, for example when disrupting our plans.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should always be grateful for the blessings of food and
water that Allah bestowed upon us.

« We should believe with certainty that the provisions are
only from Allah, as He is the sole Provider.

« We should not be attached to the means as this may take

us into the fold of minor shirk.
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« We should never deny people from the blessing of water,
as this is something that is given to us free without much

effort.
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239




Teacher’'s Notes

............................................................................................................

oo o
240




© 0 0 0 6 000 00000 00 00 0 00 0 0 000 06 80 00 s s 00 00 s 0 00 00000000000 0000000000000 00000000000000 0000000000000 0N

© © 666 000 0000000000000 0 000 00 000008 s 000008 s 00 00 s 00000000 0000000000000 00000000000000 0000000000000 s

241




Ghunna

3

(axe)
2 counts

-
L4

(e E0 40T S

LEEE) Qalqala
Stretch 4 (alals)
counts

dele dll o @il oo Lo dll gy polall ( gyes o il e oo
S Jiy i€ LS Jiyg @5l 181 :olal colal Ja" :JB elug
Magyds 4] 3 wie clidjie L3 (Lol

The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

v o Then We split

LE& Q’a}m the earth in clefts,

« The word ‘3s’isto make acut or make a long narrow

cut in something, to split, to make a crack, to tear

something apart forcibly.

Ibn Kathir narrates, “Allah mentions, that He causes it (the
water) to seitle in it (the earth), and it enters into its
boundaries, and mingles with the parts of the seeds that are
left in the earth. From this the seeds grow, rise up and appear

on the surface of the earth (in the form of vegetation).”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o This is another action of Allah to show His complete
ownership of our provision.

« We need to know that after rainfall, it is Allah alone who

splits the earth for the plants to come out in order to provide

[N
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sustenance for humans and animals.

« At the end of their life cycle, these fruits, flowers and trees
will dry up and be blown with the wind.

« In the hereafter, the earth will split by the final earthquake,
all the contents (bodies of the human beings, treasures like
gold and other metals) will be brought out. Just as shoots
grow from the seeds, human bodies will grow from the fail

bones.

« The splitting of the earth for vegetation brings happiness
and joy into our lives. But on the Day of Judgement, the
splitting of the sky and the earth will bring sorrow and fear

for those who disbelieved in Allah.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Fattaah (The Opener).

77 Surah Az-Zalzalah: 1,2
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah Al-Fattaah is the One Who opens for His slaves, the
doors of mercy, provision and goodness. He opens for His
believing slaves divine knowledge and truth which
increases their faith.

He opens the means to solve worldly problems.

He opens the earth for us by splitting the earth and allowing
the provisions to come out.

He opens the sky and thus the beneficial rain comes down
upon us.

When He opens anything, no one can close it for us and at
the same time, no one can open for us anything that is

closed except Him.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Fattaah?

« To ask Allah to open any provision which is closed for us.

« To benefit others by opening doors of goodness such as

initiating projects that will benefit people, like building a

well or an orphanage and so forth.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« Torely on our abilities for any opening and disassociate the
actions of Allah completely.

« To be heedless and ignorant, and not take any lessons from
the signs and actions of Allah.

o To despair and lose hope when we see no openings in our
life.

« To plot and plan wrongly, in order to force open the

opportunities.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We need to be humble and submissive at all times, as our
origin is the earth and to it is our final return.

« We need to be grateful to Allah for His actions, as He splits
the earth to give way to samplings and splits the night to
give way to daybreak.

« We need to be mindful of our deeds as He will make the
earth testify to our actions on the Day of Judgement.

« We are recommended to call upon Allah’s action of
splitting (the day and night), in our dua to seek protection
from all evils, as also His assistance in settling our debts and
relief from poverty. This is found in Surah Al-Falaq as well as

the following authentic dua.
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Abu Salih used to command us (in these words): When any one of you
intends to go to sleep, he should lie on the bed on his right side and then
say:" O Allah. the Lord of the Heavens and the Lord of the Earth and Lord
of the Magnificent Throne, our Lord, and the Lord of everything, the
Splitter of the grain of corn and the datestone (or fruit kernel), the
Revealer of Torah and Injil (Bible) and Criterion (the Holy Qur'an), | seek
refuge in You from the evil of everything You seize by the forelock . O
Allah, You are the First, there is nothing before You, and You are the Last
and there is nothing after You, and You are Evident and there is nothing
above You, and You are Innermost and there is nothing below You.
Remove the burden of debt from us and relieve us from want."78

78 Sahih Muslim 2713
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (scwddl)
@L»VL.JL
@ St f.- -

Word Meaning
Liu\ﬁ And We cause therein
s L8 the grain to grow,

lady Lics And grapes and clover plants

(i.e. green fodder for the cattle),

« The word ‘>’ includes wheat, oats, rice, maize. It also
includes small hard seeds for food plants.

« Al-Habb refers to all types of seeds (or grains). Grapes are
well-known. Al-Qadb are the moist (green) herbal plants
that animals graze on. It is also called Al-Qat. Ibn "Abbas,
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi, all said this. Al-Hasan
Al-Basri said, "Al-Qadb is fodder.'

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Here we see yet another action of Allah; after splitting the
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earth, He makes the grains to grow.
« ltis clear that this action of growing the vegetation from the

barren earth is a similitude to resurrection.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is able to give life to the dead, He is Al-

Hayy (The Ever-Living).

[N
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah is Al-Hayy, it is He Who gives life to the dead and it is
He Who gives life to the dead land to cause the (otherwise)
dead seeds to germinate and grow into plants and trees in
order to benefit us.

Allah is Al-Hayy, the Ever-Living Who does not die. He has
the perfect and complete existence. In comparison, ours is
not, as we are not fully aware at all fimes of our existence,
such as during sleep, stupor, daydreaming etc.

There is no one before Him and there is no one after Him.
His life is not limited unlike ours which has a beginning and
an end.

There is no boundary to His life. The life of Allah is not
preceded with nothingness nor is it followed with perishing.
And this is what meant by a perfect life.

Allah is the One Who gives divine knowledge, guidance
and faith, without which there is no meaning to life. Thus

giving life to the dead hearts.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Hayy?

« It leads us to having a meaningful and stress-free life as we

will be always relying on the Ever-Living.
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« It leads us to trust Allah, as He alone can guide the dead
hearts back to life.
« It leads us to attribute all kinds of progress and

developments of this life to Allah alone.
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Benefits of grapes from the Righteous Predecessors:

Ibn al-Qayyim in his great work"The Prophetic
Medicine" said that grapes are mentioned six times in the
Qur'an, as a fruit of this world as well as of paradise. He said
that they are among the most excellent and beneficial of

fruits and can be eaten fresh or dry, green or ripe.

What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To rely and depend on means or people that have an end
rather than Allah Al-Hayy, the Ever-Living.

To deny the apparent blessings of Allah.

To be ungrateful for the favors that He has bestowed upon
us.

To transgress by attributing all the actions of progress and
development to one’s own ability and power.

To be proud and arrogant of one’s own achievements.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should magnify and praise Allah for His actions. All His

actions should increase us in faith.

« We should be grateful for the generosity that He bestows

on us and our livestock without us asking for it.
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« We should increase in generosity towards the poor and
give from the different blessings Allah has bestowed upon
us.

« We should remember that all progress and development is
from the actions of Allah alone, and not due to our ability

or power.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your

rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,

Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

pEST) Gl And olives and date-palms

L Gliss And gardens, dense with many frees

0\

F 3 2\.@5\53 And fruits and Abba (herbage, etc)

« The word ‘Lle’ means everything that is gathered and

collected.

Sheikh As Sa’'di mentions regarding this ayah,

“Allah mentions about the gardens and describes them to be
thick with plentiful trees intertwined. The four types of foods
that are mentioned in specific in this surah are: Grapes,
clover plant, olives and date palm, and this is because of
their benefits and qualities. Then He mentions about the fruits
as general, that people enjoy eating, such as figs, grapes,
peaches, pomegranate and so forth, and also herbage, food

for the animals and cattle.”
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah continues to mention the different types of foods that
He grows out for the benefit of the mankind.

« The two foods mentioned here are olives and date palms.

« Notice that these plants have benefit beyond just the fruit.

They are also used for making other products.

Benefits of olives from Qur'an and Sunnah:

o The olive and its free have been mentioned a number of
times both in the Qur'an and Sunnah. The olive tree is
considered blessed in Islam and besides it being a good
source of nutrition, it is also used as a health food and used
in “rugyah treatment”. Ibn Al-Qayyim has encouraged the
use of olives and olive oil in his book, “The Prophetic
Medicine”.

« Allah mentions a very important parable about His light in

the Qur'an that describes the olive oil:
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« Allah mentions about His light in the form of a parable. The
light of Allah is the faith in the heart of His believing servant.
It is resembling the light of a lantern, that has a lamp, and
is covered with crystal clear glass. The olive oil is used to
light the lamp. The ayah mentions the best grade of olives
that lights this lamp, and this is neither from the west nor the

east.

Benefits of olives from the Sunnah:

7? Surah An Nur: 35
80 Jami~ at-Tirmidhi 1851
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Date palm from the Qur'an and Sunnah:

« Allah mentions a very important parable about the
date palmin the Qur'an, referring to the word of tawheed
<01 ¥ «J1 ¥ (There is no deity deserving to be worshipped
except Allah).

« The good word is being compared to the good tree (date

palm). The roots of this tree are firm, just like how the
1Y 1Y is firm in the heart of the believer. The branches

of this tree reaching the sky, signifying the sincere deeds of
the believer ascending to the heavens. The free is
beneficial all year round, just as the believer who sends
forth goodness throughout the year.

« The date palm tree is called “nakhl,” the fruit is called
“tamr” in Arabic. Dates grow in large clusters which hang
from the top of these palm trees. As they ripen, their skin
turns brown and wrinkles as more and more moisture
leaves the fruit. This is when they are usually harvested by
hand, either by someone climbing up the palm or using a
mechanical lift.

o The date palm is mentioned more than any other fruit-
bearing plant in the Qur’'an.

o Allah mentions how He provided Maryam (may Allah be

[N
263




pleased with her) with fresh dates when she was
experiencing discomfort and pain during the final stages of
her pregnancy.

« Allah mentions a parable of two men, one of whom Allah
bestowed two gardens of grapes, surrounding them were
date palms as protection. This was an honor for him.

« Allah mentions in other places generally along with other
foods, for the mankind as a blessing for them to enjoy and
benefit.

o In the Sunnah, we have its importance from the following
hadith, where the Prophet (£) has asked us to break our

fasts with dates.

81 Jami™ at-Tirmidhi 694
82 |bn Majah 3455
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« After mentioning about specific fruits, Allah then informs us
about the gardens and fruits in general.

« The gardens that we see in this life are a sign of reflection
for the eternal gardens that Allah has prepared for the
believers in the hereafter.

 In this life, we may own the gardens, but it may be a test
for us whether we attribute its growth to ourselves and be
proud about it, or attribute it to Allah and be among the
grateful ones.

« The fruits of this world are a taste of those to be served in

paradise. They will be similar in name but superior in taste.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al-Mannaan (The Bestower).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

« All the above different kinds of foods are blessings and
favors from Allah, and we need to attribute it to Him alone.

o Allah Al-Mannaan gives us from His favors without
expecting anything in return.

« When Allah Al-Mannaan bestows a favor, He ensures its
uninterrupted delight.

« His favors reach man without him expecting them.

o It is Allah Al-Mannaan who guides the believers and
specifically chooses the messengers.

« Allah Al-Mannaan favors the believers by saving them from

the fire and admitting them to paradise.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Mannaan?

« To acknowledge the favors of Allah in our life and attribute
it to Him alone.

« To be humble and grateful for the favors.

o To benefit people without reminding them of our favor.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To unnecessarily hoard food, leading to hardship for others.
To be miserly from what Allah has bestowed upon us.

To have greed and jealousy from those who have been
provided more than us.

To attribute agricultural produce to our abilities out of pride
and arrogance.

To criticize and make fun of foods that may not please us.

To prohibit permissible foods based on our desires.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

We should recognize the special benefits of the mentioned

foods.

We should be amazed by the ability and power of Allah to

produce different plants and fruits from the same soil and

water.

We should generously share the produce we have with the

needy.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

{&ﬁ s To be) a provision and benéefit for you

pg.n\.uggg and your cattle

Ibn Kathir mentions regarding this ayah,
“All of the provision that has been mentioned in the above
ayat, are a means of livelihood for you all and your cattle in

this life until the (coming of) the Day of Judgement.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah made provisions for our well-being, benefit and
enjoyment.

« The word ¢l means everything that we benefit from or
desire ownership. For example, food, household items,
properties and wealth.

o The enjoyments of this world are only temporary and are
little compared to the hereafter.

« There are some ¢l that are considered good. Among
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them is a pious woman; and teaching or gaining

knowledge (reciting from the book of Allah).

o Allahis our sole Provider and our reliance should be on Him

alone. Without His mercy, we would not last very long.

o It needed only an ant to inspire Prophet Suleiman (4Jc

adull) to thank Allah with a dua that has been mentioned

83 Sahih Muslim 715 k
84 Sahih Muslim 803
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in the Qur’'an. This shows that we should not ignore even the

smallest of blessings.

« Also, being grateful to Allah will preserve and increase our

blessings.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Ash-Shaakir Ash-Shakoor (The
Appreciative, The All-Appreciative).

85 Surah An Naml: 18,19

[N
273




BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb los

*»

)

Allah Ash-Shakir As-Shakoor is the One Who appreciates
every little action we do sincerely and truthfully for His
sake.

He gives us different blessings and feelings; it is in order to
appreciate what we have.

We will truly appreciate Him when we use our blessings to
do the best of deeds.

Allah Ash-Shakir Ash-Shakoor will then appreciate our
deeds and give us in return more than our expectations.
Despite our shortcomings, Allah is still appreciative of our
little deeds.

Allah appreciates it when people are appreciative of their
fellow beings.

He appreciates His slave by praising him in front of the
angels and casts the love for this slave in the hearts of the
people.

Allah also appreciates by forgiving us, multiplying our
deeds, accepting all we do, praising and showering us with

blessings.
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What are the impacts of knowing Allah Ash-Shakir Ash-

Shakoor?

« To be grateful by confessing that the blessing is from Allah,
speaking about it and making it apparent on us.

« We should speak good and appreciate everyone around
us, especially our parents, spouses, children and our
dwellings. The more we appreciate and be grateful, the

more Allah will increase it for us.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To attribute the blessings and provision to other than Allah.
To deny Allah to be the source of blessings.

To rely upon the means and give them power to provide
for us.

To be jealous when someone else has been provided more
than us.

To be proud and arrogant when we find ourselves being

blessed more than others.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

We should always appreciate the provision that Allah
grows for us and for our cattle. For sure we will not be able
to bring the crops out of the dead land, if Allah had not
done this action for us.

We should supplicate after every prayer, the following dua,
as we cannot be grateful and thank Allah on our own, we

need Allah’s help to make us grateful in life.
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« We need to be more expressive when we want to show our
love to the people. Allah sets forth an example in this ayah
when He informs us that the provision is exclusively for us.

This makes us feel loved and honored.

8 Sunan Abi Dawud 1522
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (}gzﬂéﬂl)
B e T
@L"lj [

Word Meaning

< 136 | Then, when there comes

ALl As-Saakhkhah (the Day of Resurrection's
second blowing of Trumpet)

« The word ‘asLall’is a noise or scream that is deafening

to the ears. This is in particular to the sound of the second

blow in the tfrumpet.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah,

“It is said when the second blowing of the trumpet for the Day
of Resurrection will commence, it will shock the people by its
outburst, and bring apprehension to the hearts on account of

the horrors people will experience.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« From the beginning of the surah, we find the disbelievers
are being reminded at different intervails, firstly reminding

them with the Qur'an, secondly reminding them of their
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responsibilities in this life and thirdly reminding them of the
provisions they are blessed with. Yet after all of this, if the
disbelievers do not return to Allah, then the last part of the
surah reminds them through the description of the horrors
of the Last Day.

Allah mentions in another surah,

The Day of Resurrection is when everyone will be brought
back to life, be judged and recompensed for their actions.
There will be two blowing of the trumpets on the Day of
Judgement.

The second blast mentioned in the above ayah signals the
“Resurrection” when the souls will be returned to the bodies
and they will be raised out of their graves. This was
something the disbelievers rejected.

So Allah starts the description of this event through a word

signifying the second blowing of the frumpet (&5 LGall).

87 Surah An Naziat: 6,7
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« In the following ayat, He wants to prepare us of a frightening
day with vivid descriptions.

« The idea is to give man a chance to prepare for the horrid
day with good deeds, just as a fire drill aims to prepare a

school to take on a real event with better confidence.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

« When we believe in the Day of Judgement.
« When we know Allah Al-Malik Al-Maalik Al-Maleek (The
King, The Owner, The Omnipotent King).
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BELIEF IN THE LAST DAY (3331 agdls &lasl)

« There are many intellectual proofs and evidences for the

Resurrection from the Qur'an and Sunnah, such as:

1. The One capable of beginning and originating the
creation, is even more capable of returning it.

2. The One capable of giving life to the earth after its death
is also capable of giving life to the bodies after their
death.

3. Allah, The Most Perfect, The Most Just, will establish
justice between His servants on this Day. He is far from
amusement and mockery, and He did not create the

heavens and the earth in jest.

What will happen on the Day of Judgement?

« After the blowing of the second trumpet, everyone will
come out from their graves, spread out like moths and will
travel to the place of assembly.

o They will be gathered, and they will sweat profusely due to
the terror of that day, as mentioned in various Prophetic
narrations. On that Day, they will have no helper except for
Allah.

« They will be naked and uncircumcised, no one will regard
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the other due to the great horror on that Day.

On that Day, we believe in the intercession of the Prophet

(£2) and those who have the right to intercede.

The first type of intercession: This is specific to the Prophet
(£), the Greater Intercession.

The second type of intercession: To allow the believers to
enter through the gates of Jannah.

The third type intercession: The Prophet (¥) will intercede to
raise the levels of the believers in Jannah.

The fourth type of intercession: The intercession of the
Prophet (££) for his uncle Abu Talib. It is the only intercession
ever allowed for a disbeliever in which he will be
tormented the least in the hellfire.

The fifth type of intercession: To remove those with an atom
of faith from the hellfire.

Allah mentions that on that Day the believers will be
shaded.

The scales, real and true, will be set up. The good deeds
are placed on one side while the evil deeds are placed on
the another.

The records will be unfolded and spread out. The good will
take his book with the right hand, and the evil with his left.
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There will be the reckoning or the ‘hisaab’ — where Allah
will judge His creation.

The believers will drink from the Hawdh (pool) of the
Prophet (£), which will never make them thirsty again.
There will be 70,000 believers who will not be reckoned,
and Allah will enter them into paradise without any
account.

The Siraat (Bridge) will be erected on that Day. It will be
over the hellfire. The people will pass over it with different
levels, in accordance to their deeds.

They will then stop to settle any remaining earthly disputes
and debts amongst themselves at Qantara. Once these
have been rectified, they will be permitted to enter

paradise.
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah is Al-Malik Al-Maalik Al-Maleek, the King and the true
Owner of the Day of Resurrection. All the kingship and
praises belong to Him. Every person, every creation and all
that is in this world is owned by Allah.

Allah honors and humiliates, He decrees and judges, He
brings life and causes death and He disposes all affairs.
He is free from any faults, imperfections or shortcomings.
Sometimes an earthly king can have faults such as
deception, desires, favoritism; but the Kingship of Allah is
perfect.

Allah is the One in control and He judges and decides what
He wills which is always perfect. He is in no need of any
feedback or opinion.

He rewards and punishes deeds true to their weight in

complete justice.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Malik Al-Maalik
Al-Maleek?

o To know everything is owned by Allah and we do not own

ourselves or any of our belongings; this makes us a free

person.
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« To fear Allah; He is the King Who will judge and
recompense us for our deeds.

« To invoke, seek refuge and rely on Him.

« To appreciate all that He has entrusted us with from our
eyes, ears, home, family and car. In paradise, everyone

will be a king and free, no one will have control over us.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

To deny the Day of Resurrection, its proofs and reminders.
To be arrogant and proud.

To feel safe from the plan of Allah (i.e. death).

How do we act upon the above ayah?

We should believe in the Day of Judgement and send
forward deeds for that Day.

We should seek forgiveness (Istighfaar) constantly and
return to him with repentance (Tawbah).

We should establish the prayers with all its pillars and
conditions.

We should make sure we recite and ponder the Qur'an. This
will increase our faith.

We should keep good relations with our relatives and
friends and deal with them in the most excellent manner.
We should remember death often, as this will balance our
worldly affairs, and save us from being deceived.

We should gain knowledge about the religion, especially
about Allah and His actions towards us. This is one of the

obligations upon every Muslim man and woman.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

31008 5
OV

Word Meaning
3453 A% That Day shall flee,
e 2}i| a man
=Ly>i from his brother
@ié 4.2,5 And from his mother and his father
dulbg dii>lios | And from his wife and his children

Sheikh As Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “On that Day a
person will flee from the dearest people around him who used
to have utmost compassion towards him. This is because
every person will have enough for themselves to make them

careless of others.”
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Allah describes the reactions of the people on the Day of
Judgement after seeing its horrors.

« The people mentioned here are close family members, the
ones we run to in times of difficulty, but in the hereafter, we
will run away from them. What will make us to flee from
them?

o That is because of the fear of being asked to share our
good deeds or being held accountable for our wrong
actions against them.

« Allah mentions in the Qur'an:

« From the above we know that any relationship that exists
other than for the sake of Allah will turn into enmity on the
Day of Judgement. Therefore, our relations in this life
should be for the sake of Allah alone. This requires a great
deal of tagwa which will in turn enable us to be just and
avoid regret on the Day of Judgement.

« Loving purely for the sake of Allah is a sign of higher levels

88 Surah Az Zukhruf: 67
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of Imaan (faith) and should be the most important
foundation on which a Muslim society is based.

o It is the basis by which ties of friendship and harmony
among people are attained, so that they love one another,
visit one another, are sincere towards one another,
intermarry, enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong,
thus attaining true Islamic fellowship. Through this, people

find true sweetness of faith.

What does it mean to love someone for the sake of Allah?

« Loving someone for the sake of Allah comes in two ways:
In your heart and with your deeds.

o Loving someone for the sake of Allah in your heart because
of their position with Allah, and this starts with loving the

prophets and messengers and everyone who follows them.

89 Sahih al-Bukhari 21
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You should have this love in your heart for other Muslims
too.

« Loving someone with your deeds means that you support
that person in the good deeds they do and you respect

and defend them accordingly.

Some of the virtues of loving for the sake of Allah:

« They will taste the sweetness of faith.

o They will be under the shade on the Day of Judgment.
o The prophets and martyrs will envy them.

« They will have a high rank with Allah.

How to love each other for the sake of Allah?
« To be patient with others and strive for a clean heart.
« To be a person on whom others can rely in times of need.

« To tell others you love them for Allah’s sake.

How do these ayat increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Ar-Rafeeq (The Most Gentle

Companion).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb ¢los

*»

)

 The above ayah shows how all the close companions will
run away from each other as their companionship was not
based on tagwa or for sake of Allah. We need a
companion that can tolerate us, handle us and be patient
with us in this life, and on the Day of Judgement
accompany us through all the different stations. No one
other than Allah Ar-Rafeeq fits this description.

« Allah Ar-Rafeeqis a Companion to all. His companionship
is through His knowledge, hearing and seeing. Yet He is
above the heavens, He rose over the Throne in a manner
that svits His majesty.

« He creates and decrees with gentleness, in a step-by-step
manner. He can make everything at once, yet He created
the heavens and the earth in six days which shows His
gentleness and ability. There is nothing abrupt or harsh from
Him.

« He commands us with ease. The Qur'an was revealed over
a period of time and the commands came gradually. He is
able to force the commands on us, but He does not. When
we make a mistake, we will not be chased for it, but He will

bring the means in a most gentle manner to make us
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realize our mistake.

« Allah Ar-Rafeeq accompanies the believers in an
exclusive way for their belief and trust in Him.

« Allah’s companionship is for the good doers, who are
patient and do not follow their desires.

« His companionship will include protection, love, support
and victory in this life.

« And it continues at the time of our death, in the grave, on
the Day of Judgement and through different stations, until
we reach our final destination where we will enjoy His
companionship of highness and nearness physically in

paradise. We ask Allah of His favor. Ameen.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Ar-Rafeeq?

o To have hope in Allah and not to despair, but to long for His
companionship.

« To be gentle and subtle, not harsh while talking and
dealing with others - to be gentle with our parents, spouses,
children, employees, housekeepers, animals and even to
ourselves. The one with the upper hand needs to be gentler

than the one below.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To have hopes and expectations from our family members
or close friends that they may support us at times of
difficulties.

« To be deceived in this life and choose the wrong
companions who follow their desires.

« To transgress in giving rights to the people close to us.

« To be proud and haughty about having many children

thinking they are a source of strength for us.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should thank Allah for guiding us towards the reality of
the Day of Judgement. We should prepare for it with good
deed:s.

« We should make friendships based upon taqwa, that take
us closer to Allah.

« We should give the rights of the people especially the ones
close to us, so that we are not amongst those who run away
from them on the Day of Judgement.

« We should support each other in goodness and not in sins

and evil.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)
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Word Meaning
ol I For every man

Jia 33 o among them that Day

0
v e -,

A Oyl (will be) a matter occupying him

Fald «»

Shiekh As Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “Every person
will be busy with their own affairs, worried about saving their
ownh selves. One will not be concerned with anyone else. This
is when the creation will divide into two groups - the happy

ones and the miserable ones.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« Why do people ignore others in life? Either they are too
busy with their chores and they have no time to spare for
others, or they have wronged them somewhere in the past
and therefore they are scared to face them.

« Itis narrated in a hadith regarding the above ayah.
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« From this hadith, we see the seriousness of the matter on
the Day of Judgement. There are several events that will
occur on that Day. People will be gathered awaiting their
fates. The sun will come near, and some will sweat to their
ankles, some to their bellies, and some will be drowning in
their sweat as a result of their sins. Each person will be
concerned about his own self, not his spouse or children,
brother, sister or parents.

o But there will also be some who will be shaded under the

Throne of Allah, when there will be no shade but His.

%0 Sahih Muslim 2859
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« Allah has promised intercession only for those who say "Laa
ilahaill-Allah" (there is no one worthy of worship but Allah).
And for this intercession too, the people will run to the
prophets and messengers to start the Day of Judgement.

« All of them will not accept the request of the people out of
fear of Allah’s anger, and they will be worried for their own
selves. Except the Prophet (), who will go forward and fall
into prostration beneath the throne of Allah. Allah will open
for him supplications and praises that no one else has been
guided to before him. He will then be asked to raise his
head to intercede on behalf of his people.

o The Day of Judgement will commence.

o Allah mentions in another ayah,

91 Sahih al-Bukhari 6806
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 Itis said that no one will ask about the welfare of the person
in front of him. Rather they will be worried about their own
fate.

o The criminal would desire to ransom himself from the
punishment of that day by his children, his wife, his brother
and his kindred who sheltered him, and all that is on the
earth, just to save himself. No ransom will be accepted

from him, even if he were to try with his favorite child.

92 Surah Lugman:33
93Surah Fatir:18
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How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is As-Salam (The Bestower of peace).

?4Surah Al Ma’arij: 11-14
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb ¢los

*»

)

Salam linguistically means peace, being free, safe and
sound. It is also a word used to greet people.

Allah is As-Salaam and only He can give us peace and
security on the Day of Judgement.

Allah Himself is As-Salaam and He is the source of peace.
Allah is salaam (free) from any faults or imperfections.

His life is salaam (sound) with no death.

His knowledge is salaam (sound) from forgetting.

His dominion is salaam (sound) from anyone interfering or
helping Him.

His divinity is salaam (sound) because there is no god but
Him.

Allah is the bestower, giver and distributer of peace. He
makes things peaceful and He converts difficult situations
to be peaceful.

Allah grants peace upon all the messengers and prophets
who were the best of people.

The one who relies on Allah will be granted peace in this
life and the hereafter. He will provide peace even during
situations where people are likely to be harmed.

Allah will grant salam to the believers by assigning angels
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to greet them with glad tidings of peace at the time of
death, then at resurrection and also when entering

paradise.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah As-Salam?

o To surrender and submit to Allah to As-Salam.

To strive for a heart free (salam) from hatred, jealousy,

envy, pride and arrogance.

o To spread salam among the people we know and do not
know.

« To ask Allah to bring us all peace, in this life and in the
hereafter.

« To avoid any transgression against anyone as it will devoid
us from Allah’s peace.

« To send salam upon the Prophet (¥), whenever his name is

being mentioned.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?

« To prioritize our worldly relationships over that with Allah.

« To be deceived by the glamor of this life, especially the
increasing of wealth and children, and failing to send forth

good deeds required for our salvation.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should ask Allah to grant us peace and freedom from

all evils and difficulties in both worlds.

« We must busy ourselves with good deeds, as we will have

no one to ransom us out on the Day of Judgement.

%5 Riyadh As Saliheen, Muslim, Book 16, Hadith 1415)
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« We should believe, fear and have taqwa in this life, to be
free from fear and grief on the Day of Judgement.

« We should hope and rely on Allah alone in this life. He is
sufficient for us to remove our difficulties. Hoping and
relying in someone other than Allah is foolishness and a

great deceit.
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)

Word Meaning

Aisgs 6929 | Facesthat Day

8 it will be bright
FLCY BN Laughing,
%M rejoicing at good news (of Paradise).

« The word ‘3,i.." means to be brightened, enlightened.
o The word ‘i,éuius’ means to be full of delight because of

some good news that has come to you.

Sheikh As-Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “The successful
ones that day, their happiness will be shown on their faces -
brightening, radiating with joy, knowing that they have

acquired safety and won the bounties of paradise.”
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Tadabbur (sss1)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The end of the surah deals with the feelings of the people
on the Day of Judgement and how they will be recognized
by their faces.

o The people on the Day of Judgement will be categorized
into two main groups, the believers and the disbelievers.
Allah mentions in the Qur'an about the faces of the

believers:

How do these ayahs increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is An-Noor (The Light).

% Surah ale ‘Imran: 106
97 Surah Al Qiyamah: 22
%8 Surah al Ghashiyah: 8
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Who can give us light and brighten our faces on the Day of
Judgemeni? Allah An-Noor, His Name is light, His
description is light and any light we see around us is from
His light. Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth.
The Light of Allah is real, His Face is full of light and He has
covered His Face with a veil of light. The Light of the Face
of Allah will penetrate through His Veil. If He were to remove
His Veil, the light would burn whatever it reaches as the
creation is not able to bear the beauty of this light.

Only the believers in paradise can see this light and the
noble Face of Allah.

Another greater light is the intangible light of faith, the light
of Islam, the light of the Qur'an, the light of certainty, the
light of prayer, the light of worship and the light of all
beautiful manners.

This is the light which is cast in the hearts of the messengers
and believers. He will give them the light of knowing Him,
the light of loving Him and the light of guidance. This is a
special light not given to all. May Allah grant us from His

light. Ameen.
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« Believing in Allah and all that He has told us to believe will
fill our heart with the light of attaching to Him and no one
else. Surely we will live a beautiful life - light upon light.
When the heart is filled with this light then it will penetrate
to the skin and face. The face will glow and the limbs will
submit.

o The light in the heart will guide us to deal with people with
balance. This will in turn inspire all those around him.

« The truthful ones who have faith, tagwa and follow Allah
and His messenger, will be given light till they reach their

destination.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah An-Noor?

o To repent and ask for forgiveness from Allah because sins
put off our light.

« To perform wudhu, prayer, follow the Prophet (¥8) and to
avoid innovating in the religion.

« To strive and work for light in our heart that will safeguard

and protect us from the devil, sins, evils, shirk and disbelief.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayahs?

e To be disobedient to Allah and to commit sins. Sins are a
maijor reason for the disappearance of the glow from one'’s
face, making it look dull and gloomy.

« To be proud and arrogant; real brightness is with faith and
taqwa.

« To make fun of people’s faces, especially the beard of the

believing men and hijab of the believing women.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should ask Allah to brighten our faces, as He is the Only

One Who can guide us to do the required deeds.

?9 Sahih Muslim 181
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« We should increase in doing deeds such as performing
wudhu, prayers, being humble and submissive and so
forth.

« We should supplicate to Allah to make us see His Noble

Face in paradise.

« We should be a source of brightening people’s faces in this life,
by pardoning them, settling their debts and giving good

advice in times of difficulties.

100 Part of a long Du’a in Sahih An Naasai’'1/281, Graded: Saheeh Al Albani
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Quran Recitation (3¢5JI)
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your

rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.™
(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,

Hadith 1001)

[N
323




Tafsir (suwdzl)
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Word Meaning

Mia g 59299 And other faces, that Day

e Lale will be dust-stained;
A8 A8 L aays Darkness will cover them,

« The miserable ones will be enveloped by darkness. Their
faces will be dark, gloomy, despairing of receiving any

type of good, certain of earning misery and demise.

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

« The second category of people described here are the
ones whom the reminders came, the signs of Allah were
shown to them, the path was defined to them, yet they
chose misguidance.

o Allah mentions in another ayah:
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« Fromthe above ayahs, we know the disbelievers will regret
on the Day of Judgment, and the fear and the grief will be
clearly visible.

 This life is a place to fear Allah and the Day of Judgement,
but if one denies, disbelieves and continues to be stubborn
then they are the ones who chose the above situation on

the Day of Judgement. Allah mentions in a hadith:

101 Syrah Aal Imran: 106

102Syrah Al Mulk: 28

103 Surah Al Ghashiyah: 3

104 As Silsalah As Saheeha 742, Authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih

325




What will cause their faces to look dark and gloomy on

the Day of Judgement?

o Their misery starts at the time of death. Their souls will not
want to leave the body, but the angels will pull them out
with force. Then the punishment of the grave will follow. The
humiliation will continue until the Day of Judgment when
they will be raised blind and their faces gloomy, dull, filled
with fear and regret. They will be driven to the place of
accounting by angels like a herd of animails.

« Allah will then sharpen their eyesight on this day to make
them witness with regret the unseen that they used to deny

in this life.

105 Surah Qaf: 19-22
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o The disbelievers will realize immediately that they face
eternal doom when their book of records is handed over to

them in a humiliating manner.

« Will the disbelievers be judged? Describing a disbeliever’s
judgement, Ibn Taymiyyah, said: “As for a disbeliever, they
will not be judged in the same manner as someone who
has his good and bad deeds weighed. This is because
those who disbelieve in Allah have no good deeds at all.
Still, their deeds will be counted, and they will be held
responsible for them; they will be made to confess them

and will be humiliated.”

106 Surah Al Inshiqaaq: 10-15
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« Itis mentioned in the part of a longer hadith how Allah will
judge privately with believers but announce the evil of the

disbelievers to all creation.

« All these situations will add to the misery and regret of the
disbeliever and will be apparent on his face in the form of
darkness and dust.

o But the supreme humiliation is being banished from seeing

the face of Allah forever.

107 Sahih Muslim 2768
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How do these ayahs increase us in faith?
When we know Allah is Al-Mubeen (The Most Clear).

108 Surah Al Mutaffifin: 15
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aJb ¢los

*»

)

Allah is The Most Clear and Manifest, no one can be more
clear than Him.

He is the Most Clear about His existence, names and
attributes.

He identifies things and labels them.

He clarifies His judgement, rules and legislation to the
people.

He clarifies all the evidence and proofs to the people to
show that He is the One and Only One, and none is perfect
but Him. This is clarified through:

o Ayat of the Qur'an

o Decrees

Allah clarifies His perfectness through the decrees. When
we are unable to explain some life experiences, patience
will reveal Allah’s wisdom behind the decree. This will then
increase our certainty in Allah and how He makes things
clear.

He clarifies to all creation the purpose behind their
existence. However, a mind crowded with desires and

distractions cannot comprehend this.

[N
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o Allah will clarify the reality of everyone on the Day of

Judgement.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Mubeen?

o To ask Allah Al-Mubeen to clarify anything unclear in our
life.

« To have clear intentions and feelings towards Allah.

« To clarify things with different colors, fonts, languages and
so forth to make more ease.

o To clarify things to the people and not to keep them
guessing.

« To be clear with people and not be double faced, like the
hypocrites.

o To accept the clarity when it comes to us without denial

and stubbornness.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayahs?

« To follow one’s desires in this life, by being mean, wicked
and stubborn.

o To deny the Day of Resurrection.

« To be involved in sins and immorality.

« To take the ayahs of Allah as a joke and belittle them.

« To betray the trust of Allah and the people.

All the above are some of the deeds that can cover the

disbelievers with dust and darkness.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should recognize the apparent truth (Islam) that comes
to us in this life, accept and submit to it.

« We should be grateful to Allah for making the
consequences of disbelief apparent to us through His ayat.

« We should think good of Allah when we hear about His
punishments for those who disbelieve; surely Allah has
been forbearing with them throughout their lifespan.

« We should take lessons from events where people are
punished or humiliated (for example court of law) as a
reminder for us to seek refuge from the humiliation of Day

of Judgement.

[N
332




« We should do deeds that will brighten our faces, and not
be involved in deeds that may involve taking the rights of
people and Muslims (especially their blood, property and
honor).

« We should honor our face by prostrating and being humble

to Allah rather than being proud, arrogant and haughty.
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The Prophet (£) said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an
will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your
rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”™

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,
Hadith 1001)
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Tafsir (saeuéll)
3 /f"-"a"f-"" ; A %
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Word Meaning
o2 S| They are those

g).eu.l 15,4531 |  the Kafarah (disbelievers in Allah, in
His Oneness, and in His Messenger

Muhammad (Peace be upon him),

the Fajarah (wicked evil doers).

Sheikh As Sa’di mentions regarding this ayah, “They are those
who denied the bounty of Allah, rejected the ayat of Allah,

and dared to commit His prohibitions.”

Tadabbur (sss30)

So what do we learn from the ayah?

o In the beginning we came across two people - one who
saw himself as self-sufficient, while the other who feared
Allah. Allah turns the tables at the end of the surah. The one
with tagwa will have his face brightened on the Last Day,

while the arrogant and heedless will end with a face full of
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stress and humiliation. The dunya is a prison for the believer
and a paradise for the disbeliever.

What are the main causes of all this humiliation and stress
on the Day of Judgement?

1. Kufr

2. Fujoor

Kufr: Kufr in the Arabic language means covering and

concealing something.

Sheikh ul Islam defined Kufr as, “It is not believing in Allah
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him), whether that is accompanied by denial or it is not
accompanied by denial but rather doubt, or turning away
from faith out of jealousy or arrogance, or because one is
following whims and desires that prevent one from

following the message.”

So kufr is the attribute of the one who rejects something that
Allah has commanded to believe in, after news of that has
reached him, whether he rejects it in his heart without
uttering it, or he speaks those words of rejection without
believing it in his heart, or he does both.

Fujoor: This is an inclusive term used for every evil, i.e.

tendency to corruption and rushing forth to sin.
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Allah has dispraised this character in the Qur'an and

Sunnah.

From the Qur’an:

From the Sunnah:

109 Surah Saad: 28
110 Surah Al Mutdaffifin:7
M Sahih Al Bukhari, 6094

339




Impacts of Fujoor:

1. It is one of the ways that leads to the hellfire.

2. It is one of the signs of making oneself low, and a means of
degrading one’s moral and character.

3. The ones with this character are among the hated ones in
the society; it develops anger and having bad feelings for
each other.

4. The effects of such a trait is not limited to the person itself,

but it spreads beyond the person to his community.

How does this ayah increase us in faith?

When we know Allah is Al-Hakam (The Judge).
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BELIEF IN ALLAH (aUU &les?)

Allah encompasses everything by His knowledge and
awareness, so there is no injustice in His judgement.

He decides all matters in life and there is no decree,
legislation or recompense that is not in its right place.
Allah will recompense people based on what they did.
No one has the authority to judge except Allah either in this
life or on the Day of Judgement.

No one can place a better recompense for every act
except Allah.

He knows what the best recompense is for the one who
commits shirk, kufr, backbites, steals, kills and so forth.
And for anyone who does good, Allah rewards him 10

tfimes to 700 times to no account.

What are the impacts of knowing Allah Al-Hakam?

To attribute all wisdom and justice to Allah; no one can
judge better than Him.

To return the rights to the people.

To invoke Allah to decide between matters.

To obey those that are in authority because Allah has
placed them in that position.

To ask Allah to grant us judgement.
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What are some of the challenges from the above ayah?
o The challenges are clear in this ayah - Kufr and fujoor are

the main issues that need to be tackled.

How do we act upon the above ayah?

« We should not judge people based upon their actions.
Rather, we must leave it to Allah alone; only He can judge
people due to His perfect and detailed knowledge.

« We should not give titles to people in life, or call them “O
Kafir” or “O Faijir”. Only Allah has the complete might and
ability to name or call people with titles. We follow desires
but Allah with His Perfect Wisdom, will give credit to the
ones who deserve it and give blameworthy titles to the
ones who deserve it. He is free from following any desires.

« We should not hate anyone who is involved in kufr or fujoor,
as they are individuals like us, and Allah’s guidance may
change them in the future. We hate the sins of the people
and not the people themselves. This will make us to be
good and kind towards them, which can be a means for
their guidance.

« We should seek protection from any kind of kufr.
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« We should avoid any situations in life that may be a means
for us to lie. For sure one lie will lead to another and so forth.
« We should adorn ourselves with faith and ask Allah to
beautify the faith in our hearts. Faith is the remedy to lift us

from kufr.

« We should ask Allah to guide us to the best of manners in

life, and that would take us far from fujoor.

112 Sunan An Nasa'i 1347
113 Part of a Long Du’a... (Sunan an Nasa'i 1305)
114 Part of Longer Du’a... (Sunan an-Nasa'i 897, Graded: Sahih)
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The Prophet () said, "The one who was devoted to the Qur'an

will be told on the Day of Resurrection: 'Recite and ascend (in
ranks) as you used to recite when you were in the world. Your

rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.

(Riyadh As Saliheen, Abu Dawud and At- Tirmidhi, Book 9,

Hadith 1001)
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