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NTRODUCTION

Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his commentary of the
following verse:

(o 2T AN AN A

“Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)! To Him belong the

”1

Best Names.

e .4/

sfuw

has the rlght to be exalted out of love, humility, fear, and hope, except Him.

~ ’}ii ’1/ > /‘ !l\}/!
: I (@) Hlm bClongb mﬂny pCl fCCt Zlnd BCﬁutlful NﬂmCS Z{nd

tl’le th’d[ dCHOtC pI"AiSC in CVETy mannecer. Furthcrmorc, El’le are not mcrcly names to

: None has the right to be worshipped except Allah and none

identify Him, but are also His perfect Actributes. To Him bclongs the most
complete, prevailing and lofty meaning of every Actribute. Allah commanded us to
invoke Him by them, for they are a way by which we draw closer to Him. He loves

' Surah Ta-Ha [20:8]

INTRODUCTION PAGE 1



those who love them, who learn them and those who search for their meanings and
worship Him according to them.” He says:

i gl AT 45

“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them.™

The Names of Allah are the peak of beauty and goodness. Knowing the Names of
Allah fills one’s heart with love for Him. Learning about the pcrfection of Allah
makes one’s heart attach to Him Alone, and the more names one knows and can
recognize Him by them, the greater the atcachment will be.

We should only call Allah by the Names He has mentioned in the Qur'an and
Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]. It is
strictly forbidden to invent names for Allah.

O 06 s e ) oo ) I - e ) (o) 35000 (o 2
"iad) 035 bladl G 1aal5 ) Do Ll Gty 25l

Abu Hurairah (may Allah be p]cascd with him) narrated that Allah’s Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon hlm) said: “Allah has ninety-nine names, i.c.
one-hundred minus one, whoever il (Ahsaaha) will go to Paradise.™

NO. 01 To know the Names i.e. memorize them
(Lekis sl doxe 5 bl cliaal)
NO. 02 To understand their meanings and significahcc (LY shae 5 Leailan agd)
NO. 03 To make Dua’a (supplication) to Allah by His Names. This includes:
e Dua’a of worship (s3ba) ¢lea) Al-Ebaadah
* Dua’a of request (Alsall £led) Al-Masaalah

2 Tafseer Shaikh As-Sa'di
3 Surah A]—A'raf<[7:180]
4 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 2736
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Supplicating by the Names of Allah does not mean repeating them one after the
other, as this is not what the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
did. However, we should live under the shade of each Name of Allah. Jusc as Allah is
the Most Merciful, we should strive to show mercy to others and just as Allah is the
All-Pardoning, we should strive to pardon others.

The more we know the Names of Allah, the more extrordinary our dua'a
(supplication) will be. Therefore, when we are sick, we will ask Allah, Ash-Shaafee
(The Curer) to cure us, Ar-Rahman (The Most Merciful) to have mercy on us, Al-
Fattaah (The Opener) to open any matter for us.

This is to worship Allah by His Names, for example, when we know Allah is
Al-Aleem, Al-Khabeer (The All-Knowing, the All-Aware), we should guard
our tongue and limbs from anything that displeases Him. Similarly, when we
know Allah is Al-Kareem, Al-Jawaad (The Most Generous, the All-Giving),
we should emulate the qualities of generosity and giving.

This is to make Tawassul (to seck nearness) by the Names of Allah which are
suitable to our request. For example, we say: “O Rahman (Most Merciful),
have mercy on me, or O Ghaniy (Most Rich), enrich me.” We can also ask
Allah by His Names which entail many meanings, such as As-Samad (the
Great Master), Al-Wahhaab (the Bestower), Ar-Rabb (the Lord). Or we can
ask Allah by His greatest Names, which are said to be Allah and Al-Hayy (the
Ever-Living) Al-Qayyoom (the Sustainer of all). We can ask Allah by His
Names for both our religious and worldly affairs.
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CHAPTER

O 1

ALLAH (&)

THIS IS A GREAT NAME from the Beautiful Names of
Allah and it is the Name which has been most mentioned in the Qur'an; it is
mentioned over two thousand, two hundred times. No other name has been
mentioned more and thirty—thrcc verses in the Qur'an bcgin with it.

Many scholars have said that this is the greatest Name of Allah,
and if you invoke Allah by it then you will be responded to and if
you ask Him by it you will be granted.

There are many distinctions and merits related to this Name of Allah. Among them
is that it is the origin of all of Allah's Beautiful Names and all other Names are
included in it, as Allah says in Surah Al-A'raf:

’

s A A s “ v -
O}GJ\QGM:‘;'\ ¢L§“ /4.“/_,
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“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on Him by them.™

It is also inclusive of all the meanings of Allah's most Beautiful Names. It includes
Attributes of divinity such as majesty, perfection and greatness and it is the Name
which all other Names of Allah go back to and all their meanings revolve around.®

The best and most concise cxplanation of this Name is narraced by Ibn 'Abbas (may
Allah be pleased with them). He said?

Cpmand 488 e 40 guall g3 (Y 53 A

Allah is the Owner of divinity and worship over all His creation.

The One Who has all the qualities of majesty, perfection and greatness is the
only One worthy of bcing attached to, worshippcd and bcing singlcd out with
humility, submission, and humbleness.

5 Surah Al-A'raf [7:180]
¢ Surah Al-A'raf [7:180]
7 Narrated by Ibn Jarir in his Tafseer, 1/121
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CHAPTER

02
AR-RABB (u)j\) The Lord, The Nurturer

THIS GREAT NAME of Allah has been mentioned over five
hundred times in the Qur'an in many verses and in various contexts. Allah says in

Surah Al-Fatihah:

: }’ >0

L -~ o ” 7
@ W\‘}_u & A

-

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn, and all that
exists).”

In Surah Al-An’am, Allah says:

8 Surah Al-Facihah [1:2]
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“Say: ‘Verily, my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my living, and my dying are for Allah, the
Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn, and all that exists).”

Ar-Rabb is the Owner of Lordship over all His creation by creating them, owning
them and managing their affairs. This is one of the Names of Allah which comprises

many meanings.

The scholar Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The Rabb is the
One Who is All-Able, The Creator, The Maker, The Fashioner of Forms, The Ever-
Living, The Sustainer of All, The All-Knowing, The All-Hearer, The All-Seer, The
Good-Doer, The Bestower, The Ever-Generous, The Giver and Withholder, The
chc”cr of Harm and The Granter of Benefit, The One Who Brings Forward and
The Delayer. He leads astray whom He wills, He guides whom He wills, He makes
happy whomever He wills, He makes miserable whomever He wills, He Honors
whomever He wills, He humiliates whomever He wills and so forth are the meanings

of Ruboobiyah (Lordship) which suit His Majesty.”

NO. 01 General Nurturing:

This includes all the creation: those who do good and those who do
evil, the believer and disbeliever, the happy and wretched, the guided
and misguided. This is His nurturing for all of them by creating them,
providing for them, managing their affairs, giving to them and
withholding from them, clevating them and humiliating them, giving
them life and causing death, removing distress, relieving the desperate
and responding to those in need.

NO. 02 Spccial Nurturing:
This is for His believing slaves whom He nurtures by granting them

success to believe in Him and worship Him. He nourishes them with
knowledge of Him and their turning to Him. He takes them out of

9 Surah Al-An'am [6:162]
10 (212/2) 358l a3l — Badie'e Al Fawaid
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darkness into the light, makes the way casy for them and averts the way
of difficulty from them. He makes every type of goodness easy for them
and protects them from all types of evil.

It is mentioned in the Qur'an that many of the supplications made by Allah's chosen
slaves implore Him by the Name Ar-Rabb (the Lord). This is because they seck the
special nurturing of Allah.

Whoever is pleased with having Allah as his Rabb (Nurturer and Reformer), pleased
with all that He has commanded and all He has decreed, has tasted true faich.

U5 aluss ale ) e ) Jshiy a4 eclladll i o il e
Ysh) 22k G oILYL5 B Al i) (a ey aada 1"

[t is narrated on the authority of 'Abbas ibn 'Abdul-Mucttalib (may Allah be p]cascd
with him), that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) say: “He has found the taste of faith (Iman) who is content with Allah as
his Lord, with Islam as his religion (code of life) and with Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) as his Prophet.

»1

" Sahih Muslim no. 34
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CHAPTER

03

AR-RAHMAN, AR-RAHEEM

The Most Merciful, The Espcciaﬂy Merciful

THESE TWO M F\] ESTIC NAMES are prominently
mentioned throughout the Qur'an. Allah opened the ‘Mother of the Book’ (Surah Al-
Fatihah) with these two Names. He made them a title to what He sent down of
guidance [a )l el &) aws (In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The
Especially Merciful)]. The Prophet Sulayman (peace be upon him) began his letter to
Bilgis, the Queen of Sheba (Saba’) with these two Names and when [ibreel [Gabriel
(peace be upon him)] would come to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) he would open each Surah with these Names:

?&AJX\Q‘A)S“M(‘“—.’

In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Especially Merciful
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Both these Names indicate that mercy is an Actribute which is affirmed to Allah.
Ar-Rahman is the One Who has the Actribute of mercy and Ar-Raheem is the One
Who is merciful to His slaves. Ar-Rahman is the One Whose mercy reaches all
creation including the disbelievers. It is mercy related to things such as the body,
food, drink, clothes and shelter. Ar-Raheem is the One Whose mercy reaches His
bc]icving slaves; therefore, this is a spccia] mercy related to faich, rc]igion, and the
Hereafter. This mercy is manifested by guiding the slave to obedience, making the
way of goodncss casy for him, kccping him firm on faith and guidancc upon the
Straight Path; thus, causing him to be Honored by entering him into Paradise and
saving him from the Hell-Fire.

Baal3 Aad ) L U581 45 Bl an ()" (6 s ale il Lm0 0
Calasl Ly (O saa) 5 Wy s & sabala Wb 2l sedl 5 ailedl) 5 Y15 Gl (0

" A 53 e e n 3 Ak 5 ey a2 0 5315 Bl le cp sl
Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: There are one hundred (parts of)
mercy for Allah and He has sent down out of these, one part of mercy upon the Jinn
and human beings and the animals and insects. And it is because of this (one part)
that they love one another, show kindness to one another; even the beast treats its
young one with affection. And Allah has reserved ninety-nine parts of mercy with
which He will treat His servants on the Day of Resurrection.”

The mercy of Allah precedes His anger and it can be found in all
His commands and lcgislations which were set for the slaves’
happiness and success in this life and the next.

Allah is more merciful to His slaves than they are to one another, even in the case of
a mother to her child.

alos ade Al Lo ol e sl aie Bl oy - el 5 e e
Gl 8 Gaa 085 1Y) (AL g A A ) Ge BT0a) 106 (i

G300 " alus adle A la fAN G O dlaia s Lak, Aacalla 4308

** Sahih Muslim no. 2752

CHAPTER 03 PAGE 10



C IS RPN R I R S I S A B AT P EQE AN
"Bl 03 (e oaling 53]

‘Umar ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that some
prisoners were brought to Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him), amongst whom there was also a woman who was searching (for someone) and
when she found a child amongst the prisoners, she took hold of i, prcsscd it against
her chest and provided it suck. Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: “Do you think this woman would ever afford to throw her
child in the Fire?” We said: “By Allah, so far as it lies in her power, she would never
throw the child in the Fire.” Thereupon Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: "Allah is more kind to His servants than this woman is to

her child.™

These two Names are indicative of Allah's perfect and vast mercy, which is one of
His Atcributes. All that is in the upper and lower worlds from the attainment of
benefits, loved matters and good are from the impacts of His mercy. And all that is
diverted from them of disliked matters, calamities, fears, dangers, and harms are
from the impacts of His mercy. Therefore, none can bring goodness except Him and
none can repel evil except Him, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show
mercy.

 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 5999
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CHAPTER

04

AL-HAYY, AL-QAYYOOM
(a5l ).

The Ever-Living, The Sustainer of All

I H E S E 'I‘ \XY (3 \] 1« NI IZ 5 are mentioned simultaneously in three

laces in the Qur'an:
p

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says:

t
}4/’14/’;/} T oS s o

A PSSRt

- -

“Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever-Living, the
One Who sustains and protects all that exists.™*

** Surah Al-Bagarah [2:255]
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NO. 02 In Surah Aal-Tmran, Allah says:

:}/’,/) /,_,/,,,

ryn] el }A'}(\AJ\Y

“Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever-Living, the

”15

One Who sustains and protects all that exists.

NO. 03 In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah says:

e g A e

“And (all) faces shall be humbled before (Allah), the Ever-Living, the One Who sustains and

protects all that exists.™

The Name “Al-Hayy” consists of Allah being attributed with a perfect life which is
neither preceded with non-existence nor followed by extinction. Nor is it touched
with any deficiency or fault, exalted be our Lord and glorified is He from that. His
Name “Al-Qayyoom” implies the affirmation of Qayoomiyah (Sustaining) as an
Attribute of His, which entails that He is Self-Sustaining, The Sustainer of all His
creation.

The two Names “Al-Hayy” and “Al-Qayyoom” include all the
meanings of Allah’s most Beautiful Names and Attributes. The
Attributes of Allah related to His Noble Self such as hcaring,
seeing, His Hands, knowledge, and the like, all go back to the
Name “Al-Hayy.” Whereas all the Actributes related to His
Actions, such as creating, providing, sustaining, granting
blessings, causing life and death, all go back to His Name “Al-
Qayyoom.” For this reason, some scholars have said that these two
Names combined are Allah's greatest Names, and if a person
invokes Allah by them, he will be responded to and if he asks by
them, he will be given.

5 Surah Aal-Tmran [3:2]
' Surah Ta-Ha [20:111]
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CHAPTER

05

AL-KHAALIQ, AL-KHALLAQ
(oAl Sl

The Creator, The Supreme Creator

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-KHAALIQ is
mentioned in many places throughout the Qur'an. Among them is the statement of
Allah in Surah Al-Hashr:

{ e .21 >,
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“He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong
the Best Names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise.™

It is also mentioned in the hyperbolic or exaggerated form (Al Lpa) (AL
Khallaag) in two places in the Qur'an:

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hijr, Allah says:

l} - J/}

@“(u\;,&i\)b\_,tw\

“Verily, your Lord is the All-Knowing Creator.™®

NO. 02 In Surah Ya-Seen, Allah says:

“Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth able to create the like of them? Yes, indeed!
He is the All-Knowing Supreme Creator.™

NO. 01 To bring somcthing into existence and initiate it without any previous
example

Allah says in Surah Ya-Seen:

7 Surah Al-Hashr [59:24]
8 Surah Al- Hijr [15 86]
9 Surah Ya—&een [36:81]
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“Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our Hands have created, the cattle,

20

so that they are their owners.

NO. 02 Tagdeer (To Predetermine)
Allah says in Surah Al-Muminoon:
// / :t//’l /’/// , //, // ,o /:/./ C}
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“Then We made the Nutfah into a cloc (a piece of thick coagulared blood), then We made the

clot into a lictle lump of flesh, then We made out of that lictle lump of flesh, bones, then We

clothed the bones with flesh, and then We brought it forth as another creation. So blessed be
Allah, the Best of creators.”™

In Surah Fatir, Allah says:

** Surah Ya-Seen [36:71]
* Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:14]
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“O mankind! Remember the Grace of Allah upon you! Is there any creator other than Allah
who provides for you from the sky (rain) and the earth? La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the
righr to be worshipped but He). How then are you turning away (from Him)7*

In Surah Lugman, Allah says:

~C /./wi //{/ .}/.(‘,l}’/ s
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“This is the creation of Allah. So show Me that which those (whom you worship) besides Him
have created. Nay, the Dhalimun (polytheists, wrong-doers and those who do not believe in
the Oneness of Allah) are in plain error.””

The creation of all these creatures is not in vain or for play. Far above that is our
Lord and glorified is He from that. On the contrary, He created them to worship
Him and single Him out in worship. In Surah Al-Mu'minoon, Allah says:

/ ///}/’////’o
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“Did you think that We had created you in play (without any purpose), and that you would
not be brought back to Us?7™

** Surah Fatir [35:3]
3 Surah Lugman [31:11]
*t Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:115]
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CHAPTER

06

AL-KHAALIQ, AL-BAARI", AL-
MUSAWWIR

(Ul 5l GBI

The Creator, The Maker, The Fashioner of Forms

A L L A H H A 5 (: () M B I N E [) these three Names in His saying
in Surah Al-Hashr:
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“He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower of forms. To Him belong
the Best Names. All that is in the heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise.”

This means He is singlcd out with creating all the creation, bringing all creatures
into existence in accordance to His wisdom and fashioning them with perfection.
He created, originatcd and fashioned them at the time which was suitable. He
estimated cheir creation with the best of estimation and He formed them in the
most perfect form. He guided them to what benefits them and gave every one of His
creacures that which is suitable for him. Then He guidcd every creature to that for
which it was created.

A]—Khaa]iq is the One Who decrees matters in accordance to His wisdom, and Al-
Baari’ is the One Who brings it into existence from nothingness, and Al-Musawwir
is the One Who fashions the creation as He wills. Therefore, Al-Baari’ and Al-
Musawwir, as Ibn Al—Qayyim mentioned, contain the details of the meaning of the
Name Al-Khaaliq.** For when Allah wishes to create something, He pre-determines
it by His knowledge and wisdom, then brings it into existence in accordance to the
form He willed and wanted.

» Surah Al-Hashr [59:24]
*(366/1) (Shifa al-Alil) Jalall £\al
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AL-MALIK, AL-MALEEK
(Ll GlLd):

The King, The Omnipotent King

THE NAME AL-MALIK is found in five places in the Qur'an.
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver ofsecwity, the Watcher over His
creatures, the All- Mlghty, the Lompcllcr the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (ng1 is He) above

”27

all that they associate as partners with Him.

NO. 02 The Name Al-Maleck is mentioned in only one place. In Surah Al-
Qamar, Allah says:

9;/
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“Verily, The Muttaqun (pious), will be in the midst of Gardens and Rivers (Paradise).™®

rad
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“In a seat of truth (i.e. Paradise), near the Omnipotent King (Allah, the All-Blessed, the Most
High, the Owner of Majesty and Honor).”™

These two Names signify that Allah is the Owner of Kingship. He is the Owner of
all matters and the One Who governs without being prevented or stopped. He can
do as He wills in His Kingdom and He sets forth legislations. As a resule, He is the
One Who recompenses us in this life and the next. He rewards the ones who obey
Him and punishes those who disobey Him.

NO. 03 It has been repeated many times throughout the Noble Qur'an, of Allah
being singled out with Kingship whilst having no partners. This is clear

evidence of the obligation of singling Him out with worship, as Allah
says in Surah Zumar:

- }//’.// > s _/ }///
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7 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23]
*8 Surah Al-Qamar [54:54]
* Surah Al-Qamar [54:55]
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“He created you (all) from a single person (Adam); then made from him, his wife [Hawwa'
(Eve)|. And He has sent down for you of cattle, eight pairs (of the sheep, two, male and
female; of the goats, two, male and female; of the oxen, two, male and female; and of the
camels, two, male and female). He creates you in the wombs of your mothers, creation after
creation in three veils of darkness. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the kingdom, La ilaha illa
Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). How then are you turned away?"

NO. 04 To worship anything besides Him which does not own for itself the
;ﬂoility to prevent harm or bring benefit and cannot give life or cause
death or resurrect, is the greatest of all misguidances and the worst of
falsehood. There are numerous verses mentioned in the Qur'an which
establish this rca]ity and manifest this matter. Allah says in Surah Fatir:

Py
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“He merges the night into the day (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the night are added to the
hours of the day), and He merges the day into the night (i.e. the decrease in the hours of the
day are added to the hours of the night). And He has subjected the sun and the moon; each
runs its course for a term appointed. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the kingdom. And those,

% Surah Az-Zumar [39:6]
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whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him, own not even a Qitmir (the thin membrane
over the datestone).™

NO. 05 In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says:
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“Yer rhey have taken besides Him other Aliha ( gods) that created nothing, but are themselves

created, and possess neither hurt nor benefit for themselves, and possess no power (to cause)
death or life, or to raise the dead.”™

Whoever does not own even a speck in this universe should not have any part of
worship directed to it. Worship is suitable for The King, The Most Great, The
Majestic Creator, The Lord Who manages the affairs of this universe. He has no
partner, He has Great Authority, He is Honored, He is Exalted in His Majesty and
there is no deity worthy of being worshipped except Him.

3 Surah Fatir [35:13]
# Surah Al-Furgan [25:3]
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08

AR-RAZZAAQ, AR-RAAZIQ
(B30 3150

The Ever—PrOViding, The All-Provider

THE NAME OF ALLAH AR-RAZZAAQ is

mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Adh-Dhariyat:

oL AT St 2%
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“Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most Strong.™

The Name Ar-Raaziq is mentioned in plural form in many places throughout the
Qur'an. From among them is the saying of Allah in Surah Al-Jumu’ah:

# Surah Adh-Dhariyat [51:58]
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“And when they see some merchandise or some amusement [beating of Tambur (drum) etc.]

they disperse headlong to it and leave you [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon

him)] standing [while delivering Jumwah’s religious talk (Khutbah)|. Say: ‘That which Allah
has is better than any amusement or merchandise! And Allah is the Best of providers.™*

Allah is Ar-Razzaaq, the One Who has taken responsibility upon Himself for the
provision of His slaves. He stands in charge of every soul with what it requires of

nourishment, as Allah says in Surah Hud:
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Fyr ;‘-PJ PIFESN IR PRS-
L2 C

“And no (moving) living creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And
He knows its dwelling place and its deposit (in the uterus, grave, etc.). All is in a Clear Book
(Al-Lauh /\l—Mahfuz - the Book of Decrees with Allah).”

And in Surah Al-Ankabut, Allah says:
s C PR T ’/}w N K
P{L, \L@JJJMY}&Q\JQ:QL_C;:J
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“And so many a moving (living) creature there is that carries not its own provision! Allah
y g g
pmvides for it and for You. And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.”

3 Surah Al-Jumu’ah [62:11]
35 Surah Hud [11:6]
% Surah Al-Ankabut [29:60]
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NO. 01

General Provision:

This includes the good-doer and evil-doer, the believer and disbeliever,
the former generations and the latter generations. This provision is
related to the body. Therefore, a large amount of this type of provision
in the world is not an indication of honoring the slave by Allah.
Similarly, a small amount of this type of provison is not an indication of
dishonoring by Allah. Richness and poverty, vastness and narrowness in
provision are all tests from Allah to differentiate the grateful from the
ungrateful, and the patient from the impatient. Allah says in Surah Al-

Fajr:
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“As for man, when his Lord tries him by giving him honor and gifts, then he says (puffed up):

-

‘My Lord has honored me.”™’
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“But when He tries him by straitening his means of life, he says: ‘My Lord has humiliated

NO. 02

mel™®

Special Provision:

This is the provision of the hearts by nourishing them with knowledge
and faith, and lawful provision which aid in the reformacion of one’s
religion. This provision is specific to the believers in accordance to their
level of belief. The greater onc’s belief, the greater is their share of this
special provision. From Allah’s special provision is the completion of
His blessings and favors upon the believers by admitting them into the
Gardens ochlight in the Hereafter. Allah says in Surah At—Talaq:

7 Surah Al-Fajr [89:15]
* Surah Al-Fajr [89:16]
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“(And has also sent to you) a Messenger [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him)] who recites to you the Verses of Allah (the Qur'an) containing clear explanations, that
He may take out those who believe and do righteous good deeds from the darkness (of
polytheism and disbelief) to the light (of Monotheism and true Faith). And whosocver believes
in Allah and performs righteous good deeds, He will admit him into Gardens under which
rivers flow (Paradise) to dwell therein forever. Allah has indeed granted for him an excellent
provision.”™

» Surah At-Talaq [65:11]
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CHAPTER

09

AL-WAAHID, AL-AHAD
(2l aal fll):
The One, The One and Only One

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-AHAD is

mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Ikhlas (The Chapter of Sincerity).
This great Surah is equivalent to one-third of the Qur'an as mentioned in the
Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)], and
this is because it is devoted to explaining the Beautiful Names of Allah and His
Lofty Atcributes.

SURAH AL-IKHLAS
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“In the Name of Allah, the Bemﬁcent the Merctfu Say [O Muhammad (peaa and bles<171g5
of Allah be upon him)|: (1) ‘He is Allah, (the) One.’ (2) ‘Allah-us-Samad (Allah the Self-
Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need).” (3) ‘He begets not, nor was He begotten,” (4)
‘And there is none co—equal or compamble unto Him.”

The Name of Allah, Al-Waahid is mentioned in many places in the Qur'an.

These two Names are indicative of the Omneness of Allah.
Meaning, Allah is singled out with Actributes of magnificence,
majesty, greatness, and beauty. He is One in His Noble Self and
there is no one who resembles Him. He is One in His Acttributes
and there is no one like Him. He is One in His Actions and He
has no partners or helpers. He is One in His divinity and there is
no one who can rival Him for His love, magnificatiom humi]ity
and submission.

The Name Al-Waahid is mentioned in the context of affirming Tawheed (pure
monotheism) and the denouncement of joining partners or rivals with Him. Allah
says in the establishment of Tawheed and regarding the obligation of sincerity in
onc’s religion:

() 22t AT A 36 K503

-

“And your Ilah (God) is One Ilah (God - Allah), La ilaha illa Huwa (there is none who has
the righf to be worshipped but He), the Most Bcneficenf, the Most Merciful.”“"

4 Surah Al-Bagarah [2:163]
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Allah says in denouncing those who associate partners with Him:
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“And Allah says (O mankind ): “Take not Ilahain (two gods in wo;ship, etc.). Verily, He
(Allah) is (the) only One Ilah (God). Then, fear Me (Allah) much [and Me (Alone) i.e. be
away from all kinds of sins and evil deeds that Allah has forbidden, and do all that Allah

has ordained and worship none but Allah].™*
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“O two companions of the prison! Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One,
the Irresistible?+

Therefore, it is an obligation upon the slaves of Allah to single Him out in their
belief, speech and actions by recognizing His perfection, and to single Him out with
Oneness for all types of Worship. It is essential to negate any partners or rivals with
Him, to not resemble Him to the creation in any way and to affirm His perfect
Attributes.

# Surah An-Nahl [16:51]
# Surah Yusuf [12:39]
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AS-SAMAD (Amaj\) The Great Master

is mentioned only once in the
Qur'an in Surah Al-Ikhlas (The Chapter of Sincerity). As-Samad means the Great
Master Who is perfect in His knowledge, wisdom, forbearance, ability, might,
greatness, and in all His Actributes. He is vast in His Attributes, the One Whom all
of creation turn to for all their affairs. There is no Lord except Him, nor is there a
goal for them to direct themselves to besides Him. They beg for His help in times of
difficulty because they know that only He can provide what they need, and only He
can remove any distress from them due to His perfect knowledge, vast mercy,
compassion, great ability, might and authority.

Ibn Jarir Ac-Tabari (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated in his Tafseer that
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: “As-Samad is the
Master Who is perfect in His mastership, the Honorable Who is perfect in His
Honor, the Forbearing Who is perfect in His forbearance, the Most Rich Who is
perfect in His richness, the Mender Who is perfect in His mending, the All-
Knowing Who is perfect in His knowledge, the All-Wise Who is perfect in His
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wisdom and He is the One Who is perfect in all types of honor and mastership. He
is Allah, glory be to Him, to Whom these Actributes do not befit except Him.™

This Name has many meanings and is not singled out with just
one meaning. As-Samad is the One Who the hearts resort to and
turn to out of hope and fear because of His praiseworthy
Artributes. As-Samad is the One Who is not hollow, but He is
solid and does not eat or drink. Nothing goes into Him or out of
Him and He neither bcgcts nor is He bcgottcn.

# Ibn Jarir At-Tabari (24/736)

CHAPTER 10 PAGE 32



CHAPTER

Il

AL-HAADI (satel):
The One Who Guides

ALLAH HAS MENTIONED THIS NAME i

two places in the Qur'an:
p

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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“And that those who have been given knowledge may know that it (this Qur'an) is the truth
from your Lord, and that they may believe therein, and their hearts may submit to it with
humility. And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the Srmight Path.”*

NO. 02 In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says:
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“Thus have We made for every Prophet, an enemy among the Mujrimun (disbelievers,
polytheists, criminals, etc.). But Sufficient is your Lord as a Guide and Helper.”®

Al-Haadi is the One Who guides His slaves; directs and leads them to their
happincss in this life and the next. It is by His guidancc that the bclicving slaves are
guided to His obedience and pleasure; and it is by His guidance that the animals are
guided to what benefits them and are protected from what harms them. Allah is the
One Who created all creatures and He is the One Who guidcs them.

In Surah Al-A’la, Allah says:
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“Who has created (everything), and then proportioned it;”*
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“And Who has measured (preordainments for each and everything, even to be blessed or
wretched); then guided (i.e. showed mankind the right as well as the wrong paths, and guided
the animals to pastum’);”“7

# Surah Al—Hnjj [22:54]

4 Surah A]—Furq:m [25:31]
4 Surah Al-A'la [87:2]

77 Surah Al-A’la [87:3]
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NO. 01

NO. 04

General Guidance (A&l 432

Allah guides all His creation to what benefits them and prepares them
for what they are created for. He guides all the creatures to their
nourishment and sustenance. For example, Allah guides newborn
animals to suckle their mothers although no one has taught them. All of
this is guidance from Allah.

Guidance o_/[(flari_/‘j'ing the Truth to all (O 4.

Allah revealed the divine books and sent Messengers. He legislated
commands, rulings, the Halal (lawful) and Haram (unlawful). He made
the fundamentals of the religion and its branches clear. He guides and
shows the way to the Straight Path which leads to His plcasurc and to
Paradise, and He has made the mis]cading paths clear in order to warn
His slaves.

Guidance of opening one’s heart to successfully accept the truth and be
pleased wich it (585N 4w ):

Allah guides His believing slaves to successfully act upon faith and
worship Him. He broadens their hearts to accept the truth and be
plcascd with Him.

Guidance to Paradise on the Day of Judgement:
Allah guides the believers to their dwellings in Paradise just as He
guidcs them in this life to the means and ways which lead to Paradise.

The Name Al-Haadi is inclusive of all types of guidance. It is for this reason that

A”Llh has commandcd us to Q,Sk Him FOT' guidzmcc to t]’lC Stl‘ﬂigl’lt Path seventeen

times a day in the five obligatory prayers:
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“Guide us to the Straight Way

4 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:6]
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19

AL-WAHHAARB (t._m\.&»jj\): The Bestower

THITS NAME is mentioned in three places in the Qur'an.
NO. 01 In Surah Aal-Tmran, Allah says:
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“(They say): ‘Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate (from the truth) after You have guided us,
and grant us mercy from You. Tmly, You are the Bestower.”®

# Surah Aal-Tmran [3:8]
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NO. 02 In Surah Saad, Allah says:
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“Or have they the treasures of the Mercy of your Lord, the All-Mighty, the Real Bestower?>

NO. 03 In the invocation of the Prophet Sulayman (peace be upon him), as

mentioned in Surah Saad:

VAT O T S Nor oAl R SR

“He said: ‘My Lord! Forgive me and bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not belong to

7351

any other afrer me: Verily, You are the Bestower.

Al-Wahhaab is the One Who bestows many gifts, favors and b]cssings. The Name
Al-Wahhaab is in hyperbolic or exaggerated form, which means thac Allah is
constantly bestowing many great favors and blessings upon us. In His Hands are the
treasures of all that is in the heavens and the earth, and He deals with His kingdom
as He wills.

In the Qur'an, Allah mentions the different types of gifts He bestows, as well as
mentioning His Messengers and the righteous from amongst His slaves who are
sccking to attain(ing) these gifts.

All these different types of gifts are in the Hands of Allah, for He is the Owner of
the Universe and He manages it however He wills.

5 Surah Saad [38:9]
5 Surah Saad [38:35]
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NO. 01 Mercy from Allah, which leads to happiness in this life and the next.

In Surah Maryam, Allah says:

(e 3 S AL 65 5 A

“And We gave them of Our Mercy (a good provision in plenty), and We gmnted them Honor
on the tongues (of all the nations, i.e. everybody remembers them with a good praise).”*

NO. 02 Wisdom and Kingship
In Surah Ash-Shu’araa, Allah mentions what Musa [Moses (peace be

upon him)] said to Fir'aun (Pharaoh) when he (Musa) was calling
Pharaoh to be of the righteous and to fear Allah:

’//
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[He said:] “So I ﬂed from you when [ feared you. But my Lord has gmnted me Hukman (.e.
religious knowledge, right judgement of the affairs and Prophethood), and appointed me as
one of the Messengers.”?

NO. 03 To be granted a righteous spouse and offspring, which are the coolness of

one’s eyes.

In Surah Al-Furqan, Allah says:

5* Surah Maryam [19:50]
53 Surah Ash-Shuaraa [26:21]
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“And those who say: ‘Our Lord! Bestow on us from our wives and our offspring, who will be
the comfort of our eyes and make us leaders for the Muttagun.”*

Meaning, those who ask Allah to bring forth from their loins, offspring who will
obey Him and worshio Him and not associate anything in worshio with Him.

Children are granted according to the wisdom and will of Allah. Some couples are
granted only females, others only males, some are granted both and others, none at

all. In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says:
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“To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heavens and the earth. He creates what He wills. He
bestows female (offspring) upon whom He wills, and bestows male (offspring) upon whom He
wills.”s
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“Or He bestows both males and females, and He renders barren whom He wills. Verily, He is
the All-Knower and is Able to do all things.™

54 Surah A]—Furq:m [25:74]
5 Surah Ash-Shura [42:49]
5 Surah Ash-Shura [42:50]
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NO. 04 If a person’s life is based upon faith and Taqwa (piety/fear), then this is
the most honorable gift. And if Allah takes his life away upon this state,
then he has attained multitudes of gifts beyond what he has seen in the
Dunya (worldly life). He will have attained what no eye has seen, no car
has heard and what has not crossed the hearts or minds of anyone.
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CHAPTER

15

AL-FATTAAH (CL\QJ\) The Opener

THE NAME AL-FATTAAH has two meanings:

NO. 01 The first meaning refers to the judgement of His slaves. Allah judgcs

between them by His legislations and by rewarding the obedient and
punishing the disobedient in this world and in the Hereafter. On the Day
of Judgement, He judges and scparates the disbelievers from the
believers; and in this life, Allah judges by granting victory to those on
the truch and disgraces those upon falschood. The Messengers would ask
Allah to judgc between their pcoplc, as mentioned in Surah Saba’:
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“Say: ‘Our Lord will assemble us all together (on the Day of Resurrection), then He will judge
between us with truch. And He is the (Most Trustworthy) All-Knowing Judge.”

And in Surah Ash-Shu'araa, Allah mentions what Nuh [Noah (peace be upon him)]
said when his pcop]c rcjcctcd his invitation to obcy Allah:

1. // .,/ /
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“He [Nuh (pcace be upon him)] said: ‘My Lord! Verily, my pcoplc have belied me.™®

272 vl > A .,,,/,//
‘k"" r“u‘w\x)s‘ ijc’

“Therefore, judge You between me and them, and save me and those of the believers who are
with me.”

NO. 02 Allah, Al-Fattaah is the One Who opens all doors of goodness for His
slaves. He opens for them all that benefits them in their worldly and
rcligious affairs. With gcntlcncss and care, He opens the locks on the
hearts of those whom He selects. He opens for them divine knowledge
and the facts of faith which reform the state of their hearts and He
keeps them firm on the Straight Path. Morcover, for His believing
slaves, He opens their hearts to love Him and submit to Him with
divine knowledge. He will enlighten their understanding to the truch.
He also opens the doors of provision for His slaves as well as the means
to attain it. He sets provision and means in place for the Muttageen
(pious slaves who fear Allah much) from where they cannot imagine,
and He gives those who put their full reliance on Him, more than they
request and more than they hope for. He makes difficult affairs easy for
them and opens for them, doors which were previously closed.

57 Surah Saba’ [34:26]
5% Surah Ash-Shu’araa [26:117]
59 Surah Ash-Shu’araa [26:118]
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Whatever of mercy (i.e. of good) Allah may grant to mankind, none can withhold it, and
whatever He may withhold, none can grant it thcreafrer. And He is the /\ll—Mighty, the All-
Wl se. 160

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said, regarding the following verse in
Surah Az-Zumar:
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“Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in light from His Lord (as he who
is non-Muslim)? So, woe to those whose hearts are hardened against remembrance of Allah!

T hey are in plam error®

“This opening and expansion does not have a limit; every believer has a share of it.
Those who have triumphed with the greatest share regarding it are the Prophets,
then the Awliyaa’ (Allah’s spccia] slaves), then the scholars and then the believers in

”62

gcneral. Allah only denies the disbelievers from receiving it.

Merey, favors, and goodness are all in the Hands of Allah; He
opens it upon whomever He wills and makes it casy for whomever
He wills. All of these are from the impacts of the Name Al-
Fattaah.

% Surah Al-Fatir [35:2]
® Surah Az-Zumar [39:22]
¢ (225/1) (Al Asna fi Sharh Asmaa Allah Al Husna) ohmall B e laud S T R
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We ask Allah by this Great Name and invoke Him by the fact that He is Al-Fattaah,
the Best of Openers, to open our hearts to the correct belief, complete guidance and
deep certainty. We ask Him to open for us, the treasures of His mercy and the doors
of His vast generosity. Verily, He is the All-Hearing, the One Who responds.
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CHAPTER

14

AS-SAMEFE’ (c.m.ud‘) The All-Hearing

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AS-SAMEE’ is

mentioned in the Qur'an in almost fifty places. As-Samec is the One Who hears all
sounds despite them being spoken in different languages and for diverse needs.
Spccch is the same to Allah whether it is spokcn aloud or in secret. In Surah Ar-

Ra'd, Allah says:
P I WP p ///’/"‘6/ vy
“-r""‘-“"‘)"u"y“fé"wj J 54l ‘u‘ﬁ-‘f-
S z 2 33 P ’w.a
(OFsItSNCit

“It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceal his speech or declare it openly, whether

he be hidden by night or go forth freely by day.”

% Surah Ar-Ra'd [13:10]
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His hearing encompasses all sounds; they neither sound different to Him, nor are
they mixed up. No sound occupies Him from hearing another sound, nor does His
hcaring mistake the various requests, nor do the p]cntifh] slaves who ask, tire Him. If
all of mankind and Jinn asked Allah act the same time, cach having a different
request in a different tongue and dialect, He would hear them all without mixing up
a sound with another sound nor a language with another language nor a need with
another need.

Therefore, Allah refutes those who Worship those besides Him who can neither hear
nor see them. In Surah Ghafir, Allah says:
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“And /\llahjudges with truth, while those to whom fhey invoke besides Him cannot judge
anything. Certainly, Allah! He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”*
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NO. 01 Hearing that is connected to hcaring sounds

NO. 02 Hearing with the meaning of responding, i.e. Allah responds to those
who invoke Him, as He says in Surah Ibrahim:
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has given me in old age, Isma'il [Ishmael (peace
be upon him)| and Is’haque [Isaac (peace be upon him)[. Verily! My Lord is indeed the All-

Hearer of invocations.”®

¢ Surah Ghafir [40:20]
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This type also includes the saying of the person praying: exes (el &l gew “Allah

responds to those who praise Him”, meaning He responds to; not merely hears.

NO. 01 Hearing related to warning, as Allah says in Surah Az-Zukhruf:
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“Or do they think that We hear not their secrets and their private counsel? (Yes We do)™®

NO. 02 Hearing related to Support, as Allah said to Musa [Moses (pcace be upon
him)] and Harun [Aaron (peace be upon him)] in Surah Ta-Ha:

A
o/}/,’

AT

“He (Allah) said: ‘Fear not, verily! I am with you both, hearing and seeing.”?

NO. 03 Hearing related to encompassment, as Allah says in Surah Al-Mujadilah:
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“Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her (Khaulah bint Tha'labah) that disputes with
you [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] concerning her husband

% Surah Ibrahim [14:39]
¢ Surah Az-Zukhrut[43:80]
¢ Surah Ta-Ha [20:46]
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(‘Aus ibn As-Samit) and complains to Allah. And Allah hears the argument between you
both. Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.™

The belief of the slave that Allah is As-Samee” makes him guard his tongue and what
he says, adhere to the remembrance of Allah and be grateful. It increases in the slave,
a longing to implore Him by this Great Name, to make his hopes a reality and give
him what he asks for. In the Qur'an, Allah has frequently mentioned the Prophets
and Messengers asking Him by this Name.

% Surah Al-Mujadilah [58:1]
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CHAPTER

15

AL-BASEER (‘).u.a.d\) The All-Seeing

THE NAME AL-BASEER i found in more than 40 places
in the Qur'an. One of them is the statement of Allah in Surah Ash-Shura:
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“There is nothing like unto Him and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”®

Al-Baseer is the One Who sees all visions, He sees cvcrything no
matter how minute and small it may be. He sees the black ant
crawling on a hidden rock in the darkness of the night. He sees
the food passing through the body and He sees the blood flowing

through the veins. He sees all that is under the seven earths just as

% Surah Ash-Shura [42:11]
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He sees all that is above the seven heavens, and He sees the
turning of the hearts and the betrayal of the eyes.

It is obligatory for us to believe that Allah sces with two Eyes that befit His Majesty.
In Surah Ac-Tur, Allah says:

I/V‘“%\,, T PR /"/ /{/ .,/’} , s
W f./\.u r_}a,(f\o-gz\))-‘\" C-JJLML ‘)Q,L;./_) /S;‘le\"ob
“So wait patiently [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] for the
Decision of your Lord, for verily, you are under Our Eyes, and glorify the Praises of your
Lord when you get up from sleep.”

Allah sees the conditions of His slaves and He is All-Aware of them. He sces the one
who deserves guidance apart from the one who does not, and He sees whose state

will be rectified with richness and whose state will be corrupted with it. In Surah
Al-Isra’, Allah says:
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“Truly, your Lord enlarges the provision for whom He wills and straitens (for whom He
wills). Verily, He is Ever All-Knower, All-Seer of His slaves.”

When a person knows Allah is Al Baseer then it will make him have hope and fear at
the same time.

If the slave perfects his acts of worship to his Lord and avoids committing sins out
of awareness of Allah’s watchfulness over him, chen this is the station of Thsan and
Thsan is the highest level of Islam, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) defined it:

7 Surah Ac-Tur [52:48]
7 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:30]
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“Thsan is to worship Allah as ifyou see Him, and ifyou do not achieve chis state of

”72

devotion, then He sees you.

How many a people have refrained from sin and disobedience to Allah because of
their awareness of Allah’s watchfulness over them.

72 Sahih Al-Bukhari, Book 65, no. 4777 (Arabic ref’)

CHAPTER 15 PAGE 51



CHAPTER

16

AL-'ALEEM (?"Ld\) The All-Knowing

THIS NAME is mentioned in the Qur'an over one hundred fifty times.
One is not able to turn a page of the Qur'an except to find Allah’s knowledge.

Al-'Aleem is the One Whose knowledge encompasses the apparent and hidden
matters, the open and the secret. In Surah Ibrahim, Allah says:
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“O our Lord! Certainly, You know what we conceal and what we reveal. Norhing on the
earth or in the heaven is hidden from Allah.””

7 Surah Ibrahim [14:38]
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He knows all that is in the upper and lower worlds and He knows the past, present
and future. He knows all that has happened and what will happen, as well as what
will not happen, and how it would be if it happened. The Qur'an informs us about
Allah’s vast knowledge which comprehends all things. In Surah Al-Ghafir, Allah

Says:
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“Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge™*

Allah Alone has knowledge of the unseen; no one knows it but He. In Surah
Lugman, Allah says:
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“Verily, Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, He sends down the rain, and
knows that which is in the wombs. No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no
person knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, All-Aware (of fhings).”75

The Name of Allah, Al-'Aleem is mentioned mostly in the context of deeds and
their recompense, in order to awaken the hearts and inform the servants of the
importance of perfecting and rectifying them. When a person knows Allah
encompasses all things with His knowledge, whether big or small, it will cause him
to show shyness towards Allah. The person will have Taqwa (piety/fear) of Allah as
He deserves, and he will be observant of his actions like the observance of the one
who knows Allah sees him. For Allah knows the betrayal of the eyes and the secrets
of the hearts.

74 Surah Ghafir [40:7]
75 Surah Lugman [31:34]
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1/

AL-LATEEF, AL-KHABEER
(sl Caydalll)

The Subtly Gentle, The All-Aware

THESE TWO NAMES are mentioned together in many verses
in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-Anam:
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“No wvision can grasp Him, but His Grasp is over all vision. He is the Most Subtle and

Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.””

7¢ Surah Al-An'am [6:103]
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Al-Khabeer is the One Whose knowledge grasps all secrets, the One Who is aware of
concealed intentions and Who knows the subtleties of matters and the minutest of
details. This Name indicates His know]cdgc of hidden affairs which have reached a
peak of subtlety, smallness and concealment. In addition, He has knowledge of the
apparent and clear.

NO. 01 It means that His knowledge is so fine and subtle that it comprehends
all secrets, intentions and hidden matcers.

NO. 02 [t means that by His Lutf (gentleness) and Thsan (excellence), He sends
to His slaves and His Awliyaa’ (special believing slaves) what benefits
them through ways they could never perceive.

If Allah has Lutf (gentleness) with his slaves, He brings them under His special
guardianship with what rectifies their outer and inner conditions, and He repels all
inner and outer disliked matcers.

I Allah makes the affairs of His slaves casy, opens the way of goodness for them and
supports them on that path, this indicates that thcy have had Lutf (gcntlcncss)
bestowed on them.

If Allah brings in external means to benefit the slaves, which they have no control
over, they have had Lutf (gentleness) bescowed on them. This is like the case of
Prophet Yusuf [Joseph (peace be upon him)] when Allah decreed many matters
(external means) for his father and him. In the beginning, they both went through
different trials as a gentle nurcuring. Eventually, these matters (over which they had
no control) brought about a praiseworthy end. For this reason, Yusuf (peace be upon
him) said, as mentioned in Surah Yusuf:
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“Certainly, my Lord is the Most Courteous and Kind unto whom He will."”

77 Surah Yusuf [12:100]
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Among the impacts of Allah’s Lutf (gentleness) toward His believing slaves is that
He takes them out from the darkness of ignorance, disbelief, innovation and sins to

the light of knowledge, belief, and obedience.

His Lutf (gentleness) protects them from obeying their own desires. Therefore, if
Allah wills to guide them to prevent their souls from following their desires, He
turns evil and indecency away from them despite the plentiful means of Fitnah
(trials) and the attractiveness of the sins. He favors them by the proofs of His Lutf
(gentleness) and the light of their faith which He has bestowed upon them. So, they
leave the sin whilst their souls are at rest with leaving it and their chests are opened
with bcing distanced from it.

From the impacts of Allah’s Lutf (gentleness) is that He decrees their provision
according to His knowledge of what benefits them and not in accordance to what
they want. They may want a thing, whilst another thing is better for them;
therefore, He decrees upon them what is better although they may dislike it. In
Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says:
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“Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His slaves. He gives provisions to whom He wills. And

He is the All-Strong, the All-Mighty.””*

As a result of His Lutf (gentleness), He decrees different types of calamities and
trials to drive them to their perfection and the perfection of their blessings.

Allah’s Lutf (gentleness) with His slaves is decreeing for them to be raised under the
guardianship of the people of goodness, knowledge and faith, in order that they gain
from good manners. If the slaves are raised under righteous parents, pious relatives
and a good community, then this is one of the greatest Lutfs (gentleness) of Allah
upon them.

From His Lutf (gentleness) is that He makes the provision of His slave Halal (lawful)
with case and contentment so that the slave can focus on the purpose of his creation,
i.c. to worship Allah.

7¢ Surah Ash-Shura [42119]
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From the Lutf (gentleness) of Allah upon His slave is that He
subjects righteous brothers and pious friends for him who help
him upon goodncss. He also tests him with some calamities and
guides him to employ patience in them in order for him to attain
lofty degrees and high ranks. Allah will Honor him by putting the
sweetness of hope in his heart, wishing for mercy and waiting for
relief and the removal of distress so his pain is lessened and he
becomes energetic.

It is of great benefit for the slave to know the meaning of this Great Name and its
impacts, thus making him trust his Lord and all His actions.
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K¢

AL-AFUW W ( siall):
The AH—Pardoning

AL-GHAFOOR, AL-GHAFFAAR
(SRl siall);

The AH—ForgiVing, The Ever-Forgiving

AT-TAWWAAB (il 5ill):
The Acceptor of Repentance

ALLAT ., AL-"AFUWW is the One Who erases sins and

overlooks disobedience. It is similar to Al-Ghafoor; however, it has a greater
meaning since forgiveness (maghfira) is to cover up, whilst pardoning (alafuw) is to

crasc.
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At-Tawwab is the One Who guides whomsoever of His slaves He wills to repent by
initiating the feelings of repentance in them, as Allah says in Surah Ac-Tawbah:
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“Then, He accepted their repentance, that they might repent (unto Him). Verily, Allah is the
One Who accepts repentance, Most 1\/Ierciful.”79

He acccpts thC l'CpCl’ltZ{l’lCC OF tl’lOSC WhO TCpCI’lt, as He says in Surah Ash—Shura:
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“And He it is Who accepts repentance from His slaves, and pardons sins, and He knows what

»80

you do.

NO. 01 General l’m'a’oning:

This includes all those who commit sins including the disbelievers and
those besides them. Allah repels the punishments which are consequent
to their actions and that warrant the cutting-off of blessings from them.
They insult Him by associating partners with Him, yet He pardons
them, provides for them and showers upon them both inward and
outward blessings. He grants them respite and does not overburden
them due to His pardoning and forbearance.

In Surah Fatir, Allah says:
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7 Surah At-Tawbah [9:118]
% Surah Ash-Shura [42:25]
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“And 1f Allah were to punish men for that which l:hey earned, He would not leave a moving
(living) creature on the surface of the earth, but He gives them respite to an appointed term,
and when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All-Seer of His slaves.™

NO. 02 Spccial l’ardoning:

This is a special pardoning and forgiveness for those who repent, seck
forgiveness, supplicate, worship Allah and hope for the reward from
Allah when afflicted with calamities. Whoever repents to Allah with a
sincere comprehensive repentance, which is solely for His Countenance
and is not accompanied with returning to the sin or persisting in it,
then Allah will forgive the doer regardless of the sin committed. All of
this is outlined in the statement of Allah in Surah Az-Zumar:
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“Say: ‘O ‘Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed against themselves (by committing evil
deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all sins. Truly, He is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful ™

Similarly, from the impacts of Allah’s pardoning is that He made good deeds and
righteous actions a means of‘expiating sins. In Surah Hud, Allah says:
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 Surah Fatir [35:45]
% Surah Az-Zumar [39:53]
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“Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e. small sins)."*

Likewise, from the impacts of His pardoning are the calamities
which befall the slaves with regards to themselves, their children
or their wealth. By being patient, pleased and hoping for the

reward from Allah, these can be a means of‘cxpiating their sins.

The slave’s know]cdgc of these Great Names is a great gate to attaining high ranks
by constantly secking Allah’s forgiveness, pardon and mercy. It is important to hope
for His forgiveness, not despair of His mercy, and to feel the greatness of His
pardon. There is no sin that is too great for Him to forgive, regardless of how high it
reaches.

% Surah Hud [11:114]

CHAPTER 18 PAGE 61



CHAPTER

19

AL-"ALLY, AL-A'LAA, AL-
MUTA'AL

(Jiadl eV t=l):

The Most High, The Most Exalted, The Self-
Exalted

THESE NAMES DENOTE Allah’s absolute highness in all

Q,SpCCtSI

e e is the Most High in His Essence, He rose over the Throne in a manner which
suits His Majesty, and He is above all creation. In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah says:
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“The Most Beneficent (Allah) Istawa (rose over) the (Mighty) Throne (in a manner that suits
His Majesty).”**

Allah mentioned that He rose over the Throne in a manner which suits His Majesty

six times in the Qur'an.

e Heis the Most High in His position, and all His Actributes are high and great. No
attribute of any person can resemble them or come close to them. It is not
possible for His slaves to encompass even one attribute of His attributes.

e e is the Most High in His dominance of everything. The forelocks of all the
creation are in His Hand, so no one moves and no one remains still except by His
permission.

NO. 01 The mention that He is above:
In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says:
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“They fear their Lord above them, and they do what they are conmanded.”®

NO. 02 The mention that matters ascend to Him:
In Surah Al-Ma’arij, Allah says:
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“From Allah, the Lord of the ways of ascent.

786

% Surah Ta-Ha [20:5]
% Surah An-Nahl [16:50]
8 Surah Al-Ma‘arij [70:3]
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“The angels and the Ruh [Jibreel (Gabriel (| peace be upon him))] ascend to Him in a Day, the
measure of which is fifty thousand years,”

NO. 03 The mention of matters going up to Him:
In Surah Fatir, Allah says:
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“To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the righteous deeds exalt it.”**

NO. 04 The mention o/‘vraising some of[[is creation up to Him:
In Surah An-Nisaa’, Allah says:
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“But Allah raised him ['Eesa (Jesus (peace be upon him))] up (with his body and soul) unto
Himself (and he is in the heavens). And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.”

NO. 05 The mention of the Quran being sent down from Him:
In Surah As-Sajdah, Allah says:

“The revelation of the Book (this Qur’an) is from the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and
all that exists) in which there is no doubt™®

% Surah Al-Ma’arij [70:4]
8 Surah Fatir [35:10]
% Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:158]
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NO. 06 The mention that Allah is above the Heavens:
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'Abdullah ibn 'Amr (may Allah be pleased with them) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “The merciful are shown
mercy by Ar-Rahman. Be merciful on the earth, and you will be shown mercy from
Who is above the heavens.™"

NO. 07 The mention of us raising our Hands to Him:
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Salman Al-Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah is Hayiyy, Most Shy. When
a man raises his hands to Him, He feels shy to return them to him empty and

792

rejected.

NO. 08 Pointing to Him while sensing He is above, as the One Who is the most
/\*nouﬁ/vdgm[)/c:
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They (the audience) said: We will bear witness that you have conveyed (the
message), fulfilled (the ministry of Prophethood) and given wise (sincere) counsel.
He (the narrator) said: He [the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]

9 Surah As-Sajdah [32:2]
9" Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 1924
9 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3556, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih
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then raised his forefinger towards the sky and pointing it at the people (said): "O
Allah, be witness. O Allah, be witness," saying it thrice.)”

NO. 09 The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) informed us
that he kept going back and forth between Musa [Moses (peace be upon
him)|] and his Lord on the Night of Isra’ wal-Mirtaaj (Night of
Ascension) in order to reduce the number of prayers. He would go up to
Allah then return to Musa (peace be upon him) and this occurred many

times.?
NO. 10 Allah m/brmm’ us that Fir‘aun (Pharoah) wanted to go up to the sk Q) to see

the Ilah (God) o/ Musa (puuc e upon him). In Surah Ghafir, Allah

mentions what Fir'aun said:
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“And Fir‘aun (Pharaoh) said: ‘O Haman (i.e. Firaun’s minister of state affairs).’ Build me a
tower that I may arrive at the ways,”
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“The ways of the heavens, and I may look upon the Ilah (God) of Musa (Moses) but verily, I
think him to be a liar.” Thus, it was made fair-seeming in Firaun’s (Pharaoh) eyes, the evil of
his deeds, and he was hindered from the (Right) Path; and the plot of Fir'aun (Pharaoh) led
to nothing but loss and destruction (for him).™°

9 Sahih Muslim no. 1218

94 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3342
% Surah Ghafir [40:36]

9 Surah Ghafir [40:37]
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Firaun (Pharaoh) thought Musa (peace be upon him) to be a liar when Musa
(peace be upon him) informed him that Allah is above the heavens. Therefore,
whoever denies the highness of Allah has resembled Firaun (Pharoah), and
whoever affirms the highness of Allah is on the methodology of Musa and all
the Prophets (peace and blessings be upon them).

All these are evidences that Allah is above everything and nothing is above Him. He
rose over His Throne in a manner which suits His Majesty, while His knowledge is
all-encompassing of every place.

Belief in the highncss of Allah over His creation results in the slave magnifying
Allah, being humble and breaking down before Him. The slave will negate all
deficiencies and flaws from Allah, be sincere to Him in worship and will be far away
from associating partners with Allah. In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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“That is because Allah, He is the Truch (the on y True God of all that exists, Who has no
partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil
(falsehood). And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”’

97 Surah Al-Hajj [22:62]
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CHAPTER

20

AL-KABEER (JAASM) The Most Great
AL-'ADHEEM ((—u.LuJ\) The Magnificent

ALLAH, AL-KABEER, AL-"ADHEEM is the
One Who is ateributed with magnificence and greatness, the meanings of which are
divided into two types:

NO. 01 With regards to Allah’s Actributes, all the meanings of greatness and
majesty belong to Him, such as power, might, perfect ability, vast
knowledge and perfect majesty. With regards to Allah’s greatness, the

seven heavens and seven earths that are in His Hand are similar to a
mustard seed in the hand of one of us.

Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar:
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“Ihey made not a just estimare of/\ ah such as is due to Him. And on the Day of
Resurrection the whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand and the heavens will be

rolled up in His Right Hand. Glorified is He, and High is He above all that thcy associate as
partners with Him™®

To Allah belongs the Attributes of magnificence and greatness, which cannot be
estimated. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to say in
his bowing and prostration:

M\;;Qﬁ\;a;ﬁd\;a;ﬂ\&aum
How far from imperfections He is, The Possessor of total power, sovercignty,

magnificence, and grandeur.”

NO. 02 No one deserves to be magnified and exalted except Allah. Thus, His
right over His slaves obligcs them to magnify Him with their hearts,

tongues and deeds, by making efforts to know Him, love Him, fear Him
and humble themselves before Him.

e Obeying Him and not disobeying Him.

e Remembering Him and not forgetting Him.

e Being grateful to Him and not being ungrateful.
e Submitting to His commands, laws and rulings.

° A\Iagmi/j'ing what He magniﬁcs of mentioned times, placc& pcoplc and deeds.

9 Surah Az-Zumar [39:67]
9 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 873, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih
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Magnification of Allah is the soul of worship and it is for this reason that Allah
legislated the Takbeer (proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) in the beginning and
throughout the prayer. This is in order to kccp the meaning of magniﬁ'cation
present in this act of worship.

The Takbeer (proc]aiming the Greatness of Allah) accompanies the Muslim in other
acts of worship as well. The Muslim exales Allah when he completes the period of
fasting, as Allah says in Surah Al—Baqarah:
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“(He wants that you) must complere the same number (of days), and that you must magnify

Allah [i.e. to say Takbeer (Allahu Akbar; Allah is the Most Great) on seeing the crescent of

ths months of Ramadan and Shawwal] for having guided you so that you may be grateful to
Him.”l(“)

The slave also exales Allah in Hajj, as Allah says in Surah Al—H:Lj]:

“It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is piety from you that
reaches Him. Thus, have We made them subject to you that you may magnify Allah for His
Guidance to you. And give glad tldmg9 [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him)] to the Muhsinun (doers of good).™*

> Surah Al-Baqarah [2:185]
" Surah Al-Hajj [22:37]
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The intent by the Takbeer (proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) is to make Allah
greater than everything clse for the slave, thus the meaning of Allahu Akbar (LSl il
— Allah is the Most Great) is made clear. Allah is greater than Cvcrything and there
is nothing greater than Him.

The meaning of (sLus)) (Magnificence) is more complete than
(Abaall) (Grandeur) because it is inclusive of (Aelaxdl) (Grandeur)
and has a broader meaning than it. It is for this reason that we say
‘Allahu Akbar’ ()45‘ &) (Allah is The Greatest) and not ‘Allahu
‘Adham’ (e-‘éci Al (Allah is The Grandest).

If the Muslim believes Allah is greater than everything and that everything,
regardless of how big it may be in size, is in fact small in comparison to the grandeur
and magnificcncc of Allah, then he will know with full certainty that Allah’s
magnificence and grandeur cannot be grasped by the mind. In Surah Al-Isra’, Allah
says:
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“And say: ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an
ofﬁ‘pring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy
(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him with all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar
(Allah is the Most Great)].”>

Therefore, how awful is the injustice of the one who gives the right of Allah to other
than Him, or associates partners with Him. Whoever associates partners with Allah
has not estimated Allah with His due estimate, and he has not exalted Him with His
due exaltation.

> Surah Al-Isra’ [17:111]

CHAPTER 20 PAGE 71



CHAPTER

2 |

AL-QAWIY (g sill).
The All-Powerful

AL-MATEEN (saal):
The Most Powerful

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-QAWIY is

mentioned in numerous places in the Qur'an, whilst the Name of Allah, Al-Mateen
is only mentioned once and in conjunction with the Attribute of Allah (The Owner
of Power). In Surah Adh—Dhariyat, Allah says:
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“Verily, Allah is the All-Provider, Owner of Power, the Most Strong.™?

3 Surah Adh-Dhariyat [51:58]
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Al-Mateen is the One with great power and Al-Qawiy is the One Whom nothing
can render incapable. No defeater can defeac Him and no rejecter can reject His
decree; He executes His command and carries out His decrees on His creation.

Based on His perfect knowledge and wisdom, He honors whomever He wills and
dishonors whomever He wills. He helps whomever He wills and forsakes whomever
He wills. All types of power belong to Him. No one is helped except the one whom
Allah helps, and no one is honored except the one whom Allah honors. Therefore,
the forsaken is the one whom Allah has forsaken and the humiliated is the one
whom He has humiliated. Allah says in Surah Aal-Tmran:
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‘I f Allah helps you, none can overcome you; and 1f He forsakes you, who is there affer Him
that can help you? And in Allah (Alone) let believers put their trust.™*

NO. 01 Granting victory to His Prophets and supporting His believing slaves.

In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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“Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause). Truly, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mighty.™

In Surah Al-Mujadilah, Allah says:

4 Surah Aal-Imran [3:160]
5 Surah Al-Hajj [22:40]
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“Allah has decreed: ‘Verily! It is I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious.” Verily,
Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.™

NO. 02 Dcstroying the wrongdocrs and requiting the criminals with different
types of punishments.

In Surah Al-Anfal, Allah says:
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“Similar to the behavior of the people of Firaun (Pharaoh) and of those before them; they
rejected the Ayat (proofs, verses, etc.) of Allah, so Allah punished them for their sins. Verily,

”107

Allah is All-Strong, Severe in punishment.

NO. 03 Maintaining the heavens and carth by His command and protecting
them and what is in them by His power; nothing renders Him
incapablc.

In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says:
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“and He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them.

”108

NO. 04 Provision is in His Hands; He grants it to whomever He wills.

°¢ Surah Al-Mujadilah [58:21]
7 Surah Al-Anfal [8:52]
% Surah Al-Bagarah [2:255]
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In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says:
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“Allah is very Gracious and Kind to His slaves. He gives provisions to whom He wills. And
He is the All-Strong, the All-Mighty.™*

NO. 05 There is no ﬂeeing except to Him and there is no refuge nor escape for
the slave except with Him.

In Surah Adh-Dhariyat, Allah says:
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“So flee to Allah (from His Torment to His Mercy -Islamic Monotheism). Verily, I
[Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] am a plain warner to you from
Him.™°

NO. 06 He does whatever He wills. Nothing in this universe takes place whether
it is movement or stillness, elevation or debasement, honor or dishonor,
giving or preventing, except that it occurs by His permission.

In Surah Al-A'raf, Allah says:
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“Surely, His is the Creation and Commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin
(mankind, Jinn and all that exists)™™

9 Surah Ash-Shura [42:19]
" Surah Adh-Dhariyat [51:50]
" Surah Al-A'raf [7:54]
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It is for this reason that the word 4L Y138 Y s Y (There is no might or power
except by Allah) is a noble matter which has a great position and effect.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to Abu Musa Al-
Ash'ari (may Allah be pleased with him):

Bal) 5 e SRGB AL VISHE Y5R35 (e 58I

“Be frequent in saying: “There is no might or power except by Allah, (La hawla wa la
quwwata illa billah). For verily, it is a treasure from the treasures of Paradise.

112

It is a word of submission, surrendering and frecing oneself from
all might and power except by Allah. The slave does not own
anything of his affairs and does not have the ability to avert harm.
He does not have the power to bring forth goodness, except by
the permission of Allah. He cannot move from disobedience to
obedience, nor from sickness to health, weakness to power,
dcficicncy to increase, except by Allah. There is no power for the
slave to uphold any affair of his affairs excepe by Allah.

The belief of the slave in these Names brings forth brokenness and humility between
the Hands of Allah. They result in fear of Him, turning to Him Alone, putting full
reliance on Him and surrendering to His greatness. The slave who believes in these
Names will hand over all his affairs to Allah and free himself from all might and
power except by Allah.

" Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3601
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CHAPTER

29

ASH-SHAHEED (JA.@_MJ\) The Witness
AR-RAQEEB (i yll): The Ever-Watchful

THE NAME ASH-SHAHMHEED has been mentioned in

many places in the Qur'an, and the Name Ar-Raqeeb has been mentioned in three
places, one of which is coupled with the Name Ash-Shaheed.

Ash-Shaheed is the One Who sees everything, there is nothing hidden from Him. He
hears all sounds, whether hidden or loud. He sces all things, whether minute or
great, small or big. His knowledge encompasses everything and He is a Witness for
or against His slaves, depending on their actions.

Ar-Ragecb is the One Who is watchful over what is concealed in the chests (hearts),
the One Who recompenses every soul in accordance to what it has earned. He is the
One Who protects His creation and manages them with the best organization and
most perfect management. He is watchful over the slaves with His seeing and
nothing is hidden from Him. He is watchful over what is heard with His hearing
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which encompasses everything, and He is watchful over all His creation by His
knowledge which also encompasses everything.

These two Names are similar in meaning; however, the Name Ar-Rageeb entails
watchfulness over inner-thoughts.

Being observant of the watchfulness of Allah is one of the noblest
actions of the heart and it is to worship Allah by His Names Ar-
Rageeb and Ash-Shahced. When a person is mindful of his
thoughts, utterances and actions, he will reach the level of Thsan
(pcrfcction), which is to Worship Allah as if one sees Him and if
this cannot be reached, then know verily Allah sees him.

In Surah Al-Ahzab, Allah says:
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“And Allah is Ever a Watcher over all l:hings”“"

To be aware of Allah’s watchfulness requires a presence of heart that is away from
heedlessness and is in perpetual remembrance of Allah. This brings forth happiness
of the heart, expansion of the chest and coolness of the eyes. This is a hastened
delight which the slave receives in this world before the next.

"3 Surah Al-Ahzab [33:52]
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CHAPTER

25

AL-MUHAYMIN (saeal):
The Watcher Over His Creatures

AL-MUHEET (dausall):
The All-Encompassing
AL-MUQEET (&_\ASAS\) The Nourisher
AL-WAASI (cu\jj\) The Most Vast

'I‘ HE NAM E AL-M UH AYMI N is mentioned once in the
Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr:

77 -~
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the righf to be worshipped but He)
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above

N4

all that rhcy associate as partners with Him.

Al-Muhaymin is the One Who sces the hidden matters and the secrets of the heart,
and the One Who encompasses everything with His knowledge. He witnesses the
actions of the creation and is watchful over what they produce of utterances and
deeds. Nothing they do is absent from Him; not even the weight of an atom in the
heavens or the earth escapes Him.

The Name Al-Muheet is mentioned several times in different contexts throughout
the Qur'an. In Surah An-Nisaa', Allah says:
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“And to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. And Allah is Ever
Encompassing all things.™

This Name is indicative of Allah’s encompassment of everything by His knowledge,
ability and dominance. In Surah At—Talaq, Allah says:
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"+ Surah Al-Hashr [59:23]
"5 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:126]
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“...that you may know that Allah has power over all things, and that Allah surrounds
(comprehends) all things in (His) Knowledge.™®

Allah encompasses all His creation by His knowledge; therefore,
not even an atoms Wcight from His creation escapes Him. He
encompasses everything by His ability; therefore, nothing in the
heavens or the carth can render Him incapable. He encompasses
everything by His dominance; therefore, nothing has the ability to
escape or flee from Him. In Surah Ar-Rahman, Allah says:
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“O assembly of Jinn and men! If you have power to pass beyond the zones of the heavens and
the earth, then pass (them)! But you will never be able to pass them, except with authority

(from Allah)!™7

The Name Al-Mugeet is mentioned once in the Qur'an, in Surah An-Nisaa*
q bl
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“Whosoever intercedes for a good cause will have the reward thereof, and whosoever

intercedes for an evil cause will have a share in its burden. And Allah is Ever All-Able to do
(and also an All-Witness to) everything.™*

Al-Mugeet is the One Who delivers nourishment to all that exists. He delivers their
provision to them and disposes it according to His will, which is based on perfect

"¢ Surah At-Talaq [65:12]
"7 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:33]
"® Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:85]
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wisdom and praise. He sends down what nourishes His creation and divides their
provision amongst the small and big, the rich and poor and the strong and weak. In
Surah Fussilat, Allah says:
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“He placed therein (i.e. the earth) firm mountains from above it, and He blessed it, and
measured therein its sustenance (for its dwellers) in four days equal (i.e. all these four days'

7119

were equal in the lcngth of time), for all those who ask (about ics creation).

He measured therein what its pcop]c need of provision, the p]accs that bring
forth plants wherein seeds (i.e. their nourishment) can be sown, and what is
suitable for their livelihood of goods, trees, and benefits.

Allah, Al-Mugeet is the One Who surrounds His slaves and their conditions by His
knowledge. He encompasses what they need from Him and He encompasses them
with His ability, for He is able to do everything. He is in control of their protection,
provision and sustenance. He nourishes their bodies with food and provision and
nourishes the hearts of those whom He wills with knowledge and faich.

The Name Al-Waasi’ is mentioned in many places in the Qur'an and it refers to the
One Who is vast in His Attributes and what pertains to them; therefore, no one can
praise Him enough. Rather, He is as He praised Himself. He is vast in His greatness,
dominion, kingdom, bounty and goodness, and He is great in His giving and
generosity.

Allah says regarding the vastness of His mercy and knowledge in Surah Ghafir:
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“Our Lord! You comprehcnd all things in mercy and knowlcdge’

7120

"9 Surah Fussilat [41:10]
> Surah Ghafir [40:7]
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Furthermore, He says rcgarding His vastness in provision:
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“But if they separate (by divorce), Allah will provide abundance for every one of them from
His Bounty. And Allah is Ever All—Sufﬁ'cient for His creatures' needs, All-Wise.”™

His vastness in Forgivcncss:
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“ Verily, your Lord is of vast forgivcness.”

122

charding the vastness of His reward, Allah says:
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“The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah is as the likeness of a grain
(of corn); it grows seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives manifold
increase to whom He pleases. And Allah is All—Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-
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Knower.

" Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:130]
> Surah An-Najm [53:32]
5 Surah Al-Bagarah [2:261]
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From the descriptions of Allah’s Name Al-Waasi’ is that He is vast with His slaves in
their religion, so He does not burden them beyond their scope. He wants ease for
them and not hardship. In Surah A]—Baqarah, Allah says:
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“Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope.

4 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:286]
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CHAPTER

24

AL-HAFEEDH (Ja8s1)): The Preserver

.
3

AL-HAAFIDH (181 The Protector

THESE TWO GREAT NAMES signify that Allah is

attributed with protecting and preserving.

NO. 01 Allah, Al-Hafeedh preserves all  information by His knowledge;
therefore, nothing is absent from Him. The opposite of that is
forgetfulness, which Allah has negated from Himself due to His perfect
knowledge and protection. In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah mentions what Musa
[Moses (peace be upon him)] said to Fir'aun (Pharaoh).
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“[He (Musa (peace be upon him))| said: ‘The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a
Record. My Lord is neither unaware nor He forgets,”™

He preserves the deeds of His creation, enumerates their utterances, and knows
their intentions and what is inside their breasts. Nothing is absent from Him and
nothing is hidden from Him. He has written everything in the Preserved Tablet.

In addition to thﬁt, He has Cntrustcd ﬂﬂgC]S as nob]c scribcs to preserve thC dCCdS OF

His slaves. In Surah Al-Infitar, Allah says:
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“But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of mankind) to watch you.

WeSurs

“Kiraman (honorable) Katibin writing down (your deeds).”

(O g

128
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“Thcy know all that you do.

NO. 02 Allah, Al-Haafidh protects of all His creation in the heavens and carth
and what is between them in order for them to remain for the period of
their existence. They neither vanish, nor are they neglected. They do not
shake, nor does any part fall on top of another. It is not heavy for Him,
nor does any of it render Him incapable.

He protects the sky from Fa”ing on the earth, as He says in Surah Al—Hajj:

5 Surah Ta-Ha [20:52]

26 Surah Al-Infitar [82:10]
27 Surah Al-Infitar [82:11]
28 Surah Al-Infitar [82:12]
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“He withholds the heaven ﬁ’om falling on the earth except by His Leave.

His protection encompasses the rcsponsibility He has taken for preserving His

Mighty Book.

In Surah Al-Hijr, regarding the Qur'an, Allah says:

(5 kad 65 SNTF526)

“Verily We: It is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) and surely, We will
guard it (from corruption).™

The Qur'an is not made longer by the distortion of letters, nor has a substitute been
exchanged with it; not a letter has been changed. Despite the length of days and
prolongment of time, the Qur'an has remained as it was revealed upon the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). It will continue to remain preserved by
the protection of Allah.

Morcover, Allah, Al-Haafidh is the One Who protects His creation from all they
dislike. His protection is of two kinds, general and special.

Allah protects His creation by facilitating food, drink and air. In addition, He
guides them to what is beneficial for them and to that which He has ordained
for them in terms of their needs. This protection includes both the good-doer
and evil-doer as well as the animals and those besides them.

Morcover, Allah has entrusted angels to protect the children of Adam by His
command. In Surah Ar-Ra'd, Allah says:

29 Surah Al—H:ljj [22:65]
% Surah Al-Hijr [15:9]
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“For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and behind him. They guard him by
the Command OfAllah,”"i'

This protection is particularly for the believers. In addition to the prcvious]y
mentioned protection, Allah protects their faith from deviating doubts,
harrowing trials and destructive temprtations. He grants them wcl]—bcing from
all that. He protects them from their enemies from amongst the Jinn and
mankind by supporting them against them and by repelling the plots and
plans of their enemies. In Surah Al—Hajj, Allah says:
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“Truly, Allah defends those who believe.”

Allah’s defense of the slave is in accordance to the level and state of his belief. For
this reason, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) instructed Ibn
'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them):

«JLA&; ) Jasd)

“Be mindful of Allah (guard His commands) and He will protect you.”*

This means to guard the commandments of Allah by acting upon
them, His prohibitions by abstaining from them and the limits He
has set by not transgressing them. If one does this, Allah will
protect them and their religion, wealth, children and all that He
has granted them of His bounty.

B3 Surah Ar-Ra’d [13:11]
% Surah Al-Hajj [22:38]
% At-Tirmidhi no. 2516
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Allah praises His slaves who preserve His rights and limits. This entails preservation
of ones Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) from its nullifiers and diminishers
and preservation of the symbols of Islam (especially the prayer). It also includes
protection of one’s hearing, sight, heart, and private parts and everything else Allah
has commanded His slaves to protect. He made the reward for doing so, His

protection and defense of them and His guarding them against every harmful matter
and calamity. Allah says in Surah At-Tawbah:
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“and who observe the limits set by Allah (do all that Allah has ordained and abstain from all
kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has forbidden). And give glad tidings to the

believers.”*

And there is no protector for the slave, cither in his religion or his worldly affairs,
except Allah. Allah says in Surah Yusuf:
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“But Allah is the Best to guard, and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy.”®

3 Surah At-Tawbah [9:112]
35 Surah Yusuf [12:64]
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CHAPTER

25

AL-WALIY (szﬁj\) The Guardian
AL-MAWLA (LAJ—J\) The Supporter

THESE TWO NAMES have been mentioned in many places
in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-Hajj:

AL R 2

“and hold fast to Allah [i.e. have confidence in Allah and depend upon Him in all your
affairs| He is your Mawla (Patron, Lord, etc.), what an Excellent Mawla (Patron, Lord, etc.)
and what an Excellent Helper™**

3¢ Surah Al-Hajj [22:78]
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This is Allah’s guarding and managing of affairs for all His creation and His
decree upon His slaves of what He wants of good and evil, benefit and harm.
It is the affirmation of the meanings of Al-Mulk (Kingship) completely to
Allah. All His slaves are subject to His commands; there is no escape for any
one of them from the authority of His will and the expanse of His ability.
This is 2 matter which applics to the believer and the disbeliever, the good—
doer and evil-doer. Allah says in Surah Al-An'am:
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“Then they are returned to Allah, their Mawla [True Master (God), the Just Lord]. Surely,
His is the Judgement and He is the Swiftest in taking account.™

The meaning that Allah is the Waliy of the disbelievers is that He is their Owner
Who manages their affairs as He wills, and this does not contradict the statement of
Allah in Surah Muhammad:
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“That is because Allah is the Mawla (Lord, Master, Helper, Protector, etc.) of those who

believe, and the disbelievers have no Mawla (lord, master, helper, protector, etc.).”*

The allegiance which is negated here is the allegiance of love, success, victory, and
support. This is cxclusivcly for the believer, and the disbelievers have no share in it.
On the contrary, their share is deprivation and their Waliy is the Shaytan, and their
Mawla is the Hell-Fire.

37 Surah Al-An'am [6:62]
3 Surah Muhammad [47:11]
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In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says:
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“By Allah, We indeed sent (Messengers) to the nations before you (O Muhammad), but

Shaymn (Satan) made their deeds fair—sceming to them. So he (. Shaycan) is their \X/aliy
(helper) today (i.e. in this world), and theirs will be a painful torment.™

This type of allegiance is mentioned in both the Qur'an and the Sunnah
[practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]. It is a
great guardianship and a noble allegiance which Allah has singled out for His
believing slaves who are obedient and have Taqwa (piety/fear).

This special allegiance includes His care and gentleness with His believing slaves,
and His guiding them to being nurtured upon faith and being kept away from the
paths OFmisguidancc and loss. Allah says in Surah A]—Baqarah:
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“Allah is the Waliy (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out from
darkness into light. But as for those who disbelicve, their Auliyaa’ (supporters and helpers)
are Taghut [false deities and false leaders, etc.]; they bring them out from light into darkness.

7140

Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.

39 Surah An-Nahl [16:63]
“#° Surah Al-Baqarah [2:257]
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And it includes forgiveness of the believers’ sins and their being shown mercy. Allah
mentions what Musa [Moses (peace be upon him)] said in Surah Al-A'raf:
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“You are our Waliy (Protector), so forgive us and have Mercy on us, for You are the Best of
those who forgive.”““

It also includes support and victory against their (the believers) enemies. In Surah
Al-Bagarah:
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“You are our Mawla (Patron, Supporter and Protector, etc.) and give us victory over the

disbelicving people,”'u

And it includes Allah’s favor upon them (the believers) on the Day of Judgement by
entering them into Paradise and saving them from Hell-Fire. In Surah Al-An'am:
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“For them will be the home of peace (Paradise) with their Lord. And He will be their Waliy
(Helper and Protector) because of what they used to do.”*

Allah has made it clear in the Qur'an how His special believing slaves attained His
special allegiance. In Surah Yunus:
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“ Surah Al-A'raf [7:155]
> Surah Al-Bagarah [2:286]
3 Surah Al-An'am [6:127]
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“No doubt! Verily, the Auliyaa’ of Allah [i.e. those who believe in the Oneness of Allah and
fear Allah much (abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden), and
love Allah much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)], no fear shall come

upon them nor shall they grieve,”*
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“Those who believed (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism), and used to fear Allah
much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing righteous deeds).”*
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“For them are glad tidings in the life of the present world (i.e. a righteous dream seen by the

person himself or shown to others) and in the Hereafter. No change can there be in the Words
of Allah. This is indeed the supreme success.”

The spccial allegiancc of Allah cannot be attained except with
truthful belief and Taqwa (piety/fear) of Allah in both secret and
open, and striving to draw closer to Allah through performing the
ob]igations of Islam and recommended acts in the 1‘c]igi0n, as
narrated in the Hadich:
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44 Surah Yunus [10:62]
5 Surah Yunus [10:63]
146 Surah Yunus [10:64]
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Allah said: ‘T will declare war
against him who shows hostility to a pious worshipper of Mine. And the most
beloved things with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have enjoined
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil
(praying or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till T love him; so I become
his sense of hearing with which he hears, and his sense of sight with which he sees,
and his hand with which he grips, and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks
Me, I will give him, and if he asks My protection (Refuge), I will protect him; (i.c.
give him My Refuge) and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the
soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to disappoint him.™7

The best of Allah’s allies are His Prophets. And the best among the Prophets are the
Messengers, and the best among the Messengers are the Messengers of
determination, and the best among them is our Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). He is the seal of all Prophets, the leader of the
Messengers and the master of all the sons of Adam. Allah made him a differentiating
factor between His allies and enemies. Therefore, whoever claims to love Allah
cannot be considered an a”y of Allah if he does not believe in the Prophct (pcacc
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and what he came with and follow him openly
and secretly. On the contrary, whoever opposes the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) is one of the enemies of Allah and an ally of the Shaytan. In
Surah Aal-Imran, Allah makes it clear that He loves whoever follows His Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him):
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and bl essings of Allah be upon him) to mankindJ: If you (reall )
love Allah then follow me, Allah will love you™**

147 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6502
% Surah Aal-Tmran [3:31]
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Many people assume they or others are from the allies of Allah, whilst they are not
in reality. The Jews and the Christians claim they are the allies of Allah and His
beloved ones, and only they can enter Paradise. The polytheists from the Arabs
claimed that they were the people of Allah because they lived in Makkah and were
neighbors to the House of Allah. Allah says regarding them in Surah Al-Anfal:
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“And why should not Allah punish them while they stop (men) from Al-Masjid-al-Haram,
and they are not its guardians? None can be its guardian except Al-Muttaqun, but most of
them know not.”*

Not everyone who claims to be an ally of Allah and makes a show of it is one of His
allies. His allies are the believers, the Muttageen (pious slaves who fear Allah much),
those who protect their obligatory acts of Worship and stay away from the major
sins and prohibitions. Whoever claims he is a Waliy whilst he does not fulfil the
obligatory acts of worship or abstain from the prohibitions, but instead comes with
what is contrary to that or claims that the obligation to fulfil chem has been
dropped upon him or the like, then this is of the ways of the people of deviation and
he is, in truth, a Waliy of the Shaytan. For surely, the allies of Allah are those whose
actions are reformed because of their obedience. Allah says in Surah Al-A'raf:
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“ Verily, my Waliy (Protector, Supporter, and Helper, etc.) is Allah Who has revealed the
Book (the Qur'an), and He protects (supports and helps) the righteous.™°

149 Surah Al-Anfal [8:34]
% Surah Al-A'raf [7:196]
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CHAPTER

26

AL-AWWAL, AL-AKHIR
(AY U ).
The First and The Last

ADH-DHAAHIR, AL-BAATIN

(Ll ).
The One Above Everything
and The One Near Everything

'I’ H E S E F L) U R N A M E S hAVC bCCl’l grouped together in one

place in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hadid:
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“He is the First (nothing is before Him) and the Last (nothing is after Him), the Most High
(nothing is above Him) and the Most Near (nothing is nearer than Him). And He is the All-
Knower of cvcrything. 715t

The following narration of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
best explains these Beautiful Names and clarifies their meanings:
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Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with her) came to the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) asking him for a servant. So he (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said to her: “Say: ‘O Allah, Lord of the Seven Heavens and the Lord of
the Magnificent Throne, our Lord, and the Lord of everything, Revealer of the
Tawrah, the Injil, and the Qur'an, Splitter of the seed-grain and the date-stone, I
seck refuge in You from the evil of everything that You are holding by the forelock.
You are the First, for there is nothing before You, and You are the Last, for there is
nothing after You. And You are Adh-Dhaahir, for there is nothing above You. And
You are Al-Baatin, for there is nothing below You. Relieve me from debt and enrich
me from poverty).”*

In this comprchensive supplication, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) clarified the meaning of every Name and negated its opposite meaning.

The meanings of these four Names revolve around Allah’s
encompassment  of His creation with two types of
encompassment; Time and Place.

5t Surah Al-Hadid [57:3]
5> Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3481
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Allah is the First and precedes everything in being first and He is the Last and
remains after everything. Therefore, there is nothing that is first except Allah comes
before it and there is nothing that is last except Allah comes after it, and chis is
encompassment by time.

He encompasses all that is above and all that is below. There is nothing high and
apparent except Allah is higher and there is nothing hidden except Allah is closer to
it, and chis is encompassment by placc.

Allah is the Most High and there is nothing above Him. He rose over His Noble
Throne which is the ceiling of all the creation and the highest of all creation, yet He
is above it. His Highness means that He is above all things.

Allah is Al-Baatin; He encompasses all things by being closer to them than they are
to themselves. This indicates His perfect watchfulness over what is secret and
hidden, and over the minutest of affairs and concealed matters. His Highness does
not veil His Nearness; racther what is hidden is apparent to Him, and what is unseen
is seen to Him, and what is far is near to Him, and whatever is secret is open to

Him.

When the Muslim knows these great Names and what they indicate of perfection,
greatness, and encompassment, it is obligatory for him to deal with each Name with
what it necessitates Of‘humility and servitude.

When he knows Allah is the First, he will single Him out with humility. He will curn
to Him Alone and not turn to or rely on anyone besides Him. He will free himself
from attachment to the means, for Allah’s grace precedes all means.

When he knows Allah is the Last, he will make Him his utmost goal because to Him
belongs the end. He will not place his trust in the means since he knows the means
will end, whilst Allah will remain. He will actach himself to the Ever-Living Who
never dies, the One Who remains and does not perish.

When he knows Allah is above everyching, managing his affairs, and that all deeds rise

to Him, he will direct his heart to Him and be in complctc humility and submission
before Him. Allah says in Surah Al-Hajj:
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“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no

partners or rivals with Him), and what l:hey (the polyrheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil
(falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”

:,,J’” Halaws
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The heart of the one who does not believe Allah is above all things is lost and
scattered and does not have a direction to turn to.

When the person knows that Allah is the Most Near and that He knows all that is
secret and hidden, he will purify his soul, rectify his hidden inner-state, and forrify
his heart with faith and Tagwa (picty/fear).

These four Names are collective of the knowlcdgc of Allah and the servitude to Him.
They also dispel the destructive whispers of Shaytan which he casts into the heart of
the human in order to destroy him and divert him from faith:
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Abu Zumayl said: “I asked Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them), saying:
‘What is that I find in my breast?” He asked: “What is it? I replied: ‘T swear by Allah,
I cannot speak about it.” He asked me: ‘s it something doubtful?” and he laughed. He
then said: ‘No one could escape that, until Allah, the Exalted, revealed: ‘If you are in
doubt as to what We have revealed unto you, and ask those who have been reading
the Book from before you.” He said: “If you find something in your heart, say: ‘He is

5 Surah Al-Hajj [22:62]
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the First and the Last, the Evident and the Immanent (inherent), and He has full
knowledge of all things.”™*

5+ Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 5110, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan
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CHAPTER

27

AL-HAKEEM (e.\SAj‘) The Most Wise
AL-HAKAM (?SAM) The Judge

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-HAKEEM has

een mentioned approximately one hundred times in the Qur'an.
b dapp ly hundred he Qur’

NO. 01 Regarding perfect judgement, this Name affirms chat judgement
belongs to Allah Alone and that He judges among His slaves as He wills.
He executes what He wills; no one can repel His decision, and no one

can put back His decrees. In Surah Ac-Teen, Allah says:

=
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“Is not Allah the Best of judges?"»

There is none who reviews the judgements of Allah, unlike people who review one
another in their judgements. Allah says in Surah Ar-Ra'd:
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“And Allah judges, there is none to put back His Judgement and He is Swift at reckoning.™*

His judgement for His creation is executed with none being able to reject it.

Affirming judgement to Allah entails the affirmation of all His Names and
Atcributes because no one can be a judgc except if he hears, sces, knows, is well-
acquaintcd7 spcaks, manages affairs, and so forch.

Attributing judgcmcnt to other than Allah is rcjcctcd because only Allah is pcrfcct

in atcributes, to Whom the command belongs and in Whose Hands is the managing
of affairs. In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says:
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“And in whatsoever you differ, the decision thereof is with Allah (He is the ruling Judge).”’

Thus, the One to Whom these attributes belong is the One worthy of legislating and
making matters lawful and unlawful, just as He Alone deserves to be singled out
with humility and submission. Allah says in Surah Yusuf:

' Surah At-Teen [95:8]
¢ Surah Ar-Ra'd [13:41]
'57 Surah Ash-Shura [42:10]
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“The command (or judgement) is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship
none but Him (i.e. His Monotheism); that is the (true) straight religion, but most men know

not 7158

NO. 02 Regarding Allah’s perfect wisdom, it is affirmed to Him in His creation,
commands and legislation. He places matters in their correct places and
sends them down in their correct positions.

As for wisdom in creation; He created the creation in cruth, comprised of truth,
with its end and purpose bcing all in cruch. He brought them into existence in the
best system, organized everything with perfection, and gave each creature the form
which is suitable for it. If the minds of all creation gathered to develop the like of
what exists, thcy would not be able to do it.

In Surah An-Naml, Allah says:
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“The Work of Allah, Who perfected all things™>

As for wisdom in His commandments and rulings, He is the One Who legislated the
laws. He sent down the Books and sent Messengers in order for His slaves to know
and worship Him. He did not create them carelessly, nor did He bring them into

existence in vain. On the contrary, He created them for the most complete and
noble purpose.

58 Surah Yusuf [12:40]
% Surah An-Naml [27:88]
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Knowing Allah and worshipping Him Alone without any partners
is the purpose of creation and unrestrictedly the greatest blessing
of Allah upon His slaves. It is the most perfect happiness, success
and delight of the hearts and souls, and it is the sole means of
attaining eternal happiness and everlasting success.

In addition to this, Allah’s laws are comprised of all goodness. His news fills the
heart with knowlcdgc and correct belief by which it is made upright and away from
deviation. All His commandments are beneficial and bring forth beautiful manners,
noble qualities, righteous deeds, purified obedience and perfect guidance. All His
prohibitions are in harmony with the correct mind and sound natural disposition.
He does not prohibit anything except what is harmful for people in their minds,
manners, chastity, bodies, and wealth.

From Allah’s judgement and wisdom is that He recompenses the good-doer with
goodness and the evil-doer with evil. In Surah Ar-Rahman, Allah says:

() Gy poayis 35

“Is there any reward for good other than good?*

In Surah Ar-Rum, Allah says:

“Then evil was the end of those who did evil™

> Surah Ar-Rahman [55:60]
‘" Surah Ar-Rum [30:10]
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CHAPTER

20

AL-MUMIN (1 gall):
The Verifier of the Truth and The Giver of
Security

AS-SAADIQ (‘_33\.».4”) The Truthful

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-MU'MIN is

mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr:
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His
creatures, the /\ll—/\/lighty, the Compellcr, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! ( High is He) above

»162

all that they associate as partners with Him.

The meaning of Iman (faith) refers to affirmation and acknowledgement that
necessitates guidancc, afﬁrming the truthfulness of the truchful and cstab]ishing
proofs for it. Allah is Al-Mu'min, Who is as He praised Himself and above what His
slaves praise Him. Al-Mu'min is the One Who singles Himself out with Oneness by
His statement in Surah Aal-Tmran:
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“Allah bears witness that La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)™*

There is no greater and nobler witness than Allah, the Lord of all chat exists, for che
greatest matter that is witnessed; that which is the Tawheed (Oneness) of Allah and
making the religion exclusive for Him.

Also, from this meaning is what is narrated in the following Hadith:

WHEN THE SLAVE SAYS
(aumd) JE 13)):
BEREP IRV
La ilaha illallahu wa Allahu Akbar

“None has the right to be worshipped
but Allah and Allah is the Most Great”

ALLAH SAYS
(Jas 3o 81 Ok ):
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“My slave has spoken the truth; there is
none worthy of worship except Me, and
I am the Most Great.”

> Surah Al-Hashr [59:23]
' Surah Aal-Tmran [3:18]
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La ilaha Illallah wahdahu

“There is mnone worthy of worship
except Allah Alone”

23 W A Y e Gua

“My slave has spoken the truth; chere is
none worthy of worship except Me,
Alone.”
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La ilaha illallahu la sharika lahu

“There is mnone worthy of worship
Allah  with no

associate.”

CXCCPC partncr or
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“My slave has spoken the truth; there is
none worthy of worship except Me,
with no partner or associate.”
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La illah illallah, lahul mulku wa lahul
hamdu

“There is mnone worthy of worship
except Allah, all dominion is His and all
praise is to Him.”

Gl Ju YAl Y e Gua
Axall

“My slave has spoken the truth; chere is
none of worthy of worship except Me,

all dominion is Mine and all praise is
due to Me.”

ALY Y5 05 Y38 9 A Y

La illaha illallah, la hawla wa la quwwata

illa billah

“There is none worthy of worship and
there is no power and no strength
except with Allah.”

CHAPTER 28

Y3058 Y3 YA Y pae Gaa

“My slave has spoken the truth; there is
none worthy of worship except Me, and
there is no power and no strength
except with Me.”
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Whoever is blessed with (the ability to say) them (these words) at the time of death,
the Fire will not touch him.*+

This is a great testimony from Allah Himself for His Oneness.

[bn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “And of His Names is the
Name Al-Mumin, which in one of the two explanations means Al-Musadiq ($xaall):
He is the One Who confirms the truth of His Messengers and Prophets in what they
convey from Him, and testifies they are truthful with evidences which prove their

truthfulness.”®

Allah informed (and all that He informs us and says is the truth) that His slaves will
surely sec signs in the universe and in themselves which prove to them that the
revelation that the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) conveyed
is the cruth. Allah says in Surah Fussilat:
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“We will show them Our Signs in the universe and in their ownselves, until it becomes
manifest to them that this (the Qur'an) is the truth.™

Al-Mu'min is the One Who grants security to the one in fear. In Surah An-Nur,
Allah says:
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“And He will surely give them in exchange, a safe security after their fear™"

**4 Sahih Ibn Majah, no. 3076, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih
5 (485/3) (Madaarij As-Salikeen) GsSiudl z jla
%@ Surah Fussilat [41:53]
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Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: “Al-Mu'min is the One Who kept

His creation safe from being unjust to them.”

From the impacts of the Name Al-Mu'min is that He fulfils what
He promises His slaves of victory and establishment on earth.

Allah says in Surah A]—Anbiya’:
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“Then We fulﬁ'lled to them, the promise and We saved them and those whom We willed™®

In Surah An-Nur, Allah says:
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“Allah has promised those among you who believe and do righreous good deeds, that He will
certainly grant them succession (to the present rulers) in the earth, as He granted it to those
before them, and that He will grant them the authority to practice their religion, that which
He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam). And He will surely give them in exchange, a safe security
after their fear (provided) they (believers) worship Me and do not associate anything (in

7 Surah An-Nur [24:55]
S Tafseer Ibn Kathir 105/8
' Surah Al-Anbiya’ [21:9]
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worship) with Me. But whoever disbelieved after this, they are the Fasiqun (rebellious,
disobedient to Allah).”'7°

From the impacts of this Name is that He gives security to His believing slaves from
His torment and punishmcnt and admics them into the Gardens of Dc]ight as He
has promised them. In Surah Al-An'am, Allah says:
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“It is those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah and worship none but Him Alone) and
confuse not their belief with Thulm (wrong, i.e. by worshipping others besides Allah), for
them (only) there is security and rhey are the guided.”‘7'

The Name of Allah, As-Saadiq is mentioned once in the Qur'an in Surah Al-An‘am:
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“And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and We
forbade them the fat of the ox and the sheep except what adheres to their backs or their
entrails, or is mixed up with a bone. Thus, We recompcnsed them for their rebellion

[committing crimes like murdering the Prophets, eating of Riba (usury), etc.]. And verily, We
are Truthful ™7

CZ\

7% Surah An-Nur [24:55]
7' Surah Al-An'am [6:82]
72 Surah Al-An'am [6:146]
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This means truthfulness in His promises, warnings and everything He informs us.
Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “There is no
doubt Allah promised to reward the obedient and respond to those who ask Him;
He is As-Saadiq, the One Who never breaks His promises. Allah says in Surah An-
Nisaa’
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“Allah’s Promise is the Truth, and whose words can be truer than those of Allah?”7
[End quote]7*

From the impacts of belief in this Name is that the good-doer will not fear injustice,
deprivation, decrease or being burdened, nor will a deed the weight of an atom be
lost because Allah promiscd, and He is As—Saadiq. He will pay all the workers their
wages in full. Even if it is the weight of an atom, Allah will recompense them for it
and He will not squander it. On the contrary, He will multiply it for whomever He
wills and give them a great reward from Himself. As for the sinner, Allah will
recompense him with a bad deed of its like or expiate it for him through repentance,
regret, SOrrow, good deeds or calamities.

73 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:122]
74 (218/1) (Majmoo al-Fatawa) G & gana
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CHAPTER

29

AL-GHANIY (u—"‘j‘) The Most Rich

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-GHANIY is

mentioned eighteen times in the Qur'an. In Surah Fatir, Allah says:

(SPAlEATART S IpRTAAUA L0 e

“O mankind! it is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah is Rich (Free of all wants and
needs), Worthy of all praise.”7”

Allah is Rich in His Essence. To Him belongs unrestricted perfect richness in all
aspects because of His perfection and the perfection of His Attributes, to which no
deficiency touches in any respect. It is not possible for Him to be less than Rich, as
richness is an essential part of His Essence. He is free of need from all of creation. It
is not possible except for all of them to be poor and to need Him in every way. They

75 Surah Fatir [35:15]
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are not free of need of His goodness, generosity, managing of affairs and His general
and special nurturing for even a blink of an eye. Everything in the heavens and earth
are slaves to Him, subdued under His power and authority, and subjcctcd to His
will. If He were to destroy them all, it would not reduce from His might, ability,
dominion, lordship or divinity, even the weight of an atom.

From the perfection of His richness is that He neither benefits from the obedience
of the obedient, nor is He harmed by the disobedience of the disobedient. If all che
inhabitants of the earch were to believe, it would not increase anything to His
dominion, and if all of them were to disbelieve, it would not diminish anything from
His dominion. In Surah An-Naml, Allah says:
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“And whoever is grateful, truly, his gratitude is for (the good of) his ownself, and whoever is
ungrateful, (he is ungrateful only for the loss of his ownself). Certainly! My Lord is Rich
(Free of all wancs), Bounciful.™7°

From the perfection of His richness is that the spending and the generosity of His
slaves in His way and for His pleasure does not benefic Him at all. Similarly, the
covetousness and the miserliness of His slaves does not harm Him at all. In Surah

Muhammad, Allah says:
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“And whoever is niggardly, itis only at the expense of his ownself But Allah is Rich (Free of
all wants), and you (mankind) are poor. And if you turn away (from Islam and the
obedience of Allah), He will exchange you for some other people, and they will not be your
likes.77

7¢ Surah An-Naml [27:40]
77 Surah Muhammad [47:38]
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From His perfect richness is that He is free from all shortcomings and faules.
Whoever attributes any sort of imperfection to Allah has negated His Attribute of
richness. In Surah Yunus, Allah says:
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“They (Jews, Christians and pagans) say: ‘Allah has begotten a son (children).” Glory be to

Him! He is Rich (Free of all wanes). His is all that is in the heavens and all that is in the
earth.™7®

From the perfection of His richness is that He is free from having partners or rivals.
How can something made of dust be equal to the Lord of the lords? How can one
who is poor, weak, incapable and needy, be equal to the One Who is rich and able,
Whose richness, ability, dominion, generosity, goodness, knowledge and mercy are
an essential part of His Being? How can the slaves be equal to the Owner of the
necks, to Whom the grasp of all the necks of the slaves are under and subjected to
His disposal? In Surah Al-Maa’idah, Allah says:
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“Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary). Say
[O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]: ‘Who then has the least power

78 Surah Yunus [10:68]
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against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary), his mother, and all

those who are on the earth together? And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and

the earth, and all that is between them. He creates whar He wills. And Allah is Able to do all
things.™7”

From His perfect richness is that all the treasures of the heavens and the earth are in
His Hands, and His generosity upon His creation reaches them day and night. His
Hands give abund:mt]y at all times.

From His pcrfcct richness is that His slaves ask Him at all times and He promises to
respond to them no matter how great their request may be. He commands them to
worship Him and promises them its acceptance and reward. He is vast in favors,
great in giving, and has granted them all they ask, wish for and want.

From the perfection of His richness is that if all the inhabitants of the heavens and
the earth, the first of them and the last of them, were to gather on one plain and ask
Him for all they want at the same time, and He were to give them all their requests,
it would not diminish anything from His richness.

From the perfection of His great richness, which cannot be estimated or described,
is what He opens for the people of Faith in the Gardens of Delight; i.c the kinds of
enjoyment, pleasures and best of favors which no eye has seen, no car has heard, and
which has never crossed the hearts of men.

Whoever knows his Lord with this greac Aceribute will know
himself. Whoever knows his Lord has absolute richness, knows he
has absolute poverty. Whoever knows his Lord has complete
ability, knows he has complete incapability. Whoever knows his
Lord has perfect might, knows he is completely in need. Whoever
knows his Lord has perfect knowledge and wisdom, knows
himself to be ignorant. The slave’s awareness that he is poor to
Allah is the impact of knowing these matters, which is a symbol
oﬂmppincss and success for the slave in this world and the next.

7 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:17]
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CHAPTER

30

AL-KAREEM (?JJSSD The Generous
AL-AKRAM (EJS;\Y\): The Most Generous

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-KAREEM is

mentioned in three places in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-Infitar:

(8 i 50T

“O man! What has made you careless concerning your Lord, the Most Generous?™™

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-AKRAM is

mentioned once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-/Alaq:

8o Surah Al-Infitar [82:6]
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“Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous,™'
Al-Kareem is the One Who is plentiful in goodness and great in benefits and He is

better and more virtuous than everything,

Allah described His Speech (the Qur'an) as Kareem in Surah Al-Wagi'ah:
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“That (this) is indeed an honorable recital (the Noble Qur'an).™®

Plcnty in goodncss and abundant in knowlcdgc

He described His Throne with it, as He says in Surah Al-Mu’'minoon:

“So Exalted be Allah, the True King, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped
bur He), the Lord of the Supreme T hronel™

Beautiful in appearance

® Surah Al-'Alaq [96:3]
** Surah Al-Wagi‘ah [56:77]
% Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:116]
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Allah described His great reward and everlasting delights which He has prepared for
His believing slaves as Kareem. In Surah An-Nisaa’, Allah says:
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‘I f you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do, We shall remic from you, your
(small) sins and admit you to a Noble Entrance (i.e. Paradise).”™*

The Kareem entrance is an entrance that is pure and good, and
sound from all defects, worries, sadness and difficulties.

He also described the abundant goodness and beautiful appearance of the plants as
“Kareem”. In Surah Ash-Shuwaraa, Allah says:
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“Do they not observe the earth, how much of every good kind We cause to grow therein?™®

The word “Karam” is a word which is comprehensive of everything that is good and
praiseworthy and does not merely carry the meaning of ‘giving’. Rather, ‘giving’ is
from the completion of its meaning, and it is for this reason that there are many
statements by scholars regarding the meaning of this Name. It is said:

NO. 01 Al-Kareem is the One plentiful in goodness and giving. For Who has more
goodncss than Allah? Whose ability comprchcnds cvcrything and

Whose giving is vast? Rather, all good is in His hands.

NO. 02 He is the One constant in goodncss. This is true for Allah Alone because
cvcrything will be cut oﬂfcxccpt Allah and His goodncss. He is constant

and continuous in this world and the next.

%4 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:31]
% Surah Ash- Shu'araa [26:7]
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NO. 03 He is the One Who has great estimate and rank. No one can estimate His
estimation, nor can His slaves grasp the true nacure of His pcrfcct
Attributes.

NO.04  He is the One Who is above all defects and shortcomings. He is the only
One Who is truly Al-Quddoos and As-Salaam, whereby no deficiency

touches His Acttributes. He is free from all deficiencies and flaws.

NO. 05 He is the One Who is Generous, The Granter of Blcssings, The Giver of
Favors. In His Hands are the kcys to the heavens and earth and the

treasures of cvcrything. All bounty is in His Hands, He gives it to
whomever He wills, and He is the Owner of great bounty.

In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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“And whomsoever Allah disgmces, none can Honor him. Verily! Allah does what He wills.%

NO. 06 Al-Kareem is the One Who gives without sa’king compensation. This is

not true for anyone except Allah Alone because all the creation, the
dominion and the bestowal is His. His slaves cannot benefit Him in the
least because He is Al-Ghaniy, Al-Hameed (The Most Rich, The Most

Praiseworthy).

NO. 07 He is the One Who gives and He Alone is the Grantor of Blessings without

bcing asked. He began the creation with blessings and enlarged His
bestowal upon them (creation) as a favor and generosity from Him.

NO. 08 He is the One Who gives those who need and those who do not need. He

Alone gives the one in need what he needs and increases it as a bestowal
and a favor from Him.

NO. 09 He is the One Who ﬁzl»/“ills His promise. Everyone who promises may fulfil
the promise or break it with an excuse; a matter may also come between

8¢ Surah Al-Hajj [22:18]
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him and fulfilling the promise. However, the Maker is true to His
promise because of His all-comprehending ability and great dominion.
There is no preventer to what He gives, and no giver to what He

prevents.
NO. 10 He is the One to Whom all needs, lﬂ'g and small, ascend. In Surah Ar-
Rahman:
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“Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day He
has a matter to bring forth (such as giving honor to some, disgrace to some, life to some,
death to some, etc.)!7

NO. 11 He is the One Who does not k/‘brsa/cc those who turn to Him. In Surah Al-
Kahf, Allah says:
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“Verily! As for those who believe and do righteous deeds, certainly! We shall not suffer to be
lost the reward of anyone who does his (righteous) deeds in the most perfect manner.™™

NO. 12 Al-Kareem is the One Who overlooks the sins and f“orgiu’s them. From His

generosity is that there is no sin too great which He cannot forgive.
From His generosity, He bestows and favors the repentant with
repentance and from His generosity, He grants them its acceptance, no
matter how great the sin and how big the crime. He changes the sins of
the repentant to good deeds and He becomes happy with the
repentance of the repentant and the return of those who return to Him.
From His generosity, He is shy to return His hands with nothing when a
slave raises his hands asking Him with humility.

%7 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:29]
%8 Surah Al-Kahf [18:30]
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The greatest means to attain this is by having Taqwa (picty/fear) of Him in both
secret and open. For the most honorable with Allah are His slaves who have the
most Taqwa (picty/fear). In Surah Al-Hujurat, Allah says:
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“Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who has At-Tagwa™®

May Allah make us from the Muttageen (pious slaves who fear Allah much) and His
Auliyaa’, verily He is All-Hearing, All-Responding.

*® Surah Al-Hujurat [49:13]
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CHAPTER

51

AS-SALAAM (adudl):
The Bestower of Peace, The Pure

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AS-SALAAM is

mentioned only once in the Qur'an, in Surah Al-Hashr:
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all dcfecrs, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His
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creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above

7190

all that they associate as partners with Him.

Allah, As-Salaam is the One Who is sound of all faults and imperfections due to the
perfection in His Being, Attributes, and Actions. He is Salaam in His Being from
every flaw and deficiency imaginable. He is Salaam in His Attributes from every
fault and shortcoming, and He is Salaam in His Actions from every flaw, dcf\icicncy,
evil and injustice and from any action occurring without wisdom. He is Salaam from
having a wife and a child, and He is Salaam from having a rival, an equal, and/or a
partner.

This Name comprises all the Attributes of Allah, as they are sound from any fault
and/or deficiency. In explanation and acknowledgment of this, Ibn Al-Qayyim (may
Allah have mercy on him) said: “If you look at cach individual Attribute of His
perfection, you will find that every Attribute is Salaam from what contradicts its

pcrfection.
NO. 01 His /zf< is Salaam from death, drowsiness, and sleep.
NO. 02 Similarly, His Qa_yoomi)ia/l (Sustaining) and Abililj' is Salaam from

tiredness and fatigue.

NO. 03 His Knowledge is Salaam from anything escaping it, from forgetfulness,
and from being reminded or having to think.

NO. 04 His Will is Salaam from being independent of wisdom and benefit.

NO. 05 His Words are Salaam from lies and injustice. On the contrary, His
words are complcte in truth and justice.

NO. 06 His Richness is Salaam from need of other than Him. Rather, everything
besides Him is in need of Him, whilst He is free of need.

NO. 07 Allah’s Kingdom is Salaam from having an opponent in it, a rival, a

helper or supporter, or an intercessor with Him without His
permission.

9 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23]
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NO. 08

NO. 09

NO. 10

NO. 12

NO. 13

NO. 14

CHAPTER 31

His Divinity is Salaam from having to share it with someone. Rather, He

is Allah, the only One deserving to be worshipped.

His Forbearance, Pardoning and Forgiveness are Salaam from being done
out of need or humi]ity, or expecting to receive somcthing back, as is
the case with other than Him. On the contrary, it is done purely out of
His generosity, goodness, and benevolence.

Similarly, His Punishment, Retribution, and the severity of His seizing
and quickness of punishment are Salaam from oppression, gratification,
strictness and  harshness. On the contrary, these accountings are
executed purely out of His wisdom and justice and putting matters in
the correct places. He deserves to be praised for them just as He
deserves to be praiscd for His benevolence, reward, and blcssings. If He
had placed reward in the position of punishment, that would be
contrary to His wisdom and might. Therefore, putting punishment in
its place is out of His praise, wisdom and power. He is Salaam from
what His enemies and the ignorant have falsely imagined of Him.

His Decrees and Estimation are Salaam from play, oppression, and the
thought that its occurrence is Contradictory to pcrfect wisdom.

His Laws and Kcligion are Salaam from contradiction, inconsistency and
disarray. They are Salaam from opposing the interests of His slaves and
being merciful and good to them, and they are Salaam from opposing
His wisdom. Rather, His legislation is entirely wise, merciful, beneficial
and just.

Likewise, Allah’s Giving is Salaam from being given as a compensation
or out of need of the one given to; on the contrary, His Giving is pure
benevolence. His Preventing is Salaam from stinginess and fear of
poverty and is pure in justice and wisdom; not mixed with stinginess or
incapability.

His Rising and Highness above His Throne in a manner that suits His
;\[ajvsty is Salaam from needing it. Rather, the Throne and its bearers
are in need of Him. He is Rich irrespective of the Throne and its
bearers and everything besides Him. Thus, His rising and highness are
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not blemished with confinement nor in need of the Throne or anything
besides it; they are not encompassed by anything (Glorified and Exalted
be He).

His Descending every night to the sky of this world in a manner that suits
His Majesty is Salaam from what contradicts His highness, richness and
perfection; Salaam  from all those who misinterpret and make
resemblances; Salaam from Him bcing underneach anything or
constricted to anything. Exalted be our Lord from everything that
contradicts His perfection and richness.

His Hearing and Sig/u' are Salaam from all those who make resemblances
to Him and all chose who misinterpret.

His Allcgian(‘c is Salaam from iacking humility, as is the case with the
creation when they make allegiances to one another. On the contrary, it
is an allegiance of mercy, goodness, and benevolence, as Allah says in
Surah Al-Isra
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“And say: ‘All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy
(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him with all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar

(Allah is the Most Great)].™"

Similarly, His Love of His allies and those whom He loves is Salaam from
(different than) the love of creation for other creation, such as love with
need, flatcery, or benefit by nearness. It is Salaam from what those who
misinterpret it think.

Likewise, what He has attributed to Himself of Hands and Face is Salaam
from what the resemblers imagine and what the misinterpreters say.

9 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:111]

CHAPTER 31

PAGE 126



Then he (Ibn Al-Qayyim) concluded this entire account by saying: Contemplate
how the Name As-Salaam is comprised of everything which is negated from Him,
Exalted is He. How many have memorized this Name and do not know what it
comprises of these secrets and meanings?™”

Allah, As-Salaam is the Owner of Salaam, the One Who sends Salaam upon His
slaves. He sends peace upon His Messengers and Prophets (may the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon them) because of their faith, perfect worship, and their
conveying of the Message cloquently and clearly. Allah says in Surah An-Naml:
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)[: ‘Praise and thanks be to
Allah, and peace be on His slaves whom He has chosen (for His Message)! Is Allah better, or
(all) that you ascribe as partners (to Him)? (Of course, Allah is Better).”

In Surah As-Saffaat, Allah says:
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“Salamun (peace) be upon Nuh (Noah) (from Us) among the "Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all
that exists)!™94

In Surah As-Saffaat, Allah says:
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“Salamun (peace) be upon Ibrahim (Abraham)!">

9% (137_135/2) (Badaa’ Al-Fawaid) ) gdl) adlay
93 Surah An-Naml [27:59]

9* Surah As-Saffaat [37:79]

5 Surah As-Saffaat [37:109)]
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In Surah As-Saffaat, Allah says:
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“Salamun (peace) be upon Ilyasin (Elias)™*

Also, He is the One Who sends peace upon His servants and allies in Paradise. In
Surah Ya-Scen, Allah says:
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“(It will be said to them): Salamun (peacc be on you), a Word from the Lord (Allah), Most
Merciful ™7

Allah made His Paradise the abode of Salaam with peace and security from death,
sickness, sadness, afflictions, worries, anxiety and grief. In Surah Al-An'am, Allah
says:
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“For them will be the home of peace (Paradise) with their Lord. And He will be their Waliy
(Helper and Protector) because of what they used to do.”™®

He made spreading this Name in this world a means of entrance into the Abode of
Salaam in the Hereafter:

¢ Surah As-Saffaat [37:130]
7 Surah Ya-Seen [36:58]
9% Surah Al-An'am [6:127]
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The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “By Him in
Whose Hand my soul is! You will not enter Jannah until you believe, and you shall
not believe until you love one another. May I inform you of something, if you do,
you love each other. Promote greetings amongst you (by saying: As-salaamu 'alaikum
to one another).”?

99 Riyadh As-Saliheen; Muslim, Book 1 no. 378
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CHAPTER

39

AL-QUDDOOS (s saill).
The Most Holy, The Blessed

AS-SUBBOOH (CM\) The Holy

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-QUDDOOS is

mentioned twice in the Qur'an:

o
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)

the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His
creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above

2200

all that they associate as partners with Him.

NO. 02 In Surah Al-Jumu'ah, Allah says:

A R UGN PR A P
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'U-‘ el
“Whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is on the earth glorifies Allah, the King (of
eva“ything), the Holy, the All—Mighfy, the All-Wise.”™

The Name As-Subbooh is found in the narration, as mentioned by Muslim in his

Sahih:
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"Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to pronounce while bowing and
prostrating himself:
XTI RN P w334 4 33
003 A8 &) e s F sl
Subboohun Quddoos, Rabbul-Malaa'ikati war-rooh
“Perfect and Holy (He is), Lord of the angels and the Rooh (i.. Jibreel)™

20 Qurah Al-Hashr [59:23]
! Surah Al-Jumu'ah [62:1]
** Sahih Muslim no. 487
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In this Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)],
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) combined both Tasbech
(g]oriﬁcation) and Taqdccs (sanctification), as is combined in the statement of the
Angels in Surah Al-Baqarah:
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“While we glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted be You above all that they associate

7203

with You as partners) and sanctify You.

As-Subbooh and Al-Quddoos are two great Names which are indicative of the
negation of all imperfections and defects from Allah, and His being free from
everything that contradices His perfection and negates His greatness, such as
drowsiness, slccp, tiredness, having parents or children, and so forth. Thcy also
denote He is free from resemblance to any of His creation, (Exalted and Sanctified is
He from that).

In Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says:
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“There is norhing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”***

NO. 01 He is free from everything that negates His perfection. To Him belongs

the highest degree of every perfect Accribute. He is ascribed with
perfect knowledge and ability, thus free from everything which negates
it such as forgetfulness and heedlessness, and from an atom’s weight in
the heavens and earth escaping Him, or anything smaller or greater than
that. He is free from incapability, tiredness, exhaustion, and fatigue. He

*% Surah Al-Bagarah [2:30]
24 Surah Ash-Shura [42:11]
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NO. 02

is ascribed with perfect life and Qayoomiyah (Sustaining); thus, free
from what opposes it from death, drowsiness, and sleep. He is ascribed
with complctc justice and richness; thus, free from injustice and h:wing
need for any person. He is ascribed with perfect wisdom and mercy;
thus, free from what is contrary to that of play, jesting, acting or
legislating with what negates wisdom and mercy. Similarly, all His
Attributes are free from what negates and contradicts them.

He is free from rcscmb]ing any of His creation or having a rival in any
way. No matter how great and noble the creation may be, and no matter
how much thcy reach of greatness and pcrfcction which their creation
can reach, there is none among them that can come close to or resemble
the Maker. Rather, all their attributes are annihilated when compared
to the attributes of their Creator and Maker. Evcrything their ateributes
entail of meanings, descriptions, and perfection are given to them by
Allah. He is the One Who created their minds, hearing, sight, outer and
inner strcngth. He is the One Who taught and inspircd them. He is the
One Who made them grow inwardly and outwardly and He is the One
Who perfected them.

Therefore, He is free from what negates His attributes of Majesty, Greatness and

Perfection, and He is free from having an opponent, rival, or anything similar to

Him.

It is important to know that glorifying and sanctifying Allah entails frecing Him

from all evil and flaws, while at the same time affirming all praise and perfection to

Him. The one who denies His attributes (such as His Hearing, Sight, Face, Hands) is

not praiscworthy; racher, his denial is of the utmost disgracc. He is not one of those

who glorify the praises of Allah, rather he is of those who misinterpret, deny, and

reject. He is of those whose words and misinterpretations Allah freed His Noble Self
from in Surah As-Saffaat:
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“Glorlficd be your Lord, the Lord of Honor and Power! (He is frec) from what l:hey actribute

7205

unto Him

*5 Surah As-Saffaat [37:180]
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“And peace be on the Messengers!™®
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“And all the praise and thanks be to Allah, Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that

7207

exists).

Allah sanctified Himself from those who contradicted what the Messengers
attributed to Him and sent Salaam (peace) upon the Messengers because of the
Salaamah (soundness) of what they said with regards to Allah.

Sanctification of Allah, freeing Him from imperfection, and magnifying Him should
be in harmony with what is mentioned in the Qur'an and Sunnah [practice of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)|] and in light of the
understanding of the predecessors of this nation. There are those who deviated in
this matter and fell into different types of falsechood and categorices of misguidancc.
Whomever Allah grants safety from adopting this path in sanctifying Him has been
guidcd to the Straight Path.

Sanctifying Allah from all imperfections is a great worship which is beloved to the
Most Merciful and heavy on the scales, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) said:
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The Messenger of Allah (pcacc and b]cssings of Allah be upon him) said: “There are
two statements that are light for the tongue to remember, heavy on the Scales and
are dear to the Merciful: ‘Subhan Allahi wa bihamdihi, Subhan Allahil-Adheem [G]ory

206 Gurah As-Saffaat [37:181]
*7 Surah As-Saffaat [37:182]
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be to Allah and His is the praise, (and) Allah, the Greatest is free from
imperfection].”®

It is also the praise and glorification of all creations, as Allah says in Surah Al-Isra™
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“The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein glorify Him and there is not a thing
but glorifies His Praise. But you understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever

7209

Forbearing, Oft-Forgiving.

By it, the creation is provided for. This is mentioned in the Hadith [saying of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] when Nuh (peace be upon him)
instructed his son before his death:

Gald 3 14y J6 a3l 43 iaa W alu g adde ) Lo A 50 58 )

4 il ) Al Sy asal GE ce Sl iy dal diagl alle

s“‘

S Y Caags A b Grung 3 cald) Gaoa )Y ) ol sl

£

Gagis A8l K R a1y ) ol lald) G 55 (Frg daaa T 4K
:BJJJLQ_IJ c;@.udSo)\.la\.@_M cad.o;.a}gm\ OEil g o Y\A\J\YUM
SSHy @y e dlEdls eep s K

When the Prophet Nuh (peace be upon him) was dying, he told his son: “I will give
you some instructions. I command you two things and I forbid you two things. I
command you to say: ‘There is no god but Allah. If the seven heavens and the seven
earths were placed on one side of the Scale and “There is no god but Allah’ is placed
on the other side, then it will outweigh the heavens and the earth. And if the seven

28 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6406
* Surah Al-Isra’ [17:44]
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heavens and the seven earths were a dark ring, they would be cut by “There is no god
but Allah.” And ‘Glory be to Allah and by His praise’ is the prayer of everything and
by it cvcrything has its provision. And 1 forbid you to associate others with Allah
and to be proud.””

May Allah make us of those who free Him from all imperfections and affirm His
praises. May we be of those who believe in His Names and Actributes, and who
actualize Tawheed and magnification of Him. He is the All-Hearing, the Ever-

Responding.

»* Al-Adab Al-Mufrad no. 548 and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih
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CHAPTER

55

AL-HAMEED (aweal):
The Most Praiseworthy

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-HAMEED ;s

mentioned seventeen times in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surah Al-Bagarah:
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“And know that Allah is Rich (Free of all wanes), and Worthy of all praise.™

Al-Hameed is the One to whom all praises belong. He is praiseworthy in His Being,
Names, and Accributes. To Him bclong the best of Names and the most pcrfcct of
Attributes. The attribute of praise is the vastest of attributes as all of Allah’s Names
are praiseworthy, all His Attributes are praiseworthy, all His Actions are

** Surah Al-Baqarah [2:267]
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praiseworthy, and all His laws are praiseworthy. His justice is praiseworthy, His
retribution to His enemies is praiseworthy, and His grace and benevolence to His
believing slaves are praiseworthy.

NO. 01 To praise Allah for His benevolence upon His slaves is to show gratitude:
Blcssings obligatc one to praise the One Who bestowed them, and all

blessings are from Allah. This type of praise is witnessed upon all of
creation; the good doer and evil doer, the believer and disbeliever. It is
witnessed in His plentiful gifts, vast giving and mercy, goodness and
gentleness, responding to the invocation of those in need, removing the
distress of those in distress, and initiating the giving of blessings before
being asked purely out of His favor, generosity, and benevolence.

He guidcs His bclicving slaves to the path which leads to Paradise, defends them in
the best way, protects them from falling into sin, adorns faith in their hearts and
makes disbelief, transgression, and disobedience hated to them. He opens the doors
of‘guidancc for them and makes the means which bring them closer to His plcasurc
and away from His wrath known to them.

Thus, to Allah bclongs all praise out ofgmtitudc, and to Him bc]ongs all praise for
His favors. All praise is due to Him for Islam, for faith and for the Qur'an. To Him
belongs praise for family, wealth, well-being and all the blessings He has bestowed in
the past, present, secret and open, whether specifically or generally.

NO. 02 To praise Allah for His Names and Actributes:
Allah praises Himself in His Book for His Lordship over everything that

exists, and He praises Himself for being singled out in being the only
One True God, and He praises Himself for His perfect Names and great
Actributes. He praises Himself for not being described with that which
does not suit Him, such as taking 4 SON Or partner or an associate from
His creation out of need. In Surah Al-Isra’, Allah says:
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“And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy
(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him witch all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar
(Allah is the Most Great)]."™

He praises Himself for His greatness and magnificence. In Surah Al-Jathiyah, Allah

Says:
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“So all the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the earth,
and the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).™

(OF S GRS O RS P

-

“And His (Alone) is the Majesty in the heavens and the earth, and He is the /\ll—Mighty, the
All-Wise™

He praises Himself in many verses in the Qur'an with various
types OFpraisc in order to teach us how to praise Him.

Praise is mentioned in more than forty places in the Qur'an, with some verses
comprising general reasons why He deserves to be praised and others mentioning

specific reasons.

212 Surah A]—ls‘[‘;l’ [‘172111]
*5 Surah Al-Jathiyah [45:36]
*+ Surah Al-Jathiyah [45:37]
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NO. 01 In Surah Al-Fatihah, Allah says:
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that

”215

exists).

NO. 02 In Surah Al-Qasas, Allah says:
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“And He is Allah, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He). His is all
praise in the first: (i.e. in this world) and in the last (the Hereaftcr). And for Him is the

7216

Decision, and to Him shall you (all) be returned.

NO. 03 In Surah Saba’, Allah says:
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all
that is in the earth. His are all the praises and thanks in the Hereafter, and He is the All-
Wise, the All-Aware.”7

5 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:2]
¢ Surah Al-Qasas [28:70]
*7 Surah Saba’ [34:1]
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NO. Ol Praising Allah for the blessing of entering Paradise, as mentioned in
Surah Al-A'raf:
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“and they will say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided us to this, never
could we have found guidance, were it not that Allah had guided us

1218

NO. 02 Praising Allah for granting victory against enemies and protection from

their evil, as mentioned in Surah AI-Muminoon:
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“And when you have embarked on the ship, you and whoever is with you, then say: "All the
praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has saved us from the people who are Dhalimun (i.c.
oppressors, wrong-doers, polytheists, those who join others in worship with Allah, etc.).”

NO. 03 Praising Allah for the blessing of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to
Allah) and worshipping Him alone with sincerity, as mentioned in

Surah Ghafir:

> Surah Al-A'raf [7:43]
9 Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:28]
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“He is the Ever Living, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), so
invoke Him making your worship purely for Him Alone (by worshipping Him Alone, and
none else, and by doing righteous deeds sincerely for Allah’s sake only, and not to show off,
and not to set up rivals with Him in worship). All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the
Lord of the 'Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).”™*

NO. 04 Praising Allah for the gift of children, as mentioned in Surah Ibrahim:
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"All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has given me in old age, Isma'il (Ishmael) and
Ishaque (Isaac). Verily.’ My Lord is indeed the All-Hearer of invocations.”™

NO. 05 Praising Allah for the Dblessing of revealing the Qur'an without
crookedness, as mentioned in Surah Al-Kahf:
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has sent down to His slave [Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him)], the Book (the Qur'an) and has not placed therein any

222

crookedness.

¢ Surah Ghafir [40:65]
* Surah Ibrahim [14:39]
22 Surah Al-Kahf [18:1]
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NO. 06 Praising Allah for His perfection and majesty and for frecing Himself

from faults and defects, as mentioned in Surah Al-Tsra":
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“And say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has not begotten a son (nor an
offspring), and Who has no partner in (His) Dominion, nor He is low to have a Waliy
(helper, protector or supporter). And magnify Him wich all the magnificence, [Allahu Akbar
(Allah is the Most Great)]."™*

Allah opens His Book with praise and opens some of the chapters of the Qur'an with
praise. He began His creation with praise and ended it with praise. Therefore, to
Him belongs all praise, the first and the last. To Him belongs outward and inward
gratitude, and He is Al-Hameed, Al-Majeed (The Praiseworthy, The Majestic).

3 Surah Al-Tsra’ [17:111]
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54

AL-MAJEED (M\) The Most Majestic

THIS GREAT NAME has been mentioned twice in the

Quran:
NO.OI  InSurah Hud, Allah says:
8 K 28755 A s AR 5 Gnsi 16
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“They said: "Do you wonder at the Decree of Allah? The Mercy of Allah and His Blessings be

on you, O the family [of Ibrahim (Abraham)]. Surely, He (Allah) is All-Praiseworthy, All-

Glorious."™

4 Surah Hud [11:73]
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NO. 02 In Surah Al-Burooj, Allah says:
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“And He is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Love (towards the pious who are real true believers of

”25

Islamic Monotheism),
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“Owner of the throne, the Glorious

m26

This is from the Beautiful Names of Allah which are indicative of many Actributes
and do not possess only one meaning. Al-Majeed refers to the One Who is vast in
great Accributes and has many noble Atcributes. Al-Majeed signifies the greatness of
His Actcributes, their abundance and vastness, and the greatness of His dominion
and authority. He is greater and more magnificent and majestic than everything, and
to Him belongs magnification in the hearts of His allies and chosen ones. Their
hearcs are filled with magnifiving Him, cxalting Him, submitting to Him, and
surrendering to His greatness. There is no majesty except His majesty, and no
greatness except His greatness, and no beauty except His beauty. All His Names,
Attributes, Actions, and Statements are majestic. He is majestic in His Being and
Attribures.

Ayat Al-Kursi is the greatest verse in the Qur'an in which five of His Beautiful
Names and over twenty of His Attributes are mentioned. Surah Al-Ikhlas is
equivalent to a third of the Qur'an because it clarifies the Beautiful Names of Allah
and His great Aceributes. Surah Al-Fatihah is the greatest Surah in the Qur'an and
half of it is comprised of praising Allah and declaring Him majestic:
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5 Surah Al-Burooj [85:14]
2¢ Surah Al-Burooj [85:15]
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Allah says: "l have divided prayer between Mvsdf and My slave into two halves, and
My slavc shall have what he has asked for.” The Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Recite, for when the slave says: All the praises
and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all that exists, Allah says: "My slave has praised
Me." And when he says: The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, Allah says: 'My slave

has extolled Me." And when he says: The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge)
of the Day of Recompense (i.c. the Day of Resurrection), Allah says: 'My slave has

o

glorified Me." And when he says: You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask
for help (for each and everything), He says: "This is between Me and My slave, and
My slave shall have what he has asked for. And when he says: Guide us to the
Straight Way, the way of those on whom You have bestowed Your grace, not (the
way) of those who earned Your anger, nor of those who went astray, He says: "This is
for My slave, and My slave shall have what he asked for."7

The entire prayer is based on praise and magnification of The All-Praiseworthy, The
Majestic. When a person rises from Ruku’ (bowingl he says:
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e Rabbanaa [wa] lakal-hamdu hamd-an katheer-an tayyib-an mubaarak-an feeh

o mil-as-samawaati wa mil-al-ardi wa maa baynahumaa wa mil'a maa shi'ta min shay’in
ba'd

e ‘ahl-ath-thanaa’i wal-majd, ahagqu maa qaalal-‘abd, wa kullunaa laka ‘abd

o Allahumma laa maani ‘a li maa a'tayta wa laa mu ‘tiya li maa mana ‘ta wa laa yanfa‘u

dhal-jaddi minkal-jadd

7 Sunan An-Nasaa'i, 909
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e Our Lord, to You belongs all praise, an abundant beautiful blessed praise.

e [a praise] that fills the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, and all that
You will.

e Worthy are You of praise and glory, the truest thing a slave has said (of You) and we are
all Your slaves.

e Allah, none can prevent what You have willed to bestow and none can bestow what You
have willed to prevent, and no wealth or majesty can benefic anyone, as from You is all
wealth and majesty.=

When a person sits for the final Tashahhud, he praises Allah and declares Him
majestic, and ends it by saying:

Baa e Sl
Verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, the Most Majestic.
Therefore, the prayer starts and ends with declaring the praise and majesty of Allah,
and throughout the prayer the praise and majesty of Allah is declared.
Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The best of what is coupled is

the Name A]—Majccd with Al-Hameed, as the :mgc]s said to the houschold of
Ibrahim (peace be upon him):

’ s Y R d }/’/ggl ’7., 7 /’/—i omhh
ﬁ.\baﬁ“j)dﬂ g_,.?‘_) 5»\_)"\&&5}*"“" |
C

(sT'\

‘K‘(\,I "’ } < 0/’1
“They said: "Do you wonder at the Decree of Allah? The Mercy ofAllah and His Blessings be
on you, O the family [of Ibrahim (Abraham)]. Surely, He (Allah) is All-Praiseworthy, All-

Glorious."™

® Sahih Muslim no. 477
*9 Surah Hud [11:73]
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He continued to say: “Al-Hameed is The Beloved One Who is worthy of all perfect
Attributes, and Al-Majeed is The Most Great, The Most Vast, The Most Able, The
Most Rich, The Owner of Majesty and Honor.”

In ending the Tashahhud with the Name of Allah ‘Al-Majeed’,
there is a subtle meaning which Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have
mercy on him) has informed us about. He said: “And contemplate
how this Name is couplcd with asking Allah to send Salat upon
His Messenger (pcacc and b]cssings of Allah be upon him) because
this is a position of secking increment and vast, plentiful, and
continual giving. Thus, a suitable Name was mentioned for this

request.”

This is because Al—Majd (majcsty) is indicative of abundant Accributes ofpcrfcction
and abundant Actions of goodness and giving,

The noblest state and most honorable position for che slave is when He is praising
His Lord, magnifying Him, and dcclaring Him majestic.

Furthermore, greater than that is to recite His majestic words, as Allah says in:

NO. 01 Surah Al—Burooj:
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“Nay! This is a Glorious Qur'an,
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“(Inscribed) in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet)™"

NO. 02 And in Surah Qaf:
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»° Surah Al-Burooj [85:21]
' Surah Al-Burooj [85:22]
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“Qaf. [These letters (Qaf, etc.) are one of the miracles of the Qur'an, and none but Allah
(Alone) knows their meanings/. By the Glorious Qur'an.”

The Qur'an is Majeed, meaning high in status, lofty in rank, great in position, with
no falschood coming before it or behind it, revealed by the All-Wise, The Most

Praiscworthy.

Of the ways in which one declares his Lord majestic is by praising Him (Tahmeed),
dcclaring Him great (Takbeer), sanctifying Him from all impcrfcctions (Tasbeeh),
and declaring Him to be One (Tahleel). Whoever remains steadfast upon this will be
happy, without misery and he will win the good of both this world and the next, as
mentioned in the Hadith reported by Al-Bukhari:
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated thac Allah's Messenger

(peace and blessing be upon him) said: "Allah has some angels who look for those

who celebrate the Praises of Allah on the roads and paths. And when they find some

people celebrating the Praises of Allah, they call each other, saying: ‘Come to the
object of your pursuit." He added: "Then the angels encircle them with their wings

2 Surah Qaf [501]
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up to the sky of the world." He added: "(after those people celebrate the Praises of
Allah, and the angels go back), their Lord, asks them (those angels), though He
knows better than them, ‘What do My slaves say?' The angcls rcp]y: 'Thcy say:
Subhan Allah, Allahu Akbar, and Alhamdulillah.” Allah then says: 'Did they see Me?”
The angels reply: 'No! By Allah, they didn't see You." Allah says: ‘How would it have
been if thcy saw Me?' The :mgcls rcp]y: f thcy saw You, thcy would worship You
more devoutly and celebrate Your Glory more deeply and declare Your freedom
from any resemblance to anything more often.’ Allah says (to the angels): "What do
they ask Me for? The angels reply: "They ask You for Paradise.” Allah says (to the
angels): 'Did they see it? The angels say: 'No! By Allah, O Lord! They did not see it
Allah says: ‘How would it have been if thcy saw it? The :mgc]s say: f thcy saw it,
they would have greater covetousness for it and would seck it with greater zeal and
would have greater desire for it." Allah says: 'From what do they seck refuge?” The
angels reply: "They seck refuge from the (Hell) Fire.' Allah says: 'Did they see it? The
angels say: 'No by Allah, O Lord! They did not see it." Allah says: ‘How would it have
been if they saw it?" The angels say: 'If they saw it, they would flee from it with an
extreme ﬂccing and would have extreme fear from it." Then Allah says: 'l make you
witnesses that I have forgiven them." Allah's Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) added: "One of the angels would say: "There was so-and-so amongst
them, and he was not one of them, but he had just come for some need." Allah would

say: "These are those people whose companions will not be reduced to misery."»

We ask Allah, The Most Generous, from His bounty.

2 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6408
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CHAPTER

50

ASH-SHAAKIR, ASH-SHAKOOR
(LsSall SLa).

The Grateful, The Most Appreciative

THE NAME OF ALLAH, ASH-

STA K OO R has been mentioned four times in the Quran. Allah says in
Surah Farir:
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“That He may pay them their wages in full and give them (even) more out of His Grace.
Verily! He is Oft Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (good deeds and to recompense).”*

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says:
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“And whoever does good voluntarily, then verily, Allah is All-Recognizer, All-Knower.

NO. 02 In Surah An-Nisaa', Allah says:
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“Why should Allah punish you if you have thanked (Him) and have believed in Him? And
Allah is Ever All-Appreciative (of good), All-Knowing.™*

All six of these places in which these Names are mentioned are in the context of
Allah’s favor by rewarding the obedient, paying them their wages in full, giving them
more from His bounty, and multiplying their reward. This is what Cxplains the
meaning of these Names to us. Ash-Shaakir, Ash-Shakoor is the One to Whom no
deeds are lost; rather, He multiplies their reward without limit. He accepts the
smallest of deeds and rewards it with abundant reward. He multiplics the deeds of
the sincere without limit, appreciates the grateful and remembers those who
remember Him. Whoever comes close to Him the span of a hand, He comes closer
to him the length of an arm, and whoever comes closer to Him the length of an arm,

»4 Surah Fatir [35:30]
* Surah Al-Baqarah [2:158]
¢ Surah An-Nisaa' [4:147]
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He comes closer to him the length of two arms. Whoever comes with a good deed,
He increases it in goodness and gives from Him, a great reward.

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “As for the appreciation of the
Lord, it is another matter altogether. He is foremost with the quality of appreciation
(more) than every gratcﬁﬂ one and He is the Appreciative in truth. He gives the
slave and guides him to do what He appreciates from him. He appreciates the
smallest of deeds; He does not deem it too small to be appreciated. He appreciates
the good deed by rewarding it with ten of its like, to multiplication without limit.
He appreciates the statements of His slave by praising him in front of the angels and
in the Highcst Asscmb]y, and casts gratcfulncss for him amongst His slaves. He
appreciates the action of the slave, so if he leaves something for Allah, He gives him
what is better than that. If He does something for His sake, He returns it in
multitude, although He is the One Who guidcd Him to leave and strugg]c for His
sake. When the Companions left their homes secking the pleasure of Allah, He
compensated them with ownership of the world and opened it up for them. When
Yusuf (peace be upon him) endured the tightness of the prison, Allah appreciated
that of him by establishing him in the land to take possession therein. When the
martyrs sacrificed their bodies for His sake until their enemies ripped it into picces,
Allah appreciated that from them by replacing it with green birds wherein their
souls remain, returning to the rivers of Paradise and eating from its fruits until the
Day of Resurrection. So, He compensated them with the most perfect, beautiful,
and magnificent of what it can be. And when His Messengers faced their enemies
and were exposed to their slanders and taunts, Allah compensated them for that by
Him (Allah) and His angels sending praises upon them and by making them have
the best praise in the heavens and between His creatures. Therefore, He chose them
with the exclusive quality of having remembrance of the Home of the Hereafter.”

From the appreciation of Allah is that He recompenses the disbelievers for what
they do of good in this life. What they do of good is not wasted, yet they are the

most hated of His creation.

Out of His appreciation is that He forgave a prostitute for giving drink to a dog that
was SO thirsty it was licking the ground, and He Forgavc another for removing a
thorny branch from the path of the Muslims.

Allah is appreciative of His slave for the good he does for himself;, whilst the
creation is only grateful for the good done to them.

7 Supplies of the Patient Ones — Concise Juaials (337 - 335/ 0a) Gl s2e,
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And from His appreciation, He removes the slave from the Hell-Fire because of the
smallest atoms weight of goodness, and He does not cause this amount to be lost.

From the appreciation of Allah is that if one of His slaves stands in a position
secking His pleasure at the cost of the people’s pleasure, He appreciates it and causes
him to be remembered, and informs the angels and believers, as He appreciated the
believer from the family of Pharaoh (Firaun) and the Companions mentioned in
Surah Ya-Seen.

Since Allah is The Appreciative in truth, the most beloved of His creation to Him
are those who are gratcfu]. Simi]arly, the most hated of creation to Him are those
who are attributed with the opposite. This is true for all the Names of Allah; the
most beloved of His creation to Him are those who exemplify these attributes and
the most hated to Him are those who are attributed with their opposites. For this
reason, He hates the disbeliever, the unjust, the ignorant, those with hard heares, the
stingy, the coward, those who put others down and those who do not help others
while they can. He is Beautiful and loves beauty, Knowledgeable and loves the
knowledgeable, Merciful and loves those who show mercy, Good-doing and loves
those who do good, Appreciative and loves those who are grateful, Patient and loves
the patient, Generous and loves the generous, Concealing and loves those who
conceal, Pardoning and loves those who pardon.

In the previous verses, Ghafoor is coupled with Shakoor, for He is
forgiving of all sins no matter how great they may be. There is no
sin too great for Him to forgive. Also, He is appreciative of all
deeds even if they may be little, even if they may be an atom’s
weight. For this reason, it is not permissible for a Muslim to
despair of the mercy of Allah for his sins, no matter how great
they may be, just as it is not permissible for him to belittle any
good deed, no matter how lictle it is, because verily the Lord is
Ghafoor and Shakoor.

We ask Him and appeal to Him by these two great Names, to forgive our sins and

any transgression in our affairs and entreat Him to accept our good deeds. Vcri]y,
He is Ghafoorun, Shakoor (The Oft-Forgiving, Most Appreciative).
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56

AL-HALEEM (adall):
The Most Forbearing

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-HALEEM has

been mentioned in many places throughout the Qurian. In Surah Al-Ahzab, Allah
says:
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“Allah knows what is in your hearts. And Allah is Ever All-Knowing, Most Forbearing.

m38

Al-Haleem is the One Who does not hasten upon His slaves, the punishment for
their sins and disobedience. He sees His slaves while they are disbelieving in Him
and disobeying Him, yet He is forbearing with them. He postpones and does not

¢ Surah Al-Ahzab [33:51]
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hasten punishment and continues to bestow blessings upon them despite their many
sins and slips. He grants them respite so that they will perhaps repent and He does
not hasten the punishment for them so that they will perhaps return to Him.

Allah’s Forbearance towards those who disbelieve in Him and disobey Him is out of
His Knowledge, Power, and Ability; not out of incapability. Allah says in Surah
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“Have they not travelled in the land, and seen what was the end of those before them, and
they were superior to them in power? Allah is not such that anything in the heavens or in the
earth escapes Him. Verily, He is /\ll—Knowing, All—Omnipoz:ent. 739

Allah informed us of His forbearance towards the people of disobedience and sins
and those who commit different types of injustice. Had He scized them for their sins
immediately, no living creature would remain on the face of the carth. Allah says in

Surah An-Nahl:
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“And if Allah were to seize mankind for their wrong-doing, He would not leave on it (the
earth) a single moving (living) creature, but He postpones them for an appointed term and

*” Surah Fatir [35:44]
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when their term comes, neither can they delay nor can they advance it an hour (or a

m40

moment).

Although they associate partners with Him, do acts which earn His wrath, strive in
opposing Him, fight His Religion, and show enmity towards His believing slaves, He
shows forbearance with them and drives different types of good things to them and
providcs for them and grants them Wcll—bcing.
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Allah, the Most Superior said: "The
son of Adam insults Me, and he should not insult Me, and he disbelieves in Me, and
he ought not to do so. As for his insulting Me, it is that he says that I have a son; and
his disbelief in Me is his statement that I shall not recreate him as I have created

(him) before."+

asal 2] " (,x“ agle Al Lo 28 OB 06 s BV osh i G

8505 pellad &8 SN AT (2% Bl G drae 31 e

Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "None is more patient than Allah

against the harmful words He hears (from the people). They ascribe children to
Him, yet He bestows upon them health and provision.”

Ibn ALQayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “And He,
along with this slander and denial, provides for the one who
curses and denies Him, grants him well—bcing, turns harm away
from him and invites him to Paradise. He accepts his repentance
if he repents to Him, exchanges his sins with good deeds and is
gentle to him in all his affairs.

¢ Surah An-Nahl [16:61]
> Al Sahih -Bukhari no. 3193
*# Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 7378
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He sent Messengers (Musa and Haroon peace be upon them) to him and
commanded them to be mild in speech and gentle with him.”#

We sce Allah’s forbearance towards Pharaoh despite his intense arrogance and
haughtiness in the land and mischief towards the creation. In Surah Ta-Ha, Allah

Says:
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"Go, both of you, to Firaun (Pharaoh), verily, he has transgressed (all bounds in disbelief

and disobedience and behaved as an arrogant and as a tyrant).”™*
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"And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or fear Allah."*

His forbearance is manifested towards those who ascribe a son to Him when He
invites them to repent and He opens its doors for them. In Surah Al-Maa’idah, Allah
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“Surely, disbelievers are those who said: "Allah is the third of the three (in a Trinity)." But
there is no Ilah (god) (none who has the right to be worshipped) but One Ilah (God —A ah)

And if they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment will befall ¢
disbelicvers among them.™*

43 (653/2) Shifa'a Al ‘Aleel Jadall ¢l
*# Surah Ta-Ha [20:43]

5 Surah Ta-Ha [20:44]

2¢ Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:73]
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“Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful ™7

We see His forbearance towards the disbclicving Pcoplc of the Trench when thcy
forced the believers to leave Islam or be punished by being thrown into a trench
filled with fire. They put the believers on trial and exposed them to the fire; whoever
disbelieved with them would be freed, and whoever desisted would be thrown in the
fire. This is the peak of waging war against Allah and His believing slaves, yet
dcspite all this, Allah scill invited them to repentance. In Surah A]—Burooj, Allah
says:
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“Vcrily, those who put into trial, the bclicving men and bclicving women (by torturing them
and burning them), and then do not turn in repentance (to Allah) will have the torment of
Hell, and they will have the punishment of the burning Fire.”*

Hasan Al-Basri (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Look at this Generosity and
Munificence. They killed His believing slaves and He invites them to repentance and

forgiveness.”

Out of His forbearance, He holds the sky from falling on the earth and from them
both vanishing from their places despite the sins and disobedience of the Children
of Adam (peace be upon him). In Surah Fatir, Allah says:

*7 Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:74]
*#* Surah Al-Burooj [85:10]
9 (393/8) Tafsir Ibn Kathir )88 Gl eds
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“Verily! Allah grasps the heavens and the earth lest they move away from their places, and if
they were to move away from their places, there is not one that could grasp them after Him.
Truly, He is Ever Most Forbearing, Oft Forgiving.”°

The Name Al-Haleem has been coupled with other Names in the Qur'an: the Names
Al-Aleem (The-All-Knowing), Al-Ghaniy (The Most Rich), Ash-Shakoor (The Most
Appreciative) and Al-Ghafoor (The Most Forgiving).

This indicates that Allah’s forbearance is connected to His encompassment of the
slaves and their deeds. Neither does the obedience of His obedient slaves benefit
Him, nor does the disobedience of the one who disobcys Him harm Him. His
forbearance is Couplcd with appreciation; He appreciates the lictle deeds thcy do
and rewards them greatly for it. His forbearance is coupled with forgiveness; He
fbrgivcs the repentant no matter how great his sin may be.

We appreciate how great His forbearance is, how vast His grace is, and how
plentiful His favors are. All praises are due to Allah.

»° Surah Farir [35:41]
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AL-HAOQO (3=]l): The Truth
AL-MUBEEN (u.u.qj\) The Manifest

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-HAQQ hasbeen

mentioned ten times in the Qur'an. In Surah Yunus, Allah says:
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“Such is Allah, your Lord in truth. So after the truth, what else can there be, save error?
How then are you turned away?™'

' Surah Yunus [10:32]
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As for the Name of Allah, Al-Mubeen: It has been mentioned once in the Quran,
coupled with the Name Al-Haqg. In Surah An-Nur, Allah says:
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“On that Day Allah will pay them the recompense of their deeds in full, and they will know
that Allah, He is the Manifest Truch.”>

Allah, Al-Haqq is the One Whom there is no doubt or
uncertainty about, cither in His Being, or in His Names,
Attributes, or divinity. He is the only One worthy of worship in
truth and there is no one who deserves to be worshipped besides
Him. His Names and Accributes are true, His Actions and Spccch
are true, His Religion and legislation is true, His news is all true,
His promises are true, and His meeting is true.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to begin his night

prayer with a supplication that affirms these meanings:
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O Allah, to you is praise, You are the Light of the heavens and the earth and
everyone therein. To You is praise, You are the Sustainer of the heavens and the
carth, and everyone therein. To You is praise, You are the Sovereign of the heavens
and the earth, and everyone therein. To You is praise, You are the Truth; Your
promise is true, the meeting with You is true, Your saying is true, Paradise is true,
the Fire is true, the Hour is true, the Prophets are true, and Muhammad (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) is true. O Allah, to You have I submitted, in You I

2 Surah An-Nur [24:25]
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believe, in You have I put my trust, to You I turn in repentance, by Your help 1
argue, to You I refer my case, so forgive me for my past and future sins, what I have
done in secret and what I have done openly. You are the One Who brings forward
and puts back. None has the right to be worshipped but You, and there is none who
has the right to be worshipped other than You.””

Allah, Al-Mubeen is the One Who makes the way to guidance manifest to His
slaves. He makes good deeds clear to them by which they will attain reward, and
makes sins clear to them which would lead to punishmcnt. In Surah An-Nisaa',

Allah says:
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“Allah wishes to make clear (what is lawful and what is unlawful) to you, and to show you
the ways of those before you, and accept your repentance, and Allah is All-Knower, All-
Wise. ™

Also, in reference to the Name Al-Mubeen: He is the One Who makes His Oneness
clear and manifest, for He is the true clear God with no partners. In Surah Al—Hajj,
Allah says:
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“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the on y True God of all that exists, Who has no
partners or rivals with Him), and what they (the polytheists) invoke besides Him, it is Baril
(falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.”
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3 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6317
4 Surah An-Nisaa' [4:26]
»5 Surah Al-Hajj [22:62]

CHAPTER 37 PAGE 163



Allah mentioned many types of evidences and proofs in His Book for Him being the
only true God without partners, and that the divinity of anything besides Him is
falschood and misguid;mcc. This is evident through:

NO. 01 His being singled out with Ruboobiyah (Lordship): He Alone is the
Creator, He Alone is the Provider, He Alone is the Granter of Blessings,
He Alone is the One Who manages all the affairs in this universe
without having a partner. He is the true Rabb (Lord) who has no
partner.

In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
- ” 24 A, » /4'— /.
é}")_) % ‘ M\ ) 9 \\_‘.JL\_/’/U‘.D

P 2 / Pl “'{/ % .
m A ,a,E ./...4,\)\ Q.\)J'-,f.‘“

-~
L
.

“That is because Allah merges the night into the day, and He merges the day into the night.
And verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.™°
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“That is because Allah, He is the Truth (the only True God of all that exists, Who has no
partners or rivals with Him), and what l:hey (the polyrheists) invoke besides Him, it is Batil
(falsehood) And verily, Allah, He is the Most High, the Most Great.™’

¢ Surah A]—Haj]' [22:61]
7 Surah Al-Hajj [22:62]
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“See you not that Allah sends down water (rain) from the sky, and then the earth becomes
green? Verily, Allah is the Most Kind and Courteous, Well-Acquainted with all things.”®
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“To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth. And verily, Allah, He
is Rich (Free of all wants), Worthy of all praise.”™”
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“See you not that Allah has subjected to you (mankind) all that is on the earth, and the ships
that sail thmugh the sea by His Command? He withholds the heaven from falling on the
earth except by His Leave. Verily, Allah is, for mankind, Full of Kindness, Most Merciful. ™
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“It is He, Who gave you life, and then will cause you to die, and will again give you life (on

m61

the Day of Resurrection). Verily! Man is indeed an ingrate.

NO. 02 His mention of His Beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes that show His

verfection, majesty, and ereatness, and thar only He deserves to be
. jest) 8 )

38 Surah Al-1 lajj [22:63]
59 Surah A]—Hajj [22:64]
** Surah Al-Hajj [22:65]
2 Surah Al-Hajj [22:66]
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worshipped: One such example is Ayat Al-Kursi which is solely
dedicated to afﬁrming His Oneness. [t mentions five of Allah’s Names
and at least twenty of His great Attributes.

NO. 03 His mention of His numerous blessings and successive favors upon His
slaves: Surah An-Nahl has been called “The Surah of Blcssings” by some
scholars because in it Allah enumerates some of the many blessings

upon His slaves. Therefore, Allah concluded these blessings by saying in
Surah An-Nahl:
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“And Allah has made for you out of that which He has created, shades, and has made for you
places of refuge in the mountains, and has made for you garments to protect you from the
heat (and cold), and coats of mail to protect you from your (mutual) violence. Thus does He
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perfect His Grace unto you, that you may submit yourselves to His Will (in Islam).
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“Then, 1f thcy turn away, your duLy [O Muhammad (pcace and bl blessings of Allah be upon
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him)] is on y to convey (the Message) in a clear way. 7263
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202 Surah An-Nahl [16:81]
263 Surah An-Nahl [16:82]
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“They recognise the Grace of Allah, yet they deny it (by worshipping others besides Allah)
and most of them are disbelievers (deny the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him)).”**

NO. 04 His mention of]lis rcsponding to the dcs‘pcm[e slaves and His removal of
the distress of those who are in distress, no one else is able to do that but
Him: In Surah An-Naml, Allah says:
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“Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the distressed one, when he calls Him,
and Who removes the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after
generations. Is there any Ilah (god) with Allah? Little is that you remember!™

NO. 05 His inﬂ)rming us that He is the One Who causes bcnqﬁr and harm (An-
Naafi’, Ad-Daar) and Who gives and prevents (Al-Mu'tee, Al-Maani): All
else besides Him do not own any of that for themselves or for anyone
besides them. Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar:
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2% Surah An-Nahl [16:83]
25 Surah An-Naml [27:62]
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“And verily, if you ask them: "Who created the heavens and the earth?" Surely, they will say:
"Allah (has created them)." Say: "Tell me then, the things that you invoke besides Allah, if
Allah intended some harm for me, could they remove His harm, or if He (Allah) intended

some mercy for me, could they withhold His Mercy?" Say: "Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him

those who trust (i.e. believers) must pue their truse.”™*

NO. 06 His z'nﬂn‘ming us abour His precision in creating the creation and His
bringing them into existence: In Surah Ghatir, Allah says:
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“Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling place and the sky as a canopy
and has given you shape and made your shapes good (looking) and has provided you with
good things. That is Allah, your Lord, then blessed be Allah, the Lord of the 'Alamin

(mankind, Jinn and all char exists).™7

NO. 07 His informing us about the lowliness of the idols, their incapability, and
that they do not own anything: In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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6 Surah Az-Zumar [39:38]
*7 Surah Ghafir [40:64]
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“O mankind! A similitude has been coined, so listen to it (carefully): Verily! Those on whom
you call besides Allah, cannot create (even) a fly, even though they combine together for the
purpose. And if the fly snatched away a thing from them, they would have no power to

release it from the fly. So weak are (both) the secker and the sought.™*®

@M\}_,A Tf)lz;;-:._ﬁ \b)ULo

“They have not estimated Allah His Rightful Estimate; Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mlght)/ m69

This is in addition to many more evidences and clear proofs which point to Allah
being the One True, Clear God and that the divinity of anything clse is disbelief,

transgression, and misguidance.

** Surah Al-Hajj [22:73]
2 Surah Al-Hajj [22:74]
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CHAPTER

38

AL-QADEER ()JJSS\) The All-Powertful
AL-OAADIR (;2El)): The All-Able

AL-MUQTADIR ( ,xizall).
The All-Determiner

ALL THESE NAMES ARE FOUND IN

THE Q JRTAN . The Name Al-Qadeer is mentioned most, then Al-
Qaadir, then Al-Mugqtadir.

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says:
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“And Allah is Able to do all things.”

NO. 02 In Surah Al-An’am, Allah says:
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“Say: "He has power to send torment on you from above or from under your feet, or to cover
you with confusion in party smfe, and make you to taste the violence of one another.” See
how variously We explain the Ayat (proofs, evidences, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), so that
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they may understand.

NO. 03 In Surah Al-Kahf] Allah says:

58,5 R

“And Allah is Able to do everything.™”

All these Names indicate that power is established as an Attribute of Allah and that
He has absolute power. By His power, He brought the creation into existence, and
by His power He manages them, and by His power He pcrfcctcd them, and by His
power He gives life and causes death and will resurrect the slaves for recompense.
He will reward the good—docr for his good and the evil-doer for his evil. He is che
One Whom if He wills something, He says to it “Be” and it is. By His power, He
turns the hearts to what He wills; He guides whomever He wills and leads astray

7° Surah Al-Bagarah [2:284]
7' Surah Al-An’am [6:65]
7 Surah Al-Kahf'[18:45]

CHAPTER 38 PAGE 171



whomsoever He wills. He makes the believer a believer, the disbeliever a disbeliever,
the good-doer a good-doer, and the evil-doer an evil-doer.

Duc to His absolute power, none can encompass anything of His knowledge except
with what He wills to teach them.

Due to His absolute power, He created the heavens and earth and what is between
them in six days, and no Fatiguc touched Him. None from among His creation can
render Him incapab]c. Rather, thcy are under His grasp wherever thcy are. His
power is free from fatigue, tiredness, or incapability to do what He wills. Due to His
absolute power, Cvcrything obcys His command and is under His disposa], SO
whatever He wills will be and whatever He wills not will never be.

From the great foundations of Eeman (faith) is to believe in the Qadar (pre-decree).
In Surah Al-Ahzab, Allah says:
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“And the Command of Allah is a decree determined.”™”

Whoever does not believe in the decree does not believe in Allah. Imam Ahmad
(may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The decree is the power of Allah.7*
Therefore, denying the decree is denying the power of Allah.

Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: “The Qadar governs Tawheed
(attributing Oneness to Allah). So, whoever believes that Allah is One and believes
in the Qadar (pre-decree), then that is the trustworthy handhold that never breaks.
And whoever believes in Allah and denies the Qadar (pre-decree) has nullified his
Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah).™73

Auf said: T heard Hasan say: “Whoever denies the Qadar (pre-decree) has denied
Islam. Verily, Allah decreed the decrees and created the creation with Qadar (pre-
decree) and distributed the end-terms with Qadar (pre-decree) and distributed the

73 Surah Al-Ahzab [33:38]

774 Mentioned by Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah in “Manhaj Al Sunnah” (3/254 Bl zleia)
and Ibn Al—Qayyim in“Shifa’a Al ‘Aleel” page 28 (28 U= Jadall L)

*75 Narrated by “Al Firyaabi in The Decree” No. 205 (205 ad) ol & b )
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provision with Qadar (pre-decree) and distributed the trials with Qadar (pre-
decree) and distributed well-being with Qadar (pre-decree).”

Believing in the Qadar (pre-decree) is of the most honorable descriptions of the
people of knowledge. Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said regarding

the following verse:

BTN 7L T AT GLE

“It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allah.™7

“Those who say: ‘Verily Allah is Able to do all things.”7*

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “This is from the deep
understanding of Tbn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) and his knowledge of
Tafscer and his knowledge about the reality of Allah’s Names and Atcributes.™”

Belief in the power of Allah, with regards to these Names bears great effects and
blessed fruits which benefit the slave in his worldly life and the Hereafter. From its
blessed fruits is that it strengthens the secking of help from Allah, reliance on Him,
and resorting to Him.
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7 Narrated by ‘Ibn Batea in “Inabah” (1676 a8 "yl A ddas o)
*77 Surah Farir [35:28]

7 Narrated by Ibn Jarir in his Tafsir (3649/19)

7131 - 1/130 Jelal) ¢lad “Shifaa Al ‘Aleel”
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Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with them) said: One day, I was riding behind the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) when he said: "O boy! I will
instruct you in some matters. Be watchful of Allah (Commandments of Allah), He
will preserve you. Safeguard His Rights, He will be ever with you. If you beg, beg of
Him Alone; and if you need assistance, supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And
remember that if all the people gather together to benefit you, they will not be able
to benefit you except that which Allah had written (for you); and if all of them
gathcr to do harm to you, thcy will not be able to afflict you with zmything other
than that which Allah had written against you. The pens have been lifted and the

ink has dried."®°

From its impacts is having complete patience and being well-pleased with Allah. Ibn
A]—Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Whoever fills his heart wich bcing
pleased with the decree, Allah will fill his chest with richness, security, and
satisfaction. He will free his heart to love Him, turn to Him, and put its trust in
Him. And whoever loses out on his portion OFbcing plcascd, Allah will fill his heart
with what is contrary to that (neediness, insccurity, and dissatisfaction), and he will

7281

be occupied from wherein his happiness and success come.

From its impacts is the safety of a person from the sicknesses of the heart such as
hatred, envy, and the like. This is because of his belief that all matters are by the
decree of Allah, and that He is the One Who gives the slaves and decrees their
provisions for them. He gives whomever He wills and withholds from whomever He
wills. The favor is His favor, and the giving is His giving, and that is why it is said
that the envious one is the enemy of Allah’s blessings upon His slaves.

From its impacts is strcngthcning the determination of the slave and his rigor in
wanting and secking goodness and staying away and flecing from evil.
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*% Riyadh As-Saliheen, Ac-Tirmidhi, Book 1, no. 62
** (202/2) (Madarij as-Salikeen) S = e
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The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Adhere to
that which is beneficial for you. Keep asking Allah for help and do not refrain from
ic. If you are afflicted in any way, do not say: Tf T had taken this or that step, it
would have resulted in such and such," but say only: 'Allah so determined and did as
He willed." The word 'if' opens the gates of satanic thoughts."*

And of its impacts is having hope in Allah, always asking Him
and increasing in supplicating to Him, because all affairs are in
His Hand. One of the most Frcqucnt supp]ications of the Prophct
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was:

s o olf &5 ol g
Ya Mugallibal-qulub, thabbit qalbi 'ala dinik.

'O Changer of the Hearts! Keep my heart firm upon Your
Religion.
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Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: "The Messenger of Allah (peace and
b]cssings of Allah be upon him) would often say: Ya Muqa]]iba]—qulub, thabbit qa]bi
ala dinik ('O Changer of the Hearts! Keep my heart firm upon Your Religion.)' So 1
said: 'O Prophct of Allah! We believe in you and what you have come with, but do
you fear for us? He said: 'Yes. Indeed the hearts are between two Fingers of Allah's
Fingers, He changes them as He wills."**

** Riyadh As-Saliheen, Muslim, Book 1, no. 100
% Ac-Tirmidhi, Book 32, no. 2290
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CHAPTER

59

AL-WADOOD (asall)
The Most Loving

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-WADOOD

has been mentioned twice in the Quran:

NO. 01 In Surah Hud, Allah says:
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"And ask forgiveness of your Lord and turn unto Him in repentance. Verily, my Lord is Most
Merciful, Most Loving.""*

*% Surah Hud [11:90]
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NO. 02 In Surah Al-Burooj, Allah says:
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“Verily, He it is Who begins (punishment) and repeats (punishment in the Hereafter) (or
originates the creation of everything, and then repeats it on the Day of Resurrection).”
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“And He is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Love (towards the pious who are real true believers of
Islamic Monotheism), %

This refers to the One Who loves His Prophets and Messengers, and their followers,
and they love Him. He is more beloved to them than everything else and their hearts
are filled with their love of Him.

Shaikh As-Sa’di (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Al-Wadood is the One Who
makes Himself beloved to His creation by His beautiful Actributes, vast favors, and
subtle gentleness. He is Al-Wadood with the meaning of the One Who loves and the
meaning of the One Who is loved. He loves His believing slaves and chosen ones and
thcy love Him. He is the One Who loves them, and He is the One Who p]accd the
love of Him in their hearts, and when they love Him, He loves them more as a
reward for their love of Him.

Therefore, all favors return to Allah, because He is the One Who set all the means
by which thcy love Him, and He is the One Who attracted their hearts to His love.
He makes Himself beloved to them by mentioning what He has of vast, great, and
beautiful Attributes. It attracts sound and upright hearts because sound hearts and
souls are created to love perfection.

To Allah belongs complete and absolute perfection and each of His Actributes bring
forth a spccia] worship. It actraces the hearts to their Master, and thcy love Him
because of His great favors. He brought them into existence, sustained them,
rectified them, completed their affairs and needs, guided them to faicth and Islam,
guidcd them to the realities of Thsan (pcrfection). He made their affairs casy for

*% Surah Al-Burooj [85:13]
2% Surah Al-Burooj [85:14]
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them, removed their difficulties, legislated laws for them, made it casy and negated
difficulty, guided them to the Straight Path and to its actions and utterances.

Hearts are created upon loving those that do good to it; what
goodness is greater than this goodness? Every blessing from Him
should result in the slaves f‘illing their hearts wich love, praise,
gratitude, and exaltation of Him.

Even when the slave strays away from Him, thus daring to commit sins and falling
short in obligations, Allah conceals him, is forbearing with him, grants him blessings
and does not cut any of that from him. Then, He brings forth means, reminders,
admonitions, and directions which bring the slave back to Him. Once the slave
repents and returns to Him, He forgives his crime and erases his previous major sins.
He then returns His love for him, and perhaps this, and Allah knows best, is the
secret behind coupling Allah’s Name Al-Wadood with Al-Ghafoor in Surah Al-

Burooj:

)”"/} -,

.‘\i 1_3) )\_)

“And He is Oft-Forgiving, Full of Love (towards the pious who are real true believers of

Islamic Monotheism),”7

From His pcrfect love towards the repentant is that He is happy with their
repentance with the greatest happiness and He is more merciful to them than their
parents, children, and all pcop]c combined. From His love towards His bc]icving
slaves is that He is with them (by His knowledge, hearing, and secing) and guides
them in their movement and in their stillness and accepts their supplications, as is
mentioned in the Hadith Qudsi:
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*7 Surah Al-Burooj [85:14]
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah's Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: "Allah said: T will declare war
against him who shows hostility to a pious Worshippcr of Mine. And the most
beloved things with which My slave comes nearer to Me is what I have anoincd
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawafil
(pmying or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till T love him, so I become
his sense of hearing with which he hears, and his sense of sight with which he sees,
and his hand with which he grips, and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks
Me, I will give him, and if he asks My protection (Refuge), I will protect him (i.c.
give him My Refuge) and I do not hesitate to do anything as I hesitate to take the

soul of the believer, for he hates death, and I hate to disappoint him."*

The impacts of His love towards His special believing slaves cannot cross the minds
nor be captured by the pen. As for the love of His believing slaves for Him, it is their
soul, relief; life, and happiness. In it is their success and joy by which they establish
His worship. By it, they praise and thank Him. By it, their tongues speak with His
remembrance and their limbs work in His service. By it, they establish what is due
upon them of the various rights. By it, their hearts are sufticed from attaching
themselves to other than Him, or from fearing or having hope in anyone besides
Him. By i, their limbs are sufficed from opposing Him, and by it, all cheir love,
both religious and natural, is based.

As for religious love, when they love their Lord, they love His Prophets, Messengers,
and special believing slaves. They love all the deeds which bring them closer to Him
and love whatever He loves from times, places, deeds, and doers.

As for natural love, they fulfil their desires which souls are naturally created to love,
such as eating, drinking, wearing clothes, and resting, and using them to hc]p them
upon what their Master loves. In addition to intending this noble goal, they do so to
act upon the command of Allah, when He says:

¢ Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6502
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“Eat and drink™®

The reason for them performing them is to enact the command of Allah and the
goal which thcy intend is to use them to hclp them upon what their Lord loves.
Therefore, their habits have turned into worship and their time has entirely been
occupied in drawing close to their Beloved.

All these impacts are in accordance to love that is in the heart, which is the soul of
faith, the reality of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) and the foundation of
drawing near.

Just as there is no one like Allah in Himself or His Atcributes,
His love in the hearts of His believing slaves is like no other in its
means and goals, estimate and impact. There is nothing that can
resemble it in its taste, happiness, Cvcrlastingncss, and its

290

soundness in all aspects.

When the slave knows that His Lord is Wadood and loves His believing slaves and
those who obey Him, and that He loves the believers and the (pious slaves who fear
Allah much), the patient and those who put their trust in Him, the repentant and
those who clean themselves, the truthful and those who do things in excellence.
When he knows that Allah loves all those who obey Him and does not love those
who are unjust and those who disbelieve, those who betray their trusts and
transgress and those who are vain and arrogant, it is incumbent on him to obey His
commands and do what He loves and is pleased with of speech and deeds. He should
love His Words, His Messenger and his Sunnah [practicc of the Prophct (pcacc and
blessings of Allah be upon him)], and strive in following them, in order to attain
Allah’s love. In Surah Aal-Imran, Allah says:

*% Surah Al-Baqarah [2:187]
255 = 57/ua pdladl Al aa Jll 2% Opening of Ar Raheem Al Malik Al ‘Alaam
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to mankind]: "If you (really)
love Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the Qur'an and the
Sunnah), Allah will love you and forgwe you of your sins. And Allah is ()ft—Fo1 giving, Most
Merciful. "

We ask Allah with the following supplication that is narrated by the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him):

ﬁ:\&u‘l}; “Jd.oct_\;jd.n.awt_\;}dﬁdﬂ.u\

“I ask You for Your love and to love whoever loves You and to love deeds which will

292

bring me closer to Your love.

»' Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:31]
»* At-Tirmidhi, Book 47, no. 3543
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CHAPTER

40

AL-BARR (Jﬂ\) The Most Kind

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-BARR hasbeen

mentioned once in the Qur'an. In Surah At-Tur, Allah says:

/l/} }.-}}’/ »Z A 1.
"Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else) before. Verily, He is Al-Barr (the Most
Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), the Most ]\/Ierciful."z‘)'j

Al-Barr is the One Who encompasses all His creation with His kindness, favors and
generosity. He is the guardian of blessings, vast in giving, and constant in goodness.
He will never cease to be described with kindness and generosity. There is no

*3 Surah At-Tur [52:28]
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measure to His giving, kindness, and generosity, for He is the Owner of vast
generosity, constant giving, and much bestowal.

NO. 01 General Birr
This includes all of creation. There is no person except Allah’s favors
have been extended for him and His goodness has poured over him. In

Surah Al-Isra’, Allah says:
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“And indeed We have honored the Children of Adam, and We have carried them on land and
sea, and have provided them with At-Tayibaat (lawful good things), and have preferred them

above many of those whom We have created with a marked prefcrcnce.””’“

This honor includes creating the human in a beautiful form, stature, and image.
Allah granted him hearing, sight, and a heart. He made him walk upright on two
feet, eating with his hands, unlike other animals who walk on four and eat with their
mouths. The human bcing has been sing]cd out with having different types of food,
drinks and garments to choose from, and all that He has honored them with.

NO. 02 Spccia[ Birr
This is His guidancc to whomsoever He wills to the upright Rc]igion
and the obedience of the Lord of the ‘Alamin (everything that exists).
Allah says in Surah Al-Inficar:
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“Verily, the Abrar (pious and righteous) will be in delight™

% Surah Al-Isra’ [17:70]
* Surah Al-Infitar [82:13]
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This includes delight in their three abodes: In this world, in Al-Barzakh (i.c. the life
of the grave), and on the Day of Judgement.

Of His Birr towards His believing slaves is wanting case for them and not wanting
hardship for them. He accepts the little of their good deeds and rewards them
abund:mt]y for it. He pardons many of their sins and does not take them into
account for all their mistakes. He recompenses the good deed with ten of its like and
multiplics it for whomsoever He wills. He does not recompense the evil deed except
with one of its like. He records their desire to perform a good deed as one good deed
and He does not record their desire to commit a sin with a sin.
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It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (pc:{ce
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: He who intended to do good, but did
not do it, one good was recorded for him, and he who intended to do good and also
did it, ten to seven hundred good deeds were recorded for him. And he who
intended evil, but did not commit it, no entry was made against his name, but if he

committed that, it was recorded.®®

From His Birr towards His slaves is opening the doors of repentance and returning
to Him, no matter how great or many their sins may be. In Surah Az-Zumar, Allah
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“Say: 'O 'Ibadi (My slaves) who have rmmgresbed against themselves (by committing evil
deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mer cy of/\ ah, ver lly Alla forglves all sins. Iruly, He is
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”

¢ Sahih Muslim no. 130
*7 Surah Az-Zumar [39:53]
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From His Birr towards them is dealing with them with pardon, concealing their sins,
and overlooking their mistakes.
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[bn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with them) said: "I heard Allah's Messenger (peace
and b]cssings of Allah be upon him) saying, '‘Allah will bring a believer near Him
and shelter him with His Screen and ask him: Did you commit such-and-such sins?
He will say: Yes, my Lord. Allah will kccp on asking him till he will confess all his
sins and will think that he is ruined. Allah will say: T did screen your sins in the
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world and I forgive them for you today

When the slave sees this great kindness from His Master and Guardian, it will
benefit him grcat]y. He would know the might of Allah in His decrees, His kindness
in His concealment, His forbearance in His giving respite, His generosity in making
it casy for the slave to repent and return to Him, and His favor in His forgiveness.
This drives the slave to be pleased with His Master, be humble and submissive
before Him, and fear Him and have hope in Him.

Ibn Al—Qayyim (mny Allah have mercy on him) said: “A person
will know Allah’s Birr when he recognizes that Allah concealed
him at the time he was committing the sin although He had
perfect sight of him. Had He willed, He could have casily exposed
him in front of His creation. This is from His Perfect Birr. And
from His Names is Al-Barr. This Birr is from Allah’s perfect
richness free of the slave, and the slave’s complete poorness
towards Allah.

What Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) mentioned is a matter which
many of the repentant are heedless of. They are occupied with the greatness and

8 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 2441
29 Madaarij Al Salikeen (1/206) oSiall 7 laa
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abundance of sins they commit, being heedless to remember Allah’s vast kindness
and great generosity.

From Allah’s great Birr, despite His perfect richness, is being happy with the
repentance of the repentant and the return of those who return to Him.
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Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported that Allah's Messenger
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Allah is more pleased with the
repentance of a servant as he turns towards Him in repentance than this that one
amongst you is upon the camel in a waterless desert and there is upon (that camel)
his provision of food and drink also and it is lost by him, and he having lost all hope
(to get that) lies down in the shadow and is disappointcd about his camel and there
he finds that camel standing before him. He takes hold of his nose string and then
out of boundless joy says: O Lord, You are my servant and I am Your Lord. He
commits this mistake out of extreme happincss.’“"

What should be known here is that Allah, Al-Barr, loves the people of Birr (piety,
righteousness and obedience); therefore, He brings their hearts closer to Him in
accordance to how much they do of Birr (picty, rightcousness and obedience). He
loves these actions and rewards them wich guidance, success, and clevation in this
world and the next. Al-Birr (piety, righteousness and obedience) is essentially
vastness in performing good deeds. In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says:
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Sahih Muslim no. 2747

CHAPTER 40 PAGE 186



~

Vs ST i 57 A gy s Je ST

3“){:- 13Ve5s ‘M‘)UE‘-;’EQ\ 3 :’}}’amg J “>4 |
,_,/z/,( . < ‘/’ T/%-_‘}// e ol/
LG el bage 15| g s

A~ 2% Sa .- .{ 134 &4t

* ;:,J/\J, o2 ) é,LJ;\ U‘ub-)f- \J
G 5 5325
1\\_\;V/r QM\

“It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and every act of obedience to Allah, etc.)
that YOu turn yourfaces towards east and (or) west (in pmycrs); but A-Birr is (the quality
of) the one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets and gives

his wealth, in spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al-Masakin (the
poor), and to the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and to set slaves free, performs As-Salat

(Igamat-as-Salat), and gives the Zakat, and who fulfill their covenant when they make it,
and who are As-Sabirin (the patient ones, etc. ) in extreme poverty and ailment (disease) and
at the time of fighting (during the battles). Such are the people of the truth and they are Al-

Murtaqun.™*

In Surah Aal-Imran, Allah says:
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“By no means shall you attain Al-Birr [piety, righreousness, etc. (here, it means Allah's

Re'ward, i.e. Paradise)], unless you Spend (in Allah’s Cause) of that which you love; and
whatever of good you spend, Allah knows it well. ™

C- \\

3t Surah /\]—Baqamh [2:177]
2 Surah Aal-Tmran [3:92]
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Qatadah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “You will not attain the Birr of your
Lord until you spcnd from what you like and are inclined to from your wealth.”

May Allah grant us from His Favor, Birr, and Generosity what we do not expect,
Vcri]y He is A]]—Hcaring, A]]—Rcsponding.

33 Tafsir Tbn Jarir Taabari (3/666)
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AR-RA'UF (g5 )):

The Most Compassionate

has been
mentioned ten times in the Quran. Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him)
mentioned: “Compassion (38,)) is the pinnacle of mercy and is inclusive of all the
creation in this life and a few in the next life” In the Hereafter, it is only for His
special believing slaves and those who have Taqwa (picty/fear).

A beneficial principle which scholars have noted in the study of the Beautiful Names
of Allah is that ending verses with the Beautiful Names of Allah indicates that the
ruling mentioned in the verse has a connection with the Names the verse ends with.
Reflecting upon that is from the greatest ways which help a slave understand the
Names of Allah.

4 Tafsir Taabari (2/254)
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What follows are the positions which mention this Name in the Qur'an, as well as a
note on its meanings in accordance to the context of the verses:

NO. 01 In Surah Al-Bagarah, Allah says:

-
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“And Allah would never make your faich (prayers) to be lost (i.e. your prayers offered
towards Jerusalem). T 'ruly, Allah is Full of Kindness, the Most Merciful towards mankind.™"

It is not possible for Allah, nor befitting for Him to allow your faith to waste
away, and this is from Allah’s perfect compassion and mercy with them. This
is a great glad-tiding to those whom Allah favored with Islam and faich; chat
He will protect their faith for them. He will protect it from loss and
annulment. He will pcrfcct it for them and guidc them to what increases their
faith and pcrfcct their certainty by it. For just as He initiated their guidancc
to faith, He will protect it for them and perfect it for them, out of His
compassion, mercy, and favor upon them.

NO. 02 In Surah Al-Baqarah, Allah says:
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“And of mankind is he who would sell himse f, seeking the Pleasure of Allah. And Allah is
Full of Kindness to (His) slaves.™*

3°5 Surah Al—Baqarah [2:143]
¢ Surah Al-Baqarah [2:207]
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These are the successful ones from His slaves who sold themselves and strove secking
His pleasure and hoping for His reward. From His compassion and mercy with
them, He guided them to that and promised them a great reward and a good
destination as a result. It cannot be described what an honor and great reward they

will have attained because of what they presented to their Rabb Who is Ra’uf and
Raheem.

NO. 03 In Surah Aal-Imran, Allah says:
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“On the Day when every person will be confronted with all the good he has done, and all the

evil he has done, he will wish that there were a great distance between him and his evil. And

Allah warns you against Himself (His Punishment) and Allah is Full of Kindness to the (His)
slaves.”7

Although Allah’s punishment is severe and His warnings are great, He is
compassionate towards His slaves. Out of His compassion, He Frightcns His slaves
and deters them from deviation and corruption in order for them to be saved from
its consequences. Out of His compassion and mercy, He has made the path of
attaining goodncss and high ranks casy for His slaves, and out of His compassion
and mercy, He warned His slaves of the paths which lead them to evil.

NO. 04 In Surah At-Tawbah, Allah says:
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7 Surah Aal-Tmran [3:30]
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“Allah has forgiven the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), the Muhajirun
(Muslim emigrants who left their homes and came to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar (Muslims
of Al-Madinah) who followcd him [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]
in the time of distress (Tabuk expedition, etc.) after the hearts of a party of them had nearly
deviated (from the Right Path), but He accepted their repentance. Certainly, He is unto them
ull of Kindness, Most ]\/Ierciful.”*”8

Out of Allah’s compassion with them, He favored them with repentance and guided
them to it, then accepted it from them and kept them firm upon it. Had it not been
for His compassion and mercy on them, they would not have attained any of that.

NO. 05 In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says:
t4
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“He has created man from Nutfah (mixed drops of male and female sexual discharge), then
behold, this same (man) becomes an open opponent.”™*
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“And the cactle, He has created them for you; in them there is warmeh (warm clorhing) and
numerous benefits, and of them you eat.”™°

8 Surah At-Tawbah [9:117]
39 Surah An-Nahl [16:4]
3 Surah An-Nahl [16:5]
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“And wherein is beauty for you, when you bring them home in the evening, and as you lead

7311

them forth to pasture in the morning.
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“And they carry your loads to a land that you could not reach except with great trouble to

”312

yourselves. Truly, your Lord is Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.

From Allah’s compassion with humans is that He subjected the cactle for their
benefit. He made it a source of warmth. They make clothing from its fur and hair
and derive other numerous benefits including eating them. He subjected them to
carry their loads to distant countries and lands they could not reach on their own.
All that is out of His compassion and mercy.

We should remember the compassion, mercy and favor of Allah on us in times when
He subjects modern means of transportation for us which are fast and comfortable
to ride and travel in and beautiful in appearance. in movement. They make the way
casy and the path smooth and are fitted with all the means of comfort thereby
transporting people from place to place and country to country without difficuley
and tiredness. Therefore, to Allah belongs all praise.

NO. 06 In Surah An-Nahl, Allah says:

Gos

;_2:;\33‘\ ;Y\&ﬁ\'w&jgwi _)J<A d.,\l\o»\_ﬁ

-

s Y dd A > > A, % -
m‘))ﬂy%"bﬁ?\u\

3" Surah An-Nahl [16:6]
»* Surah An-Nahl [16:7]
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“Do then those who devise evil plots feel secure thar Allah will not sink them into the earth,
or that the torment will not seize them from directions they perceive not?3
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“Or that He may catch them in the midst of their going to and from (in their jobs), so that
there be no escape for them (from Allah's Punishment)?
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“Or that He may catch them with gradual wasting (of their wealth and health). Truly! Your
Lord is indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful?™'s

From Allah’s compassion is that He does not hasten the
punishment for those who sin. On the contrary, He gives them
time, grants them well-being, and provides for them, whilst they
harm themselves and His special believing slaves. He opens the
doors of repentance for them and invites them to give up their
evil deeds and ways.

In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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“See you not that Allah has subjected to you (mankind) all that is on the earth, and the ships
that sail through the sea by His Command? He withholds the heaven from falling on the
earth except by His Leave. Verily, Allah is, for mankind, Full of Kindness, Most Mcrciful.”"‘(’

35 Surah An-Nahl [16:45]
34 Surah An-Nahl [16:46]
35 Surah An-Nahl [16:47]
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It is from His compassion and mercy towards His slaves to subject the carth and all
that’s in it from animals, plants and objects. He subjects the ships to sail in the sea
by His command. They carry people and their belongings from one place to another.
He holds the sky from falling onto the earth and destroying what is on it.

NO. 07 In Surah An-Noor, Allah says:
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“And had it not been for the Grace of Allah and His Mercy on you, (Allah would have
hastened the punishmcnt upon you). And that Allah is Full of Kindness, Most Mcrcifﬁl.”’”

Allah mentioned this after making His great rulings and admonitions clear. This
shows us that this beneficial clarification and 1€gislation is out of Allah’s compassion
and mercy towards His slaves.

NO. 08 In Surah Al-Hadid, Allah says:
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“It is He Who sends down manifest Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations,
etc.) to His slave [Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] that He may bring
you out from darkness into light. And verily, Allah is to you Full of Kindness, Most
Merciful ™

It is Allah’s greatest blessing and favor to have sent down clear verses and proofs
upon the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). It guides the people of
intellect to the correctness of all that it is has come with, and that it is the truth and
ultimate certainty. Allah takes whomsoever He wills from amongst His slaves from
darkness into light through sending Messengers and what He revealed upon them of

¢ Surah Al-Hajj [22:65]
37 Surah An-Noor [24:20]
¢ Surah Al-Hadid [57:9]
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verses and wisdom. This is from Allah’s compassion and mercy with His special
believing slaves and chosen ones.

NO. 09 In Surah Al-Hashr, Allah says:
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“And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have
preceded us in Faith and put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have believed.
Our Lord! You are indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful.™"

\

This is out of Allah’s mercy and compassion with His believing slaves, that He
bound them through faith, religion, and Taqwa (picty/fear) and made the latter of
them love the former of them, thus invoking for them for every good.

# Surah Al-Hashr [59:10]

CHAPTER 41 PAGE 196



CHAPTER

49

AL-HASEEB (L_u.u;j\) The Reckoner
AL-KAAF] (65\55\) The Sufficient

ALLAH S AY 5 in Surah An-Nisaa’:
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“and Allah is All-Sufficient in taking account.”™

In Surah Az-Zumar, Allah says:
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320 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:6]
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“Is not Allah Sufﬁcienffor His slave? Yet thcy oy to frighren you with those (whom thcy
worship) besides Him! And whom Allah sends astray, for him there will be no guide.”*

Al-Haseeb is the One Who suffices His slaves from all that worries them in their
worldly and religious affairs. He is the One Who makes easy all that they need and
removes all chat they hate.

Al-Haseeb is the One Who protects all the deeds of His slaves; He enumerates and
knows them whilst they forget them. He distinguishes the righteous deed from the
corrupt deed, the good deed from the evil deed, and He knows what they deserve of
recompense and the exact amount of reward or punishment.

Al-Kaafi is the One in Whose Hands is the sufficiency for creation of all that
concerns them. His sufficing them is divided into both gcncral and spccial
sufficiency:

Allah has sufficed all of creation and has brought them into existence. He
provides for them and prepares them for what they are created for. He
prepares all the means which suffice, satisfy, and providc food and drink for
His slaves.

Allah’s special sufficing is for those who put their trust in Him and rectify
their affairs. In Surah At-Talag, Allah says:
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“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.

7322
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Surah Az-Zumar [39:36]
#* Surah At-Talaq [65:3]
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This means that Allah will suffice him in all his worldly and religious affairs.
If the slave trusts His Lord by completely and strongly putting his heart’s
reliance on his Lord to attain all chat is good for him and rcpcl all that is
harmful, and his trust and good expectations of His Lord become strong, he
will attain complete sufficiency. Allah will perfect all his states and make his
words and actions upright. He will suffice him from his worries and remove
his distress. This is a great favor and bounty from Allah, and the Muslim
should always remember to praise his Lord for sufficing him and show
gratefulness for His favors and blessings.

When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would retire to his
bed, he would say:

$5a in\jg&‘i L)AA(.\S} u\jjuts’sjuﬁ;gum’ j 9;;3\ AMSA;H
Al-hamdulillaahi alladhi afamanaa wa sagaanaa wa kafaanaa wa awaanaa, wakam

mimman la kaaﬁya lahu wa la mu’wiy

“All praise is due to Allah, Who has fed us and given us to drink, and has sufficed
and granted us refuge, and how many are they who have none to suffice them and
none to grant them refuge.™”

The slave cannot be sufficient without his Lord even for a blink of an eye. He needs
Allah to protect him, suffice him, kccp him upright, and guidc him. When he leaves
his house, it is Sunnah for him to say:
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3 Jami” At-Tirmidhi no. 3396
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Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “When a man goes out of his house and
says: ‘In the Name of Allah, I trust in Allah; chere is no might and no power but in
Allah, the following will be said to him at that time: “You are guided, defended and
protected.” The devils will go far from him and another devil will say: ‘How can you
deal with 2 man who has been guidcd, defended and protcctcd?’”‘z“

This means that the person has been guided to the true and correct path,
sufficed from every worry in this world and the Hereafter, and protected from
the evil of his enemies.

The Qur'an indicates that fulfilling servitude to Allah and putting one’s trust in
Him is a requirement for His believing slaves to attain His special sufficiency. In

Surah At-Talaq, Allah says:
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“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.”*

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Reliance on

Allah is of the strongest means by which the slave repels what he
cannot endure of harm, injustice and enmity from the creation.
For verily, Allah is Al-Haseeb, meaning He is sufficient for him,
and whoever Allah is sufficient for, there is no hope for his
enemies against him and they will not harm him except with
harm he has to undergo, like heat, cold, hunger, and chirst. As for
them harming him by intent, that will never happcn.”

Some of the righteous predecessors said: “Allah made for every action, a recompense
of its same nature, and He made the reward for putting one’s trust in Him, that He
will suffice him. He said:

#+ Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 5095 and Al-Albani graded it Sahih
5 Surah At-Talaq [65:3]
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“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him.”

And He did not say: “We will give him such-and-such reward” as is mentioned for
other deeds. Rather, Allah made Himself sufficient for His slaves who put their trust
in Him. Thus, if the slave trusts Allah with true reliance, and the heavens and the
earth and all chat is in them were to plot against him, Allah would make a way out

for him and suftice and support him.”*

The more a person thinks good of Allah, has great hope in what is with Him, and
truthfully relies on Him, Allah will never let down his hopes in Him in the slightest.
The slave should not lose hope in Allah’s sufficing him if he has taken the means, for

indeed, Allah will accomplish his affair at the time He decreed for him. He said in
Surah At—Talaq:
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“And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allah will
accomplish his purpose. Indeed, Allah has set a measure for all things.™

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “When He mentioned His
sufficiency for the one who puts his trust in Him, the person may understand that to
mean the hastening of His sufficiency to the time the slave puts his trust in Him, so
He ended with His statement:
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“Indeed, Allah has set a measure for all things”

26 (767_766/2) (Badaa’ Al-Fawaid) 2 i) adlay
7 Surah At-Talaq [65:3]
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This refers to the time in which He does not transgress; therefore, He delivers the
slave to the time He estimated for him. The one who puts his trust in Allah should
not be hasty and say: ‘I put my trust and supplicated, and I do not see anything, and
I am not being sufficed’, for Allah will accomplish his affair at the time He decreed
for him.”

In situations like this, there are many of those (i.e. who are not patient) who lower
themselves by submitting themselves to the creation, show humility to them, and
break down before them, in order to attain some of their needs or wants, without
caring that is at the expense of their religion and the pleasure of Allah. Thus, they
lose out on the sufficiency of Allah for His believing slaves.

Whoever is occupied with Allah over himself, Allah will suffice all his needs.
Whoever is occupied with Allah over the people, Allah will suffice all his needs
related to people. Whoever is occupied with himself over Allah, Allah will entrust
him to Himself. Whoever is occupied with people over Allah, Allah will entrust him
to the people.
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Mu’awiyah (may Allah be plcased with him) wrote a letter to 'Aishah (may Allah be
pleased with her) that (said): “Write a letter to advise me, and do not overburden
me.” So 'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) wrote to Mu'awiyah: “Peace be
upon you. As for what follows: Indeed, I heard the Messenger of Allah (pcaCC and
blessings of Allah be upon him) saying: “Whoever secks Allah’s pleasure by the
people’s wrath, Allah will suffice him from the people. And who ever secks the
people’s pleasure by Allah’s wrath, Allah will entrust him to the people. And peace

be upon you.”*®
3

28 Tami” At-Tirmidhi no. 2414
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What grants a person safety in this regard is to not make this world the greatest
objective of his knowledge or the biggest of his concerns.
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'‘Abdullah said: “I heard your Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
say: ‘Whoever focuses all his concerns on one thing, the Hereafter, Allah will relieve

him of worldly concerns, but whoever has disparate concerns scattered among a
number of worldly issues, Allah will not care in which of its valleys he died.”™*

Ibn 'Aun said: “When the pcop]c of goodncss would meet, thcy would advise each
other with three matters, and when thcy were absent, thcy would write to each
other these three matters:

NO. 01 Whoever works for his Hereafter, Allah will suffice him in his worldly

life.

NO. 02 Whoever rectifies what is between him and Allah, Allah will suffice him
from the people.

NO. 03 Whoever rectifies his inner state, Allah will rectify his outer state.”»

#9 Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 3330, and Al-Albani authenticated as Sahih
3 (38/26) (Tahdheeb Al-Kamaal) JWsSll cudgs
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CHAPTER

45

AL-KAFEEL (d.\ssj\) The Guarantor
AL-W AKEEL (dﬁjﬂ\) The Trustee

IN SURAH AN-NATL, Allah says
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“and break not the oaths after you have confirmed them, and indeed you have appointed
Allah your surety.”™'

#" Surah An-Nahl [16:91]
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In Surah Aal-Tmran, Allah says:
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“But it (only) increased them in Faith, and they said: ‘Allah (Alone) is Sufficient for us, and
He is the Best Manager of affairs (for us).”**

Al-Kafeel is the One Who is in charge of the affairs of the creation. He is the One
Who guarantees their nourishment and provision. Some said: “Meaning, a Witness,”
others said: “Meaning, a Protector” and ochers said: “Meaning, a Guarantor.”

Whoever is truthful with Allah and is pleased with Allah as his Kafeel, Allah will
help him in fulfilling his duties and make his affairs casy in ways he could never
imagine.
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3 Surah Aal-Tmran [3:173]
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “A man from Banu Israel asked another
man from Banu Israel to lend him one thousand dinars. The second man required
witnesses. The former replied: ‘Allah is sufficient as a witness.” The second said: ‘I
want a surety.” The former replied: ‘Allah is sufficient as a surety.” The second said:
“You are right,” and lent him the money for a certain period. The debror went across
the sea. When he finished his job, he searched for a conveyance so that he might
reach in time for the repayment of the debt, but he could not find any. So, he took a
picce of wood and made a hole in it, inserted in it one thousand dinars and a lecter
to the lender and then closed (i.e. sealed) the hole tightly. He took the piece of wood
to the sea and said: ‘O Allah! You know well that I took a loan of one thousand
dinars from so-and-so. He demanded a surety from me but I told him that Allah's
Guarantee was sufficient and he accepted Your guarantee. He then asked for a
witness and [ told him that Allah was sufficient as 2 Witness, and he ;1cccptcd You
as a Witness. No doubt, I tried hard to find a conveyance so that I could pay his
money but could not find one, so I hand this money over to You.” Saying that, he
threw the picce of wood into the sea (water) ill it went out far into it (the sea), and
then he went away. Meanwhile he started searching for a conveyance in order to
reach the creditor's country. One day the lender came out of his house to sce
whether a ship had arrived bringing his money, and surprisingly, he saw the picce of
wood in which his money had been deposited. He took it home to use for fire. When
he sawed it, he found his money and the letter inside it. Shortly after that, the
debtor came bringing one thousand dinars to him and said: ‘By Allah, I had been
trying hard to get a boat so that I could bring you your money but failed to get one
before the one I have come by The lender asked: ‘Have you sent something to me?
The debtor replied: ‘T have told you I could not get a boat other than the one I have
come by.” The lender said: ‘Allah has delivered on your behalf the money you sent in
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the piece of wood. So, you may keep your one thousand dinars and depart guided on
the right pach.™»

Al-Wakeel is the One Who is sufficient for all and a guarantor for all, and it is
divided into gcncral and spccia] trustccship;

This is indicated by Allah’s statement in Surah Al-Anam:
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“and He is the Wakeel (Trustee, Manager of affairs, Guardian, etc.) over all things.”*

The One Who guarantees the provision of all creation and Who stands in
charge of overseeing and managing their affairs.

This is indicated by Allah’s statement in Surah An-Nisaa
[

-

“and put your trust in Allah. And Allah is Ever All—SL{)ﬁficient as a Manager of affairs.””S

In Surah Aal-Tmran, Allah says:
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“and they said: ‘Allah (Alone) is Sufficicnt for us, and He is the Best Manager of affairs (for
us).mgg(w

3 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 2291
34 Surah Al-An'am [6:102]
35 Surah An-Nisaa’ [4:81]:
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How excellent is His sufficing for those who resort to Him, and His
protection for those who hold firmly onto Him; and this is particularly for
His belicving slaves who put their trust in Him.

Ash—ShinqitCC said: “Al-Wakeel is the One in Whom trust is put, so all affairs are
entrusted to Him to bring goodness and repel harm, and this does not fit anyone
except Allah. Therefore, He warned against taking a Wakeel besides Him because
there is no one who causes benefit and harm and no one who suffices except Allah
Alone. In Him we trust; He is Sufficient for us and He is the best of Trustees.”

Allah commanded His slaves to put their trust in Him Alone and He made it a sign
of faith, as He says in Surah Al-Muzzammil:
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“(He Alone is) the Lord of the east and the west, La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be

worshipped but He). So take Him Alone as Wakeel (Manager of your affairs).”*

In Surah Al-Maa’idah, Allah says:
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“and put your trust in Allah if you are believers indeed.”»

He promiscd a great reward and good abode for those who put their trust in Him
and warned those who put their trust in those besides Him. In Surah Ash-Shura,
Allah says:

#¢ Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:173]:
W (404_403/3) (Adhwaa’ Al-Bayaan) glal) ) saal
338

Surah Al-Muzzammil [73:9]
3 Surah Al-Maa'idah [5:23]
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“but that which is with Allah (Paradise) is better and more lasting for those who believe (in
the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) and put their trust in their Lord (concerning all

of their affairs).”*

And in Surah Al-Isra’, Allah says:

"
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“Take not other than Me as (yow') Wakeel (Protector, Lord, or Manager of your affairs,
C[C). 7341

Putting one’s reliance on Allah Alone, entrusting one’s affairs to Him, and relying
on Him to bring b]cssings and rcpc] harm is a great piﬂar of this 1'c1igi0n and an
important obligation which requires sincerity. It is of the most comprehensive types
of worships and most important because of what it produces of good deeds and a
great deal of obedience. If the heart depends on Allah in one’s religious and worldly
affairs with trust that He is Al-Kafeel, Al-Wakeel and there is no partner with Him,
the sincerity of the person will be correct, his dealings with Allah will become
stronger, his Islam will be good7 his certainty will increase, and all his affairs will be
rectified.

Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is the basis of all the pillars of the religion, and its
position is like the position of the body to the head. The head cannot stand except
on the body; similarly, faich and its pillars and actions cannot stand except on the
driving force of Tawakkul (reliance on Allah).

The reality of Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is an action of the heart. It is a worship
which consists of relying on Allah, trusting Him, resorting to Him, and being
pleased with what He decrees. The slave is aware of Allah’s sufficiency and what He
chooses for His slave is the best if one entrusts his affairs to Him, whilst taking the
means he is commanded.

3 Surah Ash-Shura [42:36]
' Surah Al-Isra’ [17:2]
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NO. 01 Putting the heart’s reliance on Allah Alone without partners

NO. 02 Taking the means prescribed for him to take without transgressing by

taking means which are not commanded, or treading a path which is
not lcgislatcd

These two foundations have been coupled together in many texts in the Qurian, such
as in Surah Al-Fatihah:
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“You (Alone) we worship, and you (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything).™*

Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is the companion of the truthful believer in all his
religious and Worldly mactters. It accompanies him in his prayer, fasting, Hajj and
good deeds; and it accompanies him in secking provision and what is permissible for
him.

NO. 01 Reliance on Him in fulfilling the needs of the slave and his worldly
portion or rcpclling harm and calamity

NO. 02 Reliance on Him in performing what He loves and is pleased with of

faich and all good deeds

We ask Allah to grant us true reliance on Him.

#* Surah Al-Fatihah [1:5]
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CHAPTER

4 4

AL-GHAALIB (llzl)): The Defeater

AN-NASEER ( aill)
The Victor, The Supporter

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-GHAALIB i

mentioned once in the Quran. In Surah Yusuf, Allah says:
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“And Allah has fu power and control over His Affairs, but most of men know not.”3%

Allah’s Name An-Naseer is mentioned in four places in the Qur'an, for example in

Surah Al-Anfal, Allah says:

33 Surah Yusuf [12:21]

CHAPTER 44 PAGE 211



/,/ )‘3{/9 € : /! ,/::“zf:; i,}/,l./@;o;;

“And 1f rhey twrn away, then know thar Allah is your Mawla (Pacron, Lord, Protector and
Supporter, etc.), (what) an Excellent Mawla, and (what) an Excellent Helper!™*

Allah, Al-Ghaalib is the One Who does whatever He wills; nothing can defeat Him,
none can reject His judgement, and none can push away or prevent what He decrees.

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “It is incumbent
upon every responsible adult to know that Allah is Al-Ghaalib
without restriction. Therefore, whoever holds onto Him is
victorious even if everything on the earth is against him”. Allah
says in Surah Al-Mujadalah:
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“Allah has decreed: ‘Verily.’ Itis I and My Messengers who shall be the victorious.’ Verily,
Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.”*

Whoever turns away from Allah and holds onto other than Him is defeated and
within the stronghold of the Shaytan.”“(’

An-Naseer is the One Who is in charge of granting victory to His believing slaves by
supporting and dcfcnding them. Victory cannot be attained except by Him and His
favor. Thus, the victorious are those to whom Allah grants victory. Allah says in
Surah Aal-Imran:

“And there is no victory except from Allah, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.*

3 Surah Al-Anfal [8:40]
5 Surah Al-Mujadalah [58:21]
10 (219/1) (Al Asnaa’ fi Sharh Asmaa’ Allah Al-Husna) sl &) slaul = 53 & Y
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In many places in the Qur'an, Allah mentions His favor upon His Messengers and
believing slaves; of granting them victory and support. In Surah Ghafir, Allah says:
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“Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and those who believe (in the
Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) in this world’s life and on the Day when the

witnesses will stand forth (i.e. the Day of Resurrection).”**

He mentioned that they do not seck victory except from Him and they do not resort
to anyone to attain it except Him. For example, in the supplication of Nuh [Noah
(peace be upon him)] in Surah Al-Mu'minoon, Allah mentions what Nuh entreated
Him:
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“[Nuh (peace be upon him)/ said: ‘O my Lord! Help me because they deny me.™*

Allah mentions that the disbelievers have no supporters. In Surah Aal-Tmran, Allah
says:
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“As to those who disbelieve, I will punish them with a severe torment in this world and in the
Hereafter, and they will have no helpers.™”

37 Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:126]
39 Surah Ghafir [40:51]
 Surah Al-Mu'minoon [23:26]
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The believers who establish faich inward]y and outwardly are gr;mtcd victory and a
good end in both this life and the Hereafter. For this reason, if the believers do not
struggle against themselves to actualize faith and fulfill the prerequisites of victory
over their enemies, they will not be supported; rather, their enemies will overpower
them because of their sins and shortcomings.

Shaikhul-Islam Ibn 'I'aymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “When the
disbelievers are triumphant, it is due to the sins of the Muslims which have led to
shortcomings in their faich. If\thcy repent by Complcting their faich, Allah will grant
them victory, as He says in Surah Aal-Tmran:
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“So do not become weak (against your enemy), nor be sad, and you will be superior (in
victory) if you are indeed (true) believers.”'
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“(What is the matter with you?) When a single disaster smites you, although you smote (your
enemies) with one twice as great, you say: ‘From where does this come to us? Say (to them):
T is fr selves (because of your evil deeds).” And Allah has - all things.”

It is from yourselves (because of your evil deeds).” And Allah has power over all things.

Therefore, to be victorious over their outer enemies, the slaves should strive against
their inner enemies; their own selves who command them to evil and the Shaytan.
There is no victory for those who cannot be victorious over this enemy.

Ibn A]—Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said in Cxplanation of the verse in
Surah Al-/Ankabut:

35° Surah Aal-Imran [3:56]
%' Surah Aal-Tmran [3:139]
5 Surah Aal-Tmran [3:165]
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“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will surely guide them to Our Paths
(i.e. Allah's Religion - Islamic Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with the Muhsineen (good

doers).”

“Allah linked guidance with struggling. Therefore, the most complete in guidance
are those who strugglc their utmost. The struggle that is prescribed is to struggle
against oneself, against ones’ desires, against the Shaytan, and against this world.
Allah will guide whoever struggles against these four matters to the paths of His
plcasurc which lead to Paradise.”™*

We ask Allah to rectify the state of the Muslims, to protect them from the evil of
their enemies, to preserve the security and faith of the Muslims, to honor His
religion and elevate His Word, and to help them against the disbelievers. Indeed,
Allah is the Protector of those who turn to Him and He is Sufficient for those who
hold onto Him; how great a Patron and how great a Hc]pcr!

5 Surah Al-'Ankabut [29:69]
54 (109) (Al-Fawaid) 2 sl
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CHAPTER

45

AL-'AZIZ (JAJJJ\) The All-Mighty

AL-JABBAAR ( juall):
The Compeller, The Mender

THESE TWO NAMES are mentioned together in Surah Al-
Hashr:
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“He is Allah, Whom (La ilaha illa Huwa) there is none has the right to be worshipped but
He, the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over
His creatures, the /\ll—Mighty, the Compcllcr, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! ( High is He)
above all that they associate as partners with Him.”

The Name of Allah, Al-Jabbaar is found in this verse only, whilst the Name Al-/Aziz
has been mentioned approximatcly one hundred times in the Qurian.

Al-'Aziz is the One to Whom belongs all the meanings of might and honor, as Allah

says in Surah Yunus:
c
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“All power and honor belong to Allah

FIRST MEANING:
The Honour and ;\[ig]n' (?/. Power (558l 5 )

This is a great Actribute of Allah, which the power of the creation cannot match, no
matter how strong they may be. Allah says in Surah Fussilat:

%5 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23]
¢ Surah Yunus [10:65]

CHAPTER 45 PAGE 217



“As for 'Ad, they were arrogant in the land without right, and they said: ‘Who is mightier

than us in strength? See they not that Allah, Who created them was mightier in strength

than them. And they used to deny Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, revelations,
ete.)7

In Surah Al-Hajj, Allah says:
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“They have not estimated Allah His Rightful Estimate. Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-
Mighty."*

SECOND MEANING:
The Honor and Might of Resistance (glieY) 3 3=)

Allah is the Most Rich in His Essence; He is not in need of anyone. His slaves cannot
harm Him or benefit Him. He is The Giver and The Withholder. He is far exalted
from being defeated or overcome by anyone and He is sanctified from every
imperfection and fault that does not suit His greatness and majesty. He is sanctified
from everything that negates His perfection and from taking associates or partners.

Allah says in Surah Saba’:
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to these polytheists and

pagans]: ‘Show me those whom you have joined to Him as partners. Nay (there are not at all
any partners with Him)! But He is Allah (Alone), the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.”™

%7 Surah Fussilat [41:15]
3¢ Surah Al—Hajj [22:74]
% Surah Saba’ [34:27]
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THIRD MEANING:
The Honor and Might of Subjugation and Domination (&l 5 ,edll 3 5e)

Allah dominates and overpowers all of creation. They are all under Allah’s
subjugation; humble before His greatness, submissive to His will. The forelocks of
the creation are in His Hand; nothing can move except by His might, power, and
permission. Whatever Allah wills happens and whatever He does not will does not
happen, and there is no change of situation or power except with Him. In Surah
Aal-Tmran, Allah says:
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)[: ‘O Allah! Possessor of the

kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take the kingdom from whom

You will, and You endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will. In
Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all things.”™*
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“You make the night to enter into the day, and You make the day to enter into the night (i.e.
increase and decrease in the hours of the m'ght and the day during winter and summer).You
bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the dead out of the living. And You give
wealth and sustenance to whom You will without limit (measure or account).”®

From the impacts of belief in this Name is that the humility of the slave seeks Allah
Alone. He does not resort except to Him, nor does he seek honor except from Him,
and he does not seek protection except Allah’s protection. Allah says in Surah Fatir:

3 Aal-Tmran [3:26]
" Aal-ITmran [3:27]
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“Whosoever desires honor, power and glory, then to Allah belongs all honor powm and glory
[and one can get honor , power and glory only by obcymg and wor. shlppmg Allah (Alone)]. 3

The more the slave actualizes this in his life, the more honor he will accain.

Honor and Might entailing the meaning of subjugation is one of the meanings of the
Name of Allah, Al-Jabbaar. Al-Jabbaar is the One Who overpowers everything.
Everything is subdued and humbled before Him. The upper and lower worlds and
all that they comprise of great creations are submissive to Him in their movement
and stillness. They do not have a say in any of the affairs, nor in the judgements and
rulings. Rather, the matter belongs wholly to Allah, and to Him belongs all religious
and decreed judgcments and recompense. There is no judgc except Him, and no
Lord except Him, and no God besides Him.

However, this does not mean that a person is Compc“cd to take his own actions.
Rather, the matter is as Allah says in Surah Al-Kahf:
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“And say: ‘The truth is from your Lord.” Then whosoever wills, let him believe, and
whosoever wills, let him disbelieve.™®

FIRST MEANING:

The meaning of Al-Jabbaar as has been previously mentioned

SECOND MEANING:

The meaning of kindness, mercy, and compassion

> Surah Fatir [35:10]
33 Surah Al-Kahf [18:29]
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He is the One Who mends the broken, enriches the poor, and makes the difficult
easy. He mends those who are sick and afflicted by granting them patience and
wellbeing along with compensating them with a great reward in return for their
affliction. He especially mends those whose hearts are humble before His greatness
and majesty with a special mending. He mends the hearts that love Him and are
humble before His pcrfcction, and those who hopc for His favors by ﬂooding their
hearts with divine love, insight, direction, and guidance.

When the supplicant says: “iosl sl 7 (O Allah! Mend me) he seeks this type of
Jabr by which Allah reforms and fixes him and repels all types of disliked matters
and harm from him. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to
say in the sitting between the two prostrations:
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“O Allah! Pardon me, have mercy on me, help me, guide me, and grant me
sustenance.”%

THIRD MEANING:
The meaning of Al-'Aliy (The Most High)

He is The Most High over all things and to Him belongs all the meanings of
highness: He Himself is High, He is High in His status, and He is High in his
dominance.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to magnify his Lord in
his bowing and prostration by mentioning (<ss=dl 53) which is indicative of the
Name of Allah, Al-Jabbaar:
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Subhaana dhil-jabarooti wal-malakooti wal-kibriyaa’t wal-adhamah

How far from imperfections He is, The Possessor of total power, sovereignty,
magnificence and grandeur.’*

34 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 284
5 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 873, and authenticated by Al-Albani as Sahih
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Dominance is for Allah Alone and whoever is a tyrant from among the creation has
earned the wrath of Allah and deserves His punishment. Allah promises whoever is
like chat will be met with a severe torment. A seal will be put over his heart and he
will enter Hell-Fire on the Day of Resurrection, as He says in Surah Ghafir:
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“Thus does Allah seal up the heart of every arrogant tyrant. (So thcy cannot guidc themselves
to the Righr Path).”¢

In Surah Ibrahim, Allah says:
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“But they (the Messengers) sought victory and help [from their Lord (Allah)], and every

obstinate, arrogant dictator (who refuses to believe in the Oneness of Allah) was brought to a
complete loss and destruction.™?
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“In front of him (every obstinate, arrogant dictator) is Hell, and he will be made to drink
boiling, festering water.”*
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“He will sip it unwillingly, and he will find great difficulty to swallow it down his throat,
and death will come to him from every side, yet he will not die and in front of him, will be a
great torment.”®

6 Surah Ghafir [40:35]

7 Surah Ibrahim [14:15]
3% Surah Ibrahim [14:16]
3 Surah Ibrahim [14:17]
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Some of the Fire (in the shape of a
long neck) will come out of the Fire on the Day of Judgement. It will have two eyes
which can see, two ears which can hear, and a tongue which can speak. It will say: 'I
have been left in charge of three: Every obstinate oppressor, everyone who called
upon a deity besides Allah, and the image makers.””°

We seck refuge with Allah from the Hell-Fire and from the wrath of Al-Jabbaar, and
we seck rcfhgc with Him from bad manners, desires, and sicknesses. \/crily, He
(Blessed and Exalted is He) is the One Who rcsponds to all supp]ications.

7°° At-Tirmidhi no. 2574
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CHAPTER

46

AL-QAREEB (g_quJ\) The Most Near
AL-MUJEEB (wussll): The Responder

ALLAH MENTIONED THESE TWO
N AME S ’I‘ () (j E ’I‘ H E R in Surah Hud:
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“And to Thamud (people, We sent) their brother Salih (Saleh). He said: ‘O my people!
Worship Allah, you have no other Ilah (God) bur Him. He brought you forch from the earch
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and settled you therein. Then ask forgiveness of Him and turn to Him in repentance.
Certainly, my Lord is Near (to all by His Knowledge), Responsive.”™”"

The Name of Allah, Al-Mujeeb is mentioned only in this verse, whereas the Name of
Allah, Al-Qarecb is mentioned in two other places, one of which is in Surah Al-

Baqarah:
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“And when My slaves ask you [O Muhammad (peace and bl essings of Allah be upon him)|
concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond
to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any mediator or
intercessor). So let them obey Me and believe in Me, so that they may be led aright.””

The nearness of Allah being referred to in these verses is a special nearness to His
slaves who love and invoke Him. This nearness is not one which a person can
perceive in reality; it is only known by the impacts of His kindness, guidance, and
care for them, and through His responding to the supplicant and recompensing His
worshippers, as He says in Surah Ghafir:
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“And your Lord said: ‘Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask
Me for anything) I will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship
[i.e. do not invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)], they will

surely enter Hell in humiliation!™”

37 Surah Hud [11:61]

37 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:186]
37 Surah Ghafir [40:60]

>+ Sahih Muslim no. 2675
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There are many Hadiths which affirm Allah’s nearness to His special believing and
pious slaves by hearing their supplications, responding to their calls, and granting
them what thcy request. In an excerpt of a longcr Hadith Qudsi, Allah says:
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When he draws near (to) Me by the span of his hand. I draw near (to) him by the
length of a cubit and when he draws near (to) Me by the length of a cubic. I draw
near (to) him by the length of a fathom and when he draws near (to) Me walking I
draw close to him hurriedly.”*

The Name of Allah, Al-Mujeeb implies that He responds to the supplications of
those who supplicate, answers the requests of those who ask, and does not
disappoint a believer who calls on Him or a Muslim who confides in Him. Allah
loves it when His slaves ask Him for all that benefits them in their religion and
worldly life of food, drink, clothing, and shelter, just as they ask Him for guidance,
forgiveness, success, righteousness, help to obey Him, and the like. In return, He
promises to answer them no matter how great the request, how plenty the amount,
or how diverse the wants. This is an indication of Allah’s perfect ability and
dominion, and that His treasures are never depleted or diminished by His giving,
even if He gave the first and the last of Jinn and mankind and responded to
everything they requested, as is mentioned in the Hadith Qudsi:
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O My servants, even if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole
human race of yours and that of the Jinn also all stand in one plain ground and you
ask Me and I confer upon every person what he asks for, it would not in any way,

cause any loss to Me (even less) than that which is caused to the ocean by dipping a
needle in it}

75 Sahih Muslim, Book 32, Hadich 6246
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It is also mentioned:

5 36 a1 13 13" J8 ey aude ) s ) 5y O 0058 ol G
Alalay Y bl (s 202 5 il Al o 5t (05 s & D ok 4l
"alhaa] po

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (pcacc and b]essings of Allah be upon
him) as saying: When one of you makes a supplication (to his Lord) one should not
say: O Allah, grant me pardon if You so like, but one should beg one's (Lord) with a
will and full devotion, for there is nothing O great in the eye of Allah which He
cannot grnnt.”(“

There are numerous Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him)|] mentioned that encourage supplicating. They mention that Allah
responds to those who supplicate and gives those who ask, and that He is Hayiyy,
Kareem (Shy and Generous); too generous to turn away the one who calls upon Him
or disappoint those who confide in Him or prevents the one who asks Him.
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Salman Al-Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah is The Most Modest,
Generous, when a man raises his hands to Him, He feels shy to return them to him
empty and rejected.””

These texts indicate that Allah does not turn away the bclicving slave who asks Him
and He does not disappoint his hopes. However, there may be instances in which
those who supplicated were not responded to. The reason for that could be because
Allah’s response comes in different forms. Sometimes the person immediately gets
exactly what he wants, other times it is delayed for a wisdom, other times the
response comes in a different form because Allah knows that there was no benefit in

57¢ Sahih Muslim, Book 35, Hadith 6478
77 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3556, and it is authenticated by Al Albani as Sahih
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what he requested and what occurred had greater benefit. Finally, it could be
delayed until the Day of Judgement as a reward for the slave.
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Jubair ibn Nufair narrated that 'Ubadah ibn As-Samit narraced co them that the
Messenger of Allah (peace and b]cssings of Allah be upon him) said: “There is not a
Muslim upon the earth who calls upon Allah with any supplication except that
Allah grants it to him, or He turns away from him the like of it in evil; as long as he
does not supp]icatc for somcthing sinful, or the severing of the ties OFkinship.” Soa
man from the people said: “What if we should increase (in it)?” He (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “(Wich) Allah is more.™”*

From the impacts of belief in the Name of Allah, Al-Mujecb is
that it strengthens a slave’s certainty in Allah, strengthens his
hope in Him, increases his acceptance of Him and hope in what is
with Him, and it removes the sickness of despairing of Allah’s

mcercy.

How can a Muslim not trust his Lord, The Most Generous, The Most Giving, whilst
the dominion of everything is in His Hands? Whatever He wills will happen at the
time He wills, in the way He wills, without any addition or omission, no precedence
or dclay, His judgcmcnt is carried out in the heavens and the earch and all chac is in
them, in the seas and air, and in all parts and particles of the world. He manages
everything as He wills. To Him belongs the creation and command and to Him
belongs all ownership and praise. To Him belongs this world and the next, and to
Him belongs all blessings and favors, and to Him belongs all good praise. In Surah
Ar-Rahman, Allah says:

7% Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3573
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“Whosoever is in the heavens and on earth begs of Him (its needs from Him). Every day He
has a matter to bring forth (such as giving honor to some, disgrace to some, life to some,
death to some, etc.)7

Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.

79 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:29]
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CHAPTER

47

AL-QAAHIR (JA\AM) The Subduer

AL-QAHHAAR (lzll):
The AH—CompeHing

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-QAHHAAR

has been mentioned six times in the Qur'an whilst the Name Al-Qaahir has been
mentioned twice.

In Surah Al-An‘am, Allah says:
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“And He is the Irresistible, above His slaves, and He is the All-Wise, Well-Acquainted with
all things.™™

3% Surah Al-An'am [6:18]
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In Surah Al-An‘am, Allah says:
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“He is the Irresistible, Supreme over His slaves, and He sends guardians (angels guarding and
writing all of one's good and bad deeds) over you™*"

Al-Qahhaar is a hyperbolic form of Al-Qaahir and they both mean the One Who
subdues all of creation and to whom all creatures are submissive to. All the partic]es
and elements of the upper and lower worlds are humble to His power and will.
Nothing occurs and nothing remains inactive except by His will. Whatever He wills
occurs and whatever He does not will does not occur and all of creation are poor to
Him. They do not possess the ability to benefit or bring good to themselves nor
repel harm or evil.

Allah being Al-Qahhaar necessitates perfect life, might, and power. Affirming this
Attribute to Allah is one of the many evidences of His Oneness and of His being
singled out for worship as well as falsifying Shirk (associating partners with Allah).
This Name has been mentioned in six places in the Qur'an, joined with the Names

“Allah” and “Al-Waahid” (The One) in all of them:

FIRSTLY:
In the context of Yusuf (peace be upon him) addressing his companions in the
prison and nullifying associating any partners with Allah:
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“O two companions of the prison! Are many different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One,
the Irresistible?™

3% Surah Al-An'am [6:61]
%2 Surah Yusuf [12:39]
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“You do not worship besides Him but only names which you have named (forged), you and
your fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority. The command (or the judgement)
is for none but Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but Him (i.e. His
Monotheism). That is the (true) straight religion, but most men know not.”*

He clarified the falschood of their Shirk (associating partners with Allah) by his
statement: “Are many different gods better, or Allah?” These gods vary between
trees, stones, angels, the dead, and those besides them who are incapable, weak,
unable to cause harm or benefit, give or prevent; whereas, Allah is the One, to
Whom everything and everyone is subdued.

SECONDLY:

In the context of falsifying what the polytheists act upon of taking idols and
partners although thcy (i.c. the idols) do not possess the ability to benefit or harm
themselves, turning away from the worship of Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhar and
making the rc]igion cxc]usivc]y for Him: In Surah Ar-Ra’d, Allah says:
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% Surah Yusuf [12:40]
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)/: ‘Who is the Lord of the
heavens and the earth? Say: (It is) Allah. Say: ‘Have you then taken (for wo;sup) Auli iyaa’
(protectors, etc.) other than Him, such as have no power either for benefit or for harm to
themselves?” Say: Is the blind equal to the one who sees? Or darkness equal to light? Or do
rhey assign to Allah, partners who created the like of His creation, so that the creation
(which they made and His creation) seemed alike to them.’ Say: “Allah is the Creator of all
things, He is the One, the Irresistible.”"

Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his Tafscer of this verse,
explaining how the Name Al-Qahhaar proves the falschood of Shirk (associating
partners with Allah): “You do not find oneness and dominance belonging, except to
Allah Alone. Every creature has a creature dominating them and above cach
dominator is a dominator higher than him, until the domination ends with Al-
Waahid, Al-Qahhaar. Therefore, domination and monotheism are scrongly linked
and exclusively for Allah Alone. It is clear by compelling, intellectual evidence that
whatever is called upon besides Allah does not have any share in creating the

creation, thus the worship of them is falschood.”

THIRDLY:

In the context of warning and thrcatcning the disbc]icving po]ythcists with
destruction and punishment on the Day they come before Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-
Qahhaar, while chained with shackles of fire, dressed in garments of fire, and with
their faces covered in fire: In Surah Ibrahim, Allah says:

% Surah Ar-Ra'd [13:16]
%5 (415) (Tayseer Al-Kareem Ar-Rahmaan) Ges ) aa )SI s
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“On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens, and
they (all creatures) will appear before Allah, the One, the Irresistible.*

A \ ~ ,/4 e _/_,:,: . s s > AT# <

“And you will see the Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah Islamic
Monotheism, polytheists, disobedient to Allah, etc.) that Day, bound together in fetters;
[Mugarranun in fetters means, with their hands and feet tied to their necks with chains.[7
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“Their garments will be of pitch, and fire will cover their faces.™
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“That Allah may requite each person according to what he has earned. Truly, Allah is Swift

at reckoning.”

FOURTHLY:
In the context of affirming Allah being singled out with divinity: In Surah Saad,

Allah says:
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3% Surah Ibrahim [14:48]
37 Surah Ibrahim [14:49]
38 Surah Ibrahim [14:50]
# Surah Ibrahim [14:51]
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“Say [O Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)[: ‘I am only a warner and
there is no Ilah (God) except Allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah) the One,
the Irresistible. ™"
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“The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is between them, the All-Mighty, the
Off—[*‘orgiving.””‘

Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his Tafscer: “This conclusive
evidence (of Allah’s Oneness and Subdual (dominance) of everything) is a
confirmation of the divinity of Allah because subdual can only be for One. There
can never be two who are equal in their level of subdual. The One Who subdues all,
is thus the One Who has no equal. He is the One Who deserves to be worshipped
Alone just as He Alone subdues cvcrything.”"’Z

FIFTHLY:
In the context of sanctifying Allah from Shirk (associating partners with Allah): In

Surah Az-Zumar, Allah says:
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“Surely, the religion (i.e. the worship and the obedience) is for Allah only. And those who
take Auliyaa’ (protectors and helpers) besides Him (say): ‘We worship them only that they
may bring us near to Allah.’ Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning that wherein
they differ. Truly, Allah guides not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.

9° Surah Saad [38:65]

' Surah Saad [38:66]

% (716) (Tayscer Al-Kareem Ar-Rahmaan) JSPENG\ | JPUN I
% Surah Az-Zumar [39:3]
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“Had Allah willed to take a son (or offspring or children), He could have chosen whom He

pleased out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him! (He is above such things). He is
Allah, the One, the Irresistible.”*

SIXTHLY:

In the context of warning and threatening the polytheists of the Day they will be
displayed before Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhaar, where nothing will be hidden from
Him; neither their deeds nor themselves: In Surah Ghafir, Allah says:
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“The Day when they will (all) come out, nothing of them will be hidden from Allah. Whose is

the kingdom this Day? (Allah Himself will reply to His question): ‘It is Allah's, the One, the
Irresistible!”5
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This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he earned. No injustice (shall be done
to anybody). Truly, Allah is Swift in reckoning.”™*

«“

394 Surah Az-Zumar [39:4]
395 Surah Ghafir [40:16]
96 Surah Ghatir [40:17]
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These six points are clear proof of the link between the Names
Al-Waahid and Al-Qahhaar; for Al-Waahid cannot be except
domin;m'ng, and Al-Qahhaar cannot be except One. This negates
associating partners with Allah and falsifies taking rivals with
Him.

Whoever affirms that Allah is singled out with Qahr should single Him out in
Worship and know the corruption of Shirk (associating partners with Allah). For
how can one made of dust be cqua] to the Lord of the lords? How can a creature
subdued by Allah be equal with Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhaar? Exalted is Allah
from what they associate with Him and Sanctified is He from what they ascribe to
Him.
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CHAPTER

48
AL-WAARITH (L_U\jj\) The Inheritor

THE NAME OF ALLAH AL-WAARITH

is mentioned three times in the Qur'an, all in plura] form:
NO. 01 In Surah Al-Hijr, Allah says:
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“And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death, and We are the Inheritors.™”

NO. 02 In Surah Al-Anbiya’, Allah says:

#7 Surah Al-Hijr [15:23]
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“And (remember) Zakariya (Zachariah), when he cried to his Lord: ‘O My Lord! Leave me
not single (childless), though You are the Best of the inheritors.”*

NO. 03 In Surah Al-Qasas, Allah says:
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“And how many a town (population) have We destroyed, which were thankless for its means

of livelihood (disobeyed Allah and His Messengers by doing evil deeds and crimes)! And those

are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them except a lictle. And verily! We
have been the inheritors.”

Al-Waarith is the One Who remains after the creation perishes. Everything besides
Him will vanish and cvcrything except Him will die, and He is the Ever-Living Who
never dies; the One Who remains and does not perish. To Him belongs the return
and the end and to Him is the final destination.

All owners and what they own will perish, and Allah will inheric all of creation
because He remains while they perish, and He is forever whilst they are temporary.
Allah says in Surah A]—Hijr:
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“And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death, and We are the Inhericors.”

9% Surah Al-Anbiya’ [21:89]
9 Surah Al-Qasas [28:58]
0 Surah Al-Hijr [15:23]
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Allah will inherit the carth and what is on it by causing them all to die. None
besides Allah will remain alive when that time comes. All will vanish and die,
and Allah Alone will remain; the Ever-Living Who never dies.

Allah says in Surah Maryam:
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“Verily! We will inherit the earth and whatsoever is thereon. And to Us they all shall be

2401

returned,

This is a warning to those who are diverted by this world and occupicd with it over
what they have been created for and brought into existence to fulfill, because this
world and all that is in it from its beginning to its end will leave. Allah will inherit
the carth and all that is on it, and they will return to Him and He will recompense
them for the deeds they performed on it.

On that Day, the covering will be removed from mankind and the
delusion of those who attached their hearts to the world will be
removed. They think that they and their properties will remain
therein and they will not return to Allah. So on that Day, they
will be certain that the true Owner is Allah, Al-Waahid, Al-
Qahhaar and that He is the inheritor of their houses and wealth.
It will not benefit them even if their hearts break inco pieces and
they are filled with regret. Therefore, fear Allah, O slaves of Allah,
before the expiry of the covenant and before death befalls you.

Allah exhorted His believing slaves to spend in His sake from the wealch which He
favored them with and made them rtrustees over, rcminding them that He is Al-

Waarith. In Surah Al-Hadid, Allah says:

4 Surah Maryam [19:40]
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“And what is the matter with you, that you spend not in the Cause of Allah? And to Allah

2402

belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth.

Allah is the Owner of the Heavens and Earth and the Owner of everything. The
earth bc]ongs to Him and He causes whomsoever He wills from among His slaves to
inherit it. In Surah Al-A'raf, Allah mentions what Musa (peace be upon him) says:
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“Musa [Moses (peace be upon him)] said to his people: ‘Seck help in Allah and be patient.
Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it as a heritage to whom He wills of His slaves, and the
(blessed) end is for the Muttaqun.™

Paradise is the abode of dignity which He causes whomever He wills from amongst
His slaves to inherit. In Surah Az-Zukhruf; Allah says:

“This is the Paradise which you have been made to inherit because of your deeds which you

used to do (in the life of the world).”***

The Book of Allah is a Book of guidance, honor and success. Allah causes it to be
inherited by those whom He has chosen to be favored out of His generosity. In
Surah Fatir, Allah says:
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#2 Surah Al-Hadid [57:10]
43 Surah A]—A'mf‘[7:128]
4 Surah Az-Zukhruf [43:72]
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“Then We gave the Book (the Qur'an) for inheritance to such of Our slaves whom We chose

[the followers of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]. Then of them are

some who wrong their ownselves, and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of

them are some who are, by Allah's Leave, foremost in good deeds. That (inheritance of the
Qur'an) is indeed a great grace.™

In Surah Maryam, Allah mentions what Zakariya [Zachariah (peace be upon him)] said
when he called out to the Most Merciful Lord:
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“And Verily.’ I fear my relatives afrer me, since my wife is barren. So give me from Yourself,
an heir, ¢
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“who shall inherit me and inherit (also) the posterity of Ya'qoob [Jacob (peace be upon him)]
(inheritance of the religious knowledge and Prophethood, not the wealth, etc.). And make
him, my Lord, one with whom You are Well-pleased!"*?

The inheritance mentioned here is the inheritance of knowledge, Prophethood, and
calling to Allah, not the inheritance of wealth. This blessed inheritance is similarly

mentioned in Surah An-Naml:

495 Surah Fatir [35:32]
¢ Surah Maryam [19:5]
47 Surah Maryam [19:6]
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“And Sulayman [Solomon (peace be upon him)] inherited (the knowledge of) Dawoud [David
(peace be upon him)].™*®

Sulayman (peace be upon him) inherited prophethood from his father

Dawoud (peace be upon him).

The matter bc]ongs Who”y to Allah in the bcginning and end, and He Alone is the

Bestower of Favors. To Him is the return and final abode, and He is the Best of
inheritors.

4% Surah An-Naml [27:16]
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49

AL-MUTAKABBIR ( ySidll)
The Supreme

THE NAME OF ALLAH, AL-

MUTAKABPBITR is mentioned once in the Qur'an. In Surah Al-Hashr,
Allah says:
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“He is Allah, Whom there is La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He)
the King, the Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security, the Watcher over His
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creatures, the All-Mighty, the Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He) above
all that they associate as partners with Him.™

Al-Mutakabbir is a Name that denotes Allah’s being attributed with greatness and
supremacy. The letter ‘Taa’ in Al-Mutakabbir is a “Taa’ of singling Him out and
particularizing Him Alone for supremacy. For this reason, there are severe threats of
pum'shmcnt mentioned for the arrogant.

He is the One Who is supreme over everyone besides Him, and He is supreme over
evil, so nothing comes from Him except good.

Allah is Al-Mutakabbir from every evil, injustice, and shortcoming, and this entails
the affirmation of His perfection in His Names, Attributes, and Actions.

Supremacy befits none except Him because He Alone is the
Owner while everything besides Him is owned. He Alone is the
Nurturer while Cvcrything besides Him is nurtured. He Alone is
the Creator while everything besides Him is created. He Alone is
singlcd out with Attributes of pcrfcction, bcauty, gr:mdeur, and
majesty, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) would say when he glorified his Lord in his bowing and
prostrating;

Aakaally ol il e STl 5 ecm s o
Subhaana dhil-jabarooti wal-malakooti wal-kibriyaa’i wal-'adhamah

How far from imperfections He is, The Possessor of total power, sovereignty,
magnificence and grandeur.*

Regarding the created slave: his place is servitude, humility, brokenness, bowing,
and prostration before the Most Great, Most High, Owner of Majesty. Perhaps, in
this is a secret from the many sccrets of remembering Allah with the Takbeer
(proclaiming the Greatness of Allah) when bowing down and prostrating and
remembering His supremacy and greatness.

9 Surah Al-Hashr [59:23]
#° Sunan Abi Dawoud, no. 873, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih
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If the slave is arrogant, especially regarding the purpose he was created to fulfill
(which is the worship of Allah Alone), Allah will punish him with the greatest
punishment and disgrace him in this life and the next. Allah mentions the various
types of punishments for the arrogant in many places in the Qur'an:

In Surah Ghafir, Allah says:
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“And your Lord said: ‘Invoke Me, [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask
Me for anything) I will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who scorn My worship
[i.e. do not invoke Me, and do not believe in My Oneness, (Islamic Monotheism)] they will

surely enter Hell in humiliation™*"

In Surah Az-Zumar, Allah says:

[a

o\\h

3/"p€—‘=;>)413‘§5 1538 ol &5 253 ‘5;3

() S8 G 15 3 S

“And on the Day of Resurrection you will see those who lied against Allah (i.e. attributed to
Him, sons, partners, etc.); their faces will be black. Is there not in Hell, an abode for the
arrogant ones?’**

Allah gives examples of arrogant people and nations in His Book, and how He
punished them in this world, and what He has prepared for them in the next. This is
to make the path of the criminals clear and to serve as an admonition for those who
take admonitions.

1 Surah Ghatir [40:60]
#2 Surah Az-Zumar [39:60]
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Allah mentions the leader of the arrogant: Iblees, the enemy of Allah, the enemy of
His Religion, and the enemy of His believing slaves. In Surah Saad, Allah says:

(o ST 0 365 58T )
“Except Iblees (Satan); he was proud and was one of the disbelicvers.™"

He mentions Firaun (Pharoah) and his soldiers’ arrogance towards the truth in

Surah Al-Qasas:
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“And he and his hosts were arrogant in the land without righr, and thcy rhoughr that rhey
would never return ro Us."*

He also mentions the arrogance of the previous nations to the truth [Allah mentions
what Nuh (peace be upon him) said to Him regarding his people] in Surah Nuh:
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“But all my calling added nol:hing but to (their) ﬂighr (from the truch).”s

> AR prs <7

> T » bV /‘ -‘}// > 57 7 e
@‘)\L, 4 “’u—<-~}f" ’Bi)" b‘ EFCO)

#3 Surah Saad [38:74]
#4 Surah Al-Qasas [28:39]
#5 Surah Nuh [71:6]
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“And verily! Every time I called unto them that You might forgive them, they thrust their
fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their garments, persisted (in their refusal),

and magnified themselves in pride.”“'(‘

It is indeed wondrous how these possessors of foolish minds and fantasies are
pleased to have arrogance over the slaves of Al-Waahid, Al-Qahhaar and arrogantly
turn away from Al-'Aziz, Al-Ghaffar. Thcy direct their Worship, humi]ity, and
submission to a stone or a tree or a creation which is not attributed with :mything
but humility and poverty. Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar:
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“And when Allah Alone is mentioned, the hearts of those who believe not in the Hereafter are
filled with disgust (from the Oneness of Allah) and when those (whom they obey or worship)
besides Him [like all false deities other than Allah, it may be a Messenger like 'Eesa (Jesus) -
son of Maryam (Mary) or 'Uzair (Ezra), an angel, a pious man, a Jinn, or any other creature,
even idols, graves of religious people, saints, priests, monks, etc.| are mentioned, behold, they
rejoice/™7

How foolish are their minds! We seck refuge in Allah from misguidance and ask
Him to provide us with humility before Him. We ask Him to grant us refuge from
the path of the arrogant, for He Alone, the Most Blessed and Exalted is the
Supporter and Helper.

#¢ Surah Nuh [71:7]
#7 Surah Az-Zumar [39:45]
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5> 0O
AN-NUR (JJAM) The Light

is mentioned in the Qui'an in Surah An-Nur:
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“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The parable of His Light is as (if there were)
a niche and within it a lamp, the lamp is in glass, the glass as it were a brilliant star, lit from
a blessed tree, an olive, neither of the east (i.e. neither it gets sun rays only in the morning)
nor of the west (i.e. nor does it get sun rays only in the afternoon, but it is exposed to the sun
all day long), whose oil would almost glow forth (of itself), though no fire touched it. Light
upon Light.’ Allah guides to His Light whom He wills. And Allah sets forfh pambles for

7418

mankind, and Allah is All-Knower of everything.

From this and other mentioned texts, we learn that this Name has been mentioned
in the following four contexts:

NO. 01 As a Name of Allah
NO. 02 As a description attributed to Him

Allah says in Surah Az-Zumar:
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“And the earth will shine with the light of its Lord (Allah, when He will come to judge among
men) and the Book will be placed (open) and the Prophets and the witnesses will be brought
forward, and it will be judg@d between them with truch, and fhey will not be wronged.”““’

NO. 03 The linkagc oin.s‘ Lig/u‘ to the Heavens and Eartch
In Surah An-Nur, Allah says:
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“Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth."**°

#% Surah An-Nur [24:35]
#9 Surah Az-Zumar [39:69]
#° Surah An-Nur [24:35]
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NO. 04

The mentioning of His veil being Light
C o C C

In an excerpt of a longer Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him)], he said:

Adla o 850 4] g Le agh s AL CZAY AES 31 5 Mlaa

“His Veil is Light, and if He were to remove it, the glory of his Face would burn

everything of His creation as far as His gaze reaches.™

Shaikh As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said in comprehensivc Wording that

clarifies the meaning of this Name:

NO. 01

Tangible Light:

This is what He has been atcributed with of great light. His veil is light,
and if He were to remove it from His Face, the g]ory of His Face and the
light of His Magnificence would burn everything of His creation as far
as His gaze reaches. This light cannot even be further explained except
through what this Hadith [saying of the Prophct (pcacc and b]cssings of
Allah be upon him)| explains to us. All the lights in the upper heavens
are from His light. The light of Paradise is from His light and the light
of the Throne and the Footstool are from His light, in addition to the
light of the sun, the moon, and the stars.

Intangible Light:

This is the light which enlightens the hearts of His Prophets, Chosen
Ones, Special Believing Slaves, and Angels. It is the light of knowing
Him and loving Him; for verily, the knowledge of Him in the hearts of
His spccia] bc]icving slaves is a light in accordance to how much they
know of His majestic and beautiful Aceributes. Each one of His
Attributes affects their hearts, for the knowledge of Allah is the greatest
and noblest knowledge.

The meanings of magnificence, grandc‘ur and majesty fill che hearts wich

the /ig/u' q/"J'cvcrmria/4/“051)'. 11151g11{/‘?cal‘i<)71, and greatness.

#* Sunan Ibn Majah, Book 1, no. 195
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e The meanings of beauty, goodness, and generosity fill the hearts with
the light of love and longing.

¢ The meanings of mercy, compassion, and gentleness fill the hearts with
the light of goodness, gratitude and praise.

e The meanings of divinity fill the hearts with the light of servitude and
drawing near. Tt fills the hearts with the freedom of being totally
attached to Allah out of hope and fear.

e The meanings of knowledge, encompassment, and special witnessing
and nearness fill the hearts with the light of His observarion. It takes them
to the level of Thsan (excellence) to worship Allah as if you see Him, for
if‘you cannot see Him, Verily He sees you.

The light mentioned in Surah An-Nur (24:35) is the light of belief in Allah, His
Attributes, and signs. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
would invoke Allah to attain this light:

15 aad (8 5 1055 (s ma (A5 1058 a8 150 (B & Jad) 2l
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O Allah! place light in my heart, light in my hearing, light in my sight, light on my
right, light on my left, ]ight in front of me, ]ight behind me, 1ight above me, ]ig]’lt
below me, make light for me.#?

When the heart is filled with this type of light, it overflows to the face and lights it
up. According]y, the limbs surrender to His obedience and it prevents the slave from
committing sins.

Since An-Nur is one of Allah’s Names and Aceributes, His Religion is light, His
Messengers are light, His Speech is light, His Paradise is light, and light is kindled in
the hearts of His believing slaves. It flows on their tongues and appears on their
faces, and Allah will perfect this light for them on the Day of Judgement, as He says
in Surah At-Tahrim:

422

Sahih Muslim, Book of Supplications, no. 763j (English version)
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“Their Lighr will run forward bcfore them and with (their Records - Books of deeds) in their
right hands they will say: ‘Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us [and do not put it off till
we cross over the Sirat (a slippery bridge over the Hell) safely] and grant us forgiveness.
Verily, You are Able to do all things.”"‘z'}

43 Surah At-Tahrim [66:8]
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AL-MUHSIN (pesal)): The Good-Doer

T HTS N AN LE has been mentioned in the Qur'an as a verb rather than a

Name, such as in Surah Al-Qasas:

E L Lo e >%

“and do good as Allah has been good to you™**

This Name is affirmed in three Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him)]. He said:

Opimnall Sony Gonds il (8 o giald A1 13) 5 o) glaeld ks 13)

#+ Surah Al-Qasas [28:77]
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“If you judge, then be just and if you kill, then do it with excellence, for verily Allah

is Muhsin and loves the Muhsineen.”

The Name of Allah, Al-Muhsin refers to favors, blessings, giving, generosity, and
benevolence. Al-Thsan (excellence) is an Aceribute that is essential to Allah; nothing
that exists is void of His Thsan (excellence) even for a blink of an eye, by His
bringing them into existence, bcstowing favors upon them, and providing for cthem.

In Surah At-Taghabun, Allah says:

\-/., HA_JL) . //,\3 ///

“and He shaped you and made good your shapcs, and to Him is the final Return.

426

The greatest Thsan (excellence) is guidancc to this rc]igion, expansion of the chest to
the obedience of Allah, and being kept firm on the truth and guidance until death,
until chat leads to entering Paradise on the Day ofjudgcmcnt and seeing Allah.

Allah loves for His slaves to seck nearness to Him through what His Names entail of
meaning; so He is Ar-Rahman and loves the merciful, and He is Al-Kareem and
loves those who are generous, and He is Al-Muhsin and He loves the Muhsineen. He
says in Surah Al-Baqarah:
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“and do good. Truly, Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers).”*

The Thsan (excellence) of the slave is the highest level of the religion as is mentioned
in the famous Jibreel Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him)], where Thsan is described as: “\X/orshipping Allah as iFyou see Him, for
verily if you do not see Him, He sces you.” This is Thsan (excellence) in the worship

of Allah.

#5 Sahih Al-Jami’ no. 494, and authenticated by Al-Albani as Hasan
#¢ Surah At-Taghabun [64:3]
#7 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:195]
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There is also another type of Thsan (excellence) with regards to dealing with the
slaves of Allah, such as dutifulness to parents, maintaining relations between kith
and kin, Fu]ﬁ']]ing the rights of others, hc]ping those in need, preventing harm from
reaching people and striving hard to bring goodness to them. Allah promises a great
reward in return.

From the great impacts of Thsan (excellence) in this world is
expansion of the chest and the heart being at rest. Ibn Al-Qayyim
(may Allah have mercy on him) said when mcntioning the means
to expansion of the chest: “And of them (i.c. the means) is Thsan
(excellence) to the creation and benefitting them through what
onc has of wealth, position, and physical strength. For indeed the
generous good-doer has the broadest chest, best soul, and most
delighted heart, whilst the miserly person who does not do any
Thsan (excellence) has the most constricted chest, difficule life,

and the greatest of concerns and worries.”*

Allah combined both immediate and delayed rewards (in this world and the next)
for the Muhsineen (the good-doers). In Surah Aal-Tmran, Allah says:
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“So Allah gave them the reward of this world, and the excellent reward of the Hereafter. And
Allah loves Al-Muhsinun.”#

May Allah, out of His favor and generosity, make us among them.

#8 (25-26\2) daall 3l ) Zaad al-Ma’ad
9 Surah Aal-Tmran [3:148]
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The Recompenser

has been affirmed to Allah in cthe Sunnah:
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Jabir ibn '"Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I purchased a camel and
rode it hard for a month until I reached Syria. 'Abdullah ibn Unays (may Allah be
pleased with him) was there, and I sent word to him, saying: ‘Jabir is at the door.”
The messenger returned and said: ‘Jabir ibn 'Abdullah? “Yes, I rcp]icd. So 'Abdullah
came out and embraced me. I said: ‘A Hadith reached me which I had not heard
before and I feared that one of us might die.” He went on, “I heard the Prophet, may
Allah bless him and grant him peace, say: ‘Allah will gather His slaves naked,
uncircumcised, without anything’ We asked: “What is meant by “without anything™?
The Prophet said: “They will have nothing with them.” (The Prophet went on,) “They
will be called by a voice that is heard from afar (and I chink chat he said, ‘as if ic was
from close at hand’), saying: “I am the King. I am The One Who Recompenses. None
of the people of the Garden will enter the Garden while any of the people of the Fire
arc secking him for some injustice he did to him. None of the people of the Fire will
enter the Fire while any of the people of the Garden are secking him for an injustice
he did to him.” T asked: ‘How is this? We come to Allah naked and without any
worldly goods? He said: “This applies to good actions and evil actions.”

Ad-Dayyaan is the One Who recompenses and accounts. Allah will gather the first
and last of the people on the Day of Judgement. They will be naked, barefoot, and
uncircumcised, having nothing with them from this world, and they will be
accounted and recompensed for what they brought of deeds in their life in the
Dunya (worldly life); if it is good, they will be rewarded with good, and if it is evil,
thcy will be rewarded with evil. Allah says in Surah Al—/\nbiya’:

4 Al-Adab Al-Mufrad no. 970
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“And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection, then none will be dealt
with unjustly in anything. And if there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it.
And Sufficient are We as Reckoners.™

The Day of ]udgemcnt is called “Yawm ad-Deen” because it is the Day of
Recompense and account. Allah says in Surah Al-Fatihah:

() i e

“The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e. the Day of

Resurrection)™*
The Owner of the Day of Recompensing deeds and accounting them.

When the intelligent person knows that His Lord is Ad-Dayyaan,
and that the Day of Judgement is a day of recompense and
accounting, and that He will definitely meet Allah on that Day
and see all his deeds displayed before him, both the good and evil,
then he should take himself into account for that Day and prepare
for it.

Imam Ahmad narrated in “Az-Zuhd™¥ that Abu Ad-Dardaa’ (may Allah be pleased
with him) said: “The good deed does not wear out, and the sin is not forgotten, and

#' Surah Al—/\nbiya’ [21:47]
#2 Surah Al-Fatihah [1:4]
3 No. 764
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Ad-Dayyaan does not sleep, so do what you please, for what goes around comes
around.”

The intelligent person is the one who accounts himself while he is in the abode of
action and the incapable is the one who procrastinates and persists in his
misguid:mcc and follows his desires uncil he is suddcn]y overtaken with regret.

'Umar ibn Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Account yourselves
before you are accounted and weigh your deeds before you will be weighed. The
accounts will be easier for you tomorrow if you take yourself into account today.
Adorn yourself for the great display; on that Day you will be presented, and nothing
will be hidden from you.”*

When the Companions asked the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) how the accounting will be when people will come to Allah on the Day of
Judgement naked, barefoot, having nothing with them, he (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said:

CHEL 5 calizally

“With good deeds and bad deeds.”»

Allah will take the good deeds of the oppressor for the oppressed, and if he
does not have any good deeds, Allah will take from the bad deeds of oppressed
and thcy will be entered into his (the opprcssor’s) account and he will be
admitted into the Hell-Fire. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said in a Hadich:
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# Sahih Ac-Targheeb no. 3608, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan
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“Do you know who is the bankrupt?” They said: “The bankrupt among us is one who
has neither money with him nor any property.” He (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: “The real bankrupt of my Ummah would be he who would come on
the Day of Resurrection with Salat, Saum and Sadaqah (charity), but (he will find
himself bankrupt on that Day as he will have exhausted the good deeds) because he
reviled others, brought calumny against others, unlawfully devoured the wealth of
others, shed the blood of others and beat others; so his good deeds would be credited
to the account of those (who suffered at his hand). If his good deeds fall short to
clear the account, their sins would be entered in his account and he would be
thrown in the (Hell) Fire.#¢

And from the perfection of Allah’s recompensing on that Day is thac He Himself
will come to judge between the slaves, as He says in Surah Al-Fajr:
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“And Hell will be brought near that Day. On that Day will man remember, but how will
that remembrance (then) avail him?+®
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“He will say: ‘Alas! Would that I had sent forth (good deeds) for (this) my lifel™”

#¢ Sahih Muslim no. 2581
#7 Surah Al-Fajr [89:22]
4% Surah Al-Fajr [89:23]
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Therefore, O slave, reflect over that Day and remember that Allah is Ad-Dayyaan,
and that all the rights will be returned to their people on that Day, and there will be
nothing thereafter on that Day except good deeds and evil deeds.

O Allah! Protect us from disgrace on the Day of Regret and from being exposed on
the Day of Standing; the Day when neither wealth nor children will benefit, excepe
for the one who brings Allah a pure heart.

49 Surah Al-Fajr [89:24]
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53

AL-MUQADDIM,
AL-MU'AKHKHIR
The EXpediter, The Delaycr

[ HE \ E [ W (j N "\ ME 5 have been mentioned in many Hadiths

[sayings of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]; of them is the
following supplication:
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O Allah forgive my sins, my mistakes, my excessiveness in my affairs, and that which
You know better than myself. O Allah grant me forgiveness (for the faules which I
committed) in earnest or in jest, and which I committed inadvcrtcnt]y or
deliberately; and indeed, all of these (failings) are in me. O Allah forgive me for
what has come to pass of my sins and what will come to pass, and those I have
committed in secret as well as those I have committed in public, and those which
You know better than myself, You are Al-Mugaddim (the Expediter) and Al-
Mu'akhkhir (the Dclaycr), and You are Able to do all things.“‘“‘

These two Names are coupled Names which cannot be mentioned
scparatc]y because their comp]ction is in them bcing joincd
together. Bringing forward and delaying are two Actributes of
Allah which indicate His perfect ability and implementation of
His will, in addition to His perfect wisdom.

This bringing forward and delaying can be universal, such as the bringing forward of
some creations over others and delaying some creation over others and bringing
forward the means before their consequences and the conditions before their results,
and the like. It can also be religious, such as favoring the Prophets over the rest of
creation and favoring some Prophets over others. Allah favored some slaves over
others and brought them forward in knowledge, faith, deeds, and manners, and
delayed those whom He delayed with some of that. All of this is in accordance to
His wisdom; He brings forward those whom He wills of His creation to His mercy
by His guidance and favor, and He keeps back those whom He wills from that by
His justice.

These two Names mentioned in the Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upn him)] are in the context of secking forgiveness for all sins; the past
and future, the secret and open, the unintentional and intentional. Sins delay a slave
and Allah’s forgiveness brings him forward and elevates him.

All matters belong to Allah and are in His Hands; He debases and elevates, He
honors and humiliates, He gives and withholds. For whomever Allah writes honor,
clevation and advancement, no one can prevent him from that. Similarly, for
whomever Allah writes humiliation, disgrace, and delay, no one can rid him of that.

The slave is in dire need of striving towards what benefits him and taking righteous
paths which will bring him forward and attain Allah’s pleasure, as well as staying

#° Muslim no. 2719
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away from the evil paths which will push him back and make him fall into Allah’s
anger. Allah says in Surah Al-Muddathir:
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“To any of you that chooses to go forward (by working righrcous deeds), or to remain behind
(l by commitring sins), 744

He will go forward by an action which brings him closer to his Lord, His
pleasure and the Abode of Dignity, or be pushed back by committing a sin
which will distance him from the pleasure of Allah and bring him closer to
His Anger and the Hell-Fire. There is no sufﬁ'cicncy for che slave from Allah,
Al-Mugaddim, Al-Mu‘akhkhir in performing what brings him forward and
distancing himself from what delays him. He needs Him in all his affairs, is
poor to Him in all his needs and He is not sufficient from (capable without)
His Lord and Patron for a blink of an eye.

The belief of the slave that Allah Alone is Al-Muqaddim, Al-Mu‘akhkhir with no
partners results in complete humility towards Him, a strong desire for what is with
Him, as well as fear of Him, lack ofdcspairing of His mercy, lack ()ffeeling safe from
His plot and being keen in competing to perform good deeds. Allah says in Surah
Al-Hadid:
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“Race one with another in hasrening towards Forgiveness from your Lord (Allah), and
towards Paradise, the width whereof is as the width of heaven and earth, prepared for those

#' Surah Al-Muddathir [74:37]
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who believe in Allah and His Messengers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on
whom He pleases. And Allah is the Owner of Great Bounty.™*

It is incumbent upon us to bring forward what Allah has brought forward and delay
what Allah has delayed, and love what He loves and hate what He hates, for that is
the stronghold of faith.

#* Surah Al-Hadid [57:21]
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CHAPTER

5 4
The Good and Pure

has been mentioned in the following Hadith [saying of the

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger (peace

and blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying: “O people, Allah is Good and He
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therefore, accepts only that which is good. And Allah commanded the believers as
He commanded the Messengers by saying: ‘O Messengers, eat of the good things, and
do good deeds; Vcrily [ am aware of what you do’. And He said: ‘O those who believe,
cat of the good things that We gave you’. He then made a mention of a person who
travels widely, his hair disheveled and covered with dust. He lifts his hand towards
the sky (and thus makes the supp]ication): ‘O Lord, O Lord, whereas his diet is
unlawful, his drink is unlawful, and his clothes are unlawful, and his nourishment is
unlawful. How then can his supplication be acccptcd?”“‘”

Allah, At-Tayyib is the One Who is Pure and Free from all shortcomings and faults
This is because the original meaning of the word is purification and soundness from
filch. Allah does not cease to be perfect in His Essence, His Acttributes, His Actions
and His Spccch. He says and does what His pcrﬂ‘ction and greatness necessitate, and
He does not say or do what opposes that.

We affirm this meaning and what it indicates of the Name Ac-
Tayyib in the first Tashahhud of prayer when we say “Clyhll”
(Tayyibaat) refering to Allah.

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “At-Tayyibaat (good and pure)
in speech, actions, attributes, and names belong to Allah Alone, for He is Tayyib,
and His Actions are Tayyib, and His Actributes are the best, and His Names are the
best names, and His Name is Ac-Tayyib. Nothing comes from Him except good, and
nothing is raised to Him except good, and nothing comes near to Him except good.
His speech is good, and all good speech is raised to Him. His actions are good and
only good actions ascend to Him. Goodness in its entirety belongs to Him, and it is
connected to Him, sourced from Him, and ends with Him.

Only the good and pure can be in His vicinity in Paradise, as it is said to the pcoplc
of Paradise in Surah Az-Zumar:
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“Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be upon you)! You have done well, so enter here to abide
therein."4#

43 Sahih Muslim no. 1015
#4 Surah Az-Zumar [39:73]
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Nothing becomes good except by the goodness of Allah, for the goodness of
everything besides Him is from the impact of His goodness, and this good salutation
is not suitable for anyone except Him.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said in the following
Hadich:
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“Allah is Good and He therefore, accepts only that which is good.”“‘ﬁ

This means that Allah does not accept any deeds or words except those that are
good. Therefore, the believer does not do except good and he does not say except
good and he does not carn except good and he does not spend except from what is
good. Deeds, words, and convictions can thus be described as Ta)yib and they are
divided into Tayyib (good and pure) or Khabith (evil and impure). Allah says in
Surah Al-Maa’idah:
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“Say [0 Muhammad (pcacc and blessings of Allah be upon him)/: ‘Not equal are Al-
Khabith (all that is evil and bad as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.) and At-
Tayyib (all that is good as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons, foods, etc.), even though the

abundance of Al-Khabith (evil) may please you.

The monotheistic Religion is entirely good and pure in its beliefs, rulings, and
manners. Its beliefs go back to belief in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, the Last Day, and the Pre-Ordained Decree; both good and bad. It is the
correct creed which gives rest to the hearts, purifies the souls, and takes the one who
believes and holds fast to it to the noblest goal.

Allah divided speech into both good and evil. He says in Surah Ibrahim:

45 Sahih Muslim no. 1015
#¢ Surah Al-Maa’idah [5:100]

CHAPTER 54 PAGE 269



~ / ///} ///
‘\-LJ-"-5 Tt

“Allah sets forth a parable - A goodly word as a goodly tree™

- T L7707 Rt
44,{:.3-;,_»‘...5 Ju.a_)

“And the parable of an evil word is that of an evil tree™*

He says in Surah Fatir:
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“To Him ascend (all) the goodly words, and the righteous deeds exalt it.”**

He described the believers with goodncss in Surah An-Nahl:
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“Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious state.”°

The angels will say at the time of death:
codall sl ik Al gl a0

“Come out, O good soul that was in a good body™"

#7 Surah Tbrahim [14:24]

48 Surah Ibrahim [14:26]

#9 Surah Fatir [35:10]

#° Surah An-Nahl [16:32]

#* Sunan Ibn Majah, Vol 5, book 37, no. 4403 (English version)
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They will greet them when they enter Paradise and say to them:
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“You have done well, so enter here to abide therein.”5

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) mentioned that if a believer
visits his brother for the sake of Allah, the angels say to him:
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May you be good, may your walking be good, and may you occupy a dignified

position in Paradise.*

The believer is all good in his heart, his tongue, and his body because of what resides
in his heart of faith, which is made apparent on his tongue by remembrance of Allah

and on his limbs by good deeds.

When the believer becomes good and pure in this abode in terms of his belief,
actions, and words, Allah honors him in the next life by entering Him into the
Abode of the Pure which no one enters except the pure. Allah says in Surah An-
Nahl:
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“Those whose lives the angels take while they are in a pious state (i.e. pure from all evil, and

worshipping none but Allah Alone) saying (to them): Salamun 'Alaikum (peace be on you)
enter you Paradise, because of (the good) which you used to do (in the world).”**

42 Surah Az-Zumar [39:73]
#3 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 2008, and Al-Albani authenticated it as Hasan
#* Surah An-Nahl [16:32]
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Because of their goodness it is said to them: “Enter it!”

Therefore, whomsoever of the believers comes on the Day of Judgement carrying
sins whose traces they did not remove in this abode by repentance or secking
forgiveness, if Allah does not pardon them, He will prevent them from entering
Paradise until thcy are puriﬁ'cd from them. If thcy are not puriﬁ'cd by the horrors
and difficulties of the standing on the Day of Judgement, then they must be
admitted into the Hell-Fire to be purified from the filth. Only then will they leave

and enter Paradise.

As for the disbelievers, there is nothing for them on the Day of Judgement except
the Hell-Fire, where they will abide therein forever. It is the abode of evil and filchy
speech, actions, food, and drink, and it is the abode of the filthy and evil. Allah says
in Surah Al-Anfal:
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“In order that Allah may distinguish the wicked (disbelicvers, polytheists and doers of evil
deeds) from the good (believers of Islamic Monotheism and doers of righteous deeds), and put
the wicked (disbelievers, polytheists and doers of evil deeds) one on another, heap them
together and cast them into Hell. Those! It is they who are the losers.”

NO. 01 The abode of the purely good, and it is the abode of those who come
with good which is not tainted with evil; these are the complete
believers.

NO. 02 The abode of the purely evil, and it is the abode of those who come with
evil without any good; these are the disbelievers.

# Surah Al-Anfal [8:37]
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NO. 03 The abode of those who have both evil and good, and these are the
disobedient amongst the monotheists. When they enter the Hell-Fire
they will not remain forever therein; rather, they will be punished in
accordance to their deeds, then they will leave and enter Paradise.

After that, there will not remain except two abodes: the abode of the purely good
and the abode of the purely evil.

O Allah, make us of Your good and pure slaves to whom it will be said on the Day of
Judgement:
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“Enter Paradise, no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.”“s(’

¢ Surah Al-A'raf [7:49]
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CHAPTER

5 5
The Curer

is affirmed in the Prophetic Sunnah [practice of the

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him):
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‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to treat some of his wives by passing his right
hand over the placc of ailment and saying: “O Allah, the Lord of the peoplc! Remove
the trouble and heal the patient, for You are the Healer. No healing is of any avail
but Yours; healing that will leave behind no ailment.™7

#7 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 5743
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o Cure of the breasts from doubts, envy, hatred, and so forth of the sicknesses of the
hearts, and

o (Cure ()_/" the bodies from sicknesses and ailments

There is no cure except Allah’s cure and no curer except Him, as Ibrahim [Abraham
(peace be upon him)] said in Surah Ash- Shu'araa:
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“And when [ am ill, it is He Who cures me.”®

He Alone is singlcd out with curing and no one else. Therefore, it is
incumbent upon every responsible person to believe with firm belief that
there is no one who cures except Allah. The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) clarified this in his statement:
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“O Allah, the Lord of Mankind, the Remover of distress, cure, for You are the Curer;
there is no Cure but Yours, a cure that will leave behind no ailment.”?

The greatest means to Allah in secking His cure from discases and sickness is to
implore Him by singling Him out in His Ruboobiyah (Lordship) and that cure is in
His Hands Alone; there is no cure for anyone except by His permission. This is
because the command is His command, the creation is His creation, and everything
is by His management. What He wills happens and what He does not will does not
happcn, and there is no ability or might to move from situation to situation except
with Him.

48 Surah Ash-Shuaraa [26:80]
9 Al-Bukhari no. 5743
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The belief of the slave that cure is in Allah’s Hands Alone should not prevent him
from taking beneficial means such as medication and secking treatment. The
Prophct (pcacc and blcssings of Allah be upon him) mentioned different types of
beneficial remedies and they do not negate reliance on Allah or the belief that the
cure is in His Hands:
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Usamah ibn Sharik said: “Some bedouins asked: ‘O Messenger of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) shall we treat (our ill)?” He said: ‘Yes, O worshipers
of Allah! use remedies. For indeed Allah did not make a disease but He made a cure
for it - or - a rcmcdy. Except for one disease. Thcy said: ‘O Messenger of Allah

460

(pcacc and b]cssings of Allah be upon him)! what is it? He said: ‘Old age.

This is because the reality of Tawakkul (reliance on Allah) is the reliance of the
heart upon Allah in attaining what benefits it and repelling all that harms it in its
religious and worldly affairs. However, along with this, one should take the available
beneficial means. Repelling hunger and thirst with cating and drinking does not
negate faith, as Allah says in Surah Ash- Shuaraa:
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“And it is He Who feeds me and gives me to drink.”"

Similarly, repelling sicknesses with beneficial treatments and medication does not
negate belief.

40 Ae-Tirmidhi, Vol. 4, book 2, no. 2038 (English version)
4" Surah Ash- Shu'araa [26:79]
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FIRST:

To only take means which are confirmed in the Islamic Law or are universally tested

and known.

SECOND:
To not depend on the means but to depend on the One Who created the means.

THIRD:

To know that no matter how great and strong the means may be, they are tied to the
decree of Allah. This is in order for the slave to not depend on them and to know
the perfection of Allah’s Ability.

We ask Allah, The Great, The Lord of mankind, The Remover of sickness, The

Curer, to cure our sick and the sick among our Muslim brethren.
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CHAPTER

56

The Most Beautiful

is affirmed in the following Hadith [saying of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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It Is narrated on the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with
him) that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

“He who has in his heart the weight of a mustard sced of pride shall not enter
Paradise.” A person (amongst his hearers) said: “Verily a person loves that his dress

should be fine, and his shoes should be fine.” He (the Prophet) remarked: “Verily,
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Allah is Beautiful, and He loves beauty. Pride is disdaining the cruth (out of self-

conceit) and contempt for the people.™

This noble Name affirms the beauty of Allah in His Names, Atcributes, Actions, and
Noble Self: If a slave witnesses anything of the beauty of Allah’s Actions it serves as
proof for the beauty of His Attributes, and the beauty of His Actributes are
evidence of the beauty of His Noble Self.

The true God is the One Who is loved and praised for His Noble Self. Therefore, it
is incumbent upon the slave to know that there is no one who deserves to be
Worshippcd except Allah, then loves Him and praises Him for His Noble Self and
perfection. In addition to that, He should know that there is no true good doer in all
categories of blessings, both outer and inner, except Allah; therefore, he loves Him
for His benevolence and favors.

Knowing Allah by His Beauty is of the mightiest and greatest types of knowledge.

Those who are most complete in their knowledge are those who know Allah by His
perfection. The Prophet’s (peace and blessing be upon him) statement:
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“Verily, Allah is Beautiful, and He loves Beauty™

NO. 01 Knowlcdgc

NO. 02 Action

The slave firscly knows Allah by His Beauty of which nothing is comparable to, then
he worships Him by the beauty that He loves of utterances, deeds, and manners. For
indeed, Allah loves for His slaves to bcautify their tongues with cruthfulness, their
hearts with sincerity, love, repentance, and trust, and their limbs with obedience. He
also loves for them to make His blessings upon them apparent by wearing clean
garments, cutting their nails, and so forth. Therefore, they know Him by His

42 Sahih Muslim, Book 1, no. 171
4% Riyad as-Salihin, Vol. 5, book 41, no. 2819 (English version)
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Attribute of beauty, and worship Him by beauty which He legislated. The
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) said:
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“Allah loves to see the sign of His Bounties on his slave.™

Allah loves to see the impact of His blessings upon His slaves. Making Allah’s
blessings apparent constitutes gratitude to Allah, and gratitude is an inner beauty.
Allah loves to see the outer beauty of His slaves through His favors and the inner
beauty which is showing gratitude for them. Due to of His love for beauty, Allah
sent down garments and adornments for His slaves to beautify themselves outwardly
and He commanded them to have Taqwa (picty/fear) to beautify themselves
inwardly. He says in Surat Al-A'raf:
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“O Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover yourselves (screen your
private parts, etc. ) and as an adornment, and the raiment of righteousness, that is better.”4%

He says regarding the people of Paradise in Surah Al-Insan:
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“So Allah saved them from the evil of that Day, and gave them Nadratan (a light of beauty)
and joy.™¢
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“And their recompense shall be Paradise and silken garments, because thcy were patiem.”“(’7

44 At-Tirmidhi, Vol 5, book 41, no. 2819 (English version)
455 Surat Al-A'raf [7:26]
¢ Surah Al-Insan [76:11]
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Allah adorned their faces with a light of beauty and their inner selves with
happiness and their bodies with silk. And the perfection of all favors upon the
pcop]c of Paradise and the greatest dclight for them is to see their God, their Lord,
their Patron; The Most Beautiful, The Most Majestic. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
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When those deserving of Paradise would enter Paradise, the Blessed and the Exalted
would ask: “Do you wish Me to give you zmything more?” Thcy would say: “Hast
Thou not brightened our faces? Hast Thou not made us enter Paradise and saved us
from the Fire?” He (the narrator) said: He (God) would lift the veil, and of things
given to them, nothing would he dearer to them than the sight of their Lord, the
Mighty and the Glorious.**

O Allah, we ask You for the delight of looking at Your Noble Face and the longing
to meet You, without a calamity that will bring about harm, nor a trial that will
cause deviation.

47 Surah Al-Insan [76:12]
48 Sahih Muslim no. 181a

CHAPTER 56 PAGE 281



CHAPTER

57

The Restrainer, The Expander

are mentioned in a Hadith [saying of the Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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It was narrated that Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “Prices
rose during the time of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him), and they said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, prices have risen, so fix the prices for us.
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He said: ‘Indeed Allah is the Musa'iir (The One Who sets prices), the Qaabidh, (The
Restrainer), the Baasit, (The Expander). And I am hopeful that I meet my Lord and
none of you are secking (recompense from) me for an injustice involving blood or
wealch. ™

Al-Baasit is the One Who stretches forth provision for
whomsoever He wills from among His slaves and Al-Qaabidh is
the One Who tightens or deprives whomsoever He wills from His
provision, and this is because of what He knows of the benefit
therein for them. Allah says in Surah Ash-Shura:
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“And if Allah were to enlarge the provision for His slaves, t:hey would Surely rebel in the
earth, but He sends down by measure as He wills.”7°

Withholding is constriction in provision and stretching forth is expansion and
increase in provision, and all these matters are in the Hands of Allah. He is the One
Who withholds and expands, the One Who brings down and elevates, the One Who
gives and prevents, the One Who honors and humiliates, and He has no partner
with Him.

Whomsoever Allah has extended wealth, knowledge, or position should spend what
Allah has given him for His sake and be good to the slaves of Allah as Allah has been
good to him. For whomever Allah has constrained, should turn to Allah Alone and
ask Him for help and expansion in his provision.

Allah stretches forch wealth, well-being, life, and knowledge to whomever He wills,
and He tightens it, as He is The All-Wise, The All-Aware. Allah’s constriction is a
blessing for the believing slave because it prevents him from transgression,
oppression, and wrongdoing.

49 Sunan Ibn M:lj:lh, Vol. 3, book 12, no. 2200 (English version)
#7° Surah Ash-Shura [42:27]
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The expansion of provision is in the Hands of Allah and one of the means of its
expansion is by joining relations between kith and kin. The Prophet (peace and

blessings of Allah be upon him) said:
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“Whoever loves that he be granted more wealth and thac his lease of life be
prolonged, then he should keep good relations with his kith and kin.™”

May Allah strecch forth upon us His blessings, mercy, favors and provision.

7' Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 5986
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CHAPTER

5 8

The Bestower of Favors

is confirmed in the following Hadith [saying of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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It was narrated that Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I was
sitting with the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and a
man was standing and praying. When he bowed, prostrated and recited the
Tashahhud, he supplicated, and in his supplication, he said:

Allahumma inni as'aluka bi-anna lakal-hamd, la ilaha illa ant, Al-Mannaanu, Badi'us-
Samawaati wal-ard, ya Dhul-Jalaali wal-Tkraam! Ya Hayyu, ya Qayyum! Inni as'aluka.

“O Allah, indeed T ask You since all praise is due to You, there is none Worthy of
Worship but You, the Bestower, the Creator of the heavens and earch, O Possessor of
majesty and honor, O Ever-living, O Eternal, I ask of You.”

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: ‘Do you know what he
has supplicated with? They said: ‘Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) know best.” He said: ‘By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, he
called upon Allah by His Greatest Name, which, if He is called by it, He rcsponds,
and if He is asked by it, He gives.”*

Al-Mannaan is the One Who is abundant in giving, great in
giﬁing, vast in benevolence. His bestowals encircle His slaves and
He successively grants them blessings out of His generosity. There
is no absolute Mannaan except Him. He initiates blessings before
bcing asked and He has favors upon His slaves while thcy have no
favors upon Him, Exalted be He.

From His great favors is His guidrmcc of His chosen slaves to the path which leads to
the Abode of Peace and His defending them with the best defense and protecting
them from falling into sins. He made faith beloved to them and beautified it in their
hearts and He made disbelief, rebellion, and disobedience hated to them. He made
them of the rightly guided and called them Muslims before He created them. He
remembers them before they remember Him and gives them before they ask Him,
and He makes Himself known to them by His Names. He commanded them with
what He commanded them with out of His mercy and benevolence and forbade
them from what He forbade them from as a protection for them. He addressed them
with the gentlest address and advised them with the best advice. He commanded
them with the noblest of characteristics and forbade them from the most despicable
utterances and actions. He made the way to knowing Him vast and He opened the
doors of guidance for them. He made the means which bring them closer to His

47 Sunan An-Nasaa'i no. 1300
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pleasure and farther away from His anger known to them, in addition to His many
other types of blessings and categories of favors. He says in Surah An-Nahl:

“And if you would count the graces of Allah, never could you be able to count them. Truly.’
llah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. ™7

Allah reminded His slaves of His favor of guiding them to this Religion and

removing them from the darkness of Shirk (associating partners with Allah) and
disbelief. In Surah Al-Hujurat, Allah says:
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“And know that, among you there is the Messenger of Allah (pcacc and blcssings of Allah

be upon him). If he were to obey you (i.e. follow your opinions and desires) in much of the
matter, you would surely be in trouble, but Allah has endeared the Faith to you and has
bcautificd it in your hearts, and has made disbelief, wickedness and disobedience [ro Allah
and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] hateful to you. These!
They are the rightly guided ones,™7*
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“(This is) a Grace from Allah and His Favor. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.™7s

And He mentioned His favor of sending the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him) and honoring this nation by sending the best of all Messengers. In
Surah Aal-Imran, Allah says:

473 Surah An-Nahl [16:18]
74 Surah Al-Hujurat [49:7]
75 Surah Al-Hujurat [49:8]
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“Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a Messenger
[Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]/ from among themselves,
reciting unto them His Verses (the Qur'an), and purifying them (from sins by their following
him), and instructing them (in) the Book (the Qurian) and Al-Hikmah [the wisdom and the
Sunnah of the Prophet (i.e. his legal ways, statements, acts of worship, etc.)], while before
that they had been in manifest error.7°

He mentioned His favor of establishing His Prophets and believing slaves on earth.
In Surah Al-Qasas, Allah says:
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“And We wished to do a favor to those who were weak (and oppressed) in the land, and to
make them rulers and to make them the inheritors,”77
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“And to establish them in the land, and We let Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and Haman and their hosts
receive from them that which they feared.”478

47° Surah Aal-‘Imran [3:164]
477 Surah Al-Qasas [28:5]
478 Surah Al-Qasas [28:6]
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He mentions His favor upon His believing slaves by entering them into Paradise and
saving them from the Hell-Fire. In Surah Ac-Tur, Allah says:
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“Saying: "A foretime, we were afmid with our fami ies (from the punishment of/\llah).”479
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“But Allah has been gracious to us, and has saved us from the torment of the Fire. ¥
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“ Verily, We used to invoke Him (Alone and none else) before. Vcrily, He is Al-Barr (the Most
Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and Generous), the Most Merciful. "

Whoever knows his Lord by this greac Name and knows that He Alone is the One
Who grants favors should then praise Him for His blessings. In Surah Al-Ahgaf,
Allah says:
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“He says: ‘My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your Favor
which You have bestowed upon me and upon my parents,”™**

Allah commanded His slaves with graticude and forbade them from its opposite. He
praiscd His gmtcful slaves and promiscd them the best reward. He made gratitudc a
means of increase of his bounties and a protection for existing blessings. He says in

Surah Ibrahim:

7 Surah At-Tur [52:26]
#° Surah Ac-Tur [52:27]
# Surah Ac-Tur [52:28]
# Surah Al-Ahqaf [46:15]
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“And (remember) when your Lord proclaimed: "If you give thanks (by accepting Faith and
worshipping none but Allah), [ will give you more (of My Blcssings), but if you are thankless
(i.e. disbelievers), verily! My Punishment is indeed severe.”**

He also commanded them not to use His blessings in disobeying Him and not to
atcribute His b]cssings to anyone but Him. He says in Surah An-Nahl:
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“They recognize the Grace of Allah, yet they deny it (by worshipping others besides Allah)
and most of them are disbelievers [deny the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace and blessings

of Allah be upon him)]."*4

Thus, all praise and thanks is due to Allah. All praise is due to Him for Islam, for
faith, and for the Qur'an.

3 Surah Ibrahim [14:7]
# Surah An-Nahl [16:83]
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The Modest One

is mentioned in two Hadiths [sayings of the Prophet

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
NO. 01
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Narrated Ya'la: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
saw a man washing in a public place without a lower garment. So he mounted the
pulpit, praised and extolled Allah and said: “Allah is Al-Hayiyy and As-Sitteer
(characterized by modesty and concealment). So when any of you washes, he should

conceal himself. ™4

455 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4012 and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih

CHAPTER 59 PAGE 291



NO. 02
2R fa ) ()" 06 alug adde 4 s ) ‘;;_wtsit Haks te
"OEEA 1 i L3 G 4k ad) JASN &85 13 ailg

Salman Al-Farsi (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace
and b]cssmés of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, Allah is Hayiyy, Generous. When
a man raises his hands to Him, He feels shy to return them to him empty and

rejected.”*

This noble Name affirms shyness as an Attribute of Allah in a way that befits His
majesty.

Shyness is also mentioned in the Qur'an and Hadith in the form of a verb. Allah says
in Surah Al-Baqarah:
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“Verily, Allah is not ashamed to set forth a parable even of a mosquito or so much more
when it is bigger (or less when it is smaller) than it."+7

None from among Allah’s creation resembles Him in any of His Atcributes. Thus,
speaking of this Actribute is like speaking about the rest of Allah’s Actributes. Just
as we affirm that Allah’s knowledge is not like ours, His secing is not like ours, His
hearing is not like ours, His will is not like ours, similarly, His modesty and shyness

is not like ours.

Ibn A]—Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “As for the
shyness of the Lord from His slaves, Exalted is He, that is
something which our understanding cannot comprehend, and the
mind cannot fathom. For indeed, His shyness is nobility,

goodness, generosity, and magnificence.™*

#¢ Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3556, and it is authenticated by Al-Albani as Sahih
#7 Surah Al-Baqarah [2:26]
¢ Tbn al Qayyim 2/261 OSIL = jlaa (Madarij as-Salikeen)
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Allah loves His Names and Actributes and He loves to see the effects of these on His
creation. He is Al-Hayiyy and He loves the modest, Al-Kareem and He loves the
generous, Ash-Shakoor and He loves the gratcﬁﬂ, Al-Muhsin and He loves the good—
doers, Al“Afuww and He loves those who pardon, Al-Haleem and He loves those
who are forbearing. Due to His love for His Names and Attributes, He commanded
His slaves with what thcy necessitate and entail. He thus commanded them with
modesty, benevolence, mercy, generosity, and pardoning. He loves His slaves who
strive to be attributed with the attributes He loves and hates those who are
atcributed with the attributes that He hates.

Modcsty is one of the branches of faicth and is compriscd of all good. The Prophct
(pcacc and blcssing be upon him) said:
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Faith has over seventy branches, and modesty is a branch of faich.*®

The Prophet himself (peace and blessing be upon him) was the shyest of all people.
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Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: “The Prophet (peace

and blessing be upon him) was shier than a veiled virgin girl.”#°

Modesty and shyness in a slave are beautiful qualities to have. It results in the
avoidance of all despicable matters and prevents a person from falling into
shortcomings in giving each right its due right.

The greatest shyncss rcquircd from us is shyncss of Allah.

49 Sahih Muslim no. 352
#° Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3562
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'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) said: “Have Haya’ for Allah as is His due.”
[He said:] We said: “O Prophet of Allah! We have Haya’, and all praise is due to
Allah.” He said: “Not that, but having Haya’ for Allah which He is due is to protect
the head and what it contains and to protect the insides and what it includes, and to
remember death and che crial, and whoever intends the Hereafter, he leaves the
adornments of the world. So, whoever does that, then he has indeed fulfilled Haya’,
meaning the Haya’ which Allah is due.™”

Guarding the head and what is in it entails guarding the hearing, sight, and tongue
from the prohibitions. Guarding the stomach and what is in it entails guarding the
heart from sins and the stomach from unlawful food and drinks entering it.
Guarding the private parts entails guarding it from indecency and unlawful sexual
relations.

May Allah grant us shyness of Him, and may He grant us success in actualizing fear
of Him in public and private.

#' Sahih Aj Jami'e 935, and it is authenticated by Al-Albani as Hasan
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6 O
The Concealer

is mentioned in the following Hadith [saying of the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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Ya'la narrated that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) saw a man washing in a public place without a lower garment. So he ascended
the pu]pit, praiscd and extolled Allah and said: “Allah is A]—Hayiyy and As-Siteer

(characterised by modesty and concealment). So, when any of you washes, he should
conceal himself.#?

42 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4012, and Al-Albani authenticaced it Sahih
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Allah, As-Siteer, is the One Who conceals His slaves much and does not expose
them. He loves that His slaves conceal themselves from what exposes and humiliates
them. And this is from Allah’s mercy, forbearance and generosity.

Along with Allah’s complete richness from His creation, and from their worship and
obedience, He honors and conceals His slave and brings forth the means of
concealment of his sins. He guides him to feel remorse and repent, and He pardons
and fbrgivcs him. This is out of Allah’s gcntlcncss and mercy with His creation. In
Surah Ash-Shura, Allah says:
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“And He it is Who accepts repentance from His slaves, and forgives sins, and He knows what
P ) é, »
you do.”3

Allah hates for His slave to announce to others if he falls inco a
sin. Rather, Allah invites him to repent to Him. Of the most
hated slaves to Allah are the ones who sin at night whilsc Allah
conceals them, and they wake up in the morning and lift Allah’s
concealment upon them.

If Allah conceals a slave in this world, He will not expose him in the Hereafter.
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Safwan ibn Muhriz narrated that a man asked Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with
them): “What did you hear Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) say rcgarding An-Najwa (secret talk between Allah and His belicving

93 Surah Ash-Shura [42:25]
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worshipper on the Day of Judgement)?” He said that [the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:] “One of you will come close to his Lord till He
will shelter him with His screen and say: ‘Did you commit such-and-such sin? He
will say: “Yes.” Then Allah will say: ‘Did you commit such and such sin? He will say:
Yes.” So Allah will make him confess (all his sins) and He will say: ‘I screened them
(your sins) for you in the world, and today I forgive them for you.”*

For this reason, it is obligatory upon the slave to strive against himself to stay far
away from sins. If he happens to commit a sin, he should conceal himself, hasten to
repent to Allah, and increase in performing good deeds.
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'Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) said: A man came to the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said: “I contacted directly a
woman at the furthest part of the city (i.e. Madinah) and I did everything with her
except sexual intercourse. So here I am; inflict any punishment you wish.”
Thereupon "Umar said: “Allah has concealed your faule; it would have been better if
you also had concealed it yoursclf“ The Prophct (peace and blcssings of Allah be
upon him) sent a man after him. (When he came) he recited the verse: “And
establish regular prayers at the two ends of the day and at the approaches of the
night...” up to the end of the Ayat. A man from the people got up and asked: “Is it
particular to him, Messenger of Allah, or for the people in general?” He replied: “It is
all the people.™s

4 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6070
45 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4468, and Al-Albani authenticaced it Hasan Sahih
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From this we also learn that a person should conceal the faults of others and not
follow up on their wrongs.
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Abu Barzah al-Aslami narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said: “O community of pcoplc, who believed by their tongue, and belief
did not enter their hearts, do not back-bite Muslims, and do not search for their
faules, for if anyone searches for their faults, Allah will search for his faule, and if
Allah searches for the fault of anyone, He exposes him in his house.™*

And in an excerpt of a longer Hadith, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) said:
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“and he who did not expose (the follies of a Muslim) Allah would conceal his follies
on the Day of Resurrection.™7

We ask Allah to conceal us in the following supplication:
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Allahumma inni as'alukal-afwa wal-afiyah fid-dunya wal-akhirah. Allahumma inni
as’alukal—'aﬁva wal—'q iyah ﬁ' dini wa dunyaya wa ahli wa mali. Allahum-mastur ‘awrati,

496 Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4880, and Al-Albani authenticated it Hasan Sahih
#7 Sahih Muslim no. 2580
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wa amin rawati wahfazni min bayni yadayya, wa min khalfi, wa 'an yamini wa an
shimali, wa min fawqi, wa 'oudhu bika an ughtala min tahti

“O Allah, I ask You for pardoning and well-being in this world and in the Hereafter.
O Allah, I ask You for pardoning and well-being in my religious and worldly affairs.
O Allah, conceal my faules, calm my fears, and protect me from before me and
behind me, from my right and my left, and from above me, and 1 seek rcfuge in You

from being taken unaware from beneath me.”®

The statement: 303& i) a@j‘ “O Allah, conceal my faults” is secking concealment
from Allah and the ‘Awraat are the faults of man, his shortcomings, and anything
that he hates to be exposed to others. Also included in this concealment are the
bodi]y ‘Awraat, which, for the man is from his navel to his knees and for the woman
is her entire body. It is especially important for the Muslim woman to take heed of
this supplication and conceal herself with the legislated Islamic covering.

O Allah, conceal our faults, forgive our sins and slips, and end our deeds and life
with righteous good deeds.

#* Sunan Ibn Majah no. 3871
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The Master

is mentioned in the following Hadith:
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Narrated Muttarif that his father said: I went with a deputation of Banu Amir to the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him), and we said: “You
are our master (Sayyid).” To this he replied: “The Master is Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted.” Then we said: “..and the one of us most endowed with excellence and
superiority.” To this he replied: “Say what you have to say, or part of what you have
to say, and do not let the devil make you his agents.™?

499 Sunan Abi Dawud no. 4806 and Al Albani auchenticaced it as Sahih
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Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said regarding the following verse:
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“Say: ‘Shall I seek a lord other than Allah, while He is the Lord of all things?>*

“He is the Ilah (The One Who is deified out of love and magnification) and the
Sayyid (The Master)”

And he said regarding the verse:
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“Allah-us-Samad (The Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor

drinks).”5*

“He is the Sayyid (Master) Who is complete and perfect in His Mastership” [End
Quote]>*

The true Master is Allah. He is the Owner, the Patron, the Rabb. All of the creation
are slaves to Him; owned and subdued by Him. They need Him in all their affairs
and are poor to Him for all their needs. There is no one who is sufficient from Him
for a blink of an eye. All matters belong to Him alone. The entire creation is under
His management of affairs.

He gives and withholds, humiliates and elevates, honours and disgraces, gives life
and causes death, commands and prohibits, constricts and extends, guides and
misguides, causes to laugh and causes to cry, enriches and impoverishes. The
command is His command, the dominion is His dominion, and the slaves are His
slaves. Just as He is the Master Who manages the affairs of the creation without
partners, He is the Master Who should be worshipped alone without partners. How
can a weak created being rival the Great Master, the Majestic Creator, The All-Able
Lord? Exalted is He from all thcy associate with Him. Allah says:

5°° Surah Al-An’am [6:164]
50t Surah Al-Tkhlas [112:2]
5 Tafsir At Tabarai (763/24)
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“Do they attribute as partners to Allah those who created nothing but they themselves are
created?"
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“No help can they give them, nor can they help themselves.”**
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“And if you call them to guidance, they follow you not. It is the same for you whether you
call them or you keep silent.”
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“Verily, those whom you call upon besides Allah are slaves like you. So call upon them and
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let them answer you if you are truthful.

5% Surah Al-A'raf [7:191]
5t Surah Al-A'raf [7:192]
55 Surah Al-A'raf [7:193]
¢ Surah Al-A'rat [7:194]
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“Have they feet wherewith they walk? Or have they hands wherewith they hold? Or have
they eyes wherewith they see? Or have they ears wherewith they hear? Say (O Muhammad):
"Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah) and then plot against me, and give me no respire™"
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“ Vcrlly, my Wali iy (Protector, Supporter, and Hel per, etc. ) is Allah Who has revealed the
Book (the Qur'an), and He protects (supports and helps) the righteous.”®
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“And those whom you call upon besides Him (Allah) cannot help you, nor can they help

themselves.”

People take masters besides Allah, whether they are living or dead, thinking they
can bring them benefit or avert harm. They attach their needs and requests to them
and direct their invocations to them. Yet how can they be made equal to the Lord of
the lords? How can a slave be equa] to the Owner of the slaves? How can someone
who does not own himself or others, nor an atom’s weight from the heavens and the
carth be equal to the Great Master, Who owns the treasures of the heavens and the
earth?

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the master of the
Children of Adam (pcacc be upon him), the best of the slaves of Allah, and the
leader of the pious, yet he disliked for them to say that because it is a means which
leads to exaggeration and excessiveness.

57 Surah Al-A'raf [7:195]
58 Surah Al—/\'mf[7:196]
59 Surah Al-A'raf [7:197]

CHAPTER 61 PAGE 303



S u\m}s ‘é;yag);\ & izl g;;L\LAS@j’)LSY" O alu g aile 4
"‘d}w au\m\)ljss

"Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated: “I heard the Prophet (peace and
blcssings of Allah be upon him) saying: ‘Do not exaggerate in praising me as the
Christians praised the son of Mary, for I am only a slave. So, call me the slave of
Allah and His Messenger.”™"

He forbade over-praising and exaggeration in speech:
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Abu Bakra (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a2 man praiscd another
man in front of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said to him: “Woe to you, you
have cut off your companion's neck, you have cut off your companion's neck,”
repeating it several times.”"

Knowing this Name guards the Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah) of a person
from being corrupted or weakened by any form of Shirk (associating partners with
Allah) and the means which lead to it. It protects the heart from being diverted
towards any type of attachment to the creation, from submission to them, or bcing
broken before them, which should only be directed to Allah, Al-Waahid Al-
Qahhaar.

5° Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3445
51 Sahih Al-Bukhari no 2662
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CHAPTER

69
The Most Gentle

the Beautiful Names of Allah, which are found in
the Hadichs [sayings of the Prophct [pcacc and b]cssings be upon him)].
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'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that the Jews used to greet the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) by saying: “As-Samu 'Alaika (i.c.

death be upon you),” so I understood what they said, and I said to them: “As-Samu
'alaikum wal-la’na (i.e. Death and Allah's Curse be upon you).” The Prophct (pcacc
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and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Be gentle, O 'Aishah, as Allah likes
gentleness in all affairs.” I said: “O Allah's Prophet! Didn't you hear what they said?”
He said: “Didn't you hear me answering them back by saying, 'Alaikum (i.e. the same
be upon you)?”*
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'Abdullah ibn Mughaffal reported the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) as saying: “Allah is Gentle, likes gentleness, and gives for
gentleness what he does not give for harshness.”™

This Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] is a
clear confirmation of the Name of Allah, Ar-Rafeeq and His Actribute Ar-Rifq
(Gentleness).

Rifq means gentleness, case, and deliberation in all matters, and its opposite is
harshness and severity. Allah is Rafccq in His decrees, ordainments, and actions. He
is Rafeeq in His commands, rulings, religion, and legislation.

Of the Rifq in His actions is that He created the creation in stages
according to His wisdom and gentleness, although He is able to
create Cverything at once in a single moment. This is an
indication of Allah’s forbearance, wisdom, knowledge and
subtleness.

From Allah’s Rifq to His slaves is His gcnt]cncss with them in His ru]ings7
commands, and prohibitions. He does not burden His slaves beyond their capacity.

From Allah’s Rifq is that He gives respite to the one who has sinned and does not
hasten the punishment upon him in order that he returns to his Lord, repents from
his sin, and returns to the rightly guided way. Allah says in Surah Al-Kahf:

5* Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6395
5% Sunan Abi Dawoud no. 4807, and Al-Albani authenticated it Sahih
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“And your Lord is Most Forgiving, Owner of Mercy. Were He to call them to account for
what they have earned, then surely, He would have hastened their punishment. But they
have their appoinred time, beyond which they will find no escape.”'

Had Allah seized the pcoplc for what thcy earned of sins of
disbelief and disobedience, He would have hastened the
punishment for the despicableness of what they commit.
However, He is Forbcaring and Gentle; He respites them and does
not neglect them.

From His Rifq is that His entire religion is gentleness, case, and mercy. Gentleness is
not in any matter except that it beautifies it and whoever is deprived of gentleness is
dcprivcd of much good. For this reason, it is important for every Muslim to be
gentle in all his affairs, away from hastiness, recklessness, and acting on impulse, for
hastiness is from the devil and only causes loss and disgrace.
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'Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her), the wife of Allah’s Messenger (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) reported Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) as saying: “Gentleness is not to be found in anything but that it
adds to its beauty and it is not withdrawn from anything but it makes it defective.”"

Q
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54 Surah Al-Kahf [18:58]
55 Sahih Muslim no. 2594
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Jarir reported from Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him):
He who is deprived of gentleness is in fact deprived of good.>

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was the gentlest of people.
Examplcs of his gcntlcncss are apparent in his Sunnah [practicc of the Prophct
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)], and evidence of his forbearance and
tolerance are clear in his biography, Cspccially in his dcalings with others, in his
manner OFinViting them to Islam, and his dca]ings with sinners.
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that a bedouin stood up
and urinated in the mosque. The people caught him but the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) ordered them to leave him and to pour a bucket or a
tumbler of water over the place where he had passed the urine. The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) then said: “You have been sent to make things
casy and not to make them difficule.”"7

Our Lord is Rafecq and He loves gcnt]cncss. Our rc]igion is all gcntlcncss and ease,
our Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is the leader and role model
for the people of gentleness, and it is obligatory upon us to adorn ourselves with
gentleness in our affairs.

516

Sahih Muslim no. 2592
517 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 220
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CHAPTER

65
The Odd (The One)

is confirmed in the following Hadith [saying of the

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with Him) narrated: “Allah has ninety-nine
Names, one hundred minus one, no one preserves (i.e. believes in their meanings and

acts accordingly) them but will enter Paradise. And Allah is Witr (one) and loves the
Witr (i.e. odd numbers).”"®

51 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 6410
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Al-Witr is the One, with no partners or counterparts. This Name is indicative of the
Oneness of Allah and His being singled out with perfect Accributes. Allah says in
Surah Ash-Shura:
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“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer.

In Surah Al-Tkhlas, Allah says:

(O ee= gﬁ-)p—b
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“And there is none co—equal or compamble unto Him.

Belief in Allah, AI-Witr encails che negation of associating partners with Him in any
way; whether in His Noble Self, His Actributes, or His Actions. It affirms His being
singled out with greatness, perfection, majesty, grandeur, and honor. It affirms His
being singled out with creating all of creation, bringing them into existence, and
managing their affairs as He wills; for there is no rival, no comparable, no
counterpart, no equal to Him.

There are many verses in the Qur'an which affirm that Allah is singled out with
providing, owning, managing affairs, causing life and death, guiding, and so forth.
This affirmation necessitates that we single Him out with humility, submission,
love, hope, trust, and all types of worship.

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Al-Witr means
Tawheed (atcributing Oneness to Allah). Therefore, it means that
Allah is One in His Noble Self; in His perfection, in His actions,

7521

and He loves monotheism.

59 Surah Ash-Shura [42:11]
5 Surah Al-Tkhlas [112:4]
7 (18/7) (Al Mufhim) pedall
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Allah says in Surah Yusuf:
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“Are many differenr lords (; gods) better or Allah, the One, the Irresistible?>*

Allah singled Himself out with managing the affairs of the creation and this is the
clearest evidence of His being singled out with divinity and that He deserves to be
worshipped Alone without any partners.

Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Every Surah in the Qur'an is
comprised of two types of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah). Rather, even
more comprchensively, every verse in the Qur'an comprises Tawheed (ateributing
Oneness to Allah), is an evidence for it, and calls to it.

This is because the Qur'an is primarily news about Allah and His Names, Attributes,
and Actions; this is called gl (calall 32 8l (Tawheed of Knowledge and News). Or
it calls His slaves to worship Him Alone and rid themselves from everything that is
worshipped besides Him, and this is called (bl sa)¥) am s (Tawheed of Want
and Request).

Regarding commands and prohibitions: they are the rights of Tawheed (attributing
Oneness to Allah) and what completes it. As for the news about the gencrosity of
Allah with the people of Tawheed (ateributing Oneness to Allah) and obedience,
and what He does with them in this world, and what He honors them with in the
Hereafter, this is the reward of Tawheed (attributing Oneness to Allah). As for the
news about the people of Shirk (associating partners with Allah) and what He
pum'shcs them with in this world and what becomes incumbent of torment for them
in the Hereafter, this is news about the one who exits Tawheed (attributing Oneness
to Allah). The entire Qur'an is therefore all about Tawheed (attributing Oneness to
Allah), its rights, and its reward.””

The true believer and monotheist is the one who takes Allah Alone as his Rabb,
Worships Him, loves Him, hopcs from Him, fears Him, draws closer to Him Alone,

5 Surah Yusuf [12:39]
5 (450/3) (Madaraj as-Salikeen) CSIL e
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all while secking His pleasure and staying away from His wrach. For him is the
praiseworthy end and happiness and success in this world and the next.

Al-Witr also includes Allah’s love for every odd-numbered deed
and act of worship that He ordained in His legislation. For
example, the five daily prayers, the Witr at night, shrouding the
dead an odd number of times, and so forth.

Our Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) would incorporate odd
numbers in his affairs as well. For example, he would ecat seven dates in the
morning, drink water with three breaths, seek forgiveness three times after every
obligatory prayer, and many of the supp]ications are recited one, three, or seven
times.

From Allah’s love for odd numbers is that He singled out ninety-nine of His most
Beautiful Names from the Qur'an and Sunnah [practice of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him)]. Therefore, whomsoever memorizes them,
understands them, and acts upon them will enter Paradise.

We ask Allah to grant us success in actualizing this and to make us, by His favor and
generosity, of the dwellers of the eternal gardens.
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CHAPTER

64

AL-MU'TEE (L;.Lupd\) The Giver
AL-JAWAAD (.J\j;j\): The Most Giving

THE NAME OF ALLAH., AL-MU'TEE is found
in the following Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him)]:
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Mu'awiyah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (peace

and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “If Allah wants to do good for somebody,
he makes him Comprchcnd the Rcligion (i.e. Islam). Allah is the Giver and I am Al-
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Qasim (i.e. the distributor), and this (Muslim) nation will remain vicrorious over
their opponents till Allah’s Order comes and they will still be victorious.”*

The Name Al-Jawaad is mentioned in the following excerpt of a Hadith Qudsi:
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“That is because I am the Most Generous, the Most Majestic, doing as I will. T give
by My speech and I punish by My speech. Whenever I will something I only say: ‘Be’
and it shall be.”s»

Al-Mu'tee is the One singled out with true giving. None can prevent what He gives
and none can give what He prevents. His giving is by a word and His prevention is
by a word and His command if He wills a matter is to say “Be” and it is. Everything
that the slaves have of blessings is from His favor and bestowal, and His giving
extends to all His slaves in this world; the believer and the disbeliever, the good-doer
and the evil-doer. However, on the Day of Judgcmcnt, it is cxclusivcly for His spccial

believing slaves. Allah says in Surah Al-Isra*
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“To each these as well as those We bestow from the Bounties of your Lord. And the Bounties
of your Lord can never be forbiddcn.”sm
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54 Sahih Al-Bukhari no. 3116
5 At-Tirmidhi, Vol. 4, book 11, no. 2495 (Eng]ish version)
#¢ Surah Al-Isra’ [17:20]
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“See how We prefer one above another (in this world) and verily, the Hereafter will be
greater in degrees and greater in preference.”>”

Al-Jawaad is the One Who gives in abundance. His giving extends to all creatures
and He fills them with His favor, generosity, and various types of blessings. The
creation is not void of His benevolence even for a blink of an eye.

Ibn A]—Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “He is the Most Giving of the
giving, the Most Generous of the generous, the Most Merciful of the merciful. His
mercy prcccdcs His anger, His forbearance prcccdcs His pum'shmcnt, and His
pardoning precedes His taking to account. He has flooded His creation with
blessings and prescribed mercy upon Himself. He loves benevolence, generosity,
giving, and goodness. All favors are in His Hands, all goodness is from Him, and all
generosity belongs to Him. He loves to give His slaves and expand His favors upon
them. He immerses them in benevolence and giving, completes His blessings upon
them, and mu]tip]ics His favors for them. He makes Himself known to them by His
Names and Actributes and makes Himself beloved to them by His favors and
blessings.”**

He is Al-Jawaad in His Being, thus there is no absolute giver
except Him, and the giving of every giver is a resulc of His giving.
His love for giving, benevolence, goodness, and bestowing
blessings and favors is beyond what crosses the mind of the
creation and encircles their imagination. Pardoning is more
beloved to Him than revenge, showing mercy is more beloved to
Him than punishment, dealing with His favor is more beloved to
Him than dcaling with justice, and giving is more beloved to Him
than prevention.

Ibn A]—Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) continued to say: "And He, far from
imperfection is He, loves from His slaves to have hope in Him and ask Him of His
favors, for He is The True King, The Most Giving. He is The Most Giving of those
asked and the Most Vast of those who give, and the most beloved matter to Al-
Jawaad is to have hope in Him and ask Him. The Hadith [saying of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)] states:

57 Surah Al-Isra’ [17:21]
¢ (212_211/1) Madaraj as-Salikeen OSIL e
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Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Indeed, he who does not ask Allah,
He gets angry with him.” "%

Ibn A]—Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) further said: “If it was not for His
love for His slaves and His goodness towards them, He would not have created for
them all that is in the heavens and the earth, and all that is in this world and the
Hereafter. He honored them and sent Messengers to them, revealed books for them,
and legislated His laws for them. He allowed them to call on Him anytime they
wanted, and He wrote for one good deed they perform, the reward of ten of its like
to seven hundred to abundant multiplication, and He wrote for one sin they
commit, one bad deed. If they repent from their sin, He erases it and replaces it with
a good deed. If a person’s sins were so many that it reached the sky, then he sought
Allah’s forgiveness, Allah would forgive him. And if he met Allah with an carthful of
sins yet he did not associate partners with Allah, Allah would meet him with an
earthful of forgivcncss. He lcgislatcd repentance for them which dcstroys sins and
He guides them to repent and then accepts their repentance from them. He
legislated Hajj upon them which destroys all past sins; He grants them success to
pcrform it and expiates their sins by it. Simi]arly, every act of\worship He lcgislatcd
for them. He is the One Who commanded them with it, He is the One Who created
it for them, He is the One Who gave it to them, and He is the One Who made its
reward subsequent to it. Thus, from Him is the reason and from Him is the reward
and from Him is the guidance and from Him is the bestowal from the beginning
until the end. He gives His slaves wealth and says: Draw closer to me with this and I
will accept it from you. So the slave is His, the wealth is His and the reward is from
Him; thus He is The Giver from the beginning to the end. How can someone not
love whose matter is this and how can he not feel ashamed for divcrting the smallest
bit of his love to someone else? Who is more deserving of praise and love than Allah?
And who is more superior in generosity, giving, and goodness than Him? Far from
impcrfcction is He, all praises bc]ong to Him. There is no one worthy of worship

except Him, The All-Mighty, The All-Wise."

5 Jami’ At-Tirmidhi no. 3373
530 (50/2) Madara] as-Salikeen ¢pSlludl G)‘-\A
# (468) Tareeq Al Hijratain (Uil Gab)
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We hope from Allah, Al-Jawaad, Al-Kareem, far from imperfection is He, to bestow
all the ability upon us to take the means that lead to His giving and generosity, and
to protect us from any means which lead us to His wrath and punishment. The
giving is His giving, the favors are His favors, and the matter belongs solely to Him
before and after.
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CHAPTER

6 5

DHUL-JALAALI WAL-IKRAAM
(2 SY) 5 I3 53):
Owner of Majesty and Honor

THIS NAME is mentioned twice in the Qur'an in Surah Ar-Rahman:

NO. Ol
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“And the Face of your Lord full of Majesty and Honor will abide forever.”»

5% Surah Ar-Rahman [55:27]
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“Blessed be the Name of your Lord (Allah), the Owner of Majesty and Honor.”

The virtue of supplicating by this Name is also mentioned in the Hadith [saying of
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)]:
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Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Be constant with: ‘O Possessor of Majesty and
Honor (Yaa Dhul-jalaali wal-Tkraam).”53*

Adhere to, be firm, and increase in saying “Dhul-Jalaali wal-Tkraam” in your
supplications.

In another Hadith [saying of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him)]:
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53 Surah Ar-Rahman [55:78]
4 Jami” At-Tirmidhi no. 3525
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It was narrated that Anas ibn Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “I was
sitting with the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and a
man was standing and praying. When he bowed, prostrated and recited the
Tashahhud, he supplicated, and in his supplication, he said:

Allahumma inni as'aluka bi-anna lakal-hamd, la ilaha illa ant, al-Mannaanu, Badi'us-
Samawati wal-ard, ya Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam! Ya Hayyu, ya Qayyum! Inni as'aluka.

‘O Allah, indeed T ask You since all praise is due to You, there is none Worthy of
worship but You, the Bestower, the Creator of the heavens and earth, O Possessor of
majesty and honor, O Ever-living, O Eternal, I ask of You.’

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: ‘Do you know what he
has supplicated with? They said: ‘Allah and His Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) know best.” He said: ‘By the One in Whose Hand is my soul, he
called upon Allah by His greatest Name, which, if He is called by it, He responds,
and if He is asked by it, He gives.™%

After the obligatory prayers, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
would seck forgiveness three times, then he would say:
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Allahumma anta as-Salaam wa minka as-Salaam tabaarakta ya Dhul-Jalaali wal-Ikraam.

“O Allah, You are the source Ofpcacc (or the One free from all faules) and from You

comes peace. Blessed are You, O Possessor of Majesty and Honor.”

This Name is one of the Possessive or Added to Names of Allah (Rladl slewd) as
mentioned by some scholars of the Names of Allah.

7 Sunan An-Nasaa'i no. 1300
% Sunan An-Nasaa'i no. 1338
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Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “..Similarly His Possessive
Names, such as: The Most Merciful of the merciful (!l eﬁj), The Best of those
who forgive (o8l ,a)) Lord of the Universe (salladl ), Owner of the Day of
Judgement (0l o5 W) Best of the creators (oaladl o). Gatherer of the people
on a Day of which there is no doubt (48 ) ¥ asd (wlill #lea)) Turner of the hearts
(<l lis) and so forth of Names which are affirmed in the Book and Sunnah
[practice of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)].”¥

It is also one of the Names which are indicative of many descriptions; not having
just one meaning, as mentioned by Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him)

in his book ‘Badaa’i Al-Fawaaid’.

The possession in Surah Ar-Rahman is an addition of one of the Attributes of Allah
to Him, such as in His statement in Surah Al-An'am:
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“Full of Mercy™*
Majesty, Honor, and Mercy are all Attributes of Allah, which are exclusive to Him
and indicate His greatness and pcrfection.

This is contrary to the possession mentioned in Surah Al-Burooj, which is adding a
creature to the Creator for the purpose of honoring the creature:

N/

“Owner of the throne, the Glorious™?
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57 (475/22) (Majmoo’ Al Fatawa) sl & sana
»* Surah Al-An'am [6:133]
5 Surah Al-Burooj [85:15]

CHAPTER 65 PAGE 321



Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Allah is the
Owner of Majesty and Honor, and this is the meaning of the
slave’s statement: € Y14l Y (There is no one who deserves to be
worshipped except Allah) and OSTa (Allah is the Greatest). 4l Y
& Y1 is indicative of His being singled out with divinity which
necessitates complete love for Him, and ST A s indicative of
His majesty and greatness which necessitate magnification and
exaltation of Him.”5*

Al-Khattabi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The meaning is that Allah Alone
is worthy of being magnified and honored, therefore one should not deny or
disbelieve in Him. Another possible meaning is that He honors His believing slaves
and elevates their ranks by guiding them to His obedience in this world and
honoring them by accepting their actions and C]cvating their ranks in Paradise.”*

Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) commented that the first meaning is
more indicative of what is intended.

Majesty comes from magnification and honor comes from love and praise. The slaves
cannot enumerate the praises of Allah; He is as He praises Himself. Similarly, He
deserves to be magnified and honored and the slaves cannot enumerace His majesty
and honor. He is as He magnified and honored Himself.

30 (217-216) (Jalaa” Al ‘Afhaam) oled¥) 3
#(92_91) (Sh'an Ad Dua)) sleall gls
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FINAL NOTE

Our Lord, to You belongs all praise, an abundant beautiful blessed praise.
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“My Lord! Inspire and bestow upon me the power and ability that I may be gratcfu]
for Your Favors which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may
do righteous good deeds that will please You, and admit me by Your Mercy among
Your 1'ightcous slaves.”

How far from imperfections You are, O Allah, and we praise
You. We bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
except You. We seek Your Forgivcncss and turn to You in
repentance.

Peace and blessings of Allah upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family and companions.

5+ Surah Al-Ahqaf [46:15]
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